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By PhhjpAYebstcr. chbef potmcta, correspondent 

r\ •_«..■ i . V> • • 

JOHN . Mayor y est er day be--‘&at if the Scallywag aHega- 
came only, the fourth. prim? . fibns were everrepriirtediur a 
minister tifoerailmy to sue for; * wkfer audiencfv they woukLbe 
libd when. he issuedwrits’ swiftly denied Aid legal action, 
agamst twoTnagazmes over taken. On Wednesday, die 
rumours about his private He. ■ Nat Statesman, published its 
The caterer whose nauteww, article; promptin g reports in.. 
finked with Mr Major is'^so -r many newspapers yesterday.' 
taking legal action, v ■>* and the contingency planwas_ 

Mr Major instructed his pot into action. - 

sotiritors to act after the New Downing Street completely 


Statesman and Society pub- -denied die rumours, an- 
lished a three-page - artide v' notfoeed-foat writs wodtdjbe 


repeating rumours about him 
and 41-yearo3d Gate Lati¬ 
mer. Mr Mwor and Ms 
latimw ate also siting the 
obscure anirirni newrafoeet 
Scallywag, winch pnMishnd 

CTmifar A lle gatio ns last month. 
Bofli journals wwed to defend 
the actions. 

The Kbd suds were 
launched on the eve of a 
Commons debate an a private 
member's bfll seeking tighter 
controls mi the press, and 


ftFAb 

ifc- 


¥p* 



inJts* . 




MPs were last night citing the 

New Statesman artide as fur¬ 
ther proof of die need, for 
statutory curbs aIthou{j*b 
Downing Street officials — in 
co nstant touch with die prime 
minister on tour in Oman —. 
remained aloof from die 
argument • \ • 


issued and said that the prime 
minis ter would meet his own 
legal costs. Mr Major's sotid- 
toss, Biddle & Co, foJkmiedup 
the writs' by seeming tire 
withdr awal of this week's-New 
Statesman from the shrives of. 
W.H. Smith and John Mea- 
aes.. .That action adseved 
some of- the impact of an 
injunction without haying to 
argue-the case in coral Miss 
Latimer’s sohators later issued 
writs against die two maga- 
rines -^pd ^gainst ^ute, 

Last-mghl Miss Igtimer - 
told reportersflotside her ca¬ 
teringbusiness. in Chalk 
Farm, north London. that die 
was suing ^bhcause ft is totally 
unttue”ln C^taru MrM^or 
insisted fogt be would have 
nodring to add to hisfbrmal 
statement “now or later”. 

Steve Platt, editor of toeiVew 
Statesman and co-autoor of 
the article, last night, blessed 

rfkmay and flulmiMmywt at 

die. prime-minister's dedsfon 
to sue, bat robastiy defended 
his rfmy and'said he war 
confident tiiat he would wsaif 
the case went to court ^We 
don't expect that duly wotid 
be successful" he said. “We 
believe that there is nothing 
contained within dus artide 
that is remotely HbeBousl The 
ri^inwctivedmgmngtDOOurt 
over tfris lies entirely with the 
prime minister. He is in 
danger of painting himself 
into a comer.” 

It is rare for prime ministers 

to embark an legal pr occc d - 



Jfr Major himsdfdedaied 

m dSso several times. .During 

^ 1951 dectiau campaign, 
winch took him from India to ran 


Oman and on to Saudi Arabia 
before leaving for London last 
night. He had deckled to sue 
during his morning flight 
from Bombay to Muscat after 
his senior staff and lawyers in 
Lond on had been m consult¬ 
ation through the night - 
Mi Major and top o fficiate 
had decided several weeks ago. 
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toe 1951 decticm c a mpa i gn . 
Winston Churchill setikdout 
of court after suring die Dtnfy 
Mirror over an artide which 
he arid implied tiuti he was a 
-warmonger. At the aid of toe 
first wadd war, David Ltoyd- 
George sued soccess&ilfy over 
altegations that he was ofter- 
ing hoporas &r sale. ■ 

In &e Commons last night, 
aimnst all Conservative MPs. 
bariedMr Major's derision to 

sue, although tiiere was do 
C ofliimied onpageZ ccfl 1 - 
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Business usual: Clare Latimer arriving for work in north London yesterday 
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Vickers 
clinches 
£150m 
tank deal 

FpOM Pmup Webster 
IN RIYADH 

JOHN Major flew into St 
yadh last mg^rt for talks with 
King Fabd of Saudi Arabia 
after aimonncmg that Oman 
has derided to boy Britain’s 
Challenger 2 as its new battle 
tank The prime minister also 
Continued bis efforts to shore 
tip the coalition against Presi¬ 
dent Saddam Hussein of Iraq. 

Sultan Qaboos of Oman 
told Mr Major in talks at his 
desert pnr a mp m ent of the 
order won by Vickers DefaKe 
Systems. The Oman guvon- 
ment is placing a £150 nriflkm 
contract for 18 tanks and four 
armoured support and recov¬ 
ery vehicles. A further 18 will 
follow later. It is the first 
export order fbrthe Challeng¬ 
er 2 that has already been 
chosen for the British army. 

Mr Minor’s talks in Oman 
and Riyadh were intended to 
remove any doubts 

attacks on Iraq. Mr Major 
was again emphasising that 
they were in proportion to the 
repeated breaches of flic 
ceasefire agreement by Iraq. 

Hie prime minister told a 
press conference in Muscat 
that he was happy that the 
Arab states understood that 
the recent action was in fine 
with United Nations Security 
Council rescriutians and Inter¬ 
national law. 

However; he is thought to 
have made a datm that Brit¬ 
ain understands the worries 
of same Arab countries about 
the power balance in the 
Middle East, inchidipg wor¬ 
ries about Iraq’s tong-term 
intentions. Mr Major em¬ 
phasised that the allied ahn 
was not to dismember Iraq, 
which the Arab neighbours 
see as a necessary buffer to 
Iran, but to ask it to comply 
wito UN resolutions. 

The tanks deal marked a 
breakthrough for Vickers, 
which has production fines in 
Leeds and Newcastle upon , 
Tyne. The tanks are expected 
to enter service about 1995. 

In Riyadh. King Fabd was < 
expected to reassure Mr Ma¬ 
jor that Saudi Arabia remains : 
com mit ted to the $63 bflfion 
(£41 Union) at -Yam ahah ar¬ 
maments deal with Britain. 
The c on tract was first agreed 
to run m two stages, in 1985 
and 1988. But the second 
part, under 'Much British 
Aerospace expects to supply 
48 additional Tornado bomb¬ 
ers, has so for felled to 
ma terialise. The Saudi gov¬ 
ernment has said recently 
that ft testiH committed to the 
deal but gave no due on 

Inning. 


Imports defy recession 
to reach record high 


Sad spectacle for yachtsmen 


IMPORTS surged to record 

-- 18 

«—- 35 sSteir 

- - Hie value, of nnpor&Jrt 

innzNanreinaraovrattus£10.9 bflfion. efimbed fiwn 

£104 haffion in November 
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bvfty m the economy and 
partly the devaluation test 
September when the pound 

dropped out of the European 
yrrhang e-cate nk ch a nisTn . 

Ejqmrts.riqiped stightiy p 
n A December, widening 

| u * ain’s trade gq> to £1-74 M- 
fion. Is the City, the poor 

trading performance trig¬ 
gered co nc e rn that toe bat 
.ance of payments could 

worsen sharply once econcffl*- 

icreccway begins. 


By Janet Bush* economics correspondent • 

)RTS surged' to record - The current account deficit 
in December r^mpng almost doubled to £11.8 W 
rfS foreftm tradehS 1km last year compared wife 
jtrther into the red. E63..MBon in 1991 and is 
i value of imports, *t expected to deteriorate , iuf- 
baBoa efimbed fiom ther dmmg tins year. IS 
KDion in November DecemberakmtBntamhad 
reflecting increased ac- ■ a defiat on veMc trade erf 
to toe economy and £1.7 Mfem. the das- 
’ the devaluation test fall m any month since Jtuy 
mltfT dwn the Dound 1990. ' 


ROBIN Knax-Johnston dis¬ 
covered yesterday that when 
life attemp ts id imitate art, 
certain practicalities intrude 
an toe narrative. Plrfleas 
Fogg, for example, did not' 
have to contend wife forget¬ 
ting his spectades. Ntir, when 
Fogg got started, was he 
conf ronted noth a runaway 
boat containing representa- 
tives of the press. 

' Knox-Johnston and Peter 


Ihere-has so far been JiRte .'Kakeset out from foe Hanibte 
sign that exp or ters have yesterday ai route for Brea, 
capitalised on the competitive where they wJQ start their 
boost from the devaluation of a tte m pt to sail around the 
stating ami, throughout test - woriflm 80 days. But they had 
war, Imports continued to barely got under'^y before 
o n tstiH ) exports in spite of Knax^JohSston discovered 
JwMnd fimm mn s iim - that he had lost his glasses. A 
era and industry. . replacement pair was snn- 

, , • —— ro or twi.. but anotoer speaade 

FoH details, page l 9 was to come. 


By Barry Pickthall 

The 85ft catamaran Enza 
bad reached Beanlfeuwben 
both engines on the accompa- 

- nying press boas cut oul By 
foe time they were rest a rte d , 
Ensa was bearing down fast 
with Blake and Knax-John¬ 
ston oblivious to tire problem. 

Hre engines were restarted 
just in time to avot complete 
disaster but as toe press boat 

- sped backwards out of Emets 
path, her overhanging anchor 
snagged toe cafemaran’s safe¬ 
ty lines, pulling one stanchion 
dean out of toe deck. ' 

That might haw scuppered 
foe whole project since there 
was no suitable equipment on 
board the catamaran to repair 
the damage, but if' Knax- 
Johnston could not repair it, 
he knewa man who could. He 
radioed Sea Start, an AA-styie 


mobile repair service for mari¬ 
ners. An engineer bearing 
parts, and glue, arrived man 
inflatable 

The most serious damage, it 
tnnied out was to foe yachts¬ 
men's pride and Enza was 
soon heading for France. A 
spokesman said last night 
“Luckily the huB was not 
holed-The damage is superfi¬ 
cial, and foe crew will be able 
to make repairs at sea.” 

Blake and Knax-Johnston 
expect a favourable break in 
the weather today and will set 
ora from Brest as soon as 
conditions are right A rival 
French attempt aboard the 
catamara n Commodore Ex¬ 
plorer, had planned to start at 
the same time, but tiiat may 
now be delayed until 
Saturday. 
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C lin ton looks 
at options 
for action 
in Balkans 

By Lvn Brodeb in Washington and Jonathan Prynn 


THE CSinton administra¬ 
tion is giving utmost priority 
to a sweeping review of 
Washington's options in the 
Balkan conflict, including 
large-scale use of American 
mffitajy power. 

White House sources said 
tiiat nothing had been ruled 
out even sending ground 
troops to toe former Yugosla¬ 
via. Such intervention was 
vigorously opposed by toe 
Bush administration, and 
was not proposed by the 
PHntpn camp during the 
ejection campaign. . 

Offirials m Washington 
say that every imaginabl e 
course of action is being 
explored. Other options 
under consideration indude 
arming B osnian Muslims, 
bombing Serb airfields and 
artifloy positions, shooting 
down Sob aircraft breach¬ 
ing fire air exclusion zone in 
Bosnia and tightening inter¬ 
national sanctions against 
Serbia. The study will also 
consider how much milftaiy 
force would be needed to lift 
foe siege of Sarajevo and to 
ensure unrestricted passage 
for aid convoys. 

The prime minister and 
Douglas Hurd, foe foreign 
secretary., are keeping hr 
dose touch with President 
Clinton and Wanen Christo¬ 
pher. his Secretary of State, 
(hiring tile review. Mr Hurd 
told foe Commons foreign 
a ffa i re committee that he 
believed Washington still re¬ 
garded the conflict as “pri¬ 
marily a European prob¬ 
lem”, addin g: “I see no 
likelihood of American 
ground troops being in¬ 
volved in an international 
milftaiy effort to impose a 
solution on any part of 
Yugoslavia.” 

Mr Hurd told the Com¬ 
mons committee that so long 


as the 2.400 Britons were 
doing a good job helping to 
protect aid convoys and were 
doing it in relative safety, 
they would remain. The 
carrier Art Royal was being 
sent to the Adriatic to give 
the troops extra protection or 
to evacuate them should toe 
situation deteriorate. “We’re 
not sending the carrier to 
extend toe grounds of our 
action or be sucked in.” He 
did, however, saw that the 
UN protection force’s rok 
should be expanded, al¬ 
though he did not elaborate. 

In spite of Mr Hurd’s 
belief that any American 
involvement in the B alkan s 
would be limited. Mr Chris¬ 
topher privately told mem¬ 
bers of Congress that Bosnia 
“does seem to be a place 
where foe US needs to be 
activist and internationalist 
in our outlook”. He 
emphasised that America 
must keep in mind “the 
outrageous situation — 
killings, rapes, 'ethnic 
deansmg* — and situations 
that either border on geno¬ 
cide or are actually 
genoodaT. 

The breadth of toe Wash¬ 
ington review — ordered by 
tiie National Seonity Coun¬ 
cil and considering opinions 
fiom foe Pentagon, foe CIA. 
and foe State Department— 
indicates that Mr Clinton is 
prepared to consider an ex¬ 
panded role in the Balkans. 
What is not dear, however, is 
how be will deal with toe 
reluctance of Britain, France 
and other European coun¬ 
tries to become more deeply 
involved. He must also con¬ 
sider toe question of public 
opinion should he decide to 
take a lead. 

Balkan morass, page 10 

Leading artide, page 15 
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Mg POLmCAL SKETCH M 

Sparky session 
ends up as a 
minor accident 



Timetable of events on the prime minister’s^ exptcirdmaiy 29-ftotff 

Major’s flying squad moves into actio 


W e've got to discuss the 
whole future of the 
potato regime, announced 
junior agriculture minister 
David Cuny to MPs yester¬ 
day. Silently demurring, 
your skefchwrifer slipped 
away... 

... Returning to find the 
Leader of the House, Tony 
Newton, on his feet It was 
his chance both to make a 
political point and to flatter 
our famous bruiser of a 
home secretary, Kenneth 
Clarke. “My vigorous and 
Right hon friend the home 
secretary." began Newton, 
“said this morning that 
mass murderers of his kind 

Too late. The laughter was 
already swelling. 

“Of Nilsen's kind.” stam¬ 
mered Mr Newton. But all 
was lost The roars of hilar¬ 
ity actually started in the 
press gallery (where silence 
is the rule}, then spread to 
the Conservative party, and 
were finally taken up by the 
Official Opposition, who are 
slowest off the mark. 

“Of this kind..." Newton 
tried again. But it was no 
good. The rest of his answer 
was blown away in a gale of 
laughter. The afternoon tee¬ 
tered on the brink of farce. 

Geoffrey Dickens (C 
Littleborough and Saddle- 
worth) pushed it over the 
brink. A friendly minister 
had just leaned back over 
his bench to explain to Mr 
Dickens why everyone was 
laughing. Pink faced and 
perspiring, the massive 
Yorkshire MP understood 
finally that his chief was in 
trouble, and decided to help. 

Dickens reminded New¬ 
ton of the interest rate cul 
“Is that not some good 
news," he boomed, “coming 
out of all this gloom?” 

This time it was the Lab¬ 
our party who were fastest 
to celebrate the joke. Tories 


tried to suppress their 
mirth, failed, spluttered and 
moaned. “This is a total 
waste of valuable question 
time!” wailed Madam 
Speaker — a remark intend¬ 
ed to apply to them all but 
which MPs took as an 
assessment of Mr Dickens’s 
parliamentary career. 

Newtoa whose session of 
standing in for the absent 
" prime minister had started 
brilliantly with good news 
about Challenger tanks, 
stared at his notes. “Why 
me?" his expression seemed 
to say. A well-liked and 
increasingly sparky minis¬ 
ter. Newton's front-beach 
performances have the al¬ 
lure of a minor road-acci¬ 
dent: nobody is hurt but the 
episode ends with the 
Tonymobile up a tree, strad¬ 
dling a culvert or upside 
down in a ditch. 

Mr Newton wound down 
the window and d imbed 
out blinking. A passing 
environmentalist cycled 
straight into him. 

W ed it was either an 
environmentalist or a 
football fan. Shouting “save 
the forest 1 " from the public 
gallery, a hairy-tooldng fel¬ 
low was dragged away. All 
this occurred m the middle 
of Mr Newton's next an¬ 
swer. Sad to relate his 
statistics on mortgage re¬ 
possessions were ignored. 
Poor Mr Newton faltered 
halfway through and stop¬ 
ped to work out why nobody 
was listening. 

Crumpling, the hairy pro¬ 
tester managed to release a 
figieaf-shaped piece of card 
enscribed “the last leaf". It 
floated down, to be retrieved 
by Dennis Skinner below. 
Holding it. the Beast of 
Bolsover then tried to catch 
Madam Speaker’s eye. 

He might as well have 
been made of glass. 


Major sues for libel 


Continued from page 1 
mention of die case within the 
chamber. John Smith, the 
Labour leader, was said to 
regard the reports as “distaste¬ 
ful” and to have fio intention 
of seeking a political advan¬ 
tage from them. Paddy 
Ashdown, who has admitted 
drat he had had.an affair with 
a former secretary, said it was 
a private matter for M r Major. 

Sir Marcus Fox, chairman 
of the Conservative 1922 com¬ 
mittee, said that had theartide 
appeared only in the New 
Statesman and then sunk 
without trace, the prime min¬ 


ister might have been able to 
stay his hand. But some of the 
tabloid coverage had removed 
an y doubts: “I don't think the 
prime minister had any alter¬ 
native but to issue writs." 

Mr Major's officials mean¬ 
while made dear that he 
would be paying his own legal 
bills, and rejected any parallels 
with the Norman Lament case 
in which the taxpayer contrib¬ 
uted £4.700 towards the 
Chancellor's costs in engaging 
Peter Carter-Ruck and Co to 
assist in the eviction of a so- 
called sex therapist who was 
renting his London home. 


From Philip Webster 
IN MUSCAT AND RIYADH 

IT WAS the trip that some 
said should never have' been 
undertaken. It certainly had 
the most astonishing end to 
any prime ministerial foreign 
visit. 

Some 30,000ft over the 
Indian Ocean yesterday. John 
Major sat with his closest 
advisers and derided to take 
legal action against one maga¬ 
zine with a famous past and 
another with a dubious future. 
As he arrived back at Heady 
row this morning, he may 
have been wondering if he 
should have stayed at home. 

It had all seemed so differ¬ 
ent when he arrived in jovial 
mood at a reception for the 
Indian business community 
about 7pm Bombay time 
(i.30pm in London) on Wed : 
nesday. He and his entourage 
were justifiably congratulating 
themselves on a successful five- 
day visit. 

The bombshell that was to 
change the mood came after 
he had delivered his speech 
hailing a big step forward in 
Anglo-Indian relations. As he 
relumed to his hold suite. 
Stephen Wall, his chief for¬ 
eign affairs adviser, told him 
that New Statesman & Society 
was running allegations about 
his private life. Events moved 
swiftly. 

10.35pm (5.05pm London): 
A press briefing was cancelled 
as Mr Wall. Gus O'Donnell. 
Mr Major's chief press secre¬ 
tary, Graham Bright, his par¬ 
liamentary private secretory, 
and other aides conferred 
with Mr Major. 

I2.05am Thursday: Mr 
O'Donnell gave a formal deni¬ 
al in the name of the Downing 
Street press secretary, that the 
allegations were “completely 
untrue". No decision had been 
taken on legal action, but it 
was clearly'under consider¬ 
ation. Mr Major called his 
wife, Norma, in his Hunting¬ 
don constituency, just after 
midnight. He went to bed at 
12.45am. having asked his 
lawyers and other staff to 
weigh the case for legal action. 
Through the night his staff in 
Bombay and Downing Street 
discussed the next steps. 

6am: Mr Major rose in a 
“chipper” mood. It was dis¬ 
closed that when copies of the 
satirical magazine Scaliy Wag 
began circulating in Decem¬ 
ber, he decided with senior 
officials that if the allegations 
were repeated to a wider 
audience, they would be de¬ 
nied and legal action would be 
considered. 

9.20am: Mr Major left 
Bombay for Muscat, in 
Oman. The press learns that 
an announcement on legal 
action will be made soon after 
the party readies Muscat 

1 lam Muscat (7am Lon¬ 
don): After a three-and-a-half 
hour flight Mr Major stepped 
into the overpowering heat of 
Seeb airport and was greeted 
by Qais Munim al-ZawawL 


The lowest 
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Guaranteed. 
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Famous past, infamous present Steve Piatt editor of New Statesman^ Society, with the issue that has prompted Mr Major to sue ror uoei 


the deputy prime minister for 
financial affairs. He was 
whisked off in an army heli¬ 
copter io the desert to meet 
Sultan Qaboos bin Said al- 
Said. who was on his annual 
tour of the couhtry.On the 
plane. Mr Major gave his 
final authority to legal pro¬ 
ceedings against New States¬ 
man and Scalfy Wag, whose 
January issue had contained 
much of the same material. 

12.10pm: Mr d'DonneQ 
reads a statement to the press 
in Muscat and to a senior 
colleague in London. It rays: 
“The primeministerhasioday". 
instructed solicitors Biddlp & 
Company to issue writs for-', 
libel against New Statesman . 
& Society and against Scaliy • 
Wag.” Queries-over whether 
there would be any legal 
action against other publics- . 
tions were met with the re¬ 
sponse that such matters were 
for the lawyers. It was made 
plain that the prime minister 
would be paying his own legal 
costs. 

3.15pm: Mr Major returns 
from the desert after talks 
lasting two .and a half horns 
with the sultan. Back at. 
Muscat he conferred again 
with aides to prepare for a . 
brief press conference and to ■ 


be briefed on world events and 
the Harrods bomb. 

4pm: Mr Major announced 
that the Omani government 
was placing: a £150'million 
order for die Challenger-II 
. and its next main battle tank. 
He answered questions from 
local journalists about British ' 
policy on Iraq and IsraeLand 
fielded the inevitable ques¬ 
tions from British journalists 
“I confirm that! have instruct¬ 
ed solicitors to. issue writsfor- 
libeL l have nothing further#) 
add to .that rfow or lat er.” ' 
4.45pm; Mr Majors plane.: 
took off for -Riyadh. Saudi 
Arabik' Mr M^nc was dearly- 
tired bat was - smiHng and 
rdazed ^s ^chatted'to the' 
travelling press contirgent .1 
6.00pm Riyadh (3pm 
London):Mr Major and tus. 
team put down for a six-hour 
stop andtaflswith KingFahd 
bin Abdul .Arizen Bosnia, the 
Gulf and trade. He was doe to 
-leave .for London! at‘.about 
9pm British time and arrive- 
back at Heathrow at .about 
5am "today,* some 29 hours 
after rising in Bombay. Today , 
he travels to Scotland - 

- Major sues, page I- 
Nicholas Wapshotf. page 13 
JanetDaley, page 14 


Lawyers say writ does not 
mean gag on publication 

- I- - .’ - -V: BNFRANCES GlBB, LEGAL CORRESPONDENT \ . 


tAWYERS/were quick yester¬ 
day to-: speculate fh^. John 

■ Majors deaskra not to go for 
ah interim injunction Stop-' 
-ping publication, of tfteartidgs 

■ in New Statesman & Society 
ai^Scaltywagw^a. : sg^thal 
the . two:. magazines. are. .tin 


strong gnaflidf . 5 ., ... 

: - Th»tt>bsensu£ 
who read fSie-NieW Statesman 
article wastij^a^ 
rientfy.haimless for a judged 
be rductenl 'to -gram an imi 
junction. -.. /*' . 

; When somfionesues forlitei 
and -bffieves' tirere; is no de¬ 
fence-.-tp-vJublfoaitioJL. an 
injunction ■Ksuv._swfftly be. 
granted andffie publisher can 
apply for ,a.-heanng .to argue 
that it should- bedischarged. 
But if the puKidfef succeeds 
in arguing that iheniticte does 
not mean what is.alleged, or 
that any' meanin g , can be 
justified, then foie injunction 
would be refused.'*; 

The leading libel lawyer 


Peter Carter-Ruck said-"'“It 
would appear that there are 
two issues here: first, whether 
the article is defamatory; and 
second, if it is, whether it is fair 
comment of a matter in the 
public interest" Any tempo¬ 
rary injunction Stopping‘fur¬ 
ther publication, which would 
bind all the press, would then' 
stay in place until trial of a 
further order, he said. Bttt flie 
other side oould appfy to have 
itdischaiged. '.' 

Biddle & CoTMr Major's 
lawyers, have sought an .-in¬ 
junction in die writ TWs is 
standard procedure and 
means that if he is successful 
in court an order will be 
granted preventing repetition 
of the article.-- 

Without the temporary, in¬ 
junction, however, lawyers 
took the view yesterday that 
the writ in this case would not 
amount to a “gag" an.publica- 
tion. Brian Raymond - of 
Bindmans, solicitor for New 


Statesman & Society, which 
said it .would vigorously con¬ 
test ary libel action, said: "The 
Writ just puts people on notice 
that the plauttflf regards this 
as defamalory and everyone 
better watch ouL 

“It doesn’t really prevent 
discussion of "the Issue — oh 
die BBC one o'clock news 
there was ^abbreviated form 
of a summary of the article, 
which examines the rumours 
about the prime minister and 
how they were investigated by 
various papers and concludes 
there is no truth in them." 

He added-. 'We are contest¬ 
ing tills all tire way. No 
reasonable person reading 
that article could come away 
with an impression adverse to 
the prune minister— quite the 
contrary." 

If Mr Major pursues his 
writ to trial, it could take 
anything foam six months to a 
year before a hearing takes 
place. 


faces of No. 10’s media foes learnt from mother 


By Nicholas Watt 

LIKE its political soul mates in 
the Labour party, the New 
Statesman has shed its dusty 
Fabian image in favour of a 
slick layout The imminent 
closure forecast by many two 
years ago has been fended off 
and large losses were last year 
replaced by a modest profit. 

As the magazine celebrates 
is SOth year -with another 
relaunch today, circulation is 
nudging 25,000 after an all- 
time" low of 20.000 in J 990. 
While this is a far ay from the 
93.000 copies a week sold at 
its high point in 1966. Steve 
Platt, editor since J991. is 
confident that circulation will 
climb steadily. 

Mr Plan, 38, the fourth 
editor in five years, said yester¬ 
day that the magazine would 
move ahead as a supporter of 
the broad left. “J am a passive 
Labour party member." be 
said, "1 agree with the Liberal 
Democrats on some issues." 

As a former writer on Time 
Out. tiie London listings mag¬ 
azine, Mr Piatt said he was 
one of the firs* editors of New 
Statesman O Society without 



Regan: holds editorial 
meetings in pubs 

an establishment background. 
“I didn't go to public school, 
though. I did study at the 
London School of Economics 
which maintains the link with 
the Webbs (the magazine's 
founders who taughr at the 
LSEJ," hesaid. 

The New Statesman. em¬ 
ploys 22 full-time staff, who 
have a majority shareholding 
in the company. The States¬ 
man and Nation Publishing 
Company is run by a 12- 
member board headed by the 
magazine’s investigative jour¬ 


nalist; DuncanCampbell, 
who uncovered the Zircon 
satellite affair. 

Scaliy Wag, the other maga¬ 
zine to publish. Allegations 
about John Major’s private 
life, does not Share New 
Statesman's distinguished 
history. Its publisher.a framer 
News of the World reporter, 
boasts that it is produced by 
“the gifted, inebriated -arid 
insane ...any part of if. may 
be stolen and reproducedrpro- 
vided tiie interestedparty buys 
the editor a phieV:; > 

Simon Regan; 5 0; Scalfy 
Wag’s editor arid publisher, 
has-a^ staff a£two and no 
offices. Editorial meetings are 
held or- Weymouth pubs. He 
founded Scalfy Wag rrtihe late 
1980s'to expose alleged cor¬ 
ruption in Dorset- 
Mr Regan said the maga¬ 
zine is “apolitical, or if any¬ 
thing a little bit anarchist". He 
said yesterday tftar be did not 
fear a libel action. “We only 
just break even. We don't even 
pay ourselves wages." - 
Additional reporting by 
Paul Lnshmar 

■ Diary, page! 4 


By Robin Young 


CLARE Latimer, who issued 
writs yesterday against two 
magazines that named her in 
articles about the private life 
of the prime minister; is an 
unmarried wtqnan of 41 who 
runs a successful- catering 
business called Clare’s Kitch¬ 
en. in north Loudon. 

_ She has known John Major 
since ire was a junior whip, 
and there has been no secret 
that Mr Major is been on her 
stylish brand of EngUteh cook¬ 
ing. She has catered rejpilariy 
for parties in Downing Street 
and around Westminster, 
charging £4.50 to £8 a head 
for cocktail parties, and aim¬ 
ing to serve “traditional 
old-fashioned English food 
without overly expensive in¬ 
gredients" ar.dinner parties. 

Miss Latimer, whose father 
is the actor, - Hugh Latimer, 
rays she was hot Mr Major’s 
choice as Downing Street’s 
- outside caterer. “He inherited 
me from his days as Chancel¬ 
lor of the Exchequer." she 
says. 

She began catering 20 years 
ago and says she learnt most 


of her cooking skills from her 
mother. She worked as cook 
for the Italian Grand Prix 
racing team Lola for (bur' 
years before returning to 
London to start catwing from 
her home in Hampstead 
Clare's Kitchen has 
premises in Primrose Hill 
where kitchen and shop are 
set up tike, a homely country 
kitchen with gas stoves and 
Pine wood cupboards. Miss 
Latnnerwoxks in both kitchen 
and shop with her partner, 
zoe Jackson, and a team of 

for Downing Street is pre- 
rooked there and reheated in 
the Downing Street kitchens. 

• "4® Latimer specialises in 
political catering, she said, 
because that is what inter¬ 
ests me most", but she added: 

I also do a lot of actin g 
people I know 
though my father. There are 
afrout editor nine top politi- 
oam who choose to have me 
cook for them. I used to set 
“cited *bout going into 
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By Matthew d’Ancona 

MOST prime ministers uiKier fire 
from the press have taken the attitude 
of the Duke of Wellington when the 
blackmailer Joseph Stockdale threat¬ 
ened to prim the incriminating mem¬ 
oirs of Harriette Wilson: “Publish and 
be damned" 

Most, but not afl. In 1909. Uqyd 
George, then Chancellor, sucoessfolly 
sued The People for £1.000 after the 
newspaper accused him of having an 
affair with a married woman. His 
eldest son, the 2nd Earl Lloyd George. 


later revealed that the allegations had 

been true but that his rather had 
persuaded Ws wife, who was “mortally 
hurt by his infidelities", to commit 
perjury in his defence. As prime 
minister, Lloyd George also issued 
several successful writs over accusa¬ 
tions that he had offered honours for 
safe during the first world war. 

Even CburehiU could be goaded into 
. action by adverse coverage. In 
October-1940. he was enraged by a 
series of articles in the Sunday 
Pictorial and Daily Mirror,; one of 
which included a claim by H.G. Wells 


that “we-stood no chance of beating 
the Germans” without better leader¬ 
ship. Only the war cabinet's interven¬ 
tion dissuaded him from prosecution. 

Eleven years later, he issued a wri) 
against the Daily Minor, which 
accused him of befog a warmonger 
during tiie' 1951 general election 
campaign with the famous headline: 
“Whose finger do yoir want on the 
trigger?" Re-instttlled in Number Ten. 
Cburchiff accepted\a £1.000 settle- 
ment from the newspaper. 

Harold W2soti. -arcorc6iig. to hfe 
biographer BeaKmtott, “neverlearnt 
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numster of the century. In 196$ the 
labour premier received “armmwL 
ate” damages 
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HOME NEWS 


Boredom and truancy 
widespread problems 
in secondaiy schools 


By Ben Preston, education reporter 


TRUANCY, bullying and 
boredom with lessons are 
widespread, according to a 
study of children's artirudes to 
school released today. Most 
secondaiy pupils were keen lo 
learn and enjoyed school, but 
a significant minority was 
hostile and felt alienated, 
according to the report by the 
National Foundation for Edu¬ 
cational Research. 

At least 23 per cent of 14- 
year-old pupils, in their third 
year at secondary school, 
admitted skipping the occa¬ 
sional day or lesson. Children 
were more likely to abscond as 
they grew older. 

Bullying was most serious 
among first-years, with more 
than half of 12-year-olds re¬ 
porting incidents. At least 15 
percent complained they were 
often victimised by bullies. 
Almost 10 per cent of pupils 
said they were bored in all or 
most lessons, with up to 55 
per cent agreeing they found 
some classes tedious. Motiva¬ 
tion dropped by the time 
pupils reached the third year. 

The findings, based on a 
survey of 1,160 first-years and 
980 ihird-yeais. support a 
larger project investigating 
truancy among 14- to 16-year- 


olds by the University of 
North London for the educa¬ 
tion deportment. 

The unpublished results, 
now in the hands of John 
Panen. the education secre¬ 
tary. are expected to confirm 
about one in three pupils have 
played truant, with one in five 
deliberately doing so to avoid 
particular lessons. 

Mr Patten believes truancy 
often triggers a “cycle of 
criminality". All schools will 
be required under the citizen's 
dialler to publish their truan¬ 
cy rates this year. 

The smaller study was car¬ 
ried out for the National 
Commission on Education, an 
independent inquiry to report 
in the autumn. It links pupils’ 
attitudes towards school with 
the ability of teachers to main¬ 
tain high expectations, keep 
classroom discipline and give 
children regular feedback. 

At least 15 per cent of pupils 
said they spent more than two 
houis on homework. 20 per 
cent an hour and a half, 30 per 
cent an hour, 20 per cent half 
an hour or less, and ten per 
cent said they did none Near¬ 
ly 40 per cent of pupils found 
time to read for fun almost 
everyday, but 18 per cent said 


they newer did this. Almost a 
third of pupils watched tele¬ 
vision or videos for four hours 
or more each day. 

Margaret Maden. chair¬ 
man of the NCE working 
group on schools, society and 
citizenship, said there was 
justifiable anxiety about 
young people who found 
school an alienating ex¬ 
perience. 

There were indications of 
high expectations of learning 
and strong support for the 
value of schools but also 
“inescapable signs of disen¬ 
chantment with certain as¬ 
pects of school life and school 
work". 

What Do Students Think 
About School? by Wendy 
Keys and Cres Fernandes 
(National Foundation for 
Educational Research. The 
Mere, Upton Park. Slough, 
Berkshire, SL1 2DQ.-E8) 

□ Governors at the first school 
where a parental ballot for 
grant-maintained status end¬ 
ed in a tie are to appeal to John 
Patten, the education secre¬ 
tary. for permission to repeat 
the vote The ballot at Shirley 
high school. Crqydon. was 
deadlocked at 332 votes each. 


Unions warn teachers over 
threat of false abuse claims 


By John O’Leary, education correspondent 


TWO teachers' unions yester¬ 
day warned their members of 
a growing risk of malicious, 
allegations of child abuse since 
the the Children Act became 
law. 

In separate announce¬ 
ments. the National Associ¬ 
ation of Head Teachers and 
the Association of Teachers 
and Lecturers highlighted the 
dangers inherent in one-to- 
one contact or counselling 
with children. Heads were 
given guidelines both ro pro¬ 
tea staff from false accusations 
and to prevent physical and 
sexual abuse of pupils. 

Gfll Sage, the AIT'S' solid-, 
tor. said there bad been a 
significant increase in the 
number of false allegations of 
child abuse by children 
against teachers in the last 
year. Staff were automatically 


suspended, and had no legal 
redress for their distress and 
anxiety when allegations were 
proved false. 

Ms Sage told a seminar in 
Belfast that the Children Act 
was helping to prevent the 
worst forms of abuse. “But it 
seems to be a sad reflection 
upon society that an act which 
is so desperately needed by all 
children at risk can be such a 
dangerous weapon in the 
hands of the few." 

The association is advising 
its members to withdraw from 
any potentially dangerous or 
exposed situations, riot to have 
any form of physical contact, 
induding comforting, with 
pupDs.. ahd even to refuse to 
take .part in activities where - 
they might find themselves. 
alone with one or two pupils. 

The act is due to be 


extended to Northern Ireland 
in the near future and Ms 
Sage, speaking at a union- 
organised seminar, warned 
teachers in the province “never 
be left alone or isolated with a 
pupil" once the'act is in place. 
If a teacher had to be alone 
with a pupil the advice was 
“leave the door open". 

The head teachers’ guide¬ 
lines cover all aspects of the 
care and control of pupils, and 
were drawn up in the light of 
last year’s “pindown" affair at 
a Staffordshire children’s 
home. David Hart the 
NAHT’s general secretary, 
said: “There are particular 
difficulties for staff in residen¬ 
tial schools Or in those dealing 
with severely handicapped, pu¬ 
pils.' Sfaff shouW be wanted 
regularly about putting them¬ 
selves in situations which 
might give rise to allegations 
of abuse." 



Boy aged 12 wins 
a place at Oxford 


WITH 

THE TIMES 
TOMORROW 

The Saturday Review 
Tony Parsons on the 
power of Clockwork Orange 
Sting: Alan Jackson meets 
the eco-hero of pop 
The perpetual exile 
of the white African 
Rubin-Knox Johnston 
shares his gut feelings 
AND 

Ben Madntyre goes 
star-spotting in New York 

Weekend Times 

Paragliding on the 
wind and a prayer 

AND 

Caiilin Moran meets 
The Lemon heads 


ADAM Dent may be starting 
a family tradition in winning a 
place at Oxford University at 
the age of 12 (John O’Leary 
writes). The science prodigy 
has to wait until 1994 before 
going to St Hugh’s College to 
study chemistry. By then, his 
brother Geoffrey. 11 yester¬ 
day. will be on his way to A 
level and sister Emma, 9. 
could be contemplating 
GCSE. 

St Hugh's, which awarded a 
place to Ruth Lawrence at the 


same age. wants to give Adam 
time to mature and brush up 
his English. Geoffrey will be 
even more mature, since he 
does not want to start univer¬ 
sity until the ripe old age of 16. 

AD three children were with¬ 
drawn from school four years 
ago. and taught at home by 
their mother, Jessie. When 
Adam had acquired four A- 
grade GCSEs in a year, he 
joined the sixth form at Ayles¬ 
bury Grammar School. Buck¬ 
inghamshire. at the age of ten. 







Off the rails: the front carriage of a train hanging from a viaduct above homes in Ramsgate, K^tafterifcra^^wiiaepufffiagmtoSKhn^ 
yesterday. Evacuated residents were allowed home later but were due to move out again early this morning Mule a crane salvaged tne tram 


lorne later but were due to move out again early this morning While a crane salvaged the tram 


Ecstasy gang ‘signed Europe Doctors plan first 
drugs treaty at Maastricht’ gene therapy trial 


Science prodigy: Adam, front, with his family 


TWO crates of beer bottles 
filled with seven litres of the 
drug ecstasy in liquid form 
were found in the fiat of a 
Dutch chemist who helped to 
manufacture the biggest haul 
of the substance ever seized in 
Britain, the Old Baitey was 
told yesterday. 

Andrew Mitchell for the 
prosecution, said that Peter 
Vukmirovic “became involved 
in the drugs scene and began 
organising the importation of 
liquid ecstasy from the Conti¬ 
nent and arranging the drug’s 
manufacture”. 

Mr Mitchell said that die 
meeting which started the 
operation was held in Maas¬ 
tricht. “At the same time that 
the European treaty at Maasr 
tricht was bring struck, 
another deal was bong struck 
forthe importation, mamifac-. 
fure and, supply at ecstasy.” 
he said. Vukmirovic brought 
the liquid ecstasy into Britain. 

Short needs 
a draw for 
victory 

NIGEL Short is a draw away 
from becoming world chess 
championship challenger 
after, beating Jan Timman 
yesterday in the twelfth game 
of their final dkninatot 
match. 

• Timman, of The Neth¬ 
erlands, resigned in a hopeless 
position after 46 moves and 
five hoars 20 minutes’ play to 
give Short an almost unassail¬ 
able seven-five lead with two 
games to play. If Short wins he 
will take on Gary Kasparov, 
the world champion, this 
summer, becoming the first 
British challenger for the 
title. 

Short arrived for the game 
armed with a packet of paper 
handkerchiefs. He is known to 
have suffered frequent head 
colds since childhood. He 
looked pale and disappointed 
after losing on Wednesday. 

The game began with the 
same well-known open varia¬ 
tion of the Ruy Lopez opening 
chosen by the players in the 
sixth ar.d eighth rounds. 
Timman. piaying black, var¬ 
ied from an earlier dash with 
Short at a Dutch tournament 
in 19S8 with a wing pawn 
advance on his eleventh move. 


in screw-top beer bottles, and 
two crates of them are alleged 
to have been found storedat 
his fiat. 

The chemist would now 
give evidence for the proseoi- 
tion in the trial of five .men 
and a woman accused of 
taking part in the ring, he 
said. 

Police found 27.7 kilo¬ 
grams of the drug in pow¬ 
dered form — with an 
estimated street value of £7 
mini on — after they arrested 
Vukmanvic the court heard. 

The defendants are Thomas 
Slater, 49, of Harrow, Gaiy 
Slater. 32, of Northolt. 
Zachary,. Slater, 26. and his 
wife Deborah Thain, 25, of 
Harrow; all in Middlesex Ian 
Ring. 30, of Sutton. Surrey 
and Gary Eaies. 32, of Rom¬ 
ford, Essex.' 

IheydenyShaving plotted to 
smuggle, produce or supply 1 
the drug or assisting in the. 


retention of fife proceeds of 
drug trafficking .-. 

Mr Mitcfaell fold .the court 
“This was a very .lucrative' 
track. Thomas Slider had 
something" Hke £35,000 - in 
cash in his-caur as he was 
leaving the country.” 

The gang intended to sup¬ 
ply ecstasy to the whole of 
northern Europe; he saRL 

■' There was an abundance of 

supporting evidence. One wa¬ 
nes? had been asked to make: 
dies in foe shape'bf flying - 
drivesOstensibly .for the 
manufactureof buttons.; \ 
•These were’ : iiot press; 
stamps for buttons 1 'foe 
emblems on the ecstasy tab-. ; 
lets were flying detires;" 7 said 
Mr Mitchell :r . -‘ 

The prosecution alleges, 
that foe tabtets.were^o/Have 
been soldatrave -or'And 
House parties, V „ 
ThetriaT 'Waf; adjourned 
until today... - , ; ' 


By Nigel Hawkjes, science editor 


next few. weeks at. .Great' _ 
Ormond. -Street -hospital 
London. r . 

The patient isachfld suffer¬ 
ing from a congenital condi¬ 
tion m. which -the body, is 
.unable tomalreayitalenzyme 
called adenosine deaminase - 
(ADA}, fa foe absence of foe- 

eruyme, toxic substances ac- - 

cumulate m foe. bloodstream 
and kin the lymphocytes, cells' 
vital tofoefiHJctiomngqftiie. 
immune system. Sufferers sue 
vulnerable to infections and 
usually die in cbffdhood- 

A-team led by Dr Gareth 
Morgan, senforiecturerin; 
immunology at thebbspital 
will cany out foe therapy,’for; 
which approval was grveti on 
Tuesday Tiy vtsi government’ .* 
advisory- comimttre diaired ' 
by Sir Cecil Ootirier. The- : 
patient b&.not hrni r named-. 


The treatment will involve 
removing bone marrow cefls. 
modifiying lhemm the labora¬ 
tory ^ inserting into their 
genetic materia) foe missing 
ADA gene^ and replacing 
therm Thai should enable the 
patient .‘to produce the en¬ 
zyme. alfowing die immune 
system to recover. - 
Dr Morgan.said yesterday 
fiat die; qommlttee bad ap- 
proved a protocol for treating 
a specific patient Doctors 
hope the single treatment will 
have fong-lasting effects, un¬ 
like the Amencan expert- 
meats, which; altered blood 
ceils Only’ and needed lo be 
repeated-monthly. V 
The full; benefit of- gene 
therapy will come only when 
. it Is applied fo more common 
genfetic dlseaSes such as cystic 
fibrosis. A proposal to treat 
such patients ha? been made 
but v 



CLOSING DOWN SALE 

HANDMADE ORIENTAL CARPETS. 

80 % 

OFF ALL STOCK. 

Du? to the present Recession and unfavourable economic 
situation we are forced to close down cur branch a: - Mev, 
Bond- Street- London V> i. 

Vve are offering 8Q : -:L discount or. oil our normal prices. 
Plscit. call immediately, mi stock must be cleared 
Reasonable offers w:i‘ not be refused. 'Vc wjis open every 
Sunday from 11.00am to 5.00pm..Akr.day to Saturday 9.3-0 
to 6pm. - 

MAYFAIR CARPET GALLERY LTD. 

' Wholesalers.''&"Rsiauers of -Persian,- Kashmir, 
Bokhara Carpets -Sc Rugs. 

41 New Bond Street. London, \V1 

Tel 071-493 0126 Fax 071-40$ 2496 


Why we mustn’t lose 
sleep over insomnia 

By Jeremy Laltrance. health services correspondent 


Fencing down? So are 
the prices at Homebase 


WORRYING about not get¬ 
ting enough sleep is a bigger 
problem than lack of deep 
itself, psychiatrists said yes¬ 
terday. 

Speaking at the launch of a 
leaflet on sleep problems 
from the Royal College of 
Psychiatrists. Professor Ar¬ 
thur Crisp of St George’s 
Hospital Medical School 
south London, said that more 
than one in ten adults suf¬ 
fered from insomnia but criti¬ 
cised doctors for handing out 
too many sleeping pills. “They 
are too' ready to prescribe 
hypnotics (sleeping pills] and 
are rightly condemned for it." 
Each new drug had new 
problems. 

There are several dozen 
sleep disorders and research 


in the area is growing. But the 
need for sleep varies widely 
and most disorders are rare.' 
Most adults need seven to 
eight hours sleep a night but 
some manage on only three. 

Professor Crisp said that 
some sleep disorders, such as 
sleepwalking which affects 
one in too adults, can endan¬ 
ger foe sleeper and their 
families. ‘They are suddenly, 
aroused out of a deep sleep to 
a situation akin to wakeful¬ 
ness. They can become ag¬ 
gressive and may harm 
themselves by putting their 
hands through windows or 
falling downstairs." 

!_i Sleep problems (Rqyal Coll¬ 
ege of Psychiatrists. 17 
Belgrave Square. London 
SWiX 8PG; free with SAE| 
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At JAL, we’re constantly looking for new 
ways to make travelling on business with us even 
more enjoyable. It’s with pleasure, then, that we 
announce JAL Mileage Bank Europe. OurJMBE 
mileage credits are available on all 
normal full fare First and Executive 


class tickets. 


And the more JAL miles you 


) 


fly (and until the 30th of June 1993 the first 5,000 
are free), the more there is on offer. 

There are free flights to Hawaii. Free round 
trips to South East Asia. Free European Breaks. 
Free flight upgrades. 

For your free application form 

for membership tat » 


Japan Airlines 


Bank just ring 0800 220 113 
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A WORLD OF COMFORT 


To reach us By 5m 
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Harrods 

By James Landale 

FOUR people were injured 
when an IRA bomb exploded 
outside Harrods, London, yes* 
terday. nine years after a 
bomb killed six at the store. 

The bomb went off at 
9.40am. 20 minutes before 
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Sulspect: police art 
lodong for this man "■ 


then^ we win ask for their 
assistance.” - 
He-injected the notion that 
the attacks had links wBh 
wi tchc r aft. .-; 

;Hotse and Hound. maga- 
zineyesteiday added £1.000lo 
the £17,000 already offered'as 
rewardsfor infbimatHm.)ead- 
ing to a conwctioiL \ ' •' 

■ The HampririrepcJk*aper 
ation has been named--after 
the mare who died, ^fodni- 



exfhnhe prisoners’ grievances. Kenneth daike. the 
seaetaty/ifanouhccd yesterday. The ondmdsmanwillbe 
anpowerd to examine ecmiplainte 
and private sector prisons, bat will not have airtharfiy to 
examine prisoners* complaints about the 6onrts,1hefwfice 
or parage boards. 

1 Mr €3aike said die post had been created to help 
-prfcesi^fs who had bated to get satisfaction from the 
existing internal prison compbrints system. "The ombadls- '■ 
man^vfllbeable to Consider the merits of caseras/wdLas 
the procedures involved He or shrwffl make recdmnKri- 
dationsto the chief executive of the prison sendee; audio 
myself fas necessary," he s ai d Stephen Shaw, director of 
the Prison Reform TVu^wSd*This is a sigm'ftcant-step 
towards a fairer prison systemr . 

EG grant hopes 

The Highlands and Islands region and Merseyside could 
qualify for new^ants if proposals to change the rules for 
the European Community s tructu ral fund go ahead 
Wi thin the United Kingdom, only Northern Ireland 
qualifies under the current rules, by which areas with gross 
domestic product less than 75 per cent of the Community 
average are entitled to a share of the £22.8 bHUon fund. 
The European Commission is examining proposals to 
indude regions dose to tire qualifying threshold such as 
the Highlands and Islands, cm 79 per cent Some MEPs 
argue that job tosses in the offshore construction industry 
rosy iB ffyn ifat the under rides- 

Verdict on train death 

The parents of a teenager killed when die drove into tire 
path of a train on a level crossing called yesterday for 
British Rail to .examine its safety meas ures after an 
inquest in Wokingham. Berkshire, returned- a verdict of 
accidental death. Elizabeth Arnold, 17. is believed to have 
been blinded fay simfight as she approached tire crossing. 
Witnesses gave co nflicting evidence on whether the bar¬ 
riers fad come down in time to warn h er tha t a train was 
approaching A signals inspector who exa mine d the cros¬ 
sing after the accident said he could find no fault with the 

banders or warning signals. Peter Arnold, Elizabeth's 
father, sakfc **BR most look at its safety stan dard s." 

Bomb kills workman 

A Roman Catholic workman was killed yesterday fay a 
booby-trap bomb believed to have been plante d by 
Loyalists at a bungalow he was helping to bmld at Kikhess 
near Cookstown. co. Tyrone. Another workman vfcs 
injured by the Mast which was triggered by a door heing 
opened, and a second bomb was round on tire rite. The 
vi ctim , a 25-yeaiwdd married man with two dnkfren h€bb 
S watragh, co. Loodondeny, is believed to be the first 
person to be killed by a Loyalist bomb hi about ten years. 

Van seen near murder 



TO DO TO EARN 


A HIGH RATE 


INTEREST ON 
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You shouldn't'find the terms and. conditions 
of our‘Bonus 90 account too demanding.. 

.Make no'withdrawals in a year and we.will 
reward you with an extra 0.5% gross interest 


per annum. The minimum investment of £2,500 
earns 6.25% gross. 

Larger investments earn more, as high as 
8.85% on £100,000 upwards. You even have 


the option of monthly paid interest. 

For further- details, just pop in to your local 
branch. 

If thats not too much to ask. 
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in Greenhithe. Kent are tiying to trace the dnv er of a 
vehicle seen near tire alleyway from which are stagg ered 
bleeding after the altadc. The vehicle, a fightcotoured van 
or hatchback, was seen parked badfy on a junction, bat 
disap peared within minutes- 

Religious novices quit 

Almost half the men wbb enter religions orders drop out 
after their first two years, according to a surrey m tire 
CafkoGc Herald. Of 691 people who entered orders over 
the past 12 years. 48 per cent of men and 36 percent or 
women left: The main dualities were tonehness and 
institutional life, especially for those under 40. 


ALLIANCE ■■■ LEICESTER 

. YOU GET A SMARTER INVESTOR AT THE ALLIANCE * LEICESTER 


TH* GAO** «*TMVPOT«D ABOTE INCLUDE * BONUS O * o.I* CBM*' INTEREST P»* ANNUM. THE BONUS WILL BE MIS ANNIMLLT, PBOYIOIHO NO WITHDRAWALS OR-HUMSPERl HAW BEEN MADE DOBING THE TWELVE MOUTHS PRIOR TO THE LAST BAT 
or THE MONTH PRECEDING THE ANNIVERSARY Or THE ACCOUNT EEtNC OPENED AMD * MINIMUM BALANCE Dr 111** HAS BUM MAINTAINED. INTI BUT WILL BE EATABLE MET OT BASIC BATE INCOME TAX OB, SUBJECT TO THE AEPUIRED REGISTRATION 
CHUBS. TAX MAT BE EECLAIHEB FROM THE INLAND REVENUE WHERE THE AMOUNT DEDUCTED EXCEEDS AN INVEST?*'* LIABILITY TO TAX. WITHDRAWALS tUOWEO AFTER BB DATS MOT1CX. OB IMMIDIATELT WITH M DATS LOSS OP I UTERI ST An TKe" 
AMOUNT WITHDRAWN. INTEREST PAID ANNUALLY. OR MONTHLY ON REOUEST MINIMUM OPENING DEPOSIT USBO I NTS BEIT RATES ARE VARIABLE. ALLIANCE A LXICESTBB BUILDING SOCIETY OADBV ADMINISTRATION, CLXN ROAD. OADRT. LEICESTER Ltt APP. 

ALLIANCE B LEICESTER BUILDING SOCIETT 
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6 HOME NEWS 


50,000 Britons to take 
part in £9m study of 
diet and cancer links 


TIM ES FRIDAY JA NWKVjOjW 

—— 


By Gillian Bowditch 

SOOTIAND CORRESPONDENT 

BRITISH dooms will today 
begin recruiting 50.000 vol¬ 
unteers for the world’s largest 
investigation into links be¬ 
tween diet and cancer. The £9 
million Europe-wide study, 
due to lasr ten years, will start 
in Scotland, where doctors will 
ask '10,000 patients to 
participate. 

The European Prospective 
Investigation of Cancer will 
look at the diets of 250.000 
people across Europe. It is 
backed try the Royal College of 
General Practitioners and the 
Imperial Cancer Research 
Fund, which is contributing a 
large part of the £1.25 million 
cost of recruiting volunteers in 
Britain. The European Com¬ 
munity is providing a further 
£3 J 5.000. 

The project will look in 
particular at possible links 
between breast and bowel 
cancer and vitamins, fibre and 
fat It will also evaluate the 
long-term risks and benefits 
of hormone replacement 
therapy. Research suggests 
that 35 per cent of deaths from 
cancer could be avoided by 
diet changes and the figure 
could be considerably higher. 

Dr Tim Key, a scientist with 
the research fund's Oxford 
unit, said diet is the single 
most important cause of can¬ 
cer, more significant than 


T f 
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■ A ten year Europe-wide project to 
determine the link between cancer and what 
we eat is launched today in Scotland 


smoking, viruses or radiation. 
“We know that eating fruit 
and vegetables "appears to 
reduce the risk of bowel can¬ 
cer,” he said. 

*TVe don’t know how a high 
fat diet affects the incidence of 
cancer. It may be irrelevant or 
it may be important” 

Scotland’s 1,700 GPs will 
be asked to recruit 10,000 
patients aged between 40 and 
59. Initially 30,000 female 
patients will be recruited, half 
of them users of hormone 
replacement therapy. Patients 
will be asked to flU In a 
questionnaire in which they 
will be asked how often they 
ate a selection of foods in the 
past 12 months. 

Blood samples will be taken 
and stored for up to ten years 
at very low temperatures in 
liquid nitrogen to allow later 
analysis. Patients will be asked 
to fill in a diary of everything 
they eat 

The study will allow re-' 
searchers to examine the diets 
of apparently healthy patients 
who later develop cancer. Doc¬ 
tor Phil HannafonL a fund 
research fellow, acknowledged 
that people tended to eat more 
h ealth ily when they were 


asked to fin in a diaty but said 
that the blood samples and the 
questionnaire would help to 
overcome some of the biases. 

Patients will be asked to fill 
in another diary in two to 
three years' time and GPs will 
report on their health every 
year. 

The study mil run for a 
. minimum of ten years and 
initial recruitment will not be 
completed until 1995. The 
first results will be published 
two to three years later but the 
results will become more de¬ 
tailed and informative with 
the passage of time. 

Dr AJastair Donald, presi¬ 
dent of the GPS’ college, said 
the organisers had deeded to 
enlist the help of Scottish 
doctors first because they were 
keen to help such research. 
Scotland has 15,000 deaths 
from cancer each year and 
researchers believe that 35 per 
cent of them could be prevent¬ 
ed by diet changes. 

Scotland a particularly 
high incidence of bowel cancer 
and doctors believe that up to 
1,563 deaths a year. 90 per 
cent of the total, could be 
avoided if people’s diets were 
changed. 



Bird's-eye view: the Snowdon aviary is one of the 
buildings featured in a book about architecture at 
London zoo (Marcus Binney writes). Publication of 
the illustrated book today coincides with presenta¬ 
tion to the government of a £21 million {dan for the 
zoo's renovation over ten years. Dr Jo Gipps, zoo 
director, said: "We know many people and 


organisations are interested in these buildings, and 
we want to find sympathetic uses and avoifl long- 
drawn-out planning[ enquiries." Under the plan, the 
controversial Mappin terraces wfll become an open- 
air gorilla enclosure, giving them a much larger 
habitat. The Snowdon aviary, designed by Lord 
* Snowdon. Frank Newby and Cedric Price and 


opened in 1964. has has been praised by zuosafi 
Paul Harrington, senior keeper of birds, l nc 

buds are much fitter and hardier than in smaller 
aviaries." Lord Snowdon said: "It has survived well, 
despite minimal maintenance." 

□77«e Buildings Of London Zoo. Rental Commis¬ 
sion on Historical Monuments of England. £12.95 




MUST END SOON! 
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ROLLED VINYL HTOOL BOXES AND& 

jflooringJ^torageboxkJJI 

TORCHES IPLYSU HOUSEWARES 


COVING ft DECORATIVE 


ijW'] ■•Jit [cyi 


IN PLASTERJPOLYURETHANE 
AND POLYSTYRENE 

Excluding fire surrounds and upSghten 


plus 


THESE GREAT OFFERS 


MARKED PRICES ON 


llWJil* 




PRICES ON 

ra«»BWH 

i coni products] . Bladders! 
jh mmehil iwmmok} 
poor khob s . hw?pu§1 | acmctmcx 

and POOR BRBSSWBBEjl DOORS 



B&Q 


% 

OFF 


lift 711 IK 


Every kitchen is reduced In the B&Q Sale, 
some by as much as 75%, so if you're 
thinking of buying a new kitchen pop into 
B&Q first and you'll soon be saving. 

Hu hfepwr KSciMn unit prices qnotwi raa n» last price <n wNcfi'ttw tmOs 
were avaflabto bHMdoafly at B&Q. Shnlar JbcoubH ware mrakbto 
immedoMly before tbe Sole wtaun at least 3 units were pa ttfK BO d hi am 


ivy*/ off 


land/tor drawn an only and excludes accessories, open end units. raWway 
I otKs, vririfl racks, pothwts, pOrtftE, ponota, corelraa. viwBops, lirtopps, 

I tops and appMancee. Please bAow appmxtawfety 3 weeks for defray. 


mm 


THESE HTTiD 
RIRAilURE 

CANTERBURY, GREY5TONE 
& ROCHESTER 
Was 50% OFF NawanOTJM 20% Of? 



W 0 / OFF 

/O onset. 


PRICES ON 




POWER TOOLS 




OPENING HOURS 

Open 8am to 8pm 

Monday to Saturday J 

Most stores also open^^HOr I 

Sunday 9am to 6pm^^HBr 1 

RING 081-466 4166 * 

FOR YOUR _ 

NEAREST STORE ' LAST! 

80% of pnxtuds d Reaunad by a *% oil mariad prices', nave been at im Ngiw prices ftw nl host 28 <tap kranedbMy prtor to Bn Sato. Sse tauori I* (Mali af hdMdutd lams. 

tDTeaaro*-oy to pomsgrww - - Ir 

euRwi * — ■ — —i-1 - —~ ■ ■ . | 1 - wft 1. '**•*4. - - - _ ■-—■ 
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t w Marked prices 
will be reduced 
W by the appropriate 
f discount at the 
checkouts. 


f HURRY WHILE 
STOCKS LASTIi 


sum mm. 1 under two sees. _ 
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French rail chief threatens 
to sue over BR privatisation Huntsman $ 

By Tim Jones, transport correspondent diCS 111 

HE government has been competing road transport ing the effects of privatisation. poctlp 1ol/p 
anted that privatisation of market infrastructure costs Brian WDson. shadow UlallV ImIVC 


THE government has been 
warned that privatisation of 
British Rafi could bring a 
daim for damages from 
SNCF, the French national 
railway company, if the move 
cuts the volume of freight 
traffic through the Channel 
tuimeL 

Alain Poinssot SNCFs 
director of freight claims that 
the plans are creating “an 
extremely destabilising cli¬ 
mate of unc e rtainty " for 
freight .operator, particularly 
in Brinm. 

He has tdd members of the 
Commons transport commit¬ 
tee that die proposal to dis¬ 
mantle British Rail and 
establish Rafifracka$thecon>- 
panyresponsble for the trade, 
signalling and infrariruaure 
vail kill co m pet itiv eness with 
road transport 
Mr Poinssot says in a letter 
that the plan to make 
RaHtrack a self-financing com¬ 
pany was “completely dis¬ 
criminatory” because in the 

20 million 
with HIV in 
two years 

By Nigel Hawkes 

SCIENCE EDITOR 

BY 1995 almost 20 mil li on 
people will have been infected 
with HIV, the virus responsi¬ 
ble for Aids, a new report says. 
At the end of 1992 1 3 iwilBn n 
had been infected, of whom 
2:5 million had died from 
Aids-related Alnesses. 

But resources to deal with 
the worsening epidemic have 
begun to decline. In 1991, 
money provided by wealthy 
nations for prevention and 
control of the virus in the 
developing world decreased 
for the first time. 

Professor Jonathan Mann, 
who compiled the report Aids 
in the World with other spe¬ 
cialists at Harvard University, 
said there is "a dear and 
dangerous gap between the 
accelerating epidemic and 
efforts against HIV/Aids 
around the world". 

Country Walks (1) 

I HAVE always enjoyed my 
country walks with Mr 
Michael Howard, but never 
more so than yesterday. 

“I see you’ve brought your 
dog” I said as we met 
“Absolutely not," he re¬ 
plied. "There are no plans 
under consideration to 
bring my dog — or for that 
matter anybody dse’s dbg!” 
He grinned^ one of bis 
reassuxinc gnus 
“But what's thatr I coun¬ 
tered, pointing to a dog on 
the end of the lead he hdd in 
his hand. 

"Let’s look at tire broad 
outline of your suggestion In 
relation to prevainng coodk - 
turns,” be replied. “But first, 
let’s consider what most 
people admit is my impres¬ 
sive record of going for a 
walk without a dog. For 


competing road transport 
market infrastructure costs 
were largely assumed by tire 
community as a whole. 

Rafltrack. as envisaged, 
would stop the two national 
rail companies from reaching 
tiie Euro-tunnel traffic targets 
on which they had based their 
financial commitments. "Tbe 
financial consequenaes of this 
state of affairs would be seri¬ 
ous for SNCF. which would be 
entitled to ask itself-where - 
responsibility fey for ‘tile 
change in cutumstancBS since 1 
tiie original agreements were 
signed.” ■ 

In another development 
the Labour party said yester¬ 
day that a leaked Whitehall 
document raised doubts about 
cheap fare deals and other 
benefits for passengers after 
privatisation. 

It denounced- as “devastat¬ 
ing and disgraceful" the con¬ 
tents of the leaked dossier, said 
to be a topTevd transport 
department document detaflr- 


ing the effects of privatisation. 

Brian WDson, shadow 
transport minster, said the 
document declared that dis¬ 
counts on throughficketing 
“should not be imposed” on 
private operators and they 
could not be expected to sell 
tickets for services other than 
their o wn because ths ”nms 
contrary to commercial inter¬ 
ests." • 

Private raD operators, the 
document says, should decide 
what timetable information to 
make: antilabte andfe what 
form, and should be freeto opt 
-in or but of accepting rafl 
warrants on the basis of com¬ 
mercial decisions. 

Private operators, it says, 
might choose to retain 
RflDcarris for the disabled “for 
the public relations benefit". . 

Mr Wilson said that he 
would, send a copy to every 
Tory MP “to ensure that even 
the, thickest-skinned of them ; 
are. In no doubt about what | 
they wfll be asked to vote for. 


Third of nation faces 
poverty, Says Shelter 


By John Young 


BRITAIN is turning into a 
society in which two thirds of 
the population have homes, 
jobs and comfortable living 
standards while the rest face 
despair and deprivation, 
Sheila McKechnie, director of 
the charity Shelter, said 
yesterday. 

Criticising the lack of a 
political wifi to seek solutions 
to the problems of the inner 
cities, riie said that all indica¬ 
tors showed a growing divide 
between the haves and the 
have-nots. 

As one of the world’s richer 
societies Britain appeared to 
be unable to come up with 
strategies and solutions to end 
the poverty on its doorstep. 
Urban regeneration account¬ 
ed for a mere 03 per cent of 
public pending. 

“That is not tiie kind of 
fundamental commitment 
that is needed,” she said. “I 
can hardly bear to think of 


living in a society in which a 
third of- its members are 
virtually excluded from all 
activity.” 

Ms McKechnie was speak¬ 
ing at the presentation of the 
-Jameson Award to Jackie 
Haq, 36, a mother of five, for 
her efforts to revitalise the 
Scotswood estate in Newcastle 
upon Tyne, for which she was 
awarded the MBE. 

The estate had been one of 
the most deprived in Bri tain. 
In the late 1980s the number 
of empty properties there rose 
from 75 to about 500 and 
more than half the remaining 
residents had been unem¬ 
ployed for more than two 
years. 

There had been a failure of 
leadership.at all levels from 
the government downwards, 
and local leaders in communi- 
ties facing hardship and pov¬ 
erty, such as Jackie Haq. were 
all too rare, she said. 


The way it isn't 



instance, onty last Novem¬ 
ber I walked without a dog. 

Him. nmin » 


“But you have a dog 
now!” I replied. “I can see 

.hr . 

Once more, he gave a 
broad, bemused smite. "I 
don’t think you invited me 
here to get bogged down 
in rumour and counter- 
rumour of whether or not 
there is a dog with me. 

"Frankly, there are far 
more important consider-. 


ations to discuss. For in- 
stance—where arc we going 
to-walk? As you know. I 
welcome all comments." 
“let’s go the lake" I said. 
"An excellent suggestion." 
he replied. “So tbe castle it 

IS!” 

“But I said the lake!” 

“I have taken the broad 
of your suggestion on 
board, but quite honestly, 
fry as one might, one simply 
can’t satisfy may ^ 
person m these matters.” he 
replied. 

^You.know, Michael” i 
^ tnKi 8 e <lourwmr 
towards *e castle. "you?e 

as . straight- 
to™®rd as you daim.” 

as rue tong maintained. 
I am more than wflUiw 

KSffiSEai? 


A man bunting geese at Leeds 
I Castle near Maidstone. Kent, 
i drowned when he tried 10 
r rescue his dog. which had 
t fallen into a lake and was 
i dragged through a sluice gale. 
l A castle spokesman said the 

• „ man. who has not been 

named, was hunting with a 
■ local former to cull the large 
r numbers of Canada , geese 

• which were causing a nui¬ 
sance in the grounds, - 

"His dos .ran off and got 
into diffiemty in the fast flow¬ 
ing water. The man went into 
the water too, unaware that 
there are strong undercur¬ 
rents. He was dragged .down 
to the sluice gate and sadly 
drowned.” tbe spokesman 
said. 

“Water flows through the 
shiioe into the moat, but there 
is a difference of 10ft in height 
between the two waters, and 
this creates a high pressure.” 
The victim’s dog was later 
pulled alive from the moat. 

War burial * 

A second world war pilot is to 
be buried in Calvados, France, 
next week, nearly 50 years 
after he was shot down in a 
dogfight over Normandy. The 
remains of RNVR Lt Arthur 
Beane’s Spitfire were found 
last autumn when the smell of 
petrol noticed by a former 
whenever he ploughed a field 
was investigated. 

Hit and run 

Adam Birch, 5, was seriouslyfeg 
ill in hospital after being 
struck by a hit-and-run driver 
while crossing a toad at St 
Mary’s, Southampton, near 
his home. A man was arrested 
after police traced a Morris 
Ital car. 

OH spill sighted 

The transport department's 
Marine Pollution Control 
Unit is investigating a mile- 
tong oil slick off the Cornish 
coast after it was reported by a 
navy minesweeper. Coast¬ 
guards are unable to trace its 
origin. 

Hair today... 

^High Court judge appeared# 
bareheaded In court in Cardiff 
aterhisvrig was stolen tram 
overnight. Mr 
Justice Macphetson appealed: 

If any good arizen sees any- 

Rifle accident 

anrid2Sf? W i? Un en thu«ast 
himself in 
the stomach during a target 

session at a rifle 
>n Monmouth. Gwent 

Pole positioned 

^inLdsh. KenllWa 
raffoHpoletoihcfrontofa 
car and rammed a shop to 

S&BS*- docks w ° nh #. 

Alcohol banned 

alcohol in 

Pjwuc K being imposed in 
nd " 

ers could be fined up io £ 100 . 
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Military illusions shattered again by harsh economic realities 



S o once again a British 
Government fines the old 
and as yet never solved 
problem of the disparity between 
the rote Britain thunks it ought to 


aggression in Mandmria in 1951, 

and far too'militarily risky to 


Ethiopia m 1935-36 at a tone 
when Britain already faped a 


long one, white, the lYeasuzy 
pronotmcedwe could only afford a 
war ff it were a shortone. . 

’■ Here, stated in its most acute 
form.was thrf British 20th centmy 


and Conservative doaneeflois - the severe o vers t retch from which 
warned that the frail state of the the armed forces have chronically 
economy and fragile balance of suffered, and winch has been 
payme n ts meant we could not freshly accepted in Options far 
afford the aimed farces and Fudge— sorry. Change. 


out diplomatically and nuKtariJy 
in a bine beret to prevent or sort 
out qnarreis anywhere in the 
world. 

In a sentence: they believe that 


UN Security Council is becoming 
more of a burdensome obligation 
than a diplomatic asset It hardly 
makes sense for us to “pull more 
than our weight" in the UN when 



By Bin. Frost '. 

DESPITE a present defence 
budget of £24 billion and 
nearly 285.000- men and 
women serving with - the 
aimed forces, there is great 

amrmg militar y plan- 

ners and officers about casting 
Britain in the role of world 
policeman. 

• Speaking last month in the 
sandbagged basement Of a 
UN barracks in Kiseljak, cen¬ 
tral Bosnia, a high-ranking 
British officer told The Times 
that he would need “tens of 
thousands” of men to part the 
combatants. He said & army 
was already stretched to the 
limit across the world and 
further commitment to 
present or future conflict 
would be disastrous. 

Almost 2.500 troops are in 
Bosnia providing protection 
for hiwnanitarirm aid conveys, 
which has already oost the He 
on one soldier. A further 330 
troops are on stand-by aboard 
the vessels in the Ark Royal 
flotilla which arrived in the 
Adriatic earliertirisweek. 

The army’s current strength 
is mote-than 140,000, with 
16,625 officers and 123.646 
wrKrifid men and women 
about half of whom are based 
in Britain. About 46.000 
troops are . stationed in 
Germany. The British Amy. 

Admiration 
tempered 
by pity 

From Richard Beeston 
in Jerusalem 

ISRAEL'S generals look with 
both pity and admiration at 
the British army, whose meth¬ 
ods of fighting helped to create. 
foe region’s foremost riuKtaiy 

Although most senior Israe¬ 
li officers have little but praise 
for British professionalism, 
they are often bewildered by 
what they regard as our 
anachronistic regimental tra- 
„ . ditiona Above an. Israeli sol- 
• -* ricf dims Hk® 10 believe that foe 

Hit i* 11 ™ practical necessities of war are 

• 1 placed before marching 

bands, dress uniforms and 
parade ground etiquette. 

Reserve troops make up two 
thirds of foe 500 . 000 -strong 
force, and teenage conscripts 


routinely caU generals by their 

first names. "We only have 

one military band in foe whole 
Israeli army.” said one colo¬ 
nel adding that although elite 
combat ibices such as the 
paratroop brigade^ could not 
perform drill property, they 
knew how to fight 
However, foe Israeli army 
also suffers from inefficiency 
and overspending and many 
officers privately reel that it is 
far fop large for its defence 
needs. Tire chief of staff, 
lieutenant General Ehud Ba¬ 
rak. recently began a cam¬ 
paign to tnm staff jobs and- 
bureaucracy to divert funds to 
the combat units. 


equipment and training sol¬ 
diers is such that most top 
pilots today are. like in foe 
RAF,-professional regular ser¬ 
vice tracers, while reservists 
often find themselves doing 
menial office duties or polic¬ 
ing the occupied territories 
One stfdier said: "One day. 
if we ewr have peace. I 
imagine foe Israel Defence 
Force will become like any 
other professional army in a 
democratic country. When 
that happens we will probably 
end up like foe British 
and American armies today." 
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QopNo by Lain Sytaator 


NORTHERN IRELAND 
10.400 troops 
HQ Northern Ireland 

3 Brigade HQs 

1 Engineer Held Squadron 
1 Aoulament Engineering Squadron 

6 long tour Hmy Brena 

4 Short tour Manky Battaloro 

1 Regiment Army Abr Corps 

7 BatWons UDR 

2 Emergency BoCaBons 

(LJDR now Royal Irish AeglmerQ 


GREAT BRITAIN 
SLOOO troops 
1 Division HQ 
HQUKLF 

Home Defence Brigades 


BRITAIN AROUND THE WORLD: 
HOW THE ARMY 18 DEPLOYED 

AUtumn 1992 


CANADA 

400 troops 
Training units 


J YUGOSLAVIA (UN) due 
Sg§ft|g 1 Martiy Battrfwx group ^ 

ASS** (turkey 
-L w' /-a 30 troops 
J • / 1 Engineem 


■ Hie empire is long gbnebut Britain’s 
hard-pressed forces ai£ still to be found in 
more than a dozen faAhmg locations 


[locations 


GERMANY 1 

46,000 troops il 

1 large Armotfed DMsIon HQ B 
1 ArWSeiy Brigade jj 

1 Smag[nfarfryBrigade(Bertn)8 

■ 130 troops 

Joint services HQ + 
Bass detachment 


CYPRUS 

1 Armoured recce Squadron 
1 E nginee rin g Squadron 

1 FSgMArmy At Corps 

2 Intently Battalions 

+ 11nfantry Battafon with UN 


of foe Rhine, once deptoyriti relations between London and 
against the Warsaw Pact na-, Buenos Aires. 500 British 
tions. has become foe matin troops remain in foe Falk- 
eks&Cnt of- Nano’s rapid reac- lands. The commitment. to 
tkmforoe. - 4 - ' preserving the islands' sover- 

‘ There are more than ' tignty is described as open- 
19.000 troops serving in ended. Other commitments 
Northern Ireland. Recent re-- indude 700 men providing 
ports suggest foatihe number security and mflitaiy training 
in foe province inaybf abotft fin' foe Sultan of BruneTs 
to increase The4,600 I soldiei5 forces ami 130 troops on 
in Hong Kong wffl cori&HietD Gibraltar. 

- Much smaller British Army 
contingents are to be found in 
Cambodia, Turkey. Sinai Na- 
. nubia and foe western Saha¬ 
ra. They range in strength 
guard the colony until China from ten to 50 men. mainly 
takes over in 1997. ' deployed as observers On for- 

Peacekeeping duties id merfronffines. 

Cyprus require -3.900 troops ■ ■ MPs on the all-party Com- 
on .foe green-fine between mons defence committee are 
Greek and Turkish ibices, due to tdl tire government to 
British troops also provide think again about foe cats 
security fiffMiddte East mani- proposed in Options far 
. toring posts On foe Vjsland. Change. These would see foe 
Infantry and artillery band- . army shrink from its present 
foira are stationed is Belue. A- strength to.-116,000, with 
Total- of 1,200 lioGpi .me infantry battalions reduced 


guard the colony until C hina. 
takes over in 1997. 

Peacekeeping duties id 
Cyprus ieQrire 3.900 troops 
on the green-fine between 
Greek and Turkish forces. 
British troops also provide 
security for Middle East moni¬ 
toring posts On the' island- 
tafamzy and artiflery battab 


StNAi (MFO) 

10 troops 
Detachment 


1200 troops ,• 

1Wan&y BaSNton I 

1 Field ArtUaryBaOery 
1 Engineer Held Squadron 
1 Ffight Army Air Coipe • . 


WESTERN SAHARAfUN) 
15 troops 

UN raitefY obewvere 


NAMIBIA (UN) 
70 troops 
Trainfngteam 


GULF (UN) 

20 troops 

U>HKDMrn*ftary 

obe o rve m 


HONGKONG I 

4,600 troops 

1 Gurkha Signals Regiment ! 
1 Gurkha Engineers Regiment 
1 Gurkha Transport Remnant 

1 UK I nfantr y Battalion 

2 Gurkha Infantry BanaNora 
1 Squadron Army Ah-Corps 

I BRUNEI 
700 troops 

1 Gurkha Wantry Battalion 
1 FBghl Army Air Corps 


CAMBODIA (UN) 
50 troops 
Engineers 


FALKLAND BLANDS 
500 troops 


1 Engineer Raid Squadron 


Uganda, Mozambique, 
Zonbabuta and Angola 
200troops (Miring units) 

Phis400 others on loan to other 
countries 


deployed to protect foe central 
American state from foe terb- 
torialanfoidonsofireighbciur- 
ing Guatemala. •• •• 

. Tjp. spite ot the.foaw in 


from 55 to 38 by 1995. 

Those seeking increased 
militaiy commitment suggest 
that the heads of foe aimed 
services are crying wolf, and 


point to foe mare active role in 
world peacekeeping foe 
French appear prepared to 
accept But a comparison of 
mifitazy capability shows.that 
France may behmdpressed to 
match ambition with action in 
Bosnia. Although its army 
totals . 261,000 men and 
women, more than half are 
conscripts whoifotfld not usu¬ 
ally be sent to a war zone. In 
addition. President Mitten 
rand’s government is trying to 
cot defence costs. 

Colonel Andrew Duncan erf 
foe International Institute tor 


Strategic Studies yesterday 
supported foe militaiy chiefs. 
. He pointed out that in foerun- 
up to tire proposed cuts, regi¬ 
ments were not being kept at 
full strength. “If one could say 
that foe war in Bosnia would 
be ovepwifoin foe year, then 
tire government and the ser¬ 
vice chiefs might be willing to 
conduit more men. The trou¬ 
ble js that foe War shows no 
sign of drawing to a dost If 
you deploy troops they have to 
be reinforced. You cannot 
keep that up indefinitely.' 

- However, Colonel Duncan 


Role in UN operations adds weight 
to demands fora reprieve by Major 


BySbeOaGunn 

pounoa CORRESPONDENT 

SENIOR Conservative MPS 
yesterday predicted that John 
Major wifi be forced to save 
some of foe regiments threat¬ 
ened with cuts because of fresh 
pressure to contribute to Uni¬ 
ted Nations peace-kieepmg 
forces. 

Despite an admission by 
Douglas Hurd, the foreign 
secretary, that British forces 
are already stretched to meet 
existing6ommrozieril5,Dowh- 
ing Street officials s*y that the 
planned cut in army manpow¬ 
er of 40.000. leaving a total erf 
1 16,000 by 1995, is justified. 

However, senior defence 
sources do not rule out a 
rep ri e v e for some regiments if 
Britain fa*** large additional 
commitments, posiNy in Bos¬ 
nia. 

Malcolm Rifkind, the. de¬ 
fence secretary, has always left 
open scope for rgmeying 
some regiments, or battalions, 
if there is ^undue pressure” on 
Britain’s armed fences. He has 
told colleagues that he does 
not believe bis forces are 
o v erst re tc h ed .at present But 
he concedes that if Britain 
tairw on any more commit¬ 
ments to provide a large 
militaiy force, for example, to 
police new borders in Bosnia, 
then be must think again. Mr 
Rifidnd has also indicated that 
he would not heed extra 


Treasury funds to preserve 
existing regiments, bin could 
switch money front other parts 
of his £24 billion annual 
budget 

Sir Nicholas Bonsax, the 
Conservative chairman of the 
Commons defence committee, 
said yesterday, be believes 
some threatened regiments 
must be saved. • 

**I think foe gpvernmentwill 
find itsetf having to agree to at 
least reversing some of the 
changes proposed under Op¬ 


tions far Change " be said on 
BBC Radio 4’s The World At 
One. . 

“It is no secret that we are 
profoundly unhappy at the 
impact of Options far Change, 
particularly on foe effect on 
ihe infantry." ' 

The admission from de¬ 
fence chiefs that Britain 
turned down a request to 
contribute to tiie UN’s mission 
to Somalia underlined the 
imbalance, be added. 

With experte* talking of 72 

CHRIS 







Way forward: UK troops maintaining Bosnian routes 


potential flashpoints around 
the world, extra demands for 
Britain to contribute to more 
UN peacekeeping forces were 
fikdy. 

Menzies Campbell, the 
committee's liberal Democrat 
MP, called for afrefo analysis 
into Britain's future obliga¬ 
tions. In 1990. when the cuts 
from 55 to 38 regiments were 
drawn up, nobody assumed 
Britain was going to be asked 
to provide forces for UN 
peace-keeping missions, he 
said. 

- The committee’s unani¬ 
mous report on the British 
army in the 1990s, to' be 
published on February 9. will 
call for a moratorium on 
mergers. 

That could save regiments 
listed for amalgamations or 
cuts, such as The Queen’s 
Own Highlanders, which is to 
merge with The Gordon 
Highlanders next year. 

It is understood that the 
MPs will warn ministers: 
“Cosmteov eistr ta d iwiBbethc 
normal state of affairs unless 
the government’s proposal are 
modified.” 

The report will say that the 
defence ministry is breaking 
its own code by reducing the 
two-year time gap between 
tours in Northern Ireland to 
15 or 13 months. Morale in 
army families is also being 
badly affected., according to 
foe committee. 


said British forces could play a 
more derisive rote in foe 
conflict, despite the proposed 
cuts. “There is no need to 
commit large numbers of in¬ 
fantrymen. It would be much 
more hefpful to the UN if we 
could provide more militaiy 
specialists — sappers and 
signallers. 

“Tfere is no shortage of 
infantrymen among foe other 
nations, but we have the 
skilled logistics people that are 
required,” he said. 

Leading aitide, page 15 

Detectives 
fly to the 
Falklands 

By Ian Murray 

TWO senior Scotland Yard 
detectives fly to the Falkland 
Islands on Tuesday to contin¬ 
ue an investigation into dafrns 
that British paratroops kilted 
Argentine prisoners in the 
1982 war. 

DetSupt Alec Edwards and 
Det Insp David Shipperiee 
win spend four days m the 
Falklands, visiting the location 
of the alleged killings and 
meeting civilian and military 
authorities to discover whether 
there are witnesses to what 
happened during the battle for 
Mount Longdon. foe bloodi¬ 
est action in the war. 

The daxms were made in a 
book. Excursion to Hell, writ¬ 
ten fry Vincent Bramley, a 
lance corporal in tire 3rd 
Paratroop Regiment during 
the battle. He writes of a fellow 

soldier who said that he was 
ordered to shoot three prison¬ 
ers found to be American 
mercenaries. 

Scotland Yard began inves¬ 
tigating in August after the 
army askedrivilian authorities 
to take over an enquiry started 
by foe Royal Military Police. 
The 3rd Paratroop Regiment 
stationed at Aldershot, has 
promised to co-operate. Police 
have not decided whether to 
seek out survivors of foe battle 
in Argentina. 


Dwindling forces 
try to fight off 
peace crusaders 

From Charles Bremner in Paris 


DOUGLAS Hold’s remarks 
oh the overstretching of foe 
British armed .forces could 
have come straight from the 
French ministry of defence, 
like the British, the French 
nrifitaiy and their defenders 
befieve that budget cuts are 
leaving foe armed forces 
dangerously Hi-equipped to 
perform foe global peace¬ 
keeping tasks that the politi¬ 
cians are increasing^ 
foisting upon them. 

Before Christmas, Pierre 
Joxe; the defence minister, 
made no secret of his oppo¬ 
sition to France joining the 
United States in Operation 
Restore Hope in Somalia. 
The army was already too 
thin on foe ground, he told 
the cabinet. President Mit¬ 
terrand ruled in favour of 
foe case put by Bernard 
Kouchner. the health and 
humanitarian affairs minis¬ 
ter who has ted a popular 
crusade in favour of military 
relief operations. 

Under planned defence 
arts, France’s semi-con- 
script army is doe to lose 
25.000 of its 300.000 men 
and women in the neat three 
years. Similar reductions 
arc planned for the navy and 

air force, which total 71,000 
and 97,000 respectively. 

The French services also 
indude 77.000 employed in 
supplying and administer- 
ing the militaiy and the 
91.000 members of tire Gen¬ 
darmerie, the para-nriff tary 
police. Of the total 634,000 
French forces. 297,000 are 
professional 224.000 are 
doing national sendee and 
112.000 are rivilian. 

Despite extensive new in¬ 
vestment, the services are 

also worried about ageing 
weapons, aircraft and ves¬ 


sels. Daring the Golf war it 
was discovered that French 
warplanes were not suited 
for tiie missions entrusted 
to them. The aircraft carrier 
Clemenceau is so notorious¬ 
ly old-fashioned that when 
it was sent to the Adriatic 
this week, newspapers car¬ 
ried cartoons of leaky tubs 
and sailras towing it behind 
apedala 

French troops are en¬ 
gaged in more foreign oper¬ 
ations than those of any 
country except the United 
States. In addition to 
25,000 in Germany, 40,000 
are taking part in tight 
United Nations operations 


and 14 others under bilater¬ 
al defence agreements. 

While public opinion is 
strongly in favour of peace¬ 
keeping and humanitarian 
missions, particularly in the 
former Yugoslavia, many se¬ 
nior officers are complain¬ 
ing that such work imposes 
an unacceptable burden. 
The impotence of the 
French contingent in Cro¬ 
atia and Bosma-Herzegovi- 
na has highlighted the 
frustrations of peace- 
monitoring. 

Pierre Dabezies. a former 
pa ra troop officer and am¬ 
bassador, said in £e Monde 
that the aimed forces were 
being asked to cany out too 
many “mflitary-hunmnitar- 
ian” operations until ID- 
defined goals? These all 
risked endingwith “no alter¬ 
native to either leaving with¬ 
out accomplishing the 
mis sion nr engaging in mtis- 

cular reaction whidi is be¬ 
yond our reach". 


Cold war replaced by an outbreak of violent flashpoints 


By Bnx Frost 

THE era of worid peace expected as 

the threat of nuclear war receded 
with foe collapse of the Stwiet 
empire has conspicuously failed to 
arrive: Ancient hatreds have ream- 
faced along with greedy temtoirat 
ambitions as foe old order has made 

way for new uncertainty. _ 

According to a survey by Jane's 
Defence Weekfy there are 26 was 
ennentiy bong fought vrf™* 
two or more countries °f y ftere 
armed insurrection threatens an 

intenfational^recognised go^em- 

ment There are also 23 areastof 
possible conflict where Ntocto 

sionor expansionist aspirations 


cotiki lead to violent anrfro ot a fi o n . 
The survey nlso detects growing 
tension in 24 locations. This brings 
to 73 the total nnmber of flashpoints 
at the start of 1993. 

“The major uftemationBl concern 
will be d eterm i n i ng whether peace- 
makin g will replace peacekeeping as 
a primary international method of 
' readying disputes,” said Jane's. 
"• whose analysts divided tiie worid 
into tight regions for tiie'survey. 

It suggests that Albania may be 
rba&ed into the 1 conflict between 
Bosnia and Croatia m tiie framer 
Yugoslavia, -in order to protect 
MusfimsinKosovo. 

• A second threat is identified in 
Macedonia with increased tension 


between Serbia. Albania. Greece and 
Bulgaria. 

Former Soviet republics have al¬ 
ready witnessed aD-out war, notably 
Tajikistan where militia continue to 


fight each other and Russian peace- 
keeping forces. In Kazakhstan there 
have been dashes involving Tatars 
and Muslim fundamentalists. 

In the Nagorno-Karabakh enclave 
more than 3 JOQO people have died in 
three years of fighting between 
Armenian and Azeri farces. Seces¬ 
sionists continue their war against 
tiie IbHsi government in Geoqpa. 


The Turkish army has continued 
its offensive against the Marxist 
PKK in Knrdustan. According to 
fane's there is now a risk that 
Iranian Kurds may be brought into 
foeeonfficL 

Civil war will erupt once more in 
Angola, says the survey. The newly- 
elected MPIA government will be 
pitted against Unita forces in the 
north, south and east trf the country, 
it predicts. 

fane's survey also warns that the 
use of chemical weapons has in¬ 
creased in Angola. Afghanistan and 
Cambodia during the past year. 
“However, the most serious non- 
conveirtional thiratis probaWy bi^ 
logkal weapons, which are simple to 


build and deploy yet uncontrollable 
in affect” the survey says. 

According to fantfs there are three 
otbw ram concerns as 1993 begins: 
the proliferation of ballistic missile 
technology from Iran to North 
Korea; the increasing alnHty of drug 
barons to undermine elected govern¬ 
ments from the Middle East to latin 
America; and the migration of ethnic 
refugees from foe former Soviet bloc 
to western Europe. 

The surv ey points out that Such 
migration has already cansed a 
vicaent backlash in Germany, with 
the strengthening of neo-Nazi 
groups. “Ibere is tiie risk that 
France and otter European coun¬ 
tries wffl suffer the same problems.” 




C7D0 MIH. UPTO I7C0C' FOR CURRENT I 
it: fiiLEJ WJITtC, C01D OR STtEL. CIO i NEW- 

























































































































8 POLITICS AND GOVERNMENT _ the times 

‘What on earth does it take for a minister to resign from this government?. 


CP, HAY JA NUARY 


Hard-hitting Smith accuses 
the cabinet of ‘arrogance’ 


trf. 


By Jill Sherman, political correspondent 


JOHN Smith Iasi night deliv¬ 
ered a scathing attack on the 
government’s conduct, accus¬ 
ing ministers and civil ser¬ 
vants of arrogance, insensi¬ 
tivity and partiality. 

In a hard-hitting speech the 
Labour leader pitied off one 
cabins minister after another, 
claiming they had misled Par¬ 
liament, acted illegally, and 
betrayed the public. He sug¬ 
gested that impartiality was 
being compromised in White¬ 
hall and called for a new code 
of conduct setting out'the roles 
and responsibilities of minis* 
ters and rivfl servants- 

Using a keynote address to 
Labour businessmen and 
economists at the Institute of 
Civil Engineers, Mr Smith set 
out his ideas for constitutional 
reform and addressed criti¬ 
cism of his bland leade rshi p. 
He trawled over the errors, 
retreats and deception which 
he claimed had marked the 
hist ten months of this 
parliament. 

A sense of responsibility and 
honour had been replaced by 
personal survival at all costs, 
he argued in his most forceful 
speech since taking over as 
leader. While not naming 
John Major, he made it dear 


he considered that the prime 
minister had no control over 
his cabinet With uncharacter¬ 
istic bluntness Mr Smith ac¬ 
cused Michael Hesdtine of 
breaking the Iaw crver the pit 
debacle and rebuked the 
Chancellor for allowing the 
taxpayer to fond his legal fees 
and for his failed economic 
polity. 

Mr Heseltine, “totally dis¬ 
credited and humiliated” 

should have resigned after the 
High Court judgment that the 
pit closures were illegal. Nor¬ 
man Lamont, equally dam¬ 
aged. should have resigned 
after Blade. Wednesday as a 
matter of honour. “I have 
nothing personal against the 
Chancellor who ... has to be 
admired for his staying power. 
But these are matters of nat¬ 
ional concern. Mr Lamonfs 
entire economic policy has 
been a complete failure." 

In the past ministers re¬ 
signed when polities foiled but 
now no ministers took respon¬ 
sibility for their actions. Mr 
Smith said. 

“They mislead Parliament, 
break the law, they jettison 
policies which once formed 
the cornerstone of their entire 
programme, they use public 


money to pay private legal 
bills, they are forced into 
retreat by the anger of the 
British people and nobody 
takes reponabUity," he sa*L 
“One is forced to ask the 
question: what on earth does it 
take for a minister to resign 
from this government?" 

The Matrix Churchill affair 
had shown that senior minis¬ 
ters had knowingly misled 
Parliament over the govern¬ 
ment's policy on selling arms 
to Iraq. Mr Smith rtaimeri- 
“The affair sharply exposed 
ministers sliding about, run¬ 
ning for cover, giving false 
answers, ducking their duty to 
Parliament and behaving in 
an altogether shabby way." 

The arrogance of power had 
led to more serious conse¬ 
quences. be said. It had be¬ 
come-standard practice for 
Toiypofititians to move from 
the cabinet to senior positions 
in privatised industries. Simi¬ 
larly, senior dvO servants in¬ 
creasingly passed from top 
jobs in Whitehall to top jobs in 
industry connected with their 
former departments. 

The government did not 
have the public's support on 
most of its policies, including 
pit closures, rail privatisation. 



unemployment, training and 
the economy. The electorate 
rave the government die bene¬ 
fit of the doubt-last April. "But 
since then they have done 
nothing but break promise 
after promise. And in the 
process they have conducted 
themselves with an arrogance 
and inrensitivity which has 
appalled the nation." 

Turning to . the dvfl service 
Mr S mith criticised the effect 
of single-patty rule on White¬ 
hall. "Many senior rivfl ser¬ 
vants have never worked 
under another political party 
or another political philoso¬ 
phy." Their impartiality was 
now being compromised, 
leading to poor judgment he 
daimecL He questioned evi¬ 
dence from Sir Peter Middle- 
ton, former permanent 
secretary at the Treasury, and 
his successor Sir Teny Bums, 
to the public accounts commit¬ 
tee over the fact that die 
Treasury had contributed to 
Mr Lamonfs legal bQL “The 
fact that the two men... could 
see no impropriety in what 
they had done is in itself 
revealing,” he said. . 

The behaviour of officials in 
the Matrix Churchill affair, 
trying to circumvent official 
guidelines, was equally ques¬ 
tionable. he said. 

“A government that cannot 
tdl die difference between 
party interest and die national 
interest has missed a very 
important point about the 
British constitution." he said. 
"Under this government it has 
become increasingly blurred." 

There were too few checks 
and balances on the over¬ 
centralisation of government, 
and individuals had too few 
rights. Calling for a freedom 
of information act and bill of 
rights. Mr Smith said politi¬ 
cians should strive towards a 
democracy in which there was 
wide participation, keen de¬ 
bate and open decision¬ 
making. 

Leading article, page IS 
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Dual target spoils Labour leader’s aim 


N o one in tire Labour party will now 
be able to accuse John Smith of 
wMrfWtng his attack after last night's 
broadside about declining standards in 
government: For someone naturally so 
cautious, his l ang u ag e was remarkably 
strong. He talked of the dangers of an 
eventual erosion of pobfic confidence in 
our whole political system and of a crisis 
of political authority. 

However, he confused two separate 
targets. He aimed both at standards of 
bebavicnr by ministers and rivfl servants 
and at responsfoSiiy for policy foflnres. 
The two axe not the same. Whether 
Norman Lament should resign over 
failures in economic policy, or Michael 
Hesdtine over foe pit closures fiasco, are 
questions of political credibility and 
judgment not of ethical standards. Both 
are obviously responsible for what has 
gone wrong and perhaps one or other, or 
both, should go. However, their future is 
not an absotate question of right or 
wrong hot a neiatne one. 

Thar was never a golden age when 
ministers resigned when their policies 
foiled, as Mr Smith should remember 
from his days as a m i n i s t er from 1974 
until 1979. Ministers generally resign 
only when they lose the confidence of 
their colleagues. To talk of matters of 
honour: as Mr Smith did. risks creating 
questions of principle where none haw 
ever existed. 

Mr Smith is an much stro n ge r ground 


-when he discusses the-affair of Mr 
Lament's legal feck the Matrix Churchill 
trial and sales to Iraq, the inowby former 
cabinet ministers to influential posts in 
privatised industries, and the revolving 
door whereby senior civil ser van ts leave 
Whitehall for top jobs in industries 
dosety connected with their former 
departments. AO these raise.'genuine 
ethical issues, and it was revealing 
' yesterday that Downing Street officials 
emphasised that the prime minister 
would be paying his own legal fees in the 
libel actions he has brought. 

These examples are an symptoms of 
the impact of nearly 14 years of one-party 
rule, which Mr Smith fairly argued have 
“potentially extremely damaging” impli¬ 
cations for the rivfl service. No one 
disputes die hi gh standards of Sir Robin 
Butler and his senior colleagues, certain¬ 
ly fay comparison with many other 
countries. It is rather that the long period 
of one-party rale has affected the instinc¬ 
tive attitudes of rivfl servants ad is, 
according to Mr Smith, increasingly 


The explanation given to the public 
accounts committee last week by. senior 
officials for the payment of some of Mr 
Lamonfs legal fees by the Treasury was 
unconvincing. It smacked Mo much of 


cosy relationships confusing the piditical 
and personal interests of a minister with 
the national interest. Mr Smith ofler-eu 
some sensible suggestions about safe¬ 
guarding the proper role of civil servants, 
including a code of conduct. 

One-party rale has exposed sernw 
weaknesses. Mr Smith's remedies includ¬ 
ed strengthening the power of Parlu- 
menl over the executive (but how?), 
devolving -power within Britain, the 
enactment of a bill of rights, a freedumof 
information act. and greater openness in 
decisionmaking. 

H owever, Mr Smith was guilts of 
partial oversight He neglected in 
mention worries about ethical standards 
in focal amenunent highlighted by this 
week's allegations of corruption in some 
town halls. These are mainly, of course. 
LabourcontroUedones like Iambcih and 
Hackney, though there have been earlier 
reports of irregularities in Tray-run 
councils too. The specific causes art- 
different but the underlying issue is the 
same—a long period of one-party control 
which allows a' cohere to develop in 
which farad and waste occurs. 

There is no reason why voters should 
not prefer one party in power for a long 
period. But if they do, tighter Tides of 
conduct and closer outside soutiqy arc 
needed to prevent abuses of tint power. 

Peter Riddell 


Free vote tests the mood 
on new laws to curb press 

By Jill Sherman, poutical correspondent 



CUVE Soley's freedom and 
responsibility of the press bfll 
is expected to receive cnoss- 
pany support when it gets its 
second reading today, with 
M Ps having a free vote. 

Ministers hope this will en¬ 
courage a full debale on press 
freedom so they can gauge the 
strength of feeling for tighter 
press controls. Downing 
Street officials yesterday 
played down suggestions that 
the New Statesman controver¬ 
sy would harden John Major's 
stance on press restraint They 
were anxious to avoid airy 
impression that Mr Major 
would be swayed by personal 
considerations, but many 
ministers and Tory MPs said 
the case for greater curbs was 
becoming undeniable- 

The bm, which calls for an 
independent press authority, 
has been publicly supported 
by the shadow heritage secre¬ 
tary and many Tory MPs have 
privately indicated that they 
would vote for ft. 

Sir Ivan Lawrence, Tory 
chairman of the Commons 
home affairs select committee, 
said on BBC Radio 4’s World 
at One programme: “MPs 
are getting more and more , 
browned off at the distasteful 
and gratuitous muckracking 
that is going on.” 

Mr Solcy. the Labour MP 
for Hammersmith, said yes¬ 
terday that this week's artide 
in the New Statesman on John 
Major, coupled with coverage 
of the royal family, would 
probably help his bflL He said 
there .were signs that news¬ 
paper editors wre deliberately 
firing "warning shots across 
the bows" to prevent the 
government accepting the 


Calcun report or his ML "I do 
think there has been evidence 
for some time that newspapers 
at a senior level were going to 
go ‘midear' on the govern¬ 
ment if they went down the 
Calautt road or supported rrry 
bill," Mr Solcy said. "If this is 
happening this is totally 
unacceptable." 

" Although Poet Brooke, die 
heritage secretary, says the 
government cannot support 
the bfll in its present form, 
ministers are said to be consid¬ 
ering amendments to make it 
more acceptable. 

Mr Brooke intends to wait 
until the national heritage 
select committee publishes its 
report on press controls at the 

out its owiTintentions txrthrin 
relation to the bill and to the 
proposals from Sir David 
Cakutt. The options include: 
amending Mr Soley's bfll with 
his agreement; introducing 
new legislation in the next 
session; or a halfway house of 
using tire bill for some mea¬ 


sures and introducing othos 
through a criminal justice bill 
The government is opposed 
to the plan for a statutory 
tribunal, and it does not 
support die part of the bill 
which concentrates on free¬ 
dom of information.. 

Ministers are determined 
that the bill should not focus 
on tiie press but should have 
wider application to cover, for 
example, private detectives. 
They also want to introduce 
new laws to cover bugging, 
photographing and trespass¬ 
ing along tire lines proposed 
by the Calcutt report . 

Mr Soley has already dis¬ 
cussed possible amendments 
with Robert Key, the heritage 
minis ter, cm the appointments 
procedure for the independent 
press authority He has no 
intention of letting the govern¬ 
ment hijack his bfll and has 
reservations about many of the 
Calcutt proposals. 

New Statesman, page 2 
Janet Daley, page 14 


PARLIAMENT 


’WEEK 


The main business in tire 
Commons next week: 
Monday: European Commu¬ 
nities (amendment) bill, com¬ 
mittee, tenth day. 

Tuesday: Railways bill, second 
reading. 

Wednesday: Motions on reve¬ 
nue support grant in England. 
Thursday: European Commu¬ 
nities (amendment) bifl. 
committee. 

Friday: Private members’bilk 


The main business in the 
Lords is expected to be: 
Monday: Debate on the future 
of Rosyth dockyard. . 
Tuesday. Agriculture bfll 
third reading. Welsh lan¬ 
guage bill, committee. 
Wednesday Debates on the 
funding of charities and vol¬ 
untary organisations and on 
legal aid. 

Thursday: Welsh language 
bill committee, final day. 


MPs tire of Maastricht marathon 


By Arthur Ijeathley • 
and Robert Morgan 

FRUSTRATION over the 
pace of the Maastricht debate 
spilled over in the Commons 
yesterday as MPS protested 
that other important issues 
were being sidelined. 

As the bill allowing the 
treaty to be ratified moved' 
into its ninth day of commit¬ 
tee stage debate, the Impa¬ 
tience of some back-benchCTS 
showed itself through calls for 
more .time to be made avail¬ 
able for other topics. 

Each week since MPs re¬ 
turned to Westminster after 
the Christinas recess, at least 


two days of Government time 
have been taken up by the bm. 

John Wilkinson, Tory MP 
for Ruislip-Northwood, was 
among MPs yesterday who 
pressed Tony Newton, the 
Leader of the Commons, to 
reduce the time given to. 
debating the bfll. Denouncing 
the treaty as "ridiculous and 
totally irrelevant”, be joined 
several MPs in calling for 
debate on the armed forces. 

Some MPs are concerned 
that insufficient time will be 
available to discuss what tbey 
consider are more pressing 
issues, such as the coal indus¬ 
try, the railways, defence Op¬ 
tions for Change said the 


involvement of British troops 
in the former Yugoslavia. 

The government insisted 
that it was satisfied with the 
bill's progress and had no 
plans to reduce or increase 
the amount of parifemeiitaiy 
time set aside. 

In yesterday's debate, 
which centred on immigra-' 
tiorn. two opponents of the 
bill offered contradictory in¬ 
terpretations of the treaty. Sir 
Teddy Taylor (Southend East, 
Q said it would open the door' 
to anyone to.come into Brit¬ 
ain, while Ken Livingstone 
(Brent East Lab) said it was 
designed to keep black people 
and Arabs out of Europe. 


rejecting a 

Ss tiger" 

^Scottish 
/shake-up 
’’ claims 
attacked 

By Gillian Bowditch 

SCOTLAND CORRESPONDENT 

OPPOSITION parties yester¬ 
day branded reports that the 
government is about to give 
Scotland a bigger role in its 
own government as “tooth¬ 
less" and an inadequate sub¬ 
stitute for a full Scottish 

parlia ment 

A report leaked to The 
Scotsman newspaper suggest¬ 
ed that the government is 
preparing a shake-up of the 
Scottish political system, with 
proposals to transfer some 
parliamentary business foam 
Westminster to Edinburgh 
and increase the power of the 
Scottish Grand Committee, at 
present a debating body made 
up of all 72 Scottish MPs. The 
proposals, it is said, are due to 
be announced next month by 
the prime minister. 

The Scottish office described 
the report as “speculative" and 
refused further comment. “An 
announcement will be made 
by tire prime minster himself 
m the next few weeks," a 
spokesman said. 

Tom Clarke, the shadow 
Scottish secretaiy, was dismis¬ 
sive. “No amount of window 
dressing will substitute for a 
Scottish parliament," he saitL 
Alex Salmond, the Scottish 
NaftonaJParty leader and MP 
for Banff and Buchan, 

"The test of any proposals will 
be whether the elected repre- 
sentahves of .foe Scottish 
people will have foe ability to 
determine policy in Scotland 
or whether all they will be 
gwen is the right to talk about 
*£° Tory toothless tiger or 
Labrair dead-end devolution is 
a substitute for independence 
m, Europe with our own 
tedgtendfint parliament in 
Scotland and an effective voice 
m Europe." 


Lamont 
warned 
on taxes 

Senior Toiy backbench 
MPs warned Norman 
Lamontiast night not 
to raise taxes in his Martin 
Budget or risk snuffing 
out the small “green 
shoots" of recovery 
through announcing dras¬ 
tic economic reforms. 

The “mini-Budget" 
message, delivered by offi¬ 
cers of the 1922 Com¬ 
mittee, ruling body of the 
Tory backbenchers, 
made it clear that they 
would strongly object to 
rises in income tax. They 
also cautioned against 
widening foe scope of the 
17.5 per cent VAT in 
the March Budget, al¬ 
though some did not 
rule it out for the second 
Budget at foe end of 
the year. Some backbench¬ 
ers have indicated they 
could live with putting 
VAT on items which 
are presently zero-rated. 

Bond bind 

Peter Viggers. the Tory 
MP for Gosport, has 
started a campaign 
against the Post Office's 
decision to sell premium 

nonds in blocks of at least 
El 00. He says that it will 
prevent grandparents giv¬ 
ing their grandchildren a 
E10 bond birthday present. 

State visit 

John Major has invited 
resident Kravchuk of 
Ukraine to visit Britain 
from Febuary 9 to 12, foe 
prime minister's office 
aid. It wflj be the first visit 
of a Ukrainian president. 
Reform, page 10 

Tree protest 

A man and a Human were 

removed from the com¬ 
mons public gallery dur¬ 
ing question time after 
shouting slogans about 
^forests and throwing 

In Parliament 
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more aims 


By Christopher THomas in , 

DEIHi ANTKWR FOREIGN STAFF 


PRESIDENT Ydlsin - suc¬ 
ceeded yesterday in bringing 
about a rapprochement be¬ 
tween Moscow and Delhi: by 

- claiming an,end to a festering 
debt dispute between the two 
countries antfcby protoismg to . 
increase arms supplies to 
India. 

- _ Mr Ydtsin and^P.V. Nara- 
simba Rao. the. Indian ffim? 
minister, signed a treaty of 
friendship and co-operation 
during: the. first. visa fay a 
Russian leader since the col¬ 
lapse of the Soviet Union. The 
trip has been seen asu, means 
to restore relations between ; 
die two nations, economic 
partners and staunch political 
allies for more than 40 years. ’ 

Russia’s demand that India ; 
repay a $16 billion v {El 0.5 
bmioh) debt principally for 
militar y equipment spares 
and ofl calculated'at a 1978. 
exchange rate, had been a 
■ block to trade. However, Mr 
Yehsin told Indian business¬ 
men yesterday that the quar- . 
rel, whteh had hinged on toe - 
question of how much of the - 
debt could be written oft-had l 
been solved after a single l 
mdming of talks.. . 

“Today, after detailed nego- '■ 
tiations with die Indian presi¬ 
dent and prime minister. I 
announce that die debtques- - 
turn has been settled. The \ 
problem no longer exists,” die 
Russian leader said. He de¬ 
clined to give details of the : 
agreement, but officials said - 
earlier that a political solution 
could be readied before tech¬ 
nical details were fixed. 

Mr Yehsin said that if 
obstacles were lifted trade 
could dxmb from a figure of 
$1.5 billion in 1992 to.$3.5 
billion by 1994. He made no - 
promises to guarantee oil de¬ 
liveries, which dropped from 
four million tonnes in 1991to 
to just over one million last 
year. However, be did promise 
that arms supplies to India 
would be increased. . 

Hardly airy spares.ihaye 
been defivered-rinoetiioSonet 
Union collapsed and large 
numbers of Indian Air Force 
planes are believed to have 
been grounded. A substantial 
amount of ground equipment 


■is. also re ported-to be non- 
operatisnal, and the armed 
forces have had to curb train¬ 
ing to save wear and tear on 


Mr Yehszn offered a three- 
pah-plan to reverse the slow¬ 
down, although Russia is 
cutting back sharply on its 
arms output He said Russian 
factories making weapons for 
India would be kept at the 
bottom ofMosoow^s shutdown 
list. Joratventiires would beset 
up toenahlelndia to. acquire 
me technological knowhow to 
manufactur e -vital parts and. 
Russia would bdfld'tiro.fao-. 
tones in India. ■ ' 

Botir cotmtoes are now 
stmgglm g to .liberalise Iheir 


prerfewsp We!9ftisa !tb sef tqr! 
newVeaStoesvrith Russia. 1 Mr 
Yettsm said hi&cpuntiy would 

wekxml&iBty Indian initia¬ 
tives. India. beDeyes that Mr 
YehsmS^to 4?asited /Sbti& 
Korea m.-No^BpieF anddu- 
na last mafiath, wants to culti¬ 
vate cfosejMdteisu&jvitl 
J to bato ^epj eWestem 
sits fona^^)olicy?.It expects 
him tn^geot-ptesmre from 
-America to caned a $230 
nrillibi'deal to sell cryogenic 
engitypood technology to the 
Indgm^Sfnce Research Or^ 

- amsafiitoilSROfc' - 
; Ttesisseen byDeM 


which 

year imposedsandions 
: engine supplier, Gla 
and on -^h& ISRO 
spacepf'^rammehasberasd 
bade as“a result; because 
nearly 50 per cemof electronic 
components used by tbespace 
organisatfon comes frqm 
America-Washington.- which 
fears the programme s aimed 
at building up a nuclear strike 
force, has hinted, that . it. will 
impose further sanctions 
against Russia if the sale goes 


Mr Yeltsin is expected to 
sign-agreements providing for 
longfenn co-operation cover- 
EnR:DCwer. steeL coal and " 
Russian ofl. Tr r 
fly low laboar roosts? 
and avaSafalxty of lowtedmd- 
ogy make it an atthtdws 
market for Russia 


Japanese 
recycle a toe or two 

From Joanna Pitman in tokyd~ . 


T here was little fanfare 
at the opening this 
week of a new job centre in 
Tokyo’s Manmoudn dis¬ 
trict, but passers-by could 
not help bat notice some¬ 
thing untoward about it 
Far a start its babitufes 
are exclusively male. Most 
have penned ham and some 

wear load ftoraJ shirts and 
shiny double-breasted 
suits. Fresh beneath their 
cuffs peek the green and 
purple extremities off tat¬ 
tooed dragons. Many shuf¬ 
fle to and from interviews 
with their hands firmly 
concealed in their pockets, 
the better to hide the fin¬ 
gerless stumps on their 
bands. 

The .Manmoudri centre 
is Tokyo’s first employment 
service council far secedere 
from gang organisations, a 
government-sponsored of¬ 
fice set up to aid the 
rehabilitation of gangsters 
who have decided to go 
straight. It is the result of a 
new anti-gang law. imple¬ 
mented last year, designed 
to tighten controls on the 
yaktaa , Japan’s 89,000 
Mafia-type mobsters, who 
like to project themselves 
as a cross between Robin 
Hood and James Bond and 
who can often be recog¬ 
nised by their missing tittle 
fingers, lopped off to atone 
for mistakes and to display 
loyally to the boss. 

In theoiy, gangs can be 
designated criminal organ" 
isatkms if membership ex¬ 
ceeds 1,000. of whom 4Z or 
more are convicts or former 
convicts. Already demon¬ 
strating the toothless na¬ 
ture ot the new law, the 
mobsters have responded 
simply by booting out of 
their ranks sufficient 
crooks to keep their gangs 
off the register. 

With the underworld’s 
more thuggirii elements 
now wandering footloose 
and disgruntled on toe 
streets, the government is 
scrambling to imple me nt 
its well mtentioned fart 
fanciful schemes to - assist 
their reentry Into polite 


society. “We want to find 
them legitimate wmk in all 
sorts of areas,” Hammi 
Ona manager of the new 
job centre, said. Hairdress¬ 
ing, interior derign, news¬ 
paper defivay and the 
restaurant business have 
1 adf been suggested, but Mr 
Ono and ms r team have 
encountered some fag 
drawbacks. Gangsters with 
tattoos and missing fingers 
are not haring much luck. 
Restaurants are reluctant 
to employ them and so are 
beauty salons. 

While there is not much 
hope for. those who made 
.the permanent fashion de¬ 
cision to wear a tattoo, a 
solution has been found far 
those sby about a shortage 
of fingers. A" Tokyo doctor 
has 'perfected a stargfcal 
technique to replace miss- 


toes. His surgery is booked 
for the rest of the year. ' 

D espite die new law, 
some of Japan’s 3.300 
g an g s have been rel uctan t 
to whittle down their crimi¬ 
nal membership to just 42 
and have instead derided to 
incorporate thems elves . 

ideal and ins hendbmen as 
directors. The decision to 
enter the more acceptable 
side of Japan’ s busin ess 
community has stirred the 
creative juaces of the mobs* 
public relations, depart¬ 
ment and new corporate 
identities have been imagi¬ 
native. Some have turned 
to God. setting themselves 
up as profit-making reli¬ 
gions; others have launched 
construction and garden 
design companies. 

Perhaps toe most auda¬ 
cious move comes from 

YamagnchigimiL . Japan’S 

biggest gan& with 30.000 
members." Although no 
stranger to toe drugs trade, 
it has registered as an ante- 
drugs group, launching the 
Affiance for National Drag 
Purification. Organised 
crime in Japan is. mce 
almost everything rise, 
organisedsuperbfywelL 



Burma rounds up 
Suu Kyi followers 

From James Pringle in Rangoon 





FuH stretch: President Yehsin clasping his wife Naina’s hands around the 800-year-old Iron Pillar in Qutab 
Minar yestextfav. legend has it that you will have good hick if yon can grasp yarn- own hands rrermri tW- p ittar 


ELL ME, would you 
ike to save money 
on calls over 35 miles? 


BURMA'S military rulers 
ordered increased security and 
arrested opposition supporters 
yesterday after leaflets ap¬ 
peared in Rangoon calling for 
the release of Aung San Suu 
Kyi, .the opposition leader and 
Nobel Laureate held under 
horse arrest since 1989. 

The alert, resulting in a 
heightened militaiy presence 
in toe capital and in eastern 
Burma, where minority rebel 
armies operate, comes ahead 
of the scheduled reconvening 
of a convention on Monday 
which toe Burmese milnaiy 
junta says is designed to write 
a new civilian constitution 
leading to fresh elections. 

The convention was abrupt¬ 
ly adjourned after two days 
this month because, diplomats 
believe, previously cowed 
opposition parties including 
Daw Suu Kyi's National 
League for Democracy (NLD), 
showed "a renewed lease of 
life” by criticising the junta's 
demands as contrary to toe 
stated goal of bringing in a 
multiparty democratic system. 

The NLD won more than 
80 per cent of seats in the 
1990 elections but it has not 
been allowed to take power. 
Most of its former leaders are 
in prison or have fled abroad. 


Major General Myo Nyuni. 
the ruling State Law and 
Order Restoration Council 
militaiy chief in Rangoon, 
who also chairs the constitu¬ 
tional convention, said this 
week: “All people are to extend 
their helping hand to make it 
[the convention] a success by- 
keeping destructive elements 
at bay." 

Rangoon’s controlled press 
reported the arrests, saying 
people writing “agitative let¬ 
ters” on walls near toe city's 
holiest Buddhist shrine, the 
Shwedagon Pagoda, had 
been detained. There were 
also reports of leaflet protests 
calling for toe release of Daw 
Suu Kyi and other NLD 
members, recognition of toe 
1990 election results, freedom 
of speech and the press, and 
the punishment of “corrupt 
high-ranking military officials 
associated with drug lords”. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Kyaw 
Win. the deputy chief uf 
militaiy intelligence, said in 
an interview yesterday that the 
Burmese army had been 
forced to counter-attack 
against Karen rebels in east¬ 
ern Burma after they had 
taken advantage of a ceasefire 
at the start of toe convention to 
attack several villages. 
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BUTTON. 


*. ! K - 




-ii'tfii'pi. , 




(THEN WHY NOT 
PURCHASE A MERCURY 
BUTTON PHONE?) 

[NOT TO WORRY, 

YOUR PARTICIPATION 
HAS BEEN MOST 
WELCOME) 
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MERCURY COMPATIBLE PHONE 
Morphy Richards TX195 
(M.R.P. £19.99) 
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You cau make big saviugs os your 
-home phone bill with Mercory, if 
yoo regularly make calls ever 35 
miles or phene abroad. Simply: 

e Buy a phone wirh a Mercury burton 

• Plug it straight Into your existing 
phone socket 

• Get a code from Mercury to store in 
your phone 

e Press the Mercury button before making 
non-local calls 

Mercury compatible phones can cost 
as little as £12.99. Mercury also charge 
for the exact length of your call, rather 
than rounding up to the nearest unit. 

For more information cut out the coupon or coil 

FreeCall 

0500500400 

C&R a» on 0500 500 400 for ntm dttalh. Of HI 1 b to app&calioa 
form indudbd wBtfi lha phoM,and ws wfll md youa PIN Coda. Annual 
NN Coda ckarg. is Ell .75 P«c. VAT 0 17 J%). Kim m M r 35 
Mamiy caapadbla phomv a uktSoa of wKdh a awZa bfo firam; 
Aigoi, Booh, Con»t Cwryi, Dixons, lodex Cotalogoo Shop*. Rumb«Wi. 
Tandy and trtW Wading raialen. M mtry is ovnibUa to ltd hm«s. 

| Pleasv send me o free brochure describing the benefits"! 
I of Mercury's Residential Service. Post to Mercury 
Communications Ltd. FREEPOST (TK9B9), Brentford, 
Middlesex TWB BBR. 

I Name (Mr/MB/Mta)_ImKab_ | 
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Washington polity team flounders in morass of Balkan 



Christopher has asked 
for strategy options 


By Roger Boyes. 

EAST EUROPE 
CORRESPONDENT 

PRESIDENT Clinton's na¬ 
tional security team is begin¬ 
ning to unravel the mysteries 
of the Balkan war. which 
presents the new administra¬ 
tion with its mosr pressing 
foreign policy challenge. 

The Clinton presidency may 
diverge sharply from the Eur¬ 
opean line on the fighting in 
Bosnia-Herzegovinx to judge 
from some of the position 
papers commissioned by War¬ 
ren Christopher, the US Secre¬ 
tary of State. Options to be 
considered by the team in¬ 
clude lifting the arms embar¬ 
go for the Muslims and using 
the no-fly zone to bomb air- 


■ The Clinton administration appears 
determined to take a strong line over Bosnia. 
The courses of action being discussed are 
. causing anxiety to European governments 


fields or to knock out Serbian 
artillery around besieged cities 
in Bosnia. 

Such policies would cause 
alarm in Europe. Britain 
shares die doubts of the co- 
chairmen of the Geneva Con¬ 
ference, Lord Owen and Cyrus 
Vance, about the arming of 
Bosnian Muslim troops; it 
would prolong the war, do 
little towards establishing a 
stable Bosnian state and 
would redefine the conflict as a 
war between Islamic states 


(who would emerge as the 
main arms suppliers) and 
Christian states (with Russia 
firmly in the Serbian camp). 

A no-fly zone that developed 
into a bombing mission would 
mean the reinforcement .of 
British and French troops on 
the ground and their transfor¬ 
mation hum relief escorts to a 
active military force. Douglas 
Hurd, the foreign secretary, 
made plain in his speech at 
London’s Chatham House 
this week that this option was 


not being? > anflempla^ 
Washington is as, confused 
abour Bosnia as are European 
gcrvenxtnmts. T&ere'is 

policy needs;tobe^tougher. 
George Bush,' perhaps influ¬ 
enced, bythe urgirigs of Mr 
Clinton in the wings, ended 
many months of passivity by 
dedaring that if Serbia threat¬ 
ened ihe.pravince pFKosovo. it 
would risk a direct .cpnfrontar 
don whh America.- However, 
many European diplomats 
quietly agree -that a war with . 
Serbia-over Kosovo would be 

an absurdity- 

If a new. policy is to be 
forged in the south of former 
Yugoslavia,' it must surety be 
in Macedonia, which is partic- - 
ularty vulnerable as it is eco¬ 


nomically dependent on die 
two. countries — Greece'and 
Serbia — that most yehement- 
lyoppose its independent exis¬ 
tence. The EumpeanComirxu- 
. nityhas been unabtoto over- 
;come . Greek objections- to 
recognising the - Skopje re¬ 
gime. The Clinton adnrinls-. 
tration. sanative to .tire Greek 
lobby m ^Democratic party, 
is no doserth a solution. * 

. European uncertair^mthe ' 
debate about intervehtion'can 
parity be explained tty the mis¬ 
match between ’the - obvious 
goai=— to -bring peace tb.fhe 
Balkans —'and me resources 
needed. The Foreign Office 
aito foe defence .ministty now . 
agree about the danger of 
‘‘■overstretching'’ foe armed 
forces. At Chatham House Mr . 


Hurd impticstty answered the 
grumbles of Mr Bush’s Secre¬ 
tary of State, Lawrence 
■ Eagleburger. and made plain' 
that when British lives were at 
stake, Britain could nbtsimpty 
pkyMcw-myleader. , . 

. America does have the mili¬ 
tary resources to enforce some 

land of peace in tire. B alkan s. 
Before it cat consider .an 
armed operation, however, it 
has to resolve sortie matters of 
principle. Lea Aspin,. the US: 
defence secretary, seems to 
favour, a plan for the US 
armed forces that would entail 
217.000 fewer active duty 
personnel and 110 fewer navy 


bombarded with advice that 
US ground troops shmild 
. be commhtedto the Balk^ 
How then , can he propose 
tougher action in Bosnia? 

* The Clinton administration 
is also far from sure about 
eventual political aim in foe 
Balkans. The official State 
Department line on me 
Owerv-Vance Geneva 
scans fo be that it is better 

than a policy vacuum. Pnva^- 


the rainimum consistent with 
maintaining America's super* 
power rede. He has-also been 


Mining of 
dam raises 
Croatian 
flood fears 

From TYm Judah in Belgrade 


FIGHTING in Croatia 
spread yesterday as Serbs and 
Croats traded artillery fire at 
the strategic Penica dam. once 
a principal source of electricity. 
Conflicting reports suggested 
that the dam had been dam¬ 
aged but there was no infor¬ 
mation to confirm how serious 
this was. 

Hundreds of miles to the 
east another dam came under 
fire as Yugoslav forces sta¬ 
tioned on the Diina river 
opened fire on Bosnian Mus¬ 
lim forces whom they alleged 
had fired on them at the 
Bajina Basra hydroelectric 
plant straddling the river be¬ 
tween the two republics. Ac¬ 
cording to Yugoslav military 
sources. Bosnian Muslim 
forces had been “silenced” by 
a “strong and precise counter¬ 
attack". 

There was increasing con¬ 
cern during the day over the 
fate of the Peruca dam in 
Croatia. It is believed to be 
heavily mined and if totally 
destroyed 540 million cubic 
metres of water would flood 
the surrounding area. 

Because of its solid construc¬ 
tion, it is unlikely that the dam 
would be totally destroyed but 
experts said that there was a 
real risk that if the walkway 
across its top were damaged 
then disaster could follow as 
concrete choked overflow 
sluices. 

In Zagreb, the Croatian 
capital. General Satish 
Nambiar. the commander of 
United Nations forces in for¬ 
mer Yugoslavia, used unchar- 


Teenage 

victims 

found 

Madrid: Police have mounted 
a murder hum after the bodies 
of three teenage girls who had 
been missing since last Nov¬ 
ember were found in a shallow’ 
grave about 12 miles From 
their village in Valencia prov¬ 
ince [Edwud Owen writes). 

The disappearance of the 
girls, aged 14 and 15. while 
hitch-hiking to a discotheque, 
had already attracted wide¬ 
spread attention in Spain. The 
parents had met Felipe Gon¬ 
zalez. the prime minister, in 
Madrid and a television pro¬ 
gramme on missing people 
regularly featured the enquity 
as well as alleged sightings. A 
magazine had als> issued a 
poster with pictures of the 
missing girls. 

Greens gain 

Paris: Two polls show- that 
France's environmental par¬ 
ties now* command as much 
support as the Socialists, about 
19 per cent, but they will win 
far fewer seats in the March 
elections because of the elec¬ 
toral system. The centre-right 
opposition, widely forecast to 
win the elections, commands 
about 40 per cent The rise of 
the two main environmental¬ 
ist parties. Generation Eco¬ 
logy and Les Verts, has 
mirrored the Socialists’ spec¬ 
tacular fall after 11 years’ 
domination of French 
politics. (Reuter) 

Suchocka acts 

Warsaw: Hanna Suchocka. 
the Polish prime minister, has 
suspended the justice minister, 
Zbigniew Dyka. after he han¬ 
ded' over a political investiga¬ 
tion of an opposition politician 
to Jacek Kaucz, a magistrate 
who prosecuted Solidarity ac¬ 
tivists under the former com¬ 
munist regime. (AFP) 


acteristically tough language 
as he condemned the Croatian 
government for unleashing its 
attack on the Serb enclave of 
Krajina. 

“I have to tell you quite 
frankly that this has been an 
immensely rash and ill-ad¬ 
vised action.” he said. “It 
could have destructive conse¬ 
quences which we have not yet 
witnessed" 

General Nambiar said he 
did not criticise the Croats for 
losing patience with the length 
of time it was raking to resolve 
disputes. "The Serbs of 
Krajina have often behaved in 
an exasperating way. failing to 
comply with agreements 
made, failing to co-operate 
fully with the UN.” he said. 
“But if we took to violence 
every time we felt frustrated, 
there would be no peace, for 
society would fall apart” 

In Belgrade, Goran Hadzic. 
the Krajina leader, denied 
suggestions made by Boutros 
Boutros Ghali. the UN secre¬ 
tary-general, that his men 
were holding French peace¬ 
keepers hostage in a hotel 
Thirteen have now been evac¬ 
uated tty Czech troops and 
armoured personnel carriers 
were last night on their way to 
rescue the others. Mr Hadzic 
accused French peacekeepers 
of spying for the Croats. 

He claimed that his men 
had already retaken 80 per 
cent of the land lost to the 
Croats in the past few days 
and alleged that the Croats 
had killed 830 civilians when 
they had taken Serb-held vfl- 



guardon 
laden wit 


Hie vessel was pushing barges laden with Ukrainian oil which was 


ofrian tugboat Kumanovo to stop nean tbe'soutbetn bonder at Oltenitau. 
; destined for former Yugoslavia m violation of United Nations sanctums 


lages. He also said that 150 
Serb soldiers had died in the 
fighting. 

When fighting erupted, Mr 
Hadzic appealed to the au¬ 
thorities in Belgrade to send 
military assistance. However, 
with no explanation, he has 
now changed his mind and 
said yesterday: “We want Yu¬ 
goslavia to remain out of the 
conflict we shall deal with this 
ourselves-" 

Every day, buses are leaving 
from central Belgrade taking 
Krajina Serbs and also volun¬ 
teers from Serbia to the front 
With increasing numbera of 
casualties, an air link is to be 
established, between Belgrade 
and the northern Bosnian 
Serb-held town of Banja Luka. 


Wounded will be evacuated 
from Krajina and- then 
brought to Belgrade. - 

According to one Serbian 
source, permission was grant¬ 
ed by the UN sanctions com¬ 
mittee in New York for the 
flights with “astonishing ra¬ 
pidity”. Because of the security 
council's declared no-fly zone, 
permission must be sought for 
all flights over Bosnian 
Herzegovina. 

Despite a ceasefire order 
from Bosnian Muslim and 
Croat leaders, fighting was 
reported to be continuing 
between the two sides in 
Bosnia yesterday. According 
to international aid agencies 
the dashes have cut the only 
route to central Bosnia. 
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German SPD party drifts in sea of scandal 


From Michael Binyon in bonn 


POLICE are investigating al¬ 
legations that Oskar Lafon- 
taine. the prime minister of 
Saarland and the Soda! Dem¬ 
ocratic challenger to Helmut 
Kohl in the last general elec¬ 
tion. is linked to an under¬ 
world of guns, blackmail and 
attempted murder. 

The Saarland Social Demo¬ 
crats are to hold a special 
meeting next week to investi¬ 
gate accusations against two 
people in Herr Lafontaine's 
entourage, one of whom spent 
two years in a French prison 
and is alleged to have attempt¬ 
ed to blackmail him with 
compromising photographs 
taken in a nightclub. Herr 
Lafontaine’s bodyguard is also 
accused of the illegal posses¬ 
sion of a gun. 

Herr Lafbntaine. who was 
seriously wounded in an assas¬ 
sination attempt during the 
election campaign, has dis¬ 
missed as groundless the swirl 
of press speculation about his 
contacts and suggestions that 


he was open to blackmail. His 
embarrassed party colleagues 
are, however, distancing 
themselves from the former 
left-wing maverick, now en¬ 
trusted with negotiating con¬ 
ditions for opposition support 
for the government’s austerity 
package to finance the re¬ 
building of eastern Germany. 

The allegations come at a 
bad time lor the Social Demo¬ 
crats (SPD). Deeply split over 
the need to change fundamen¬ 
tal policies that have been 
overtaken by German unifica¬ 
tion and the end of the Cold 
war. they appear unable to 
capitalise on the unpopularity 
of the centre-right coalition 
formed by Herr KohL the 
chancellor. The SPD is find¬ 
ing that a range of left-wing 
positions on defence, immi¬ 
gration. crime, the economy, 
trade unions and social sec¬ 
urity have been undercut by 
the rapid changes in Europe 
and it appears increasingly' 
outdated to its supporters. 


The party’s attempt to 
broaden its appeal, rethink its 
ideology and develop dear 
alternatives to the Christian 
Democrats have been thwart¬ 
ed by weak leadership, vacilla¬ 
tion and the extraordinary 
new demands — economic 
and political — that the uni¬ 
fied Germany should shed its 
quiet postwar stance for a 
more active world role. 

The party has only 18 
months to prepare for die item 
general election but after more 
than ten years out of office it is 
still too preoccupied with inter¬ 
nal debate -to seize the initia¬ 
tive. The SPD’s dilemma is 
that it cannot adopt a higher 
profile and sharpen its opposi¬ 
tion to Hen- Kohl without 
making the country virtually 
ungovernable. In contrast to 
opposition parties elsewhere, 
the Social Democrats are con¬ 
strained by a dimale of polit¬ 
ical consensus and the 
overwhelming need for all 
politicians to work, together to 


steer Germany through the 
process of unification and 
economic overload. 

Three issues in particular 
depend on SPD co-operation: 
a new law restrtoing die right 
of foreigners to claim asylum, 
the deployment of German 
troops in United Nations oper¬ 
ations and on other “out-of- 
area” missions, and. the 
passage of the “solidarity pact” 
of economic cuts. 

Despite public agonising, 
the party has reluctantly ac¬ 
cepted the need for all three 
However, in its attempt to 
modify the govemmenrs pro¬ 
posals it has fallen between 
two stools: instead of outright 
support or opposition, its pro¬ 
tracted haggling has pro¬ 
longed the deadlock, angered 
The government, alienated vot¬ 
ers and given an impression of 
uncertainty, weakness and 
drift 

Karsten Voigt the party 
spokesman on foreign affairs, 
insists that the SPD. like 


German society, needs tune to 
adjust to new circumstances. 
“Whether we like it or uot, we 
are a big power now.” Herr 
Voigt said “ft is no use 
regretting the old- provincial¬ 
ism of West Germany, which 
has disappeared with unifica¬ 
tion. But we need to get-used 
to the idea of depkqdnjg troops 
abroad just as our allies must 
gef used to seeing Germans in 
uniform overseas.” 

He said issues such as 
asylum went to the heart of foe 
party's conscience.and identi¬ 
ty. The classic liberalism of the 
past would not solve a bunting 
problem. "We are the main 
target of emigration from all 
Eastern Europe. Bui we can¬ 
not toke in more than 
100,000 a year.” The SPD 
instead should campaign for 
greater Western — not just 
German — investment in Rus¬ 
sia and Eastern Europe, and 
should ensure Germany used 
its money and influence to 
bring stability to the region. ; 


Jobs for the boys stays top of Brussels agenda SSI 


From George Brock 

IN BRUSSELS 

JACQUES Detore’s Euro¬ 
pean Commission may have 
entered the year a little 
bedraggled but the allure of 
its top jobs stays strong. 
Undistracted by war and 
recession beyond the city 
limits, the Brussels cocktail 
circuit buzzes with little else 
but talk of jukty vacancies. 
Seven new commissioners 
have hit town. Pieces of the 
EC bureaucracy are being 
carved up in anticipation that 
the Maastricht treaty will be 
ratified later this year. Three „ 
commissioners, including Sir 
Leon Britton, have plunged 
into a diverting turf fight over 
who represents the Commis¬ 


sion outside the borders of 
the Community. “Ever wat¬ 
ched three men trying to get 
into one pair of trousers?” a 
bemused diplomat asked me 
the other day. One waggish 
Eurocrat has circulated an 
all-too-realistic map of Bos- 
nia-Herzegovina divided be¬ 
tween the trio of warring 
commissioners. 

Just beiow the commission¬ 
ers. four top-grade posts are 
up for grabs, carrying salaries 
of up to £124,000 a year. In 
theory, officials are chosen on 
their merits as Europeans. 
Nobody makes any public 
reference to the fact that, in 
practice, a strict national. 
quota system splits the spoils 
between the 12 nationalities. 

The German grip on the 


Commission's overseas aid 
programme has just been 
released by the sudden resig¬ 
nation of Dieter Frisch, hs 
boss. Herr Frisch took violent 
exception to the suggestion 
that he should depart without 
fuss and shot off an indignant 
blast to his colleagues, telling 
them to disregard any bro¬ 
mides they might hear about 
how he had resigned “for 
reasons of health” or because 
he was dose to retirement. “I 
have had enough." he said 
simply. Differences of view, 
character-and temperament 
made it impossible for him to 
work any longer with Manuel 
Mariil. his Spanish commis¬ 
sioner. Their relations had 
"deteriorated across the. 
years”, malting his. position 


impossible, ^Herr Frisch 
wrote. 

Sefior Marin has kept mom 
behind his impressive beard ?, 
and is hokimg his breath to' 
find out if he becomes the 
senior vke-preskfent in the 
Commission and gets to sit 
next to M Defers at EC 
summits. Almost unnoticed 
in the outskfe world, M . 
Defers usually, has six vice- 
presidents to assist him. 
There are ooty '17 conunis- 
skmers in afl. scheduled to 
faD to 12 before longhand the 
number of vice-presidents 
rose because creating new 
ones was the onfy way to keep 
each nationality happy. A 
commissioner itow earns 
£140.000 andvieepresidents 
get £15.000 on top. 



Sir Leon: "war of the 
three comrafeioners” 


Moscow to 
keep faith 
with market 

From Anatol Ueven 

IN MOSCOW AND 

Robert Seely in tensy 

VIKTOR Cbemontyrdm, the 
Russian prime minister, yes¬ 
terday dispelled some fears 
about the weakening of Rus¬ 
sia's economic reform pro¬ 
gramme tty making a strong 
speech to parliament in sup¬ 
port of the market and a tough 
anti-inflationary policy. 

However, he also promised 
new subsidies to agriculture, 
“key industries” and the poor, 
without saying in detail how 
these are to be paid for. He 
told deputies that “we wfll 
slide into the abyss if we fail to 
recognise that money supply 
growth and inflation must be 
restrained!, and to agree that 
any increase in state spending 
must be balanced by cuts or ■ 
revenue 'increases”. He said- 
the fight to stabilise the rouble 
will be at foe heart of econom¬ 
ic polity, and criticised pariia- 
meni for doubling penaons 
without keeping this m minfl 

In Ukraine the government 
outlined plans this week to 
stabilise the economy against 
a backdrop of hyper-inflation 
and a 20 per cent slump in 
industrial production over foe 
past year. Leonid Kudima, the 
prime minister, and Viktor 
Pynzenik, his free marketeer 
economics minister, said they 
aimed to bring monetzuypoli- 
<y under control and to halt 
inflation which is tunning at 
50\peT cem a month. “We 
haeve. no ofoer choice. There 
has been a distingration of foe 
statsrnm sector of the econo¬ 
my.*Mr.Fynzenik sakL 
_ J For the mass of population 
m Ukraine and throughout 
foe former Soviet Union, poKt- 
iatili^eperidence and ecp- 
:itomfoiwo*m Is equaled with 
hardship and shortages while 
foe dmropt Brezhnev years are 
TecaJted as a halcyon era of 
Iflenfy-’; 


Uiuiuuwu “•---• . _ - 

never work. Many voices in 
Washington (Aged to any 
negotiation irivobring-Stopo- 
dan Milosevic, the Serbian 
leader, arid Radovan Kara¬ 
dzic. foe Bosnian Serb leader, 
identified by the department 

as war crime suspects. 

Serbs win 
Danube 
river raee 


Two vital oil : 
cargoes have just 
reached Serbia, 
SeanHUten 
andTim Judah 
.write 

W ith loudspeakers held 
high above the billow¬ 
ing waters-rif the Danube, 
tmif onned-Romanian officers 
iwnt fimn'flidr speedboats 
arid screamed otders at the 
defiant crew of the VeAebit as 
she chugged doser to Serbian 
- waters. 

bra-scene, reminiscent of a 
- thriller. Ro manian and Bul¬ 
garian-bonderguards and the 
. Serbian exew dodged across 
each other's path. .The threats 
bom foe guards were, often, 
drowned out by . the engine 
sounds, of ship. -boat , and 
- hovering helicopter. ■' 

. As evening toft foe at- 
. . tempts by Bulgarian and Ro¬ 
manian: authorities .tor stop 
valuable cargoes of afl. 
enough to provide a nionlh’s 
suppJyforSerfaia. : frt»nreacfa- 
-Jng that border seemed , to be 
faffing...Instmctfens to stop 
foe Strip's engine;were>ig- 
nored and a fatmcfo bdongmg 
to foe Romanian mteriOTmin- 
istxy was. rammed into the 
■ cvetbank Ty foe .Serbian 
btfrgfe;-' . 

.' ■ “We aretioing afl we can.” 

; Captain Ramos Nkulescu 
said, as be peered through 
binoculars from the river 
bank towards the dark hull of 
foe tag. “Itis a very had mess 
butwe do not want to shoot at 
them. They may unload foe 
whole tot into foe water and 
that would be an even bqgjer 
mess.” • 

- In a building near by, naval 
officers signalled a special 
code for foe Serbian boat to 
halt, but their efforts went 
unrewarded- “We have.Jbeen, 
trying afl night but foey' 
ignore oar signals,” said Cap- 
tain Niculescu. 

.The water chase in which 
Bulgaria arid Romania are 
trying to stop three ships from 
reaching Serbia began earlier 
.tins week when Romanian 
authorities released Serbian 
rihp that had been impound¬ 
ed in the delta. The ca ptain^ 
gave assurances that they 
would return to Ukraine with 
foeircargoes. 

However, on leaving the 
ports of BraDa and Gaht? foe 
ships turned west to follow^ 
the winding. Danube r along 

foe Romanian-Bulgaiian bor¬ 
der towards foe Serbian port 
of Prahova. Two of the ships, 
the Bihac .and the Onzsoc, 
have reac he d Serbia with an 
estnnaiedf 50.000 tonnes of 
ofl.. The Kumanovo moved 
towards Serbia transporting 
12 barges of oik the Velebit is 
crying ten barges and foe 
firm snip, the Kajmakcalan, 
with tor barges, ran ashore. 
r n 25L™ e remaining harbour 
off zhnnicea. 

: 'T'he ships “have been tray 
iefong at night without 

so it is^harder to:stop . 

» Bntisha, 


said. “We have I 
considerable pre 
Romanian and 


concerned 
ny of de 
situation \ 
that might 
act of wat 
both gove 
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leaves Israel at odds 

iwith United Nations 




'itzhak Rabin says he has been vindicated The supreme 
ng has angered Arabs and leaves the peace talks in atrip 


i FROM RlGHAKO^E^ESTt^fN JERUSALEM 

• braced, itself for in-fotarej^Ii is a-vejry severe m i 
confrontation with - depsjon.;&gavE this wave of Was 
ed Nations yesterday,; 3<^»tStidb legality" de far m ." the j 
i country's supreme ' . she said. “It puts die mterese War 


to resume t 

toefin?yisit i 
Warren.-Chris 
US Secretary! 
; ISTMTs Tm 
tiers. Jordan 
-and the Pates 
angrily to J£! 
dearion, a§rii 
who annpim 
strike to Iproi 
Abdul Jm 



f mount m 
&baNy- after 


bundeds of Palestinians to -j 

ISbijweeks. after 415 Arabs 
suspected of membership of 
banned militan t ■ I slamic , T 
grouK were dumped in south- ' 
em Lebanon, the same seven- 7 
judge panel that approved '■ 
their bxpulsian rejected peti- - 
hons I for their repatriation. 
The supreme court ruled that 
the Israeli military had »rted 
iitkgaly when it issued its 
jnassjleportaiion order — but 
that tine individual expulsions 
were [still valid under the 
provisions of the 1945 defence 
jemergency regulations used 
[by the British authorities in 
mandate Palestine. 

Chief Justice Meir Shamgar 
[rejected the petitions to allow 
the exiles back, but also 
» ordered the authorities to ar¬ 
range for all the expelled 
Palestinians to appeal against 
: their banishment m person. ,. • 

In spite of the comfs apparg 
ent criticism of the gpvtart^K’- 
• meat's . handling : pf tofe} 
deportations, one o£> me 
man rights lawyers fighfnig= i 
the expuLrions. Leah Tsemd; 
described the derision as a 1 
.^catastrophe'" because there ' 
was nothing to stop the au- ■; 



law ar the bSt 


lawyers ■ and 
•Ajogdor Feldh 


/l all the __ _____ __ __ 

paproce- who aimmmccd>al hunger 
eSto meet 'strike 'to protest' the. ruling. 

^ -appeals. Abdul Apz al&aritisi, toe- 
motber of leader qgBbe.39§' Palestinians 
fid thatbe trappedjpn a btitiedencamp- 
rcaddnot ment, Sid; “F swear# God 
i territory.., .that mad for 

cm seo- what Sit hhs ' qoffl?- This 
w*n sag- deaMwiflbaBe<|Ktipctian 
Sid.,be a andousesonIsr^T.^ / 
jfereignty. Irf J eru sale ty-;-.FI an an 
iegoveznr - Asbgcawi, the spweswoman 
mnnf the forifhe Palestinian delegation 
tojjthe peace negotiations, 
k JRibm, vymch'has threatened to boy- 
^minister, dra die talks until the. depor- 
a.vindica- fees are retained, said: “1116 
^collective /decision demonstrates that we 
j^trqoys : cannot o^nea justice from an 
ije lsradi *!■ Israeli courts . . f ; . 

'1^ harsh ■’ Fares BoueE. the Ldranese 
juration/ foidgaqinmister, added/that 
today apr . the cqt^ nding ignored tiieT 
die legal- rights^ibe Palestinians and 
ahmenfs "do&'ifett fariBtate or feven 
^atemetrt suotv#, die continuation of 
^Ridjm’s t^p^cetalksT.... . 

• Zeid Bin Shaken tiie 

live atithe Jordanian - prime minis ter. 

gave a said that the Israeli court 
rig would derision threatened the peace 


I pa* 
x Syria 
reacted 
ic cost 


Roomer of leade 
gaad thatjbe trapp 
Isjouldnot ment 
fe tenitmy., .that 
arafl,seo- what 


urity’zpntt'^-had^^ sug¬ 
gested,' as,^is ^Sd. be a 
matter of Is^ai^fereign^. 


Hesaidheb^fedfce^overnr 
ment would- npt&'tiimiul the 
deportations^ 

However, Yh^ak iUhin. 
the IsrariK.^ ^^^ fti ^wmis ter: 

tion of tiie poS^^coUcctive 
punishment. "f>ini±^.tjqoys 
broad support with ffip Israeli 


xsadd-^ j^fatemest 

Israel's represottalive atitbe 
UN, Gad Yacobi gave a 
warning that theriilmg would 


Words of c omf ort: six-month-old Khaled Jamal Baba tee thing on a co] 
him daring a demonstration in Jerusalem by relatives of Palestinians 


' of the Koran while his mother holds 
snorted by Israel. His father was one 


Clinton offers compromise on gays 



- w ---almost certainly tead.to further process‘This ruling is part of 

thorities repeating, the action,, action against the country in Israel's persistence m contin- 
•the UN Security Council, rung its-.potides of izgustice 
which accused Israd of break-’ and oppression, agonist the 


From Martin Fletcher in Washington 


- which acctBed Israel of break- 
ing international law by vjolat 
ing the Fotirtii - Geneva 
: Convention. ‘The decision 
does not diange at fce Tao- 
rnent the straggle that awails 
us at the security boanril,’’ he 
said, referring to a report by 
Boutros Botmos Gfaali the 
. UN secretary-general, who 
urged member states to force 

• Israel to repatriate the depor¬ 
tees under fee terms of resolu¬ 
tion 799. 

: The continued row over tiie 
deportees coukfseriously dam- 
' age the future-of the Middle 

• Eha-peace4alks between Isra- 
d and its Arab neighbours due 


Patestiruan people ... The 
continuation of the deporta¬ 
tion is negatively affecting the 
Middle East peace, process 
and efforts to achieve peace in. 
the area."- 

□Abu Dhabn The United. 
Arab Emirates has tightened 
its boycott of Israel, ordering 
its banks and companies to 
comply strictly with an Arab 
League hanon trade. America 
recently requested Gulf coun¬ 
tries to lift the long-standing . 
boyootejJV^... - 

—r“7—' -.i 

ConorCnaseO’ Brien. 

W14 


PRESIDENT Clinton was 
hoping to announce an imme-; 
diate suspension of the ban on 
homosexuals in the militaiy 
last night after offering oon-' 
gressional leaders a compro¬ 
mise designed to ayert an 
open revolt by Capitol Hill's 
Democrats in the first days of 
his presidency. 

At a lengthy White House 
meeting on Wednesday eve¬ 
ning the beleaguered presi¬ 
dent promised to delay for six 
months an executive order, 
lifting the ban. That would 
aflowtime for Senate hearings 
on tiie implications, while Mr 
CKnton tried to build public 
and congressional support • 

However Sam Nunn, (hair- 


man of the Senate armed 
services committee; said after¬ 
wards that while there had 
been some progress “what 
' happens in the interim has not 
. been concluded yet... it’s not 
- a done deal". Senate Republi¬ 
cans are planning to force a 
vote fo codify the ban next 
week, and Mr Nunn is proba¬ 
bly the only senator capable of 
preventing Mow Democrats 
from siding with them. But 
Mr dnton's relationship with 
Mr Nunn is strained. He 
passed him.over fbrSecretaiy 
of State. and ignored his 
defence expertise, and the 
Georgia senator has seized 
■ -this chance to assert himsdt 
Mr Clinton was reportedly 


intending to instruct the Pen¬ 
tagon to cease-discharging 
homosexuals and questioning 
recruits about their sexual 
orientation during the six- 
month period, while suspend¬ 
ing outstanding court cases 
except , in cases of rape, sex 
with minors or on-base 
activities. 

It was uncertain whether 
Mr Nunn would accept those 
interim arrangements, or 
whether he was'prepared for 
the Senate hearings to focus 
on how to implement Mr 
Clinton’s campaign pledge. A 
White House spokesman in¬ 
sisted that Mr Clinton would 
not yield on the basic 
principle. 


The issue has stirred a 
national controversy that has 
given Mr Clinton a wretch ed 
first foil week in office. His 
I^an to appoint an avowed 
San Francisco lesbian, Rober¬ 
ta Aditenberg, as assistant 
housing secretary promises to 
spark more controversy, and 
the president's popularity has 
suffered. 

A Gallup poll yesterday gave 
him a 20 per cent disapproval 
rating, the highest for any new 
president since before Dwight 
Eisenhower- His first approval 
rating was 58 per cent, seven 
poinis lower than the average 
since Eisenhower's day and 
higher only than those of 
Presidents Bush and Reagan. 


Dr Lee fails 
to meet 
the First 
Patient 

From Ian Brodie 
IN WASHINGTON 

PRESIDENT Clinton, contin¬ 
uing to have one of those days 
when nothing goes right, dis¬ 
missed the White House doc¬ 
tor yesterday after Dr Burton 
Lee refused to give Mr Clin¬ 
ton an allergy injection. 

The doctor said he did not 
want to administer the injec¬ 
tion until he received Mr 
Clinton's medical records 
from Arkansas. The White 
House denied that the allergy 
injection had anything to do 
with Dr Lee’s enforced depar¬ 
ture and insisted that Mr 
Clinton was simply exercising 
any president's right to 
choose his doctor. 

Dr Lee. a cancer specialist 
and an independent-minded 
figure, was President Bush's 
personal physician at the 
White House where he 
worked with a staff of three 
raflftaiy doctors. He was 
fiercely loyal to Mr Bush, but 
had hoped to retain his post 
until at least late February to 
help other employees in his 
surgery to keep their jobs. 

As it turned out. he did not 
stay long enough even to meet 
his new First Patient. He was 
informed of his dismissal by 
the head or the White House 
militaiy office after being told 
to administer the injection by 
Nancy Hemreich. a long-time 
Clinton aide who is in charge 
of the president's appoint¬ 
ments. “That woman is not a 
physician. ” Dr Lee said, "but 
she is the one who said ‘He 
needs this, that and the other 
tiling’". 

Mr Clinton is also running 
into trouble over his early 
morning jogging. Washing¬ 
ton commuters complain of 
having to drive at a crawl 
when they get stuck behind 
the ten vehicles that accompa¬ 
ny the president on his run. 

The convoy consists of 
secret service vans. Mr Clin¬ 
ton's limousine, an ambu¬ 
lance and two vehicles for the 
media, plus police motorcycle 
outriders, all on hand in case 
of emergency. Die secret ser¬ 
vice and police are also less 
than thrilled by the jogging 
and have predicted that the 
forays will stop the first time 
someone tries to harm the 
president “These presidents 
come in here thinking they 
are made of Teflon." one 
official grumbled. 


■inpi - Britain urged to intervene 
lartheid in Chilean death enquixy 

StarlS ' ... From Gabrjtella Gamini in Santiago 


its last lap 

. Cape yowre When President 
de Kleric addresses today's last 
scheduled annual opening of 
the apartheid parliament, he 
wfil be .entering toe last lap of 
the race to a new South Africa 
(MichaeJ HmnlyH writes). 

Already expectations of &- 
swift transition to an interim 
u uitLracM » dmmis tratiqn are. 
ugh, thanks tp : what are- 
>eroeivtd as having been, sue- 
essful bilateral meetings be- 
ween the government andTfhe 
ifrican National Congress 
aid the; government and toe 
hkatha Freedom Party. ■ 

Killer epidemic 

Eh aka: About 700 people 
have died in southern Bangk- 
cfesh in a diarrhoea epidemic.' 
vhkh is spreading through 
water contaminated by indus¬ 
trial waste and agzo-chemi- 
als..The outbreak Iras affected 
80,000 people in sox districts 
tn the Bay of Bengal coast 

Haiti dispute 

Miami: UN officials working 
tj restore democraty to Haiti 
fought to keep alive plans to 
Rend a multinational observer 
force there, although the Car 
fribbean country rejected UN 
terms for the mission. 

{Cambodia poll 

Peki ng: Cambodian factions 
and UN representatives 
agreed in Peking that the 
country's first free general elec¬ 
tion would be had on May 
23-25 with or without Khmer 
Rouge participation.. . 

Jackson double 

New Yoofe: Michael Jackson, 
the pop ringer whose taste for 
»smetic surgery fias TaTtp 
antroversy and litigation, has 
eleased a new advertisement 
or Pepsi-Cola in.which-heis 
ecorapanied by a young vet-' 
sm of himself—played by a 
toite boy aged 11. 

Claw and order 

MirobL- A sbopi®eP?r ^walked 
irto a police station in Buria. 
west Kenya, clutching four hve 
i*ts and demanded that th^y 
be arrested for ruining his 
bread supply. (Reuter) 


CHILEAN judicial autoori-. 
ties investigating the death of 
Jonathan Mqj4e, a British - 
journalist and former RAF 
pilot found hanged in a Santi-. . 
ago hotel in March 1990. said 
fhefrenquiries wouldreach an 
impasse unless Britton asks. 
theJ Chflean govern m e n t to - 
hand the case over to a special 

the Foreign Office 
issues a formal request fora - 
special enquiry here in Chile 
this case wB remain buried 
under piles of other cases.” 
said a spokesman.from-toe 
office of Judge Afgandrp 
Solis, -who is leading the : 
JnvestigatioTL 

Moyle was found hanged, 
with his hands and feet tied, in ] 
his hotel room cupboard. He. 
wasjreporting on. an~ aircraft 
show fin* Defence Helicopter 
Weekfy. According to cot-. 
leagues he had been investi¬ 
gating links between British 
companies and Chilean, arms 
dealers selling weapons to 
Iraq. . ' - 

He had told friends m 
Santiago shortly before his 
death that he believed parts of 
toe British Tigerfish advanced 
torpedo and the Stomefish 
mine, , which can be triggered 
by magnetic pressure and was 
developed by Marconi of 
Chelmsford, . were .being 


passed to Iraq via Carlos 
Caidoen, a wdfknown Chil¬ 
ean: aims dealer. He also 
churned to have evidence that 
toe Helios helicopter missile 
guidance system was being 
sddtolraq "• - ; 

Tony Moyle, toe dead 
man's tether,- has accused the 
Foreign Office of deliberately 
attempting .to '.obstruct toe 
investigation - into bis son's 



Moyle had evidence of 
arms supplies to Iraq 

death because it could shed 
light on how . British com¬ 
panies collaborated with Chil¬ 
ean aims dealers and the 
former regime of General 
Au gusto Pinochet to sell arms 
to Iraq. The Mcyie family has 

asked tor ihe circumstances of 


their son’s death to be includ¬ 
ed in Lord Justice Scott’s 
enquiry into the arms4o-lraq 
scandal.. 

Jorge Trivino. toe Chilean 
lawyer representing Mr 
Moyle in Santiago, said that 
despite repeated requests to 
the Foreign Office and-his 
personal request- to Douglas 
Hurd, the foreign secretary, 
during his recent visit to Chile, 
Britain had faded to show any 
interest in toe investigation of 
Moyle's death. 

Sefior Trivino said: “There 
are suspects of toe murder in 
Chile and abroad, but we 
cannot make any headway 
unlesawe get a special judge to 
begin a deeper enquiry and 
for that-,we need a request 
from toe Foreign Office— ifrat 
is Chilean law.” 

The Chilean authorities 
have also been slow or unwill¬ 
ing to investigate allegations 
that Sefior Caidoen was the 
main link in arms sales to 
Iraq. Police investigating toe 
case have also been accused of 
covering up evidence. One 
member of toe investigating 
team said an initial decision to 
say Moyle’s death had been 
suicide had contradicted their 
finding which showed that he 
had been drugged and killed 
and then placed inside the 
doset. 


Zimbabwe rhinos near extinction 


ZIMBABWE’S' black rhino¬ 
ceros population, which un¬ 
til recently was regarded as 
one of the last hopes for the 
survival of the species, is 
frpfrng pushed to the brink of 
extinction. 

Officials at toe -depart¬ 
ment of national parks yes-- 
terday reported that even 
rhino which have had their 
horns removed to make 
them -valueless are being 
harped ,by poachers. Ten 
have been shot tote month, 
one of toe highest recorded 
tons, and most were de¬ 
horned. They were found 
with toe tiny stomps left ny 
vets fo allow for regrowtn 


From Jan Raath in Harare 

hacked off the end of their 
snouts. The department also 
revealed that, for toe first 
time, poachers had struck at 
blade rhino in private game 
parks ter from vulnerable 
border areas.' 

To make natters worse, 
the money has run out to p$y 
for Jhe~ paramilitary guard 
umts which have killed 167 
poachers over the past eight 
years. 

Conservationists now fear 
that the department has ran 
out of options to protect the . 
rhino. Glenn Tatham. chief ' 
warden in charge of toe anti-: 
poaching operation, saidb 
“With a department like 


ours, there is no way we can 
afford to suspend our anti- 
poachmg patrols. We just- 
hope that government will 
fulfil its commitment to the 
protection... of endangered 
species.” , 

The past six months lave 
degenerated into a- night¬ 
marish test for rhino preser¬ 
vation officials in Zimbabwe. 
Confident that the cotmtiy 
had the last big viabte popu- 
Jatfon in Africa with 2,000 
ammalc, they have been 
. appalled that; despite the 
'dehorning operation, num¬ 
bers have dropped to an 
estimated 450, of which 160 
'are on private ranches. 
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The shrink 
and the 

shrunken 


John Cleese and Dr Robin Skynner, his 
psychotherapist, have an ambitious job: 
advising others how to survive life 


I f Dr Robin Skynner is Socra¬ 
tes, who is John Geese? I 
ask. “Idiotus,” he replies. 
"Ignoramus." 

This light-hearted reply is a reliet 
Four hundred pages of earnest 

Socratic dialogue between the com¬ 
ic genius and his shrink make Life 
And How To Survive It an 

uncategorisable book, but it will 
surely sell like its predecessor 

Families And How To Survive 
Them, a nine-year publishing won¬ 
der that is now much used 
by marriage guidance counsellors. 

Why, you might 
ask. should people 
look to the thrice- 
married Mr 
Cleese for advice, 
since his own 
record is so faulty? 

A question which 
he himself poses. 

Surely, he says, if 
you want to paint 
or play chess you 
read a book by a 
good painter/ 
chess player. So 
the book — which 
will be serialised 
next week in the 

Daily Mail — _ 

starts by investi¬ 
gating what makes a happy (or 
“healthy" in Skynner/Cleese par¬ 
lance) family. It goes on to analyse 
happy corporations (Virgin Airlines 
is a shining example) and embraces 
politics, religion and moral values 
and how to create a better world. A 
more ambitious assault upon the 
Universe — Great Truths and 
saloon-bar platitudes and all — has 
rarely been attempted in five and a 
half chapters. 

John Geese first went to Dr 
Skynner 19 years ago because he 
kept getting flu. His doctor diag¬ 
nosed his problem as psychosomat¬ 
ic a deadness inside, a pathological 
inability to enjoy life "The sense of 
humour was an early casualty." 

I note that he is snuffling into a 
Kleenex: not flu again I hope? “Got 
to New York on the coldest day of 
the year without a coat,” he 
explains. He had gone there 
straight from Barbados where he 
married his third blonde American 
wife — “I make it a point of 
principle only to many Americans" 
— Alyce Faye Eichelberg. She is a 
practising psychoanalyst (not 
please note, a Jungian as often 
described, but a Tavistock-trained 
Freudian-Kleinian) resilient and 
characterful enough to cope with a 
complicated husband who. for all 
his public throwing-over of neuro¬ 
ses. says that he has a long way to 
go. But he has at last concluded 
that an adult marriage is an 
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essentially unromantic and un- 
clinging business. He and Alyce 
were introduced by his GP. Johnny 
Gayner. “I got her on prescrip¬ 
tion,” Geese likes to say. 

The shrunken and the shrink, sit 
side by side in the wicker-chaired 
conservatory of a smart Holland 
Park hotel Dr Skynner is a mild- 
mannered. attentive, wind-surfing 
septuagenarian. They write tty 
talking for whole days at a tune, 
recording every word and then 
inserting asides (eg Geese: “That's 
very good. Bloody obvious, of 
course" or “You. 
rotten old shrink") 
into the tran¬ 
scripts for 
publicafion. 

The stories 
Geese tells from 
his own life are 
probably the 
nearest he will 
venture into auto¬ 
biography. For in¬ 
stance, when Dr 
Skynner analyses 
what happens 
when people lend 
money to friends. 
Geese relates how 
he lent several 
people money, 
and “it was quite astonishing how 
little came back". The glow of 
gratitude waned (Old Polonius 
could have warned him) and the 
mood changed; embarrassment 
caused a wedge of distance; he 
became “just an irritating reminder 
of a vague obligation that would 
spoil their life". It was an education 
'to him. 

Last year he discovered a much 
better gesture of friendship. He 
selected 40 favourite people and 
took them, all expenses paid, on a 
lavish three week boat trip down 
the Nile. “It suddenly struck me as 
a wonderful thong to do. And I 
would say it was one of the most 
successful firings l have ever done 
in my life. I hid to learn through 
experience that it is better to give 
than to lend. There was an extraor¬ 
dinary atmosphere on the boat” 
Halfway through, he and Alyce 
celebrated their joint 100th birth- 
^day. “Our birthdays are October 27 
"and 28, so on Apnl 27 at midnight 
I was 52^ and she was 47*2. so we 
had a big party. 

“The best filing was that we were 
completely out of contact with the 
world. The telephone didn't work. 
So all those people who felt with 
horror that they could not survive 
without foxes and telephones 
began to find they felt an enormous 
sense of relief” (apparently the only 
outside news that got through to 
them was of the deaths of Frankie 
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Two's company: Dr Robin Skynner. right, dismantled alann docks as as child and laterwanted to ciqiloiohunflm&JMhnCletae^feftt first visited him 19 years ago: 


Howerd and Benny Hill). “Several 
people said afterwards that holiday 
had changed their fives." The 
group, which included Peter Cook. 
Victor Lowndes. Sir Charles Powell 
and sundry writers and film people, 
now feel they are bonded for life as 
“the boat people". 

Once, Skynner and Geese went 
in search of the perfect, stress-free 
society and found it in Ladakh in 
Northern Tibet, an area once cut 
off from the outside world but 
which was now open to tourists 
through a company in Bristol 
“Alyce and I and Robin and Piue 
(Dr Skynner'* foie wife and part¬ 
ner] went there and ft fulfilled all 
our expectations. There is a feeling 
of lightness and calm that is utterly 
bewitching. Just walking around 1 
felt friendlier, more open and 
trusting. All the fears and hidden 
tensions and competitive rivalries 
vanish." But don’t you get that on 
holiday anywhere? This was differ¬ 
ent, he said. “The Ladakhis could 
not believe that in Britain people 
get so depressed they goto doctors." 
said Skynner. But. Cleese added, 
he found his fellow tourists 
“peculiar. 

I was pleased to hear this. The 
idea of a benign Geese, smiling at 
strangers, is unnerving. As he says 
apropos file Ten Commandments, 
“Loving your neighbour as much 
as yourself is practically bloody 
impossible. I’d say. You might as 


‘Loving your 
neighbouras 
much as yourself 
is practically 
bloody impossible’ 

John Cleese 


well have a Commandment that 
states. Thou shaft fly*." 

Quite. Pail of our fascination 
with Geese lies in the sadistic 
blackness of his humour, never 
mind all that “suffocating honesty 
and goodwill" (his words) found in 
happy, healthy families. His Inter¬ 
est in the Ik tribe of Uganda, who 
in hardship became so caltous they 
could watch babies crawling to¬ 
wards fire and laugh when they got 
burnt, is more compatible with the 
Cleese we know. 

Some people, he said crossly, fuss 
over the dog squashed to death by 
the block of concrete in A Fish 
Called Wanda. The proper re¬ 
sponse, he said, is the same as to a 
Tom and Jerry cartoon. But what 
about the gokifish-swallowing 
scene? “Look, I actually love fish 
and keep them,” he sighs, "bur toy 
die all fite time, Valerie.” But the 


h u m a n suffering of Archie Leach? 
Exasperated protest “But he’s 
spent half the film trying to kill an 
old woman! You could cast Mich¬ 
ael [Palm] as anytme and the 
audience would love him. If you 
cast him as Hitler the audience 
would be rooting for fiie Nads.” He 
had beat id see Home Alone 2 with 
his daughter and when the vflfoin 
was hit on the head with a brick 
tossed from a high bidding, the 
audience roared. “All our emotion¬ 
al respon s es to films are quite 
scrambled,” he says. 

The edit Cleese stfll survives in 
his scathing references to “ally” 
feminists: “Why do women attach 
so much imp ortance to working? 
Whafs so folnUing about it?"—but 
he thinks he has changed. “People 
mi movie sets and Amnesty shows 
remark that I am not easOy flapped: 

I handle professional stress quite 
wrfl because work isn’t very impor¬ 
tant to me. But if anyone I care 
about has a health problem or 
difficulty I don't have any great 
equilibrium. I revert to fire old 
English way of gening tight and 
twitchy.” 

It is coping with death—"Dead 
parrot time" as he calls it — of a 
loved one that ultimately tests a 
person. "It would be nice to be able 
to handle it as well as Robin 
handled Prue’s death." Or as file 
Dalai Lama dealt with the loss of 
four people he was closest id: "He ■ 


‘The Ladakhis 
couldn't believe 
that people get so 
depressed they go 
to doctors’ 

Robin Skynner 


fold me it was all right he said. *! 
contemplate my own death ten 
times a day*." 

He thinks Dr Skynnert therapy 
group was his salvation. Dr 
.Skynner long ago dis c o v ere d fiat 
group and family work gives a 
fuller picture than seeing patients 
individually: he wanted to explore 
further “just as I used to dismantle 
alann docks as a child". 

“ThaTs rather what I fdt about 
Python.” says Cleese. He had 
stopped enjoying Python in file 
middle of the second series, feeling 
they had done their best stuff and 
were just receding. "But they put a 
lot of pressure on me: they were 
onto a good thing and enjoying 
themselves aid couldn't believe I 
didn’t want to go an. But I watched 
a Python fast last Sunday with irty 
nine-yearbld daughter [from his 
marriage to Barbara Ttentham] — 


it was the one about the paintinf 
going on strike — and 1 thoughijt 
was rotten." Roan of laughter. 


some 
skins: that we 


shared 
need more rite 


for friends, keeping a jottrid. 
meditation and noting at Wait¬ 
ings; fiat workaholism is tut the 
answer to the mid-life crisis feeling 
of having wasted time, that fife is 
short Readers wffi be safe to 
discuss these themes at a Times/ 
Dillons forum (details beta). 

Dr AnffaHty Clare says.Geese 
(brims to have been feed of 
inhibitions by pqychotfaeapy yet 
“his three marriages remafa largely 
murky -and unexposed seas of 
private emotion, for all thetransat- 
fontio-fttwured personal kmesty*'. 
“True." says Geese. "Irenone of 
people's business. If Imlkjereonal- 
ty, it’s to illustrate a point My life 
and maniages have beenrecydcd 
to death. 1 offered EIO.OO to any 



got two offer 
the Doily Sport and file 5>ecraror. 
I'd never heard of the Daly Sport 
so my secretary went out and gat 
one. and on the front page there 
was a topless girl and, bekrv, a stotr 
about stools, and I don't meax 
things you sit on. Realty, we kee) 
thinking we have got as low as w 
can go and then someone goes ever 
lower." 


f T 



mSiomi '()£gface and emotion you 

hard to forget ” 




The \o.l bestselling album 


1);iuh l_pshuw. soprano 

f .tuition Sinfonictta 
L>u\id Zinman. conductor 
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Come to 
an evening with 
Jo hn Cleese 

TO COINCIDE with publication of their new book. Life 
and How to Survive It, John Geese and Robin Skynner will 
speak at a Times/Dillons forum on relationships beyond die 
the fomfly. Drawing on the most modem research —' from 
business studies, economics, religion, psychiatry, social science 
and politics—Geese and Skynnerwin offer guidance on tactics 
for everyday survival; and how to retain imfividnafity while 
cooperating successfully in joint endeavours. 

Chaired by Brian Redhead, the forum will take place at the 
Institute of Education. 20 Bedford Way. London WC1, an 
February 24, at 730pm. Tickets—available from February 1 — 
can be obtained by co mp le ti ng the coupon below or contacting 
Dillons by phone, fox or in person. 


THE«eafeTIMES 
DILLONS FORUM 

Please send me....._tickets) at £10 (concessions £5) each 

for the Life and How to Survive It forum on February 24 

name_____:- 

ADDRESS_;-— 

-- POSTCODE-— 

I enclose my cheque payable to Dillons the Bookstore 
Value £__Cheque number-~ 


(Please writf your name and address on the back of the cheque} 

Or, please debit my Access/Visa/card number 
or my Amex/Dillons-Haidiards account number 


Expiry date. 


Prim name. 
Signature.. 


Value_ i~ 


Date 


The Times/D 


in and remittance ta 
Forum, Dillons. 82 Gower Street. 
London WC1E 6EQ 


Please allow four dqys for despatch of bcketM 

To reserve your tidal# ™ E10 {concessions £5) — please call at Dffldnl the 

Bookstore. BTCcwer Street. London Wcie fi£Q (071-41S) 6612: Hr 071-580 
MS. or complete the coupon and post it w Dfflons with your retnioanee. 
Tickets win be available from February 1 


FOR OFFICE USE ONLY 
Ticket number -- 


Date sent 
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4 I find it surprisingly easy. 
Soon Mr Conway and I are 
spinning radnd the floor to 
Turkey m the Straw”.’ 
Helen Pjikles samples the 
• strictly ballroom 


Barclays Bank PLC 

The folkwing reductions in tending interest rates are effective 
from the start of business on 1st February 1993. 

OVERDRAFTS 



. New R«e 

Old Rote 

Barclays 

Premier .Card Overdraft 

1.09% per month 
(13% p A ) 

1.17% per month 
(14% pA) 

Barclays 

Executive Overdraft 

13% 

14% PA 

LOANS 



New Rue 

Old Rue 

Barclays Executive Loan 

.13% PA 

14% P A 

Barclays Executive 
Premium Loan 

12,25% p.a. 

13.25% pa. 
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ur prime minister 


Nicholas Wapshott 


on the performance 


of John Major’s 


press secretaiy 


I n a casino in Victoria Fails, 
Zimbabwe, during , the last 
Commonwealth Conference, 
a party of.lobby correspon¬ 
dents were blowing their propri¬ 
etors’ expenses at the roulette 
tables. In die midst of them, 
relentlessly piling chips an the 
table, was Gus O’Donnell, the 
prime minister's press secretary. 
The night drew on and Mr 
O'Donnell, through judgment not. 
hick, steadily took the casino to the 
cleaners. 

The scene was not quite what it . 
seemed. Mr O’DormeU is- no 
gambler and a casino is hardly his 
natural habitat. Hk . intention, 
however, was twofold: to show the 
gaggle of assorted hades that he is 
one of the lads and game for Am; 
and to demonstrate the laws of 
probability on a roulette table 
without a zero. By firmly betting on 
either red . or black only, and 
doublinghisstakeif theoMrur did 
not win. he won time after time. ... 

When mayhem broke over John 
Major's party in India at the New 
Statesman and Societys recycling 

pf iTnaihgtnntiatwt <f pernibrti nrt that 
Mr Major has committed adultery, 
the man who faced toe press and 
their insistent questioning was Mr' 
O'Donnell, a quiet, ordmaty civil 
servant Uidikehis predecessor. Sir 
Bernard Ingham, Mr O’Donnell is 
a little-known character in British 
life. He is a nonpotitical figure, a. 
career rivfl servant whose steady 
upward progress in toe Treasury 
was enhanced by Mr Major's 
meteoric rise. Now,, caught in toe 
midst of an extraordinary kerfuffle, ■. 
it is be£ng<esked whether be is up to 
toe job and whether toe prime 
minister would not be better served 
by a man with more aggression 
and guile. 

, Greatness was thrust upon Gus 
O'DonndL Having worked as an 
economist in toe Treasury, be was 
made the chief press officer there 
when Nigel Lawson was Chancel¬ 
lor. To economics correspondents, 
used to obfuscation and denial, Mr 
O’Donnell was an instant success, 
an open, friendly, humorous, confi¬ 
dent source atlte Treasury. He was 
dearly on top of his subject and, 
among the gentlemanly corps of 
economics writers, he appeared a 
breath of fresh air. He struck toe 
next Chancellor. John Major, toe 
same way and it was little surprise 
when he was catapulted across 
Downing Street to inherit Marga- • 
ret Thatcher's mantle,that Mr 
O’Donnell followed him there. 

Mr Major and Mr O’Dannefl 
have a Jot in common. They are 
both state-educated south London¬ 
ers, meritocrats who have risen to 
the top in institutions — toe 
Treasury, and the Conservative 
party — which have tended in toe 
past to favour products of public 
schools. Mr O’Donnell is 38. a 
former pupil of Salesman College. 
Battersea, a graduate of Warwick 
University, an MA from Nuffield 
College, Oxford, and a lect urer in 
economics at Glasgow University. 
He fives with bis wife Melanie and 
daughter Kirsty in Qapham. 
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. He and Mr Major share a 
ladd^ tendency, an apparent lack 
qf seriousness about toe affairs of 
state w hich makes both of them 
happier to talk about the latest Test 
score than toe morning's Cabinet 
meeting. They both affect an 
ordinariness whkh can be mislead¬ 
ing; while neither is devious, both 
are capable ofmoreguile than their 
open-raced expressions might sug¬ 
gest They are also personally dose. 
Whale protocol demands that Mr 
O’Donnell keeps out of purely party 
political derision-making. • be at¬ 
tends oris briefed upon everything 
foe prime minister does. 

Jake Mr Major, Mr O’Demnefl’s 
-appointment was in reaction to his 
'immediate predecessor. Both were 
determined to faring an end to toe 
dark days of Mis Thatcher arid Mr 
Ingham, when relations between 
No) 0 and even the kyal Conserva¬ 
tive press readied a record low. Mis 
Thatcher canceDedher traditional 
Christmas drinks party, for the 
-lobby, stopped inviting them for¬ 
ward in her plane for champagne 
after a successful foreign tour and. 
in foe final grim months, refused to 
face 'the writing press ait aD, 
allowing only TV cameras near 
her- 

When Mr.Major arrived at No 
10. tire appointment of Mr 
O’Donnell was intended to show 


that everything was bade to normal 
Mr O’Donnell returned toe prime 
minister's press office to a non¬ 
partisan stance not seen since 
before Joe Haines, Harold Wilson’s 
abraste press secretary. Where Mr 
Ingham barked out his and his 
boss's version of events, ridiculing 
repor ters who dared ask questions 
out of line and even denigrating 


•November 1990: John Major 
becomes prone minister. Some 
senior pobticai journalists are 
reported to have been told by 
disgruntled Thatcberite MPS 
about allegations of bis having a 
mistress. 

•April 1991: Private Eye (average 
readership 822,000} notes the 
ruxDoais. 

• 1992: The London Evening 
Standard (readership 1,256,000}, 
wonders why Claire Latimer is 
getting.so much attention. The 
Sunday Timet magazine 
(3,652,000) features caterer Claire 
Latimer in its A life in the Day. 
The Guardian (1.293,000) diary 
asks: "What can it all mean?” 
Scallywag magazine (average read- 
ersfaip unknown but very small) 
{Hints various allegations about 
Mr Major's private life. 


dissenting ministers. Mr 
O’Donnell was sweet reason. One 
of the fist tilings he did was 
abandon the ludicrous tradition of 
anonymity, "A government source 
says.. 

In the first few wedts there is no 
doubt that Mr O’Donnell seemed 
naive. He would ask his journalist 
friends, “Do you think I told them 


• January 27. 1993: Steve Platt 
the editor of New Statesman and 
Society (estimated average reader- 
stop 107.800) puts the latest 
edition of his redesigned weekly 
magazine to press. One feature 
recedes the rumours. “We didn’t 
send a press release out; instead, 
we faxed anybody who phoned for 
a copy. We also took copies, to the 
House of Commons press gallery 
at three o’clock yesterday 
{Wednesday).” 

• January 27, 23:18: The New 
Statesman stray breaks at the 
Press Association. A copy of the 
article is faxed to Bombay—where 

Mr Major was — shortly after it 
appears at the Commons. 

Mr Major is informed of the 
New Statesman article A press 
briefing to British journalists is 
delayed . Shortly after midnight. 


too much?” or "Have ( been a bit 
silly?". But before long he had 
learnt toe ropes in a tricky business. 

There is little more dangerous 
than saying nothing when dealing 
with journalists who can misinter¬ 
pret toe silence or who may be 
happy to print speculation in the 
absence of feet It is in this light that 
Mr O’Donnell’s remarks about Mr 


Mr O’Donnell makes a formal 
denial of the allegations. A spokes¬ 
man from Number Ten makes a 
ifanfiar s tatement. 

•January 28: The stray of Mr 
Major’s denial of any illicit affair 
isruninthefoDowingTiewspapereL 

the Daily Express (3.965.000), the 
Mirror (9,859,000), The Sun 
(10,021,000), The Times 
(1,098.000). The Guardian 
(1.293,000) and the Daily Sport 
(estimated readership 1,250,000). 
The Daify Mail (4,261,000) has a 
short denial by Mr Major 
Mr Major instructs Biddle & Co 
to issue writs against New States¬ 
man and Society, end Scallywag. 

Robin Hunt 

□Jfgures for leadership are the last 
available averages from- the National 
Readmhip Survey. 


the media 


Major’s alleged "mistress” must be 
judged. Mr Major, closely advised 
by Mr O'Donnell, had already 
prepared a battle plan in case such 
an accusation would be put so how 
well has Mr O’Donnell served his 
master? In the lobby, silence has 
come to mean assent, so that was 
rejected. The option of shrugging 
off the report or refusing to be 
drawn'on tittle-tattle, which Mr 
Ingham might have followed with 
success, was rejected in favour of a 
straight demaL Hence Mr 
O’Donnell said, "These allegations 
are completely untrue," which 
would seem a categorical deniaL 
Plainly, however, this was not 
convincing enough for tire story to 
have been killed stone dead; in¬ 
stead. Downing Street announced 
the rare step of the prime minister 
issuing a libel action against the 
New Statesman. 

The issuing of the writ may act as 
a warning toot for other newspa¬ 
pers who already have or may be 
tempted to follow the Statesman's 
lead, but it runs its own risks, for 
bringing a tibd action to court is a 
most effective way of spotlighting a 
rumour and having it legitimately 
rqiorted. regardless of the out¬ 
come. The prospect of either Mr 
Major or the woman in question 
attending court would be a dream 
for any popular newspaper editor. 


Crossing 
borders 
of taste 

When advertising 


becomes offensive 

A n eight-year-old girl in a 
bathing costume peeps pro¬ 
vocatively over her shoulder, 
her bottom stuck out and toe 
costume tucked up between her 
cheeks. This is not a piece of child 
pornography, but an advertising 
circular to publicise a leading 
children’s wear design exhibition: 
toe 56th Mode Enfantine Interna¬ 
tional trade show which opens 
tomorrow in Paris. 

A spokesman for Mothereare. 
who will be unending toe exhibi¬ 
tion, says: "It was irresponsible for 
the organisers to photograph a 
young child in this way." No 
representatives from Children's 
World, the children’s wear chain 
owned by Boot’s, will be attending. 
Tim HenshaU, the company's ad¬ 
vertising manager, says, “We felt 
that the use of a child in this way 
was inappropriate and offensive." 

"I found this offensive.” says Billy 
Machwinney, toe joint executive 
creative director of J Walter 
Thompson. "Now toe borders have 
come down in television. 1 fear we 
may see more of this." 

Sylvie Chleq. toe product manag¬ 
er for Mode Enfantine, expressed 
surprise at these reactions. "This 
advertisement was meant to be 
funny," she says. "We wanted to 
entice visitors to toe show. Bui you 
must remember that this campaign 
was aimed at professionals. We 
would not have used this type of 
photograph for the general public." 

D oes this justify its use? "No, 
if it’s offensive, it’s offen¬ 
sive and that’s it” says 
Caroline Crawford from the Adver¬ 
tising Standards Authority (ASA).. 
The ASA does not have guidelines 
on toe exploitation of children. Any 
complaints they receive about a 
French advertisement would be 
assessed according to British stan¬ 
dards and referred back to toe 
ASA’s counterpart in France, toe 
Bureau de Verification de la 
Publidte (BVP). for investigation. 

“We do not receive many cross- 
border complaints." Miss 
Crawford says. “We have never 
really had one on taste and decency 
before, so ifs unclear how the 
mechanism would work." 

Until the ASA or the BVP 
receives an official complaint they 
can take no action. What is dear is 
toe BVP*s view. “We consider it to 
be an infringement of the French 
advertising self-regulatory rules 
and the International Chamber ol 
Commerce code.” says Francois 
Peruki, toe head of investigations. 

Mme Chleq had not heard of the 
ICC code. “We have had only 20 
letters of complaint from just two 
countries out of the 70 our cam¬ 
paign was aimed at” she says. The 
two complaining countries were toe 
UK and Germany. The next cam¬ 
paign has been modified. They will 
use the same girl in the same pose, 
but show only her head and 
shoulders. 

Ingrjd Hunt 
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There is nothing to stop a man being chosen as secretary of the year 


S ecretaries changed sex 
in toe first quarter of tins 
century. Until toen.men 
had monopolised toe job, but 
tire development of the type¬ 
writer. toe increase in office 
work, the disappearance of 1 
men to the trendies and the 
need for newfy emancipated 
women to find employment 
shifted toe balance. 

Now toe male secretary is a. 
rare bird (except when be is a 
senior civil servant assisting a 
government minister). Mary 
Overton, a senior manage¬ 
ment adviser at the Industrial 
Society, sees only a handful of 
men. among the hundreds 
who attend me organisation’s 
secretarial courses. 

“Men are deterred by the 
image: that the secretary is 
subservient is always told 
what to do and that once a 
secretaiy, always a secretary.. 
The reality is quite different 
Marty secretaries have a very 
high profile in a company. 
They are toe closest linrawith 
management and they need 
many skills: time manage¬ 
ment being good with people, 
being able to use toeir initia¬ 
tive. They often do a tot of 
research and they frequently 
need creative keyboard skills. 
Men would love afi that” 
Keyboards may be die key to 
more men entering toe field. 
Nancy Harris, toe general 


; Mr B 


Great divide computing teachesmanymeukeyboard skills faut few go on to fae secretaries 


manager of the Institute of 
Qualified Private Secretaries, 
which has 3,000 members of 
.whom maybe a damn are 
male, thinks die- ratio may 
change. “At one time, sitting 
at a typewriter was considered- 


feminine but now that every¬ 
one learns keyboard, ridlls for 
computer use it's no longer 
seen as an odd thing for a man 
to da Another fector is that 
thereare more jobs in this field 
than in many others.” 


Gabriel Ctynston. 30. who 
temps for a firm of City 
Stockbrokers, came into secre¬ 
tarial work via his interest in 
' word processing. "That's what 
1 like best I’m a bit of reluctant 
secretary, but most of toe work 


available is secretarial- I’m 
normally toe only bloke in an 
office but I’m used to that now. 
I don’t see why there shouldn't 
be more men doing the job.” 

Top secretaries can earn 
£25,000-00,000 a year but 
Ms Overton believes that men 
will not be attracted to the job 
unless- its image changes. 
“Secretaries are their own 
worst enemies, they're always 
saying ‘I’m just’, or’I’m only a 
secretary*." 

T ennie Ashplant the man- 

I aser at a brand] of toe 
4/ Alfred Marks employ¬ 
ment agency in Easton, north 
London, has four men among 
the 100-plus secretaries on ha- 
books. “They are rare but they 

tend to be top notch. I stiB hear 
the surprise at the other end of 
toe phone when i put a man 
forward for a temp’s job. But 
afterwards employers sayi‘Let 
me have him tack*. It seems to 
work particularly well if you 
get a man working for a 

woman. Ifs to do with devel¬ 
oping a good relationship.” 

She dunks men are as likefy 
as women to undertake sum 
traditional support services as 
watering the plants. “Some 
women tee less willing to do 
that now. It is more a question 
of nature than of genderi” 
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Have you got what it takes to be top? 


E ntries are invited for 
The Times Professional 
Secretaiy of the Year 
Awards 1993. sponsored by 
The Times and organised by 
The London Secretary & Of-' 
fice Management Show in 
association with toe Industrial 
Society, the European Associ¬ 
ation of Professional Secretar¬ 
ies and RSA , . _ 

The awards are desig ned to 
seek out and reward profes¬ 


sional secretaries (of eith er sex ) 
in the UK, who have appropri¬ 
ate personal and technical 
skills and business experience. 
Entrants will be asked to 
complete a detailed CV. in- 
chiding references, submit wo 
rasp studies with supporting 
documents fo show their pro¬ 
fessional abilities, and. as a 

“tie-breaker- to define profes¬ 
sionalism and what it means 
to them in the workplace. 


Finalists wffl be invited to 
the Industrial Society in 
London on Monday, Marti 
22, for skills testing, and an 
interview with toe judging 
panel The winner and five 
ninniers-up wifl be presented 
with their awards on die first 
day of The London Secretaiy 
ft Office Management Show 
on Tuesday, March 30. at the 
Barbican Centre in London. 

First prize is a holiday pack- .’ 


age for two courtesy of Swiss¬ 
air and Holiday Inn,.£500 of 
clothes from Next Directory, 
plus a secretarial development 
course with The Industrial 
Society. The runners-up will 
receive hotel breaks for two, 
-courtesy of Holiday Inn, plus 
vouchers from Next and The 
Industrial Society. 

How to cuter Entries must 
be completed on the official 
entry form available -from 


Peter HaiH & Associates, 
organisers of The London 
.Secretary & Office Manage¬ 
ment Show, .by telephoning 
071-915 0054. or in writing 
to Peter Ham & Associates, 
Victoria House, 98 Victoria 
Street, London SW1E5JH. 

Entry forms must- be re¬ 
turned by Friday. March 5. 
The competition is not open to 
employees of peter Haiti & As¬ 
sociates or Times Newspapers. 
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■ The obsession with innuendo and 
gossip in the press is a consequence of 
an arrogant and secretive ruling class 


H ow has it come to 
this? A journal 

once thought to be 
an estimable organ of polit¬ 
ical debate is served with a 
libel writ by the prime 
minister for publishing a 
collection of smutty and 
unfounded innuendos 
about his private life. The 
story as printed consists of 
nothing but second-hand 
scraps of rumour, and un¬ 
substantiated in-jokes 
which the authors admit 
have been around in polit¬ 
ical rirdes for years. This 
very fact, oddly, is what 
provides the excuse fora cut- 
out-and-keep compilation 
being offered to the public. 
“Look," the arn'de says. 

“aD of this has been well- 

known gossip for ages. It 
has been so widely circulat¬ 
ed that encrypted references 
are made to it right under 
your nose but they are only 
decipherable by those in the 
know." What the article 
represents, by its own ac¬ 
count. is a layman’s guide to 
decoding the discourse of 
the governing dasses. 

The ironies in this case 
are myriad. The high-mind¬ 
ed weekly in question —The 
New Statesman — is well 
known for taking itself very 

seriously indeed. _ 

Having moved 
from old to new pof 

left over the last 
generation, it insi 

would naturally , 

incline toward 
priggishness and p „ r u 

supercilious con- 
tempt for die tab- ( 

loids which, from ______ 

its usual po-faced 
perspective would be seen as 
the great traducers of worfc- 
ingrdass integrity. The New 
Statesman, for all its social 
libertarianism, is surely in 
the roundhead camp when 
it comes to seeing claims of 
scandal as the stuff of polit¬ 
ical coverage. 

How then does it find 
itself the first publication in 
a generation to be sued for 
libel by a sitting prime 
minister? Harold Wilson 
once sued a pop group for 
baseless allusions in a song 
to impropriety in his rela¬ 
tionship with his secretary. 
But that was in the 1960s 
when impertinence from 
pop singers and satirists was 
the cause of much sombre 
warning of moral collapse. 
The pop group, in the spirit 
of the times, was being 
cheeky. Irreverence to any¬ 
one in power was seen to be 
its own political justifica¬ 
tion. The important (and 
the self-imponant) person¬ 
ages who felt threatened by 
this lack of deference could 
persuade themselves that 
their outrage and tbeir in¬ 
junctions were serving an 
honourable purpose: to de¬ 
fend the civilised order. 

What exactly did The New 
Statesman see itself as do¬ 
ing when it warmed up a 
puerile dish of gnomic diary 
items and mysterious in¬ 
sinuations? If you believe its 
editor who co-authored the 
piece, it was performing a 
public service. By fitting 
otherwise meaningless bits 
of a puzzle — inscrutable 
utterances by John Major's 
Spitting Image puppet; sur¬ 
prising gobtets of press 
publicity for an unknown 


Political 
insiders 
talk to 
each other 
in code 


female figure — into a 
comprehensible pattern, it 
was demonstrating to ordi¬ 
nary readers just how little 
they really know about 
backstage Westminster. 

Let us dismiss as unwor¬ 
thy the suggestion that The 
New Statesman was simply 
making a desperate, barrel- 
scraping plunge into the 
mire in the hope of increas¬ 
ing its poor dreulation. The 
official case for publishing 
what it did deserves atten¬ 
tion. What it has to say to 
ordinary people (whose re¬ 
cent leap in status must be 
quite dazzling)-amounts to 
this: not only do your rulers 
have their own incestuous 
Channels of communication 
bit they compound this- 
undemocratic hoarding of 
information with waggish 
arrogance. 

Insiders of the political 
' dub. pundits and politic¬ 
ians alike, are actually talk¬ 
ing to one another all the 
time in a boded private 
language. Their contempt 
for Ordinary People is such 
that this private dialogue 
may be carried on in hill 
public view even when that 
means that what is being 
offered for general con¬ 
sumption is rendered utterly 

_ mystifying. So 

total is the divorce 
ri ffl l between what in¬ 

siders under¬ 
lets stand and what 

outsiders perceive 
CtO ttiat nonsense is 

made of the idea 
Dtner that the press is 

Ode reporting what it 

____ actually sees and 

hears, in order to , 
inform an electorate which ' 
genuinely needs to know 
what is going on. The 
reason why the pundits 
cannot report what they 
really hear, or even whar 
they might definitively 
know, much of the time is 
because of the statutory 

fortress which ensures secre¬ 
cy and suppression at every 
level of political life, from 
the tittle-tattle that is protect¬ 
ed by the libel laws, to the 
highest reaches of govern¬ 
ment mismanagement 
which are shielded by the 
Official Secrets Act 

T hose literary theorists 
who search for 
subtexts could have a 
field day with The New 
Statesman article. While it 
is itself pan of the sleaze 
epidemic, it is also a diagno¬ 
sis of the disease. Apparent¬ 
ly despairing of the 
country’s incurable secrecy 
and the infantile taste for 
siliy news coverage which it 
breeds. The NewStatesman 
plunges into the muck itself 
and splashes frenetically. 
“You see!” it says. “This is 
what even we have been 
driven to.” 

Whether you accept its 
rationale or not. there is 
more to this argument than 
a recitation of salacious 
gossip. Someone in high ' 
office ought to pause before 
letting fly with another writ 
and ask whether the obses¬ 
sion with sexual scandal in 
the British press and among 
its readers is not a direct 
result of the patronising 
controls which are placed 
on information which mat¬ 
ters more. 



double 


Masons: a final solution 

0 %^' Today’s private member’s bill on 

know that they get togetfa- . - . j _' • ' '.does. Our PMdidnosudrthfoeba 

er to grab a0 the best jobs SCCT01 SOClCtlCS SlHKlS OUT CtOltlOCTUCy said “It remains my personal view.” 


O h dear, it's the.Masons 
again. I suppose you 
know that they get togeth¬ 
er to grab aD the best jobs 
and houses, and take over businesses 
by underhand methods, and do 
down anyone who criticises them, 
and indulge in sinister rituals which 
involve them rolling their trousers up 
even when they are not going 
paddling. But did you know that they 
are plotting to take over the world, 
starting next Wednesday? Oh. yes, it’s 
true; a man 1 met in a pub had heard 
it from his neighbour, who had been 
told it by a woman he sat next to on a 
bus, and she had found out about it 
from her postman, who knew 
because he had met a man in a 
fining-station who knew aD about it 
Ooh, there's nothing the Masons 
wouldn't get up to if they felt like it 
mark my words. 

Every two or three years, this 
spavined nag is trotted out and it is 
the very devil to get it bade into its 
staff And I should know, because 
more than once I have been enlisted 
in the defence, much against my 
wishes (1 have better things to busy 
myself with), when the sea of imagi¬ 
nary allegations was rising. And that 
sea was no little municipal baths: at 
one time, when the fit was on diem, 
the leaders of some of the London 
boroughs started dismissing known 
Freemasons from their employ, not 
for any misbehaviour or incompe¬ 
tence but solely because they were 
Freemasons. 

Freemasonry hysteria is a disease 
that has had too little serious medical 
examination; it is parallel to die same 
principles as those of anti-Semitism, 
and indeed it has often been, to a very 
considerable extent, a stalking-horse 
for the more ancient vileness. It could 
hardly be otherwise: attacks on 
suspecr Jewry have almost always 
been inextricably entwined with anti- 
Freemasonry. Hitler lumped them 
together without distinction of any 
kind — 1 recall, from a book about the 
Third Reich, a photograph of a huge 
banner, swastika-adorned, strung 
over a central thoroughfare in Berlin, 
reading "Gegen Juden und 
FreimauerT (“Down with Jews and 
Freemasons!”). The reason that Jews 
and Freemasons are easy targets for 
this odious prejudice is that just as 
Jews can be accused of keeping 
together, a trait which can be 
instantly dubbed sinister, so equally 
can the Masons' privacy be similarly 
categorised. (If you don’t mind me 
saying so, what the gentiles have 
done to Jews over die centuries 


suggests that they would be very wise 
indeed to keep together, and for extra 
safety to do the keeping behind 
locked doors, letting in only Freema¬ 
sons. and even then only if they can 
remember the password.) 

The hysteria that can be sum¬ 
moned up about Freemasonry comes 
dose to genuine lunacy: There was a 
man called Stephen Knight, now 
dead, who was the author of a 
number of more or less demented 
books about the evils of Freemasonry; 
one of his tales (charmingly subtitled 
The Final Solution) proved, at least 
to his own satisfaction, that “Jack the 

Ripper” - was a ._ 

group of Masons __ t 
who did the mur- f J _ 
ders to hush up a 

royal scandal, that m 

the conspiracy was -y. • 

led by Freemasons f ^ 
in the very highest / P'llTyl 
quarters of the land, 4yi/MrtV 

and that the bodies . - ■ — 

of the people they 
killed were mutilated by having 
Masonic insignia carved into their 
flesh. 

In another of his crazy books, this 
one subtitled The Secret World of the 
Masons, he told the world that he 
had written to the then Lord Chief 
Justice, die Master of the Rolls, the 
president of the Family division of the 
High Court and the vice-chancellor 
of the Chancery division, demanding 
to know whether they were Freema¬ 
sons. and when three of the four 
ignored his missive and the fourth 
said it had no relevance to his post, he 
was plainly convinced that there was 
a Masonic conspiracy among the 
land's highest judges. 

But wty do I rake over these 
embers today? Because the bellows 
are once again being plied, and plied 
this time in the House of Commons. 
Christopher (“call me Chris") Muffin. 

MP. along with half a dozen other 
MP$ of aD parties, is promoting a 
private member’s biff to be debated 
today, which would compel Freema¬ 
sons to dedare their sinister connec¬ 
tion if they fell into certain categories 
which, under Mr Muffin’s proposals, 
they may not enter unannounced. To 
lx or. the safe side, Mr Muffin has 
dressed his odious campaign in a 
measure called die Secret Societies 
(Declaration) BQL and the word 


Freemason does not figure in its text; 
bat it i s dear that the Masons will 
bear the brunt if the bfll is passed; 1 
have never come across any denunci¬ 
ation of comparable privacy. 

Now pause for a moment and 
imagine a Jewish organisation, its 
members gathering regularly for, 
say. eleemosynary purposes which 
they reasonably wished confidential; 
what would you think of a law Much, 
oompelled any member of the group 
to stale, under penalty, that he was a 
Jew. if he was also—and these are the 
categories that are listed in Mr 
Muffin’s bQI — “the occupant of. or 

• .. ■ candidate to, a pub- 

y Kc office or a post in 

* ... J a public service”? 

l/Jlr/J . ...That, was not a 
>Vy/ vy rhetorical question, 

• and I would be 

Utd/t obliged if you would 

7#/ stop what you are 

V doing for a moment 

— and think of your 

answer. Just what 
would you dunk of such a law? Surety 
such a custom will seem a little odd 
when Mr Muffin gets his legislation, 
will it not? No, Mr Muffin is not anth 
Semitic the worst that can be said of 
him is that he doesn’t think very 
dearly. (None of this detracts from his 
tenacious campaigning for the re¬ 
lease of innocent men from prison, 
which is wholly to his credit) 

But there is worse to come. Mr 
Muffin recently asked the prime 
mirtister at question time wheiher hft 
the PM. was still of the opinion that 
he had publidy held in 1986 (tty 
filling in a questionnaire on the 
matter); the opinion “that police 
officers, magistrates. Members of 
Parliament councillors and other, 
public officials who were Masons 
should disclose that fact”. Only 
Masons, you note; Mr Muffin later 
tried to tie the PM to his secret 
societies biff as indeed he is trying to. 
tie the Masons to anything secret that 
he can lay his hands on. to disguise 
the feet dial the thrust is, and is 
manifestly intended to be. against the 
Masons. What John Major thought 
he was doing in the first place in 
committing himself to conduct so 
shameful [ cannot imagine, but at 
least he could now have repudiated 
his fbfly, made a full apotogyand 
declared that Mr Muffin's measure 


D o you know how he will 
answer that one? T do, I 1 
am sony to say. He wflj, 
after he has stopped, 
spluttering, say that of course Ttee- 
masons are as honest and reputable 
as anyone else. but. you sec unfortu¬ 
nately a lot of people, quite erroneous¬ 
ly, nay, altogether absurdly if not 
indeed ludicrously, preposterously 
and ridiculously, do dunk that Free¬ 
masons are dishonest, and just lobe 
on die safe side — because we 
wouldn’t want the public to remain 
uneasy, would we? — we shall make 
them pass an extra test And surety 
the Freemasons themselves would 
welcome such a test to dear the air? 
So everyone wfll go home happy, 
particularly the Masons, who. wfll 
continue with their plan fo rake over 
the world, until, that is. Mr Muffin 
gets around to them. (Actually, the 
PM will do nothing of the kind; he 
will not be in die Commons when the 
bffi is being discussed.). 

I trust, though, that there will be 
enough sensible and honourable 
MFs in the house today to ensure that 
this ranrid biff and its even more 
randd purpose, is thrown out If they 
waver. 1 ask diem this question: “Do 
you know that there is not one word 
in Mr Muffin'S bill which explains, 
wtty it is being introduced, let alone 
what evil it is supposed to care?” 

By the way. have you heard dial 90 
per cent of drog^dealeis are Freemar 
sons? Oh, yes. it's well known.. 


Absent friends? 


JOHN Major may not have quite 
perfected the art of avoiding the 
political banana skin, but he 
appears to be learning: the prime 
minister is expected to be a high- 
profiJe absentee from next week¬ 
end’s Young Conservatives 
conference. 

Given that he has attended both 
other YC conferences held since he 
became prime minister — notably 
stopping off en route (o one at a 
Happy Eater for a cooked break¬ 
fast — his absence is curious. More 
so. as this years thrash is held in 
that bastion of Essex-Tory. 
Southend. 

Could his non-appearance be 
connected with the fact that next 
Friday, the eve of the Southend 
conference, is the very day that the 
62 staff due to be made redundant 
from Conservative Central Office 
learn their fate? The party machine 
that sets off down the A12 will be a 
slimmed-down one. 

Toty officials insist that Major’s 
absence has nothing to do with 
embarrassment over the timing of 
the job cuts, which are intended to 
reduce the party's £15 million 
deficit- “There are just too many 
conferences." an official said. “He 
cannot go to all of them.” And 


although the prime minister may 
not be there, the YCs will have 
some notable speeches to interrupt 
their carousing. Peter Lilley. Peter 
Brooke. Virginia Bottomley. Tony 
Newton. Michael Howard and 
John MacGregor are all speaking, 
as is Sir Norman Fowler, who as 
party chairman is closely involved 
with deciding which of the Central 
Office staff will be axed. 

But one potential departee from 
Smith Square is not impressed: 
"Southend is only a short drive 
from Downing Street. Having 
been praised to the skies for our 
role in winning the election, those 
who are going to Southend will 
find it hard to give 100 per cent 
They will be thinking about where 
the next job comes from or about 
the friends they have left behind in 
London who are being sacked. 1 
cannot see many of us strolling 
down the ’prom’ with kiss-me- 
quick hats and candy floss.” 

Double trouble 

NOT only John Major is baying 
for the blood of Sieve Platt, the New 
Statesman’s editor. David Hill, di¬ 
rector of communications for the 
Labour party, has written to Plan 



DIARY 


demanding an apology for an arti¬ 
cle in last week's issue, in which 
Plan alleged that Hill leaked an in¬ 
ternal Labour party report 
Hill is impatiently awaiting 
Platt’s reply: “The letter was sent 
48 hours ago and I still haven't re¬ 
ceived a reply. It is absolutely un¬ 
true that flic paper was leaked by 
me. I am seeking a full apology or 1 
wfll be taking legal action." 

• WITH commendably Titanic 
spirit the New Statesman partied 
on last night with a bash in the 
House of Commons to celebrate it 5 
relaunch. Controversy, of course, 
there was in abundance, bur guests 
hungry for food rather than the 
latest gossip were disappointed. 
“We do the food ourselves.” said 
one staffer . “We’re just thrown a 
Jew peanuts in a few bowls. We’re 
nor that big on catering ." 


Freehold radical 

DUDLEY Fishbum, M P for Ken¬ 
sington. has been voted “radical of 
the year by the Radical Society for 
his work on leasehold reform, en¬ 
capsulated in the Housing and Ur¬ 
ban Development Biff which next 
month returns to the Commons 
after its committee sage. The soci¬ 
ety's chairman. Professor Stephen 
Haseler. professor of government 
at London GuDdhaB University. 
says Fishbum was chosen for “giv¬ 
ing people the right to own their 
own homes”. 

Fishbum. who will be given the 
award in March, was chosen by 
the satiety's committee, which in¬ 
cludes such luminaries as Professor 
Norman Stone, Baroness Cox. 
Lord Tebbit and Brian Walden. 

Fishbum is tangibly pleased. 
“I’m very chuffed, fell ID be more 
pleased when i! becomes law. For a 
long time I’ve been campaigning 
in the wilderness.” Which is where, 
no doubt, London's big freeholders 
would have preferred him to stay. 
Stuart Corbyn. chief executive of 
the Cadogan Estate, says: “1 gouM 
think of many more appropriate 
tides but they are unrepeatable.” 

Poll another one 

B1LL Clinton’s political tastes may 
be a litde different from that of 


George Bush, but they share an 
uncannily common taste in curtain 
material. Even more surprisingly, 
they share a common supplier in 
the shape of Busby & Busby, a 
small six-person operation based 
in Blandford, Dorset. 

Nick Busby is delighted that his 
products are, once again, to hang 
m a reception room of the White 
House. “Three years ago President 
Bush chose an oyster-coloured wild 
sflk called Spenser— spelt with art 
S. after the poet.” he says. “All our 
s3ks are named after poets from 
Bygrave’s Golden Treasury. Presi¬ 
dent Ointon's silk is called Rosetti 
— it’s a rusty rose-coloured fabric; 
with a wiki weave like the Spen¬ 
ser.” Fresh out of Angelou. 
presumably. 


Spenser? 


^ J durns. 

n. <<p 



Bear facts 

WITH the patience of a bdrii dip¬ 
lomat. Raymond .Seitz, tire Ameri¬ 
can Ambassador, has coped 
magnificently with the endless 
stream of polite enquiries as to his 
future following die arrival of Pres¬ 
ident Clinton. Is the strain finally 
beginning to tell? 

' On Wednesday night guests at¬ 
tending a private party at Winfield 
House, Seitz’s home in Regent’s 
Park, waited in line to be an¬ 
nounced. As each guest ap¬ 
proached the master of 
ceremonies, few could resist a whis¬ 
pered “is he staying?". To each en¬ 
quiry, die flunkey merely inclined 
bis head and pointed to a nearby 
table upon which sat a large teddy 
bear proudly Waring the request 
“Don’t ask" 

•THEY may have lost the debate 
against the selectors but David 
Gowers supporters in the AfCC- 
have done nothing but good for 
their hop's -literacy career. The 
third pint run iff Gower — The 
Autobwgrapfty has just sold our 
(flashing outside the off-stump?) 
bringing 'fed rdback sales to 
39,000. - The -paperback, with a 
dew chapter on powers omission 
from the tottrofln&ULvriU be pub-' 
Fished in Aprils just in time to 
inflame this years crater season. 


stains both our democracy and the 
land-ft encompasses, which indeed it 
; does. Our PM did no such thinghot 
said “It remains my personal view.” ' 
Right, then; a special question for 
the prime minister, lf-he realty holds 
the view he has expressed concerning 
'Masons, would he equally counte¬ 
nance a measure requiring Catholics 
in, say, a private trust, as above, 

. such public offices, to be 

to state that they were 
s, and if not, why not? As fax 
.as I can see. He can either say that 
Masons, and the Catholics in my 
example, are in the same boat, and 
must be treated equally by the 
measures of the Muffin biff or he can 
repudiate the Catholic half of the 
argument and say that Freemasons 
alone must pass the test, though the 
Muffin bfll would catch both. And if 
~ he. wriggles, saying that there us no 
suggestion in his mind that Freecna- 
sqns cannot be trusted;hewillhaveto i 
. answer ^supplementary. if thai'^so. 
why does he personally'endorse tfe 
principles of the bill? . " ' 


The Arab case is 

wrong, says Cono r 
Cruise O’Brien 


B oft Iraq and 

recenfly been m the newsi for 

violating Untof NattonsSeo- 

urity Council resolutions. Tor these 
breaches, the two offenders have been 
treated very differently- frnq was 
bombed. Israel has not been pan- 

Shed in anyway, .though the security 

council may vote for some told « 
■Ptnfti nng, «"l«s President Clinton 

derides to use.the veto. 

Throughout the Arab worta, 

. people are angiy at what thqr regard 
as a lamentable "display of dcwWe 
standards. That is understandable. 1 
should fed die same way, if l were an 
Arab. But what is surprising is mar 
tiie complaint about double stan¬ 
dards shouffi hare been heard during, 

last week’s Commons debate from 
several MPs, including at least one 
Conservative..: ■ 

Who exactly is supposed to be 
guilty of double standards? Certainty 
not die security council It con¬ 
demned Iraq, for obstructing tbe UN 
inspection teams, and it condemned 
Israel for deporting" tbe 400 mem¬ 
bers of Hamas to Lebanon. N o; the 
people who applied (he double stan¬ 
dards, in my opinion quite rightly, 
were the United Stales, Britain and 
France. They responded to Israel's 
deportations only verbalty, but to 
Iraq's obstruction by the use of force. 

The reason for this discrepancy 
ought to be dear to the most obtuse 
MP; Iraq's obstruction of the UN 
inspection teams in tbeif search for 
midear-related technology is a threat 
to the viral interests of the West If 
Saddam Hussein had found that he 
could get away with that, he would 
hav^gorieaheadwith the" acquisition 
of the nudearweaponry he so craves. 
(He woiild already have such weap¬ 
ons if Israel's air force had not 
destroyed Iraq’s nuclear reactor. 
Osfrak. in 1981. anactionfor winch 
Israel was' roundly condemned at the 
time by piety ium everybody.) ,?f. 

O ncesecurity In possesson of 
nuclear weapons, Saddam 
would have felt free to . re- 
annex Kuwait.convinced—probably 
correctly — that there would be no 
repetition of Desert Storm. The need 
:to : prevent die : emergence- of - a 
rtudea^armed Iraqi dictatorship in 
possesion of a monopoly of Arab oil 
.study, provide *m ample rationale 
for the anf strikes against- Iraqi 
targets. And they worked. Saddam 
has backed down. Ifbetries again, he 
must again be forcedfo desist 
Israel’s action ’ m deporting the 
Hamas manbeiS. an act which its 
High Court has now backed, is 
regrettable, but' poses no threat 
whatever to .Western interests.. It will 
be argued that it poses an indirect 
threaL.Arab anger at the deportation 
df these innocent Palestinians wfll 
firm ti>em against tbe West, which 
thqy would otherwise love and cher¬ 
ish. This type of argument is heard 
whenever'.Israel does anything to 
annoy ' the Arabs. In the present 
context, however, it is especially 
incongruous and absurd. 

: No Arab state is prepared to take in 
these , innocent Palestinians, whose 
persecution at the hands of Israel all 
the Arab states affect to deplore. In 
reality they regard these Hamas 
members in much the same light as 
Israel does: as dangerous fundamen¬ 
talist extremists. Such people are an 
even greater threat to Arab govern¬ 
ments than they are to the stale of 
Israel, and some have dealt with 
litem far more ruthlessly than Israel. 

I n February 1982, when the 
Syrian city of Hama was held by 
Muslim fundamentalists in defi¬ 
ance of .President Assad’s secular 
regime. Syria’s defence brigades 
stormed the city, a journalist not 
“Sympathetic to (he Syrian regime, 
ratnek Seale; estimates that 25,000 
people were slaughtered in the sack of 
Hama. That event aroused far less 
international attention and sympathy 
^toad's deportation of approS- 
matety 400 persons of die same type; 

&^ dOUbte 
TTie security council itself has never 
had the power to implement its 
resolutions. The UN Charter makes 
provisi on, on paper, for collective 
enforcement, but the military state 
committee contemplated in the Char¬ 
s' was never set up. In effect, the five 
Pemtanent members k^the dS 

S? nent OT not in 

oity^d tforo curses and blessings: 
curses on violators of Chart**- 

SSSt&SS 

Falklands in 1982 - 
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HURD’S TROUBLED WORLD 


Douglas Hurd’s great predecessor. Lord 
Palmerston, gave one of his most famed 
contributions to die 1 quotations dictionary 
during the debate on the Treaty of Adri- 
anople in 1848. “We. have no eternal a flfe?. 
and we have no perpetual en em ies. Our 
interests are eternal and perpetual, and 
those interests it is our duty to fallow,” he 
said. Mr Hurd’s address to die Royal 
Institute of International Affairs this week 
echoed this theme. • ‘- - 

The Foreign Secretary purveyed less 
imperial certainty than did Palmerston (as 
well he might have) but he did show an 
admirably balanced grasp of the issues. He . 
described the palimpsest of British interests, r 
some shifting, some fundamental all requir¬ 
ing fresh examination in each generation, 
never more so than now in the wake of the 
Cold War. The speech, less pacific than some 
have made it seem, marked a considerable 
advance on his perplexed ruminations to . 
Foreign Office staff at the New Year. : 

Mr Hurd has always seen die Bosnian 
conflict through die historical prism ofthe 
Eastern Question which so preoccupied - 
Palmerston, his European contemporaries 
and his successor for much of the. 19th 
century. That debate about how to contain 
nationalist ferment in die Balkan power 
vacuumcreated by the decay of the Ottoman 
empire finds its direct echo today in the 
uncertainties and disorders consequent on 
the breakup of tire'Soviet Union. 

Mr Hurd’s appeal far concerted action, in 
“an effort comparable to those of 1815, 

191 9 and the years after 1945... to avert a 
continuing slide into disorder” across the 
world gives no quarter to those who would 
have Britain’s interests narrowly reinter¬ 
preted- His assessment of the Emits to the 
capacities of the United Nations and the 
other institutions of collective order apart 
horn Nato is shrewd. His anatysis of 
Britain's modem role-proceeds, logically 
enough, from the straightfor ward i mper- 
atives of defending British territory fa 
Britain's continued interest, which he firmly 
maintains, in collective security against the 
lawless “obliteration of .one state by ' 
another”. The (Mgation to uphold the rule 
of law was, , as he reminded his audience, 
what had drawn Britain into three major 
wars this centaiy. 

What makes all this more than a routine 
tour: d’horizon is the-grey areas between. 
Most of the conflicts of today and tomorrow 
wDl lack the Wade and white dainty of 
stopping Hitler, or Stalin, or S addam 
Hussein. Mr Hurd is dear that Britain, 
which exports twice as much of -its gross 
domestic product'as Japan.' canndt neglect' 
its- interest in *a safer' and-more decent 
world”: ananJty interferes with'trader geth 
eraHy. involves appalling human, rights 
abuses and uiKfoedced,has a tendency to 
lead to wider conflict But how is Britain to ‘ 
determine priorities with some measure of 
consistency? 

In some countries, such as Cambodia or 
Somalia, Britain may have no direct interest 
butthehumanitariancatastrc^hemaybeon 
such a scale that duty compels involvement •• 
Mr Hurd views with what seems to be 
despondency the jolt to popular sensibilities 
administe red by the hand-held cameras of 

the world's press. When “the air is fall of the 

eloquence of many Glads t on e s (and) each 
new tragedy as it is revealed brings its 
Midlothian campaign”, he fears that de¬ 
mands on British wealth and military power 
could rapidly exceed its capacity to respond. 

No doubt die old Foreign Office hand in 
Mr Hurd regrets that diplomacy in the 


global village is no longer the exclusive 
preserve of experts, and thaf sense, meaning 
strict Realpolitik, may on occmfon be 
subordinated to public sensibility^ But he 
could have chosen a happier instance than 
the Midlothian campaign for hisjbmewhat 
dismissive reference to the nuisance value of 
public outrage a^hafaanmi^^ 

." The precursor Wfft^Solgaj^ atrocatkS- 
which brought Gladstone outJSf retirement 
and onto the Midlothian husaigs in protest 
was an uprising in Bosnia anrf Herzegovina, 
which spread to Bulgaria tihd was cruelly 
suppressedh»y the Turks, respite the public 
indignation, tbe-Europeampowexsdid little 
. mitil Russia weighed in on the side of its 
JeEow-Slavs. Western EunJpe’sialhire firstto 
avert and then to contain the conflict in the 
former Yugoslavia today-haunts this speech- 
-;Mr Hard is evident .torn between his 
recognition that Western resolve in theiace 
of me nqw disorder isftiere under test, and 
Ins .reluctance to stake all against heavy 
opposition in the cabinet to Bntisb milrtaiy 
-involvement in restoring peace. The logic of 
his arguments cracks under the strain. "He 
suggests, for exam^e. that the vrotfa “would 
regard it as simply frivolous” were toe 
European Community to abandon its 
common policy-’towards this issue. What 
-common polic^is there beyond a general 
yearning for the problem to go away? 

Mr Hurd Seems. to place his entire 
confidence infbe success ofthe Owen-Vance 
peace negotiations. Yet hedoes not, yet, will 
ffiemeans tottus end. He must see that fear 
of international intervention brought Serbia 
to change its public stance, and also that 
these talks could be dragged down to failure 
by continued carnage. He must see too that 
promises by the parties to disengage their 
forces wifl be worth nothing unless they are 
internationally policed, under a mandate 
much firmer than that for the UN peace¬ 
keeping operations in Croatia, whose “de¬ 
fects and weaknesses”, he rightly criticises. If 
such a force is to he available either in 
support of an iihimaftiyn to bring negotia¬ 
tions to a head, or to implement an 
agrrement without dangerous delay, it must 
be prepared now. 

Mr Hurd appears to be ; waiting for 
America, whose support and probable 
participation he believes, with reason, to be 
indispensable to every major international 
undertaking. Yet this is one occasion when 
geography gives Europeans spatial respon¬ 
sibility to grade American flunking, respon¬ 
sibility reinforced for Britain in particular by 
the arrival in office of a new-American ad¬ 
ministration. British re luc tance to be part of 
collective' securityin the Balkans cannot be 
part of ffie-sohitionr No doubt the British 
amty, in the throes of reorganisation and 
retrenchment under the Options for Change 
programme, would be fared to find another 
3-5,000 appropriately equipped .frontline 
troops. But an army of 148.000 can surely 
still meet a commitment trivial by compari¬ 
son with the demands of the Cold War. 

Here is an urgent case against which to set 
the foreign secretary’s rail for a searching 
e xaminatio n of British diplomacy, its armed 
forces, fheuses of its wealth and its view of its 
place in the world. Mr Hurd should hardly 
have needed to say that Britishfarces are not 
necessary, and could.not be expected to act, 
in every contingency. He is eloquent on the 
theme thatBritain has influence and, yes, 
power to “play a worthy pair in the joint 
effort to contain disorder he believes to be 
needed. He has set out an admiralty argued 
rase. He has only to bridge the gap between 
prin c ip le and practice in Bosnia. 


MR SMITH’S STANDARDS 

The labour leader has chosen a fine theme for an Opposition 


Most people claim that standards have 
fallen, whether in the classroom, in courtesy 
or in public life. Everyone thinks they can 
remember a tune when grammar was not 
abused, shop -assistants were polite and 
ministers resigned when they made mis¬ 
takes. Thus John Smilh r s broadside on the 
ethical standards of this government strikes 
a chord. The question is whether this 
administration is indeed worse than any 
other, or whether nostalgia simply bathes 
the Attire, Macmillan or Wilson eras in a 
misleadingly golden glow. ■ ■ ■-• 

“The concept of responsibility,” dauns Mr 
Smitiv“has been.. .replaced by a different 
code — survival.” There is apparent truth in 
that Despite a string of mistakes, the forced 
withdrawal from the exchange-rate mecha¬ 
nism, the plans for pit closures and die 
Matrix Chrathifl affair, no minister has 
accepted responsibility'and~ resig ned. The 
only resignation. David Mdtac’s, stemmed 
from revelations about his private life and 
was forced upon him by backbenchers after 
he had dung to office for weds by his 

fingertips. . ' . . .. 

Mr Smith also points to the undesirable 
pressures put on civil service impartiality by 
one party holding power fora whole 
generation. Certainly the attempt by officials 
to circumvent guidelines , and protect min¬ 
isters in the Matrix Chunhffl affair was 
disturbing, as was their role in trawling 
immigration files for evidence, to da ma ge 

Bill Clinton. _ _; „ 

But that does not prove a trend. Sir 

Samud Hoare who was forced outofoEBce 

in 1935 to save foe governments fece over 
the Hoare-Laval pact, wrote late m life /Tt is 

a sttie course in public life ite^to abfficate. 

Stick to the position.” And Sydney Smith 
quipped: “Ministers, have a great deal of 
paripnrp but no resi gn ati o n.** According to 
Sir Ian Gflmour, writing 24 years ago in 


The Body Politic, “the theory of ministerial 
responsibility .. - is now as implausible as 
was Divine Right in tiie ) century”.. .. 

Even in the 19th century, ministerial 

- resignatio ns over mistakes were uncommon. 
By. die 1960s, such actions ware rarer stiff 
Resignation in such, circumstances suggests 
that a mistake has been made. In modem 
democratic politics, where personal image is 
of such overpowering importance, confes- 
' son of error can he much, more fatal than 

error ftsdfc Ministers will defend the actions 
of their civil servants in Parliament, but 
.. neither the politician nor the official-is 
generally punished for the mistake. 

Men have occasionally resigned office on 
a point of honour. Sir Thomas Dugdale did 

so ewer Crichd Down, as did Lord 
. Carrington when Iris department failed to 
anticipate the invasion of the -Falklands. 

- Lord Gaifaghan left the Treasury when the 
pound was devalued, though he was 
immediately rewarded with the Home 
Office. In a different age Norman Lamont 

’ might have f^t slightly more bound to 
resign after Black Wednesday. But a 1 all 
times. , honourable men and women have 
tended to be the exception rather fiian the 
rule in politics. 

It should be no surprise then that 
remedies are sought which rdy on more 
than the conscience of individual ministers. 
Mr Smith has suggested some ro tatio n s. He 
thinks that civil servants should be protected 
by a published code of conduct, requiring 
them to resist pressure to put party interest 
before that of die nation; that greater senn- 
iny of the executive by Parliament and some 
devolution from the centre to the regions 
would dilute the accretions of power so jeal¬ 
ousy guarded by central government There 
are attractions hem Whether they would 
gujvive any translation of Mr Smith from 
opposition to government remains inoot 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

• 1 Pennington Street London EJ 9XN Tkfcphone 071-782 5000 


Cabinet moves 
on unemployment 

FmmMrianJ.ffartili 

Sir, X hope feat the thoughtful letter 
from Mr David Howefl, MP (January 
; 21 ). is met by an adequate response fcy 
the Cabinet committee ob-unempJcy- 
ment ?jpr the last 50 years successive 
British governments have made 
i8sep£\ polity eantas in pursuit of a 
single* economic problem, first, ex¬ 
change rates and secondly inflation. 

There are now signs thatunempfoy- 
*xnent is becoming die dominant 
economic issue and that new polity 
errorswill be made in trying to cure rL 

Since 1979 profound changes have 
taken place in the labour ™«**<*. 

| many of t hem spontaneously, winch 
I have been »^ pJar»nM, uncontrolled, 

I not understood and have uncertain 
social consequences. In 1979 there 
r were 12.3 million men in full-time 
paid employment now there are 
fewer than 10 milHon. 

It is the proud boast of the 
government that in spite of tins the 
total numbers in employment have 
increased. Hie bulk of the compen¬ 
satory increase,, however, has bean in 
the form of parttime badly paid work 
for wonjen and sdf-employznent for 
men. 

Most of the new self-employed are 
not entrepreneurs but men driven to 
sdfempkyment because they have no 
alternative: in most cases they earn 
less than they did as fufftime employ¬ 
ees. 

There has been a huge increase in 
the numbers of workers whose 
employment conditions are precari¬ 
ous, arising from part-time work, the 
growth of short-term contracts and 
contracting out 

The balance of power in the 
employer/employee relationship has, 
for the majority, been shifted de¬ 
risively in favour of the employer. 

• There is widespread unease about the 
loss of jdbs in manufacturing. 

• Before there is any tush into 
palliative measures, to reduce un¬ 
employment the Cabinet mmniittpp 
must carefully consider these and 
other isaies. 

Yoms faithfully, 

IANHARTtUU 
10 Hookwater Road, 

Chandler's Ford. 

Eastleigh. Hampshire. - 
January 22. . ( 

From Mr Peter Ashby 

Sir, In the wake of the staggering 
increase in the jobless figures (report 
January 22), it is disappointing that 
the. prime minister hunsdf is not 
hearting the new Cabmer committee 
on unemployment. Without John 
Major’s personal involvement the' 
committee is in danger of agreeing 
crisis management measures rather 
than a radical strategy which can 
endure. 

The time has come for the govern¬ 
ment to introduce a new deal far long¬ 
term unemployed people, based on 
the principle of reciprocal obligations. 
In return for enhanced benefit evesy- 
one who readies the stage of being 
unemployed far 18 months should be 
required to undertake .temporary 
'•wotk, in either tiie private or the 
public sector. Such a contract would 
rerntegrate unemployed people with 
toe labour market and bring signifi- 
cantadvantages to the economy. 

But the case for prime ministerial 
action is not first and foremost, - 
economic. The overwhelming case is a 
moral one • 

.. Yours faithfully. 

PETER ASHBY ' . r. 

(Principal Consultant). 

Fun Employment UK, 

79 Prince George Road, N16. 
January 22. 


Applause, please 

From Miss Stella Godden ■ 

Sir, Further evidence of hand-dap¬ 
ping in Roman times (fetter, January 
20) is contained in the biography of 
the Emperor Nero by Suetonius, in 
bis woik The Tnetve Caesars. 

He recounts how the emperor, 
bring ca pti va te d by the rhythmic 
applause of a crowd of Alexandrians 
from aviating fleet recruited a daque 
of knights and 5.000 youths to 
applaud iris own stage performances.. 
The group, was divided into “bees”, 
“roof-tiles” and “brides". In a footnote 
to his translation, Robert Graves. 
M ptafns .that the “bees" made a 
h umming noise, the “roof-tiles" 
dapped with their hollowed hands 
and the “bricks" flat-handed 

Ymirc faithfully. 

STELLA GODDEN, 

21 FairbyRoad, Lee, SE12. 


Value for money in small museums 


Poplls first 


From the General Secretary ofthe 
National Union of Teachers . 

Sir, Teachers must put their pupils’ 
needs before political or other consid¬ 
erations. That is what they fly to do 
and that is what this union reflects in 
the concerns it expresses by fax and 
otbermeans about government polity 
(leading article, January IS). 

John Patten’s New Year message 
promised, stability, yet your pages 
reflect more turmoil to be imposed on 
schools. Teachers are told what to 
teach and now bow to teach it* 
regardless of the suitability of a 
teaching method to a school's pupils, 
resources or the subject to be taught 

This union has- warned the govern¬ 
ment about the chaotic manner in 

wbidi fae tests m English for 14-year- 


From MrKeuneth Hudson . . 

Sir, Simon Jenkins's article bn Dul¬ 
wich Picture Gallery f Guarding art’s 
Irttie gems”, January 23) was heart¬ 
warming. The small azt galleries, as 
he says, are “more intimate, less 
' exhausting, more tun". They do not 
produce the “minions of glared eyes” 
which may be observed in the 
National Gallery, the Metropolitan 
and the Louvre.. 

The (fireetdr of the Museums and 
Galleries Commission (letter, January 
14? refers to “our best museums”, to 
the need “to ensure that money going 
info museums is spent to good effect”, 
“to concentrate on looking after what 
we already have rather than creating 
new museums”, and to “securing the 
future of internationally important 
collections through endowments from 
the national lottery". He appears to be 
thinking mainly of foe welfare of what 
I might call the Tn»$punv<fl tt reri rals. 
with the implication that in these hard 
times the parish churches must be 
content to starve and quite possibly to 
die. I hope this is not what he meant 

A museum world populated only by 
large museums in the major dries is 
an exceedingly-depressing thought 1 
am convinced that the larger the 
museum the lower its cost-effective¬ 
ness and the productivity of its staff 
and the smaller the proportion of 
objects in its care which are on display 
to the public at any one time. New 
ideas rarefy start in big museums. 
They are bom in the less well-known 
places, which have to be innovative 
and entrepreneurial in order to attract 
their public and to survive. 

A careful look at each museum’s 
costper-vifltor would produce many 
surprises and not a few scandals. 
Public awareness, public education 
and public enjoyment are what mat¬ 
ter most, not vague concepts such as 
safeguarding the rtarinnai heritage. 

W fraf malfpr g is the hop that rr mamms 

make of their collections, not the fact 
that they have them. 

If and when we have a national 
lottery and if some part of the profit 
finds its way towards museums, I 
should like to see at least half the total 


Stonehenge disgrace 

From Lord Kennet 
Sir, Your account of the newbuilding 
proposed at Stonehenge (January 20) 
is too kind. 

The plan has been refused per- 
mission by Salisbury district council: 
hence the public enquiry into the 
appeal made on behalf of English 
Heritage and the National Trust by a 
firm of international property advis¬ 
ers. 

The £15 million to £20 million 
needed for tiie building is not to hand, 
and English Heritage is already 
.sacking Highly qualified staff A trust 
set up unoCT a member of the same 
firm would have to find‘'investors” in 
a project where “commercialisation” 
has, oddly enough, been declared out 
of the question by English Heritage. 

The proposed building, though 
well intennoned and few. is far too 
big: it contains an indoor and an 
outdoor theatre, shops, restaurants, 
etc, all intended to Iak 100 years. It 
would be immediately beside tiie 


Captain Scott’s drags 

From Mr C. S. Barr 
Sir, A report from New Zealand 
(Jannaiy 21) describes tiie finding of 
bottles of cocaine and opium in 
Captain Scott’s hut in tiie Antarctic. 
The implication is that there has been 
no prior knowledge that the ex¬ 
pedition carried such drugs. 

However, the carriage of drugs by 
the exploring parties is described in 
tiie contemporary accounts of the 
expedition. Scott’s own diary entry for 
March 11,1912, when rite last four 
•men in the polar party were, in 
desperate straits, tells of his practically 
ordering Wilson to hand over the 
means of ending their troubles — 30 
tablets of opium apiece. A later diary 
entry for March 22 or 23, when they 


FirsHiay covers 

From Mr A. M- Leverton 
Sir, Alan Coren {article, January 20) 
criticises, the Post Office's first-day 
cower marketing methods. We have 
been mthe stamp business nearly 100 
years and-agree that tiie unfortunate 
way foe Post Office persuades so 
many people to buy these cowers is 
doing a great deal of harm to stamp-, 
collecting. 

We are constantly offered collet 
dons of them, but there are so many 


aids have been developed. They have 
not been My piloted; tiie schools have 
seen no sample questions; the tests to' 
be used have been announced piece¬ 
meal; IQ aririitinn. tiie En glish 
curriculum is being revised: 

Warnings of inadequacy go un¬ 
heeded by the government. We do not 
seek c on front ati on. But we do not 
believe that children and schools 
should be judged on the basis of tests 
commanding no professional sty- 
port, winch have been piloted in 32 
schools with 15-yearolds, not 14- 

ycar-dds.af loo late a stage for defects 
to be ironed out before being used. 

Tins union tries to be constructive 
in its responses to government initia¬ 
tives. It has’ commissioned studies 
from outside organisations such as 
Coopers Lybrand to establish the 
strengths and weaknesses of pro¬ 
posals and changes. This is hardty the 


being earmarked for the area mu¬ 
seum councils and through them 
shared among tiie smaller museums 
well away from London. Half to the 
cathedrals and half to tbe parish chur¬ 
ches seems a very fair balance to me. 

Yours faithfully, 

KENNETH HUDSON. 

Director. European 
Museum of the Year Award, 

PO Box 913. Bristol BS99 5ST. 

From Lord Campbell of Cwy 

Sir. Simon Jenkins recalls the “out¬ 
cry" in 3971 when the Dulwich 
Picture Gallery sold a Domeni chino. 
The outcry. I suggest, was about the 
intention to sell at ail. rather than the 
outcome of the sale. 

Since 1 was tiie purchaser of the 
picture, I can provide some reassur¬ 
ance on that It was in my capacity as 
secretary of state for Scotland that I 
was successful in tiie bidding on 
behalf of the National Gallery of 
Scotland. Consequently tiie Dome- 
nichino did not go abroad, but has 
been a much appreciated addition in 
the gallery in Edinburgh, where it 
’ fitted perfectly into the collection. 

After the sale in 1971. when 
apparently a Jenkins “sugar daddy” 
was not on hand, there was some 
satisfaction that Dulwich had received 
the money it needed and that tiie 
picture was sdll accessible for the 
public to see in Britain, having simply 
moved from one capital city to 
another. 

Youis faithfully, 

CAMPBELL of CROY. 

House of Lords. 

From Mr Gerald Owen, QC 

Sir, Unless my memory deceives me 
tiie study by Rembrandt accompany¬ 
ing Simon Jenkins's excellent artide is 
faring the wrong way. Perhaps you 
should have titled it; “Girl in a 
mirror." 

Youis etc, 

GERALD OWEN. 

3 Paper Buildings. Temple. EC4. 
January 23. 


mysterious and impressive Census. 
There would be car paries for 10,000 
vehide movements a day and a brand 
new road for them cut through the 
archaeology. 

The present arrangement is a 
disgrace but another, more lasting, 
disgrace is not the answer. The main 
thing about Stonehenge throughout 
modem history has been its isolation, 
its otherness. The car parks and 
whatever “visitor facilities’’ may be 
needed should be out of sight, 
probably at Amesbury two miles 
awty. and access to Stonehenge itself 
should be by mini shuttle-buses. No 
buildings. 

Your leader (January 16) about the 
Pyramids (same kind of age as 
Stonehenge, and at the same kind of 
risk) got this problem right “Ruins 
need protection from man. the 
builder and redevetoper.” 

Yours sincerely. 

WAYLAND KENNET, 

House of Lords. 

January 20. 


were out of fuel and rations and near 
to death, tells of their having decided 
on a natural end; a determination to 
march on and die in their tracks. 
Scotft diary was published in 1913. 

ChertyGarrard’s account from the 
same expedition of the winter sledg¬ 
ing journey to Cape Crazier in The 
Worst Journey in the World, pub¬ 
lished in 1922. also describes how at 
one stage, when he thought he was 
fried to freeze to death, he had 
thought of taking morphia from the 
medical case. He did not put this 
thought into action and survived to 
tell the tale. 

Yours faithfully, 

CS-BARR, 

Heathers, Snowdenham Links Road, 
Bramley, Surrey. 


about that tbe value is virtually mL 
A “health” warning should be 
printed on all first-day covers indicat¬ 
ing they are not worth face value.' 
Mml stamps, of course, can be used 
for postage. 

Youis faithfully, 

A. M. LEVERTON 
(Director), 

Bridget & Kay Ud. 

Westway House, 

Brentford. Middlesex. 

January 21. 


approach of an organisation seeking 
solely to obstructyet on every issue the 
government prefers dogma to sense. 

This union wiQ continue to oppose 
the incompetents: in that we are in 
good company— among parents and 
all who ’believe schools and particu¬ 
larly children should be protected 
from government foolishness. 

Yours sincerely, 

DOUG McAVOY. . 

General Seoetaiy. 

National Union of Teachers, 
Hamilton House. 

Mabtedon Place, WCl. 


Business tetters, page 23 


Letters should carry a daytime 
telephone number. They may be 
faxed to 071-782 5046. 


Chocks away, tally 
ho! Biggies fans 

From Mr Roy Lee-Faulkner 

Sir, So Biggies was really T. E. 
Lawrence all along (report, January 
28)! It comes as no surprise to me. 

Until I started conecting them. I 
had never read any Biggies books, so 
perhaps my reading is not coloured by 
childhood memories. 

To date 1 have something like 65 
books, and can recollect only two 
occasions on which Biggies even 
encountered a female of any note. let 
alone had any romantic entangle¬ 
ment. 

Perhaps some of his devoted fans 
have much more fertile minds than 
mine, and are able to infer far more 
than I can from these tales of a grown 
man who lives with two others and 
then “adopts” a young (male) waif. 

I am far more worried that Biggies 
was a first world war “ace” and was 
still flying in the 1960s. 

Yours, 

ROY LEE-FAULKNER. 

113 Mottram Old Road, 

Stalybridge. Cheshire- 
January 28-' 

From Sir Peter Masefield 

Sir. The appealing theoiy that the 
prototype of W. £. Johns's flying hero 
Biggies was T. E. Lawrence of Arabia 
is, I am glad to say, incorrect 
Having known W. E. Johns, on 
and off. for almost 40 years, from 
1929 until his death in 1968.1 can 
say that the true Biggies — a very 
different type from Lawrence — was 
the late Air Commodore Arthur 
Wellesley Bigsworth. RAF. DSO and 
Bar. AFC originally of the Royal 
Naval Air Service. 

I shall be glad to say a little more 
about that interesting and gallant trio, 
Bigsworth. Johns and Biggies (“Cap¬ 
tain James Bigglesworth”) at tiie 
Johns centenary luncheon at the RAF 
Chib on February 6. 

Youre faithfully, 

PETER MASEFIELD. 

RosehiR Doods Way, 

Reigate. Surrey. 

January 28. 


Jobs for women dergy 

From the Reverend Roger Ryan 

Sir, I was pleased to read about the 
findings of Leslie Francis's research 
that women clergy in the Church of 
England are mare masculine and 
tough-minded than clergymen (re¬ 
port, Januaty 22). 

Modern inner-city parish ministry 
is noplace for “wilting violets". Clergy 
today need not so much prayer and 
praise as. the ability to do physical 
work and be resilient. At the induction 
service for a new incumbent the 
bishop will say: “Receive the cure of 
souls which is youis and mine.” Then 
you are on your own and there will be 
little help or encouragement when 
things become difficult 
In tiie past four years I have had to 
dean drains and gutters, dig up 
drains, empty the church itself of 
about ten tons of stored books, 
furniture and junk, repair, dean and 
paint almost everything, cut grass, 
prune trees, move furniture, dean 
toilets, bang in nails, screw in screws, 
lay brides, fix tiles, negotiate with 
plumbers, roofers and biulders, main¬ 
tain and keep all titty — and just 
occasionally preach, pray and visit 
There are many churches like this. 
When they become vacant they are 
just the place for female dergy and 
their tough masculine qualities. 

Yours sincerely, 

ROGER RYAN. 

St Maly's, Summerstown. SW17. 


Called to account 

From Mr Andrew J. Nichols 

Sir, Surety Mr Potter, who was 
troubled by reading two 77mes pages 
“packed wnh uncountable numbers 
of aspiring accountants' exam results” 
(letters. January 21,27), cannot have 
been more depressed than readers 
who were hoping to see their names in 
the list as successful candidates but 
sadly looked in vain. 

Youis faithfully . 

A. J. NICHOLS. 

117 Maiden Lane. 

Crayford. Kent. 


Those in glass houses? 

From Mr Dominic Taylor 

Sir. Rather than “a stone’s throw” 
from Parliament (letter. January 22) 
might 1 suggest “a pound’s plum¬ 
met”? 

Yours faithfully, 

DOMINIC TAYLOR. 

The Meadows. Meadow Lane. 

Shipton-under-Wychwood. 

Oxfordshire. 


Britannia’s future 

From Mr Claude R. Hart 

Sir. The royal yacht Britannia is 
nearing the end of its useful life 
(report. January 2 8). Study now is tiie 
time to think about its future — 
perhaps as a museum exhibit 
Let us not fall into the usual trap of 
leaving a decision until the last 
minute, or until it is too late. 

Youis sincerely, 

CLAUDE R. HART. 

6 Egdean Walk. Sevenoaks. Kent 
January 28. 
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COURT CIRCULAR 


ST JAMES'S PALACE 
January 28: The Prince of Wales 
this morning visited the Royal 
Commission on Environmental 
Pollution. Church House, Great 
Smith Street. London SW1. 

Commander Richard Ay lard, 
RN. was in attendance. 

His Rcryal Highness this after¬ 
noon visited the Whitechapel 
Community Care Project for the 
care of the homeless mentally ilL 
Miss Belinda Harley was in 

art end ance. 

KENSINGTON PALACE 
January 28: The Princess of Wales 
this morning visited the Field Lone 
Homeless Families Centre, Greg¬ 
ory House. 48 Meddenbunjh 
Square. London WCI. 

Mr Patrick Jephson was in 
jnendance. 

KENSINGTON PALACE 
January 28: The Duchess of 
Gloucester today visited Greater 
Manchester ami was received on 
arrival by Her Majesty's Lord 
Lieutenant for Greater Man¬ 
chester iColonei John Timminsi. 
Her Royal Highness opened the 


Birthdays today 

Dr RC. Alston, bibliographer. 60: 
Mr Malcolm Binns. concert 
pianist. 57; Mr Leslie Bricusse. 
composer and lyricist. 62; Major- 
General Sir George Bums, 82; Mr 
Peter Byrne, actor". 65; Lord Clyde, 
61: Dr Alec Coppen, psychiatrist. 
70: the Right Rev Charles Fitz¬ 
gerald- Lombard. Abbot of Down¬ 
side. 52: Dr Germaine Greer, 
author, 54; Lord Gregsort. 69: 
Professor F.R. Hartley, vice-chan¬ 
cellor, Cranfield Institute of Tech¬ 
nology. 51; Mr Paul Hodder- 
Wfiliams. publisher. 83; Earl 
Howe, 42: Mr John Junkin. aaor 
and writer. 63; Mr Sean Kerly, 
hockey player. 33; Mrs Margaret 
Laird. Third Churdi Estates 
Commissioner. 60: Lord Lane of 
Horsed. 68; Mr Michael Mavor. 
headmaster. Rugby School. 46: 
Mr .Andy Roberts, cricketer. 42: 
Professor Abdus Saiam. theoretical 
physicist 67; Mr Raman Subha 
Row. former chairman, Test and 
County Cricket Board. 61: Vis¬ 
count Tonypandy. 54; Mr Brian 
Trubshaw. former test pilot 69. 


Appointments 

Mr David Hogg to be Deputy 
Treasury Solicitor. Mr Philip Ridd 
to be Head of the Litigation 
Service of the Treasury Solicitor's 
Department 

Earl Peel and Mr Nicholas Hood 
to be members of the Council of 
the Prince of Wales. 


Nursery at Well Green Primary 
School, Briony Avenue, Hale. 
Traffbrd and afterwards visited 
Canadian Pizza Crust Company 
(UK) Lid. Missouri Avenue. 
Weaste, Salford. Later the Duchess 
of Gloucester visited “Park 
House", the new Mental fllness 
unit and the Elderly Severely 
Mentally Infirm Unit at North 
Manchester General Hospital. 
Cmmpsali 

Mrs Euan MoCorquodale was 
in attendance. 

THATCHED HOUSE LODGE, 
RICHMOND PARK 
January 28: Princess Alexandra 
this afternoon opened the new 
Adolescent Heart Ward at the 
Royal Brampton National Heart 
and Lung Hospital, Sydney Street, 
London SW3. 

Mrs Peter AGa was m 
attendance. 

Her Royal Highness. President 
of Sight Savers fRcryal Common¬ 
wealth Society for the Blind), later 
received Mr David Thompson 
(Chairman) and Mr Alan Johns 
(Executive Director)- 


Today's royal 
engagements 

The Duke of Gloucester, as Presi¬ 
dent of St Bartholomew Hos¬ 
pital. will visit St Bartholomews 
Hospital at Homenon at 10.30; 
and visit the Well Street Surgery. 
52B Well Street E9. at 11.40. 
Princess Alexandra will visit the 
Royal Star and Garter Home. 
Richmond, at 11.00. 


Luncheons 

London Society of Chartered 
Accountants 

Alderman Sir Brian Jenkins was 
die principal guest and speaker at 
the Annual Chairman’s Luncheon 
held yesterday at the Honourable 
Artillery Company hosted by Mr 
John Hoare. BSc. FCA. Chairman 
of the London Society of Chartered 
Accountants. Other guests in¬ 
cluded Presidents and Chairmen 
of other professional bodies. 

The Park Tower Luncheon Club 
The Park Tower Luncheon Club 
held a luncheon yesterday in 
Restaurant 101 Knighisbridge at 
The Sheraton Park Tower Hotel. 
Mr Derek PknL General Man¬ 
ager. and Miss Jacqueline 
McCouat were (he hosts and the 
guests were: 

The Duchess of Norfolk. Lady CeJestria 
Nod. Ms Diana Riga. Ms Em Lewis. Dr 
Lillian Class. Mr Nicholas Snowman. Mr 
Jed Banks. Mr Andrew Young. Mr Henry 
Winter and Mr Matthew Lorenzo 
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Shooting star Victoria Wood of Christie’s holds Annie Oakley’s rifle, winch is to be sold in London in Mart*. 
Made in 18S8, the smooth bore Winchester is estimated to make up to £25,000 and was used by OaHey m 
her feats of marksmanship with Buffalo Bill’s Wild West Show: She presented it to an English admirer 
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Anniversaries 

BIRTHS: Daniel Bernoulli, 
mathematician, Groningen. 
1700; Thomas Paine, radical and 
writer. Thetford, Norfolk. 1737: 
Anton Chekhov, playwright. 
Tagarov. Russia. 1860; Frederick 
Delius, composer. Bradford. 
1862; Remain RoOand, novelist. 
Nobel laureate 1915. Clamecy. 
France, 1866; Havergal Brian, 
composer. Dresden. Staffordshire, 
1876: W.C. Fields, actor and 



comedian, Philadelphia, 1880. 
DEATHS: King George HI. 
Windsor, 1820: Edward Lear, 
poet and artist, San Remo. Italy. 
1888; Alfred Sisley, painter. Mo- 
net-sur-Loing. 1899: Douglas 
Haig. 1st Eari Haig. fiekl-mar- 
shal London. 1928: Henry Louis 
Mencken, writer. Baltimore, 
Maryland. 1956; Fritz Kreisler. 
violinist New York. 1962: Jimmy 
Durante, actor, CalHhmia. 1980. 

Desert Island Discs was first 
broadcast by the BBC, 1942. 
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Melanie, younger daughter of Mr 
Frank LansdeU. of Wokingham. 
Berkshire, and Mrs James 
of Worthing. West Sussex. ... 

Mr CJ JL Caldcrwood 
and-Miss GL.Howgffi . . . 

Hie engagement is. announced 
between Chris, son of Mr and Mrs 
A.HJR. Calderwood. of Norton. 
Stockton-on-Tees, and- dare, 
daughter of f . Vn tenant • Colonel 
and Mis P.A.G HowgiD. of Bcwey 
Tracey. Devon. 

Mr DJ. Fraser 
aadMissC Archer 
The engagement'fe announced 
between Donald, drier son of Mr 
J ames <2 Fraser. Yorkshire, and 
Maddeae S. Fraser. Cornwall, 
and Catriona. younger daughter of, 
Mr and Mrs Gilbert B. Archer, 
Peeblesshire. 

MrCWXeS. Herring 
and Miss S-GDehuarMorgan . 
The engagement is armtu'meed 
between Christopher WiBiani Le . 
Strange, younger son of Colonel 
and Mrs P.W.Le 8. Herring, of 
Shipfon Beflinger. Hampshire, 
and Suzannah dare, elder. 


Morgan, of Oretienham. Gtaooes- 
tetshrre, and Mrs J.L. Goman, of 
Gpavon.'WiUsbiie. - - 

Mr C Jenkins 
and Miss D.G. Pearson 
The engagement is announced 
between Christian, son of Mr 
and - Mis Brian Jenkins, of 
Think Yorkshire, arid Deborah : 
Charlotte, daughter of Mr and. 
Mis Terence Cohvyn Pearson, of 

Nantwich. Cheshire. 






Mis Roger Ryafl, of Winchester. 
Hampshire, and H«£ne, youngest 
daughter.of M" and Mme Bruno 
Mauiiac. of Bordeaux. Fran*. 

Mr MJ-K. Smith 

and Miss SJS. HMop _. 

The' en g agement is announced 
between Matthew, son of Mr and 
Mis CP. Smith, of Knuistod, 
Cheshrre r and Samantha, 
daughter of Colonel and Mrs P-H. 
Hislop. of Yalding. Kent. 

Marriages 

Mr ItS. EtBestoo 
and Mrs MJB. Snintt 
The marriage took place m 
California on December' 30, be¬ 
tween Mr Robin Edteston. of 
Lopen. Somerset, and Mrs Mary 
Smaitt. of Berkeley, Cafiforaia- 
MrJ.K.lamn 
and Mrs RC. Harbor 
The rnacriage took place in Deron 
. onThursday, January 28. between- 
Mr Kenneth Lmm and Mis 
. Rosemary Harber.. 

Westminster School 




School held a Reception 
Ashbumham House on Wednes- 
day,. January 27. after die Henry 
Tizard Memorial 1 Lecture' grren by 
Sir Michael Atiyah. OM, PRS. 
Master of .Trinifr College. Cam¬ 
bridge: The Chairman was Sir 
.Christopher Zeeman. FRS, Pm- 
cqral Hertford Ctdldge. Oxford, 
and among the guests were iqne- 
3H nati v e s . from a number of 
schools and other educational and 
scientific estahSshinents. 


te 











TEL: 071 481 4000 


PERSONAL COLUMN 


FAX: 07T481 9313 


The natksn win know that 1 
the Lord am keeping Israel 
same to myself, because my 
sanctuary is bi their midst 
for ever. 

Ezekiel 37:28 (REBt 


BIRTHS 


OARAMJT - On January 
23rd. to justtne (ate Martin) 
and PtiJUp. a son. Guy Philip 
Tasman. 

CONSTANT - On January 
13th. al Queen Chartode's. to 
Orta (atm McGulnn) and 
Dennis, we welcome our son. 
James Patrick, oar Htne 
bundle of Joy. 

DICKSON - On January 2«h. 
to Catriona Inte BaJderstmv 
and wmiun. a daughter, a. 
s tag- tor Angus. 

FOSERTY - On January SEih 
at The Portland Hospital, to 
Patricia and Keith, a 
beautiful son. Keith Ryan 

FORBES - On January loth, 
to Fanny and Chrlstophe. a 
son. 

JELLM8S - On 21st January 
to Jane urfe Bray) and 
Mathew, a son. Alexander. 

LEVENTHORPE - On 
January 26th 1993. to 
FeUcfty and John. a' 
daughter. Amelia. 

RYAN - On January 2«h. to 
Jolla cn£e Sharp) and 
Stephen, a son. Alexander 
George. 

WELFOM) - On 26Ci January 
1993. at Leicester Royal 
btUiTTiary. to Sue (n6e Saner) 
and John, a son. David 
Cordon. 


MARRIAGES 


MENCE£HAVEM - On SOth 
January 1993 at Chelsea. 
Anthony John Mote* of 
Cbedworth. Oca. to Sophie 
Craven of Kensington. 
London. 


DEATHS 


DEATHS 


EUMfcKL - On January z7tb. 
peacefully at bis home In 
Shropshire. TA Etmerl 


F.R.C.GJ*. “TeV. whose 
two great professional loves 
of bis Me. were the Navy and 
research Into General 
Medical Praeuca Is survived 
by his wife Quyda. bis 
daughter Ann and Ms son 
David. Funeral Service 
Friday 6th February at 120 
pm at Shrewsbury Cremato¬ 
rium. Family nowes only 
please, donations may be 
sent u fLNUL and The 
Salvation Arrrrv 

FLEMING - lx CUT John 
Fleming MAE. RN (Ret - ®, 
died MKduDy. aoed 73 
years on Z7th January 1993. 
He bare Us final Hlites with 
characteristic courage, and 
Ms indomitable sntrtt 
remained strong to the end. 
Beloved father of Rosemary. 
Angela. Ttanathy. Louise. 
Sarah and Simon and much 
loved g r a ndfa tl iei mid great¬ 
grandfather. The funeral 
service will be held at 31 
Caiman's R.C. Church. 

Coshau. Hams- ax it am on 

Tuesday aid February. 
Flowers may be sent to 
Barrens Funeral Director*. 
246 Franco Road. 

Portsmouth. POl SPA and 
donations to Cancer 

R es e arc h Campaign. 10 
Cambridge Terrace. London 
NWl AJL. 

HARVEY - Audrey May. 
peacefully on 26th January, 
aged 86. at Lethcrtngseu 
HalL Holt. Norfolk, ftamrerty 
of Taverham and HcmpnalL 
Beloved wife of the Jatr 
Donald and darling mother 
of Angela. Mother-In-law of 
William and grandmother of 
Joanna. Funeral Service at 
St Faith’s Crematorium. 
Norwich. Norfolk- on Tues¬ 
day 2M February at 3 txn. 

HASTINGS - On 27th 
January 1993. Mary HazeL 
aged 96. Mother at John. 


BROCXWELL - On January 
27th 1993. peacefully in 
ne&tal after o short illness.; 

. Henry Robert, aged 77 yearn. I 
husband of the tale Dorothy. 
He win be greatly missed by 
all hh family, and mends ; 
Funeral Service al 2.40 pm‘ 
on Friday February 5th at. 
Worthing Crematorium. 
Enquiries to HJD. Tribe Ltd.. 

259 Goring Road. Goring. 
Worthing tel: (0905)249913.' 

do FERRANTI - Dorothy 
KetUe CunnbdL nfe WDaon. 
On Tuesday January 96B> 
1993. died peacefully of 
Henbusy in ter 96Ui war. 
widow of Sir Vincent de 
Ferranti VLC. Reunion ness 
ai Qte church of 5L Thomas. 
Henbury. at 12 noon on 
Tuesday February 2nd. No 
flowers. DonaOooa may be 
sent to East OiesNre Hos¬ 
pice. MQBnnk Drive. 
MacchsOekL OMSillre. SKIP 
SDR. 

DENTON - On January 261h. 
John at home in Kings Lyiui. 
Norfolk. Formerly of Ketton 
and antteree. Beloved 
husband. tamer and 
grandad. After a dignified 
and courageous Hghl against 
idem, runcrei to Sab* place 
at All Saints Church. North 
Wootton. Mm* Lynn on 
February 2nd at lASgra. 
followed by private crema¬ 
tion. Family flowers only. 
Dcaadons -tf desired far 
Cancer He w« ai at Oirlsnes 
Hosplta) Manchester and 
MatmlDan Nurses c/o The 
John Denton Memorial 
Fuad. Myfiarvi Bonk. IBB 
MOe CTOS Lone. Norwich 


Funeral at aaoa cn 
Thundoy February 4tto at St 
Peter and SI Paid. BOslogton. 
near Ashford. Kent FhaHy 
flown only, but donaBoratf 
destred to The Friends of 
Haostnxt Surgery, c/o The 
Surgery. Hamstreet. near 
Ashford. Kent TN26 2NJ. 

HUGHES - On January 26 Ql 
suddenly at her home. AQce. 
aged 74 pears, of Nrw Street 
Worcester. wtD be sadly 
missed by nU her family and 
mends. Meeting forwurahlp 
tor burial to be hdd at 
Quaker Meeting House. 
Sansome Place. Worcester: 

on Wednesday February 3rd 

at 12.30 m. followed by 
Interment. Howers may be 
aaitloEJ. Qnami A Son. 
68/70 Qraberatey Road. 
Worcester. 


DEATHS 




DEATHS 


MUSICAL 
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WOODRUFF - on January 
27Tb. peacefully at St MaWs 
Hospftoi. Ardhcny. actor. 
Wefl-tovM brother, unde, 
and Mend- Cremation an 
February 80i to IM ml 


Di r e cto rs. 26 Bed Streto. 
NWl 6BY. 
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Dartnp the course of me Public inquiry held to Abbey 
Ouirch. Abbey Road. Dunbar. Into an ap pM c adton by ScoUWt 
Nuclear Luafted to n»e Secrtoary of Sate for Scotland under 
Secttou 36 of the EMidty Ad. 1989. for onto tooon- 
strucl and operate a dry store for the storage of spent aodcar 
fuel at Tomes. East Lothian. Scottish NudeaT Umtted pro. 
ttoced an add e nd u m to the Envtranmenlal RateM is nt asses e 
tog Bw potential environmental effects of the dry fuel store for 
onward i ranun t M ton to the Secretary of Shoe tor Scotland. 

A copy at IMS addendum together wflh Bw Fortran mental 
i Statement is available for raasuSaiton during normal host, 
ness horn to the (slowing loCttfetl*:- 

East Lothian Dtetrtet Council Bcfld to gs 
KatoOngUR £*K Lothian OMl 3KA 

Berwickshire District Council Offices B Newtown Sired 
Duns Berwick sh ire TD11 SOT 

Lothian RegJtmal Cbuncfl RetfONd W ra dqu ai tars 
Ccmoe tv Bridge Edhtborgb EMl Ujq 

Duntw Public Library CatWIau 
Dunbar E3MZ IDA 

t b ald&mton Pahttc Ubrary WiwtMtW - 
Kaddtnsion DM1 SNA 

North Berwick Public library 
Old School School Rood North Berwick EM39 4JU 

Aternattvety. a copy or the addendton b avaSUda free of 
charge on written ooBhcahan kx- 

Cnmfway Secretory 
Scethsh Nndcaar Lbnflcd 
3 fMhnrad OascAtL Ped Park 
Eatf KBKfcfc G74 6PR 

Any lupHiinuTitBiin in imped of the Envtronowncai Btati*- 
menl rogethg- wttn the artdenomn shotoa De male m wittng 
to the Secretary of Sttoe for BcoOnnd at Room «/*z New SL 
* Andrew's House. SL James Centre. Edtaburqh. Bfi 3TA. no 
laccr than 26th February 199S. 


10.00 to 16J8te Hoodofta Fndqr during ibe period 15 llndi 1993 to fbetfMoy 
1593 of tfee TIm Sop Semens' o&es at Qtf HaU, 64 VBoriaSlra8t f LflmioiiSWl 
and 313 Bono* Rood, Loodoa Wf9. Copies of tbs CofttnKtDo nnnBulofio fl may g^so be 


Scottish Nudetr Umtted, o» 
Registered Once: 3 Redwood 
East KHbrtdo. G74-3PR. 


Nwpber U7tai. 
enL Peal Part 
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Utvininster Seta 


Obituaries 


Axd von dem Bussche, . 
one of the last surviving; . 
members of tfte group of. 
Wehnnadit officers who 
made repealed attempts 
on Hitler's Hfe in 1? 43 t. 

. 44. died in Bonn on 
January 26 aged 73. He 
was born in 1919. . . 

AXEL von dem Bussche was 
one of that high-minded band 
of Wehnnadit officers led by 
Claus von Stauffenberg, 
which set itself against the 
Hitler evil and organised the 
famous, but failed July plot of 
1944. But be deserves honour 
in ~Us own light as the 
volunteer for qmtetoe most 
mgemous of tire Hitler assassi¬ 
nation att e m pt s — one which, 
had it been successful, would.- 
have involved the sacrifice of- 
his own life. 

“Operation Overcoat", as it 
was styled was scheduled for 
November 1943. the oppor¬ 
tunity was presented by Hit¬ 
ler's finicking interest in the 
nmndanest details of military 
equipment. It was announced 
that a new nrnform greatcoat - 
was to be introduced into the 
WehrmachL Hitler wanted to 
judge for himself the aesthetic 
qualities of the new apparel 
before it was officially adopt-, 
ed. It was arranged that fee 
greatcoat should be exhibited 
for his inspection at his head¬ 
quarters at Rastenburg in East 
Prussia. ' 

ion commanderln^tiie 9fe' 
Infantry Regiment Freiherr 
Axd von dem Bnssdbe volun¬ 
teered to model fee new coat 
before his Fuhier. In fee bulky 
pockets Busscfae was to secrete 
one. possibly two Eihand- 
granaten, egg-shaped gre¬ 
nades whose four-second time 
fuses he would trigger as 
Hitler stood before him. He., 
wcrtdd then grapple the Fuh- 
rer. dinging to him until the 
grenades exploded, kflting 
them both. . . 

The plan trad simplicity as 
wdl as sdf-saoifidal bravery 
on its side. At Hitler's normal 
public appearances his per¬ 
sonal bodyguard, the fanatical 
ami tynxHByed SS LeUh 
standarte, were on watch for 
any hostile movement in the 
crowd. Such a suicide plot was 
one that seemed capable of 
thwarting even their famed - 
watchfulness. ..... 


AXEL VON DEM BUSSCHE 



However, Hitiertlegendary 
sixth sense of impending dan¬ 
ger made fee ensuing days 
nerve-wracking - ones for 
Busscfae. Time after time fee 
Ffihrer cancelled the demon¬ 
stration. But atlast a day was 
fixed upon and Bussdie made 
hbfinupRpsmtSoDS.. 

It was not to be. On the 
allotted day a su dden . Allied 
air raid threw the arrange¬ 
ments for the miKtaiy fashion 
show into total disarray. 
Worse, bombs wrecked fee 
train winch was bringing the 
display of coats to fee inspecr 
tion. and it was postponed. 

There was not to be another 
chance for Bussche. He had to 
iqoin his regiment on the 
eastern front Shortly after dial 
he was severely wounded and 
had a leg ampufated/He was 
under constant suspirionfrom 
the Nazi hospital steff (he even 
had .to get rid of fee bombs, 
which he stiB had in his kpt). 
But the long hospitalisation 
which followed — isolating 
him from his feflowconspirar 
tors — undoubtedly saved his ■ 
life. The Stauflenborg plot Of 
July 1944 failed disastrously. 
Stauffenberg and most of the 
otirenmanbets of the German 
resistance, including Von dem 
Bussche^ closest frtend, Fritz 


vender Schulenburg. were all 
executed. 

Bussche was bom info an 
old Saxon family, although Jus 
mother was Danish. Itwas his 
mother’s side which, ironical¬ 
ly. gave him fee blond, blue- 
eyed good looks which later 
enabled him to pass as the 
“typical” German type be- 
Joved of the Ffihrer. It was 
natural for him to join the 
army as a career, but as he 
was later to recall it was an 
army with very little enthusi¬ 
asm for Nazism. In Bussche’s 
unit tiie 9th Infantry Regi¬ 
ment, based at Potsdam, pro¬ 
fessional soldiering was the 
talk of fee mess and fee 
crudities of Nazi propaganda 
woe held in almost open 
contempt When war came, 
fee main aim erf the 9th was to 
acquit themselves as had die 
generation, of 1914-18. 

Git fee first day of fee war, : 
ttoe of von dem Bussche’s 
wwn rarigs to be'killed — a few 
yards from him — was fee 
brother of today's president of. 
Germany, Richard vo£ 
WeizsScker, who was to re¬ 
main a dose Mend. The. 
invasion of Poland in. 1939 
gave him his first glimpses of- ; 
Nazi vileness as he saw Jewf 
being brutally haded from* 


villages into waiting trains. 

However, the. fallowing 
'.May. with, scons to- settle 
against the French, for. 21- 
year-old von dem Bussdie, the 
'.'Jast-movmg BKtikrieg seemed 
fike a ^oDy pfcnic*\ wife his, 

. footsore men weeding feesr 

• weapons altmg -throu^b the 
-- 

prams, rde in lh$ 

Ereritfe ■ cafofpaigB he" 

to give him hissperial access to 
theFB&er. ;V ;* - ■ 2 

in June 1-941. his regiment 
was in fee vanguard for fee 
attack' on Leningrad, but it : 
was while - resting in fee 
Ukraine ; the fallowing year 
. that he had first-hand experi¬ 
ence of what Die EndlOsung— 
the “final solution" — really 
.meant On tea unused airfield, 
his regiment was ordered to 
take part-in a “special opera- 

- tion". With fame intuition of 
what was afoot the CO re- 

- fused and a renegade unit of 
Ukrainians was employed in¬ 
stead. Many years later von 

: dem Bussche recalled “there 
in the beautiful autumn suiv 

• shine was a queue about a 
mile long of old men. women, 
children, babies — all naked. 
Large trades were driving 
away wife their dofees. It was 
fee Jewish population. They 
were waiting to lie down in 
these enormous holes — 
graves which they had them¬ 
selves been forced to dig — 
and be shot by fee SS.” 

Von dem Bussche urged bis 
commanding officer to. do 
. something. The other officers 
were left in a state of diode. It 
was tiie moment when he 
resolved to assassinate Hitler 
— whatever the cost He was 
put in touch with the “under¬ 
ground” opposition to Hitler 
early in 1943 by Fritz von der 
Schulenburg. Schulenburg 
had been deputy president of 
fee police in Berlin and then 
had tesefear ppstjn Breslau 
. arid bad* ratify experience of 
the' dark 2$ide oi the Third 
Reich. He introduced Bussche 
to von,Stauffenberg who eluci¬ 
dated “Operation Overcoat” 
and . asked him i&he would 
undertake it Bussche unhesi¬ 
tatingly volunteered. In fee 
atmosphere of evil which had 
overspread fee Gennan.spirit 
. ije .firit no .sense df heroics. < 


Indeed he always deprecated a 
■ later generation's interest in 
fee cloak and dagger nature of 
the assassination attempt For 
him fee raison d’etre of fee 
. operation was amply the hid¬ 
eous nature of Hifler’s crimes. 

After fee war; badly handi¬ 
capped from his wounds (he 
had; also lost-a .thumb at the 
... crosang of the Meuse in 
* 1940). be married a daughter 
of an Irish' earl, Camilla 
Stauffenberg, heejetfwidow of 
fee chief conspirator's cousin. 
Wife his unblemished creden- 
. feds he was the natural choice 
'tobecomebneoftheleadersof 
'fee', newtyfarmed Bund- 
.eswehr. But in 1952, and over 
.a matter of principle where he 
- feared that some of the old 
evils of Prassianism were 
creeping back, he resigned. It 
teems that, he over-reacted; 
nevertheless the huge publicity 
.both inside Germany and in 
fee world press undoubtedly 
helloed assure that die demo¬ 
cratic reformers won the day at 
this crucial moment in Ger¬ 
man history. 

He became head of fee 
famous Salem School but had 
. to give that up after a heart 
attack. For a period he lived in 
Switzerland working for fee 
World Council of Churches. 
But he was probably at his 
happiest in America. It was 
only in the States, he some¬ 
times used to say, that he felt 
relieved of fee intolerable bur¬ 
den of the European past 

He played a prominent role 
in fee. early days of the 
Konigswinter Anglo-German 
Association. In 1985 he spent 
a year, wife Camilla(who pre¬ 
deceased him), at St Anton/S 
College, Oxford, endeavour¬ 
ing to write his memoirs. But 
it was maned by a total 
blockage; fee bad dreams of 
fee past would not allow him 
to get it all down on paper. 

Nobody who met this tiff 
5ins giant, wife a single crutch 
and piercing blue eyes, ever 
forgot his quite extraorefinary 
presence. As well as being a 
man of high seriousnes, he 
. .was also a great humanist and 
possessed of a unique sense of 
humour. 

In his last years he finally 
moved back to Germany to 
Bonn.' To his many Mends 
across the wodd he stood for 
more than just fee conscience 
-of Germany.- 


LORD POOLE 


Lord Poole. CBE, PC a 
farmer chairman of the 
Conservative pasty and a 
prominent figure in the 
City of London, died 
yesterday aged 81- He was 
born on An^ust 11.1911. 
v- 

WHILE he never appeared to 
have any direct political ambi- 
.jtions for himself. Lord Poole 
sat as a Ctonsenrstive MP in 
the 1945-50 ptofiamenl and. 
after he had left Westminster 
to devote himself more closely 
to his City interests, he came to 
play an important part in fee 
organisation of the Conserva¬ 
tive party. In 1952. at the age 
of 40. he was appointed by 
Churchill to be joint honorary 
treasurer, and held jhis office 
for three years. Then, in 1955. 
Anthony Eden appointed him 
chairman of the party in 
succession to Lord Woohon. 

Poole was reserved and 
diffident in manner, but this 
masked an acute mind with 
an instinctive grip of essen¬ 
tials. In addition to an inherit¬ 
ed flair for finance, he had a 
■gift for planning and organis¬ 
ation — nurture! in the tough 
school of staff work during fee 
war under Montgomery. 
There was also an incisive 
quality about his leadership. 

After his two years as chair¬ 
man of the party. Macmillan, 
who was prime minister ap¬ 
pointed Lord Hailsham as 
chairman, but Poole re¬ 
mained deputy chairman. 
The effective development of 
political advertising in tills 
period by fee Conservative 
party was largely his doing. 
Poole continual in this office 
until fee general election of 
1959, which saw the Conser¬ 
vatives returned to power for 
the third time consecutively— 
an event unprecedented for 
more than a century. 

In the meantime, in 1958, 
Poole had been created a peer. 
After the 1959 election, he 
resigned fee post of deputy 
chairman so that he could give 
more attention to his City 
interests but he was brought 
bade again by Macmillan in 
October. 1963, to be joint 
chairman (with Iain Madeod) 
for six months. 

Oliver Brian Sanderson 
Poole was the son of Donald 
Poole, a member of Lloyd's. 
He went foom Eton to Christ 
Church, Oxford, and after¬ 
wards served for nine months 



in the Life Guards. He later 
joined fee family business in 
the City, where he was soon an 
underwriting member of 
Lloyd’s. 

On fee outbreak of the 
second wodd war he was with 
the Cavalry Division. He 
served with the 8th Army in 
the North African campaign, 
on Montgomery's staff, and 
later helped to plan the Sicily 
landings. Poole afterwards 
served as a staff officer in fee 
21st Army Group and took 
part in fee D-day landings 
and the fighting in North- 
West Europe. He was three 
times mentioned in dispatches 
and. by fee time the war 
ended, was a full colonel at 
fee age of 34. 

At fee 1945 general election 
he was elected Conservative 
MP for Oswestry. He took a 
hand in writing The Right 
Road For Britain, the Conser¬ 
vative pamphlet which be¬ 
came the basis of fee party’s 
1950 election manifesto but 
he found political life less 
compelling than the City, and 
did not seek re-election. In 
1959. he did, however, be¬ 
come political head of the 
Conservative Political Centre 
for a time, in succession to 
R. A- Buffer. It was about this 
time that Poole became associ¬ 
ated with Lord Cowdray in the 
Pearson complex of com¬ 
panies. But although deeply 
absorbed in business affairs he 
was still anxious to assist fee 
Conservative Party and in 
1952 became joint treasurer 
and. three years later, party 
chairman. 

During the intervening per¬ 
iod, when he was serving as 
deputy chairman Poole be¬ 
came involved, with others, in 


the judicial tribunal enquir¬ 
ing into whether news of an 
impending rise in fee bank 
rate had been “leaked in 
advance" but he was compre¬ 
hensively cleared of any 
wrongdoing, emerging with 
his integrity unimpaired. 

In 1963. he was made a 
privy counsellor. A little earlier 
in the same year, Poole re¬ 
turned to the Conservative 
Central Office, for a short 
spell at Macmillan’s request, 
to again be joint diairman of 
the party. He gave strenuous 
support to the prime minister 
through fee turbulent period 
of fee Profumo affair and 
made some outspoken public 
speeches on that subject at 
meetings of party offiaals and 
workers. 

Poole was also active behind 
the scenes in the party sound¬ 
ings which were parr of the 
process of consultation which 
led to the succession of Lord 
Home as party leader and 
prime minister on Macmil¬ 
lan's resignation. 

Jn October 1963. he relin¬ 
quished the office of joint 
chairman of fee party but 
continued for another year as 
a vice-chairman. 

He then devoted himself to 
his financial and industrial 
interests, centred on fee 
Cowdray empire, though he 
remained a significant figure 
politically. When the Wilson 
government dismissed the for¬ 
mer governor and director of 
the Bank of Rhodesia, follow¬ 
ing Ian Smith's unilateral 
declaration of independence 
in 1965 Poole was one of the 
new directors appointed. 

He was chairman of 
Lazards from 1965 to 1973. 
After giving up day-to-day 
merchant banldng. he re¬ 
mained chief executive of S. 
Pearson and chairman of fee 
Whitehall Trust, Lord 
Cowdray’s master holding 
company. 

Lord Poole was first mar¬ 
ried, in 1933, to Betty Marga¬ 
ret GiUdson. by whom he had 
one son and three daughters. 
The marriage was dissolved in 
1951. In 1952 he married 
Mrs Daphne Heber Percy. 
This marriage was dissolved 
in 1965. His third marriage, 
in 1966, was to Barbara Ann 
Taylor. He is survived by his 
son David, who succeeds to 
the barony, his wife and his 
three daughters. 
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Advanced Clinical and Biochemical Research 
-supported by the Foundation for the Chronically 
HI established the use of Natural Carotenoids for 
' the treatment of Leukaemia. 

The New Complefiientaiy Medicine Therapy was 
.developed at the Beth-El Institute of Gerontology. 


The Foundation for the Chronically m 
Clinical research based on Natural Medi c ine 

Avon House 360 Oxford Street London WIN 9HA 
Tbl: 071-4958834 Fax:071-4958804 _ 


We cordially invite you to the lecture: 
f l New trends in the treatment of Human Cancer 
Leukaemia and Neuroblastoma. n 
Lecturer: Dem Beth-El 
Cumberland Hotel, Marble Arch, London W1 
Weneeday March 17, 5 pm free assistance 
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New Ballet for Old . 

la Fille Mai Gaidte 

WWOW Simone-— .,. STANLEY HOLDEN 

Use-—-NADIA NEWNA 

COUl--—. DAVID BLAIR 

Hamas-LESUB EDWARDS 

Alain—;-ALEXANDER GRANT 

CHoreograpUW- FREDERICK ASHTON 
DMOli OSBERT LANCASTER 
Condnetor HUGO KIGNOLD 
La FUte Mai Gardte, \w are mid. is toe 
oJdfiSt (save onri baflef in the repertory. Ii was 
devised by Jean Dauherval in 1789 under the 
inspiration of Nmcne's dramatic ideals- It 
was damsd in St. Peteoburg by Zuod and fay 

Pavkwa. It has a score, not toe original, fay 
Herald with a few injections of Rossini. In 
short, an important balks, a historical 
document; of which a revival will be. if not 
edifying, at any rate instructive. But Mr. 
Frederick Ashton'S recreation of it is such, that 
its for efathers would hardly recognize fa. 
though the tide doe of course suggest a 

situation Emm French comic opera which 

"Itijmme it is hihirious. For Mr. Ashton 
has infused his choreography with wit. Mr. 
John Lanchbay has touched up die scoring 
with quips and Mr. OsbOT Lancaster has filed 
his enchanting landscapes with shrewdly 


ON THIS DAY 
January 29 1960 


One of the most delightful of Frederick 
Ashton's ballets. La fiOe mal gardfe offered 
excellent opportunities to David Blair and 
Nadia Nerfna and saw a hilarious perfor¬ 
mance by Stanley Holden. 

observed felicities — who, for instance, is the 
goddess on die drop-scene looking like 
Danilova with averted but knowing eye? 

The question of the moment seems to be wit 
and humour to the arts — In painting, in 
music, and nowin dancing. Mr. Ashton has 
informed with delicately grotesque touches aO 
hk dances, however formal. He begins vdth a 
farmyard code and four hens hk climax in 
this vein is a Lancashire dog dance put err 

pointes- This, toddaually, is not the only bit 
of anglicizing In the choreography, which 
owes nothing, nor professes to owe anything, 
to Dauberval Petipa or anyone else but is a 


new creation: there are bits of rapper dance 
and ofcotmtrydance in the agricultural scene. 
Yet Mr. Ashton has never done anything 
more original or more briQiam. The ballet, 
like a comic opera, is to two ads with 
movements of formal dancing and touches of 
. sentiment These two dements are tied 
together with ribbon. Use ties a ribbon to 
CoWs hay-fork. The ribbon grows to yards, a 
catscracQe like a sword-dance lode is made 
with fa. lovers are wound up in it like dock 
springs, may-poles are ravelled and un- 
raveCed. From a motif of pink ribbon, Mr. 
* Ashton evolves a Beethovenian symphonic 
development in physical movement 

AH these tofts are de&vered to Miss Madia 
Nerina and Mr. David Blair, who re-pay 
them with interest' Miss Nerina is light ns a 
feather, Mr. Blair is strong at lifts, so that one 
feat last night at the first performance was a 
single-handed portage not seen at Covut 
Carden since Ulanova’s partner bore her out 
of Juliet's tomb with one hand. The technical 
feats, however, were executed so easily that 
they could almost pass unnoticed beneath the 
billowing waves of the comedy. The widow's is 
a travesd part and Mr. Stanley Hokfen 
played it with subtleties. His nos toe dog 
dance and his tire execution of the funnest 
touches of Ashton's imagination. 
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Prime minister sues for iibei 

■ John Major became only the fourth prime minister this 
century to sue for iibei when he issued writs against two 
magazines over rumours about his private life. The caterer 
whose name was linked with Mr Major is also acting. 

Mr Major instructed his solicitors to act after the New 
Statesman and Society published an article repeating 
rumours about him and 41 -year-old Gare Latimer. They are 
also suing a satirical publication. Scallywag .Pages 1.2 

US considers Balkan action 

■ The Clinton administration is giving utmost priority to a 

sweeping review of Washington’s options in the Balkan 
conflict including large-scale use of American military power. 
White House sources said that nothing had been ruled out 
even sending ground troops__Pages 1,10 
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Tank deal 

John Major flew into Riyadh for 
talks with King Fahd of Saudi 
Arabia after announcing that 
Oman has decided to buy Brit¬ 
ain’s Challenger 2 as its new 
battle tank The prime minister 
also continued his efforts to 
shore up the coalition against 
President Saddam Hussein of 
Iraq...Page l 

School problems 

Truancy, bullying and boredom 
with lessons are widespread, ac¬ 
cording to a study of children's 
attitudes to school Most second¬ 
ary pupils were keen to learn and 
enjoyed school, but a significant 
minority was hostile and felt 
alienated, according to the re¬ 
port by the National Foundation 
for Educational Research Page 2 

Drug charge 

Two crates of beer bottles filled 
with seven litres of the drug ec¬ 
stasy in liquid form were found 
in the flat of a Dutch chemist 
who helped to manufacture the 
biggest haul of the substance 
ever seized in Britain, the Old 
Bailey was told__—Page 3 

Horse suspects 

Police hunting the people re¬ 
sponsible for a spate of sexual 
assaults on horses, which has left 
one dead and others badly muti¬ 
lated. issued a photo-fir picture of 
one suspect and a description of 
another_Page 5 

Cancer and diet 

British doctors will today begin 
recruiting 50.000 volunteers for 


the world's largest investigation 
into links between diet and can¬ 
cer. The £9 million Europe-wide 
study, due to last ten years, will 
start in Scotland-Page 6 

Britain’s role 

Despite a present defence budget 
of £24 billion and nearly 
285,000 men and women serv¬ 
ing with the armed forces, there 
is great unease among military 
planners and officers about cast¬ 
ing Britain in the role of world 
policeman.-.Page 7 

Croatia clashes 

Fighting in Croatia spread as 
Serbs and Croats traded artillery 
fire ai the strategic Peruca dam. 
onqe a principal source of elec¬ 
tricity. Conflicting reports sug¬ 
gested that the dam had been 
damaged but there was no infor¬ 
mation to confirm how serious 
this was_Page 10 

Israel braced 

Israel braced itself for renewed 
confrontation with the United 
Nations after the country's su¬ 
preme court unanimously up¬ 
held the government's deporta¬ 
tion of hundreds of Palestinians 
to Lebanon.-...Page 11 

Clinton compromise 

President Clinton was hoping to ' 
announce an immediate suspen¬ 
sion of the ban on homosexuals 
in the military last night after 
offering congressional leaders a 
compromise designed to avert 
an open revolt fay Capitol Hill's 
Democrats in die first days of his 

presidency--Page 11 


Round the world and down to earth 

■ Robin Knox-Johnston discovered that when life attempts 
to imitate art certain practicalities intrude on the narrative. 
Phileas Fogg, when he was attempting a round the world trip, 
did not have to contend with forgetting his spectacles. Nor, 
when Fogg got started, was he confronted with a runaway 
boat containing representatives of the press.Page 1 







Imitation art: Rembrandt's “Girl at a Window” (centre) with copies (from left) Toot Keeting, a Victorian copy. Paul Paltey 
and a photographic image, which win be in a forthcoming exhibition at the Dulwich Picture.GaSexy, sooth London 


Trade shock: The latest trade fig¬ 
ures were much worse than expect¬ 
ed. Britain’s visible trade gap 
widened from £1.4 billion in Nov¬ 
ember to £1.74 billion in Decem¬ 
ber. the highest monthly deficit 

since July 1990..Page 19 

Shopping trip: Asda. the supermar¬ 
ket group that was in deep trouble 
15 months ago, is to raise nearly 
£350 million from its shareholders 
on the strength of higher profits to 
hdp it fight bade against its three 

bigger rivals. -Page 19 

Markets: Sterling continued its 
slide since Tuesday’s interest rate 
cut. edging down against the mark 
to DM2.3929. its lowest dosing 
level since October 5. Share prices 
paused for breath and the FT-SE 
100 share index last 15.6 points to 
2816.9_Page 22 

Cricket Graham Gooch, the Eng¬ 
land captain, shook off the virus 
that had threatened his 100th Test 
match appearance and was expect¬ 
ed to lead the side in the first Test 
against India at Calcutta today but 
Michael Atherton was laid low by 
the same virus.. Pages 34.36 

American football: Michael Jack- 
son has been signed in an attempt 
to woo the disenchanted masses 
who have been switching off from 
the Super Bowl after a succession of 

onesided games.. Page 34 

Rugby league: A muddy pitch and 
spartan dressing-room can help 
unfanded Dewsbury overcome 
mighty Wigan —.Page 32 


Shrink and shrunken: Four hun¬ 
dred pages of earnest Socratic dia¬ 
logue between John Geese and his 
psychotherapist make Life and 
Haw to Survive It an uncategoris- 
able book but it will sefl like its 
predecessor. Valerie GrovePage 12 

Betting certainty: In a casino in 
Victoria Falls. Zimbabwe, during 
the last Commonwealth Confer¬ 
ence, a party of lobby correspon¬ 
dents were blowing their expenses 
at the tables. In the midst of them, 
piling his chips on to the table, was 
Gus O’Donnell, the prime minis¬ 
ter’s press secretary. O’Donnell 
through judgment not luck, steadi¬ 
ly took the casino to the cleaners. 
Nicholas Wapshott-Page 13 




Driving a bargain: The stressful 
practice of haggling with an Arthur 
Daley over die price of a second¬ 
hand car may soon be coming loan 

end_Page 31 

Sitting tight: Back-seal passengers 
and children are the targets of a 
government campaign on seat 

belts___K_Page 31 

Pets on wheels: The cuddly car 
look that is becoming a feature of 
mini-sized vehicles, has been 
adopted by VauxhaB-. Page 31 




Stowing down: Ten years after the 
first personal computers, IBM is 
beset by rivals and looks to be slow 
on its feet_—Page 26 
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John Sitoth delivered 
a scathing attack on 
the government’s 
conduct, accusing 
ministers of 
arrogance, insensi¬ 
tivity and partiality 
Page 8 


After leaflets 
appeared in Rangoon 
caning for the release 
of Aung San Suu Kyi. 
Burma’s rulers 
arrested opposition 
supporters 
Page 9 


President Yeltsin 
brou^it about a 
rapprochement, • 
between Moscow and 
Delhi fay claiming an 
end to a festering 
debt dispute 
Page 9 


Monica Seles arid-' - 
Steffi Graf wiH meet 
in the final of the 
Australian Open .. 
tennis tournament .. 
which is bemgbeld in 
Melbourne tomorrow 
Page32 


Arena: A tribute to Dte 


Arena: a mw*. ~ ^ 

the trumpeting pioneer oJ* 

(BBC2,9 JO] ~-- W 


Hurd’s troubled world 

Mr Hunl’s appeal for concerted 

action, m “an effort comparaMe » 

those of 1815* 1919 and the 
; after 1945 ... to averts continuing 
slide into disorder’ across me 

world gives no quarter to those who 

would hare Brftani’s interest^ nav- 
\ ibwiy reintEipietEd-He ha* se* om 
■ ;. an admirably argued case for coF 
1 ; iectire security. He has only to 
bridge the .gap between 
and practice m Bosnia—-■raff* 19 

Mr Smith’s standards 

' . John Snath’S broadside on the ethi¬ 
cal standards of this government 
. strikes a chord. The question is 
: .Whether tins administration is m* 
deed worse than any other, or 
whether nostalgia simply bathes 
' ' - the Attlee. Macmillan or Wilson 
■eras in a misleadingly golden 
- glow_-_15 


Border petrol: The first British ex¬ 
hibition, in-Manchester, of Chic¬ 
ane art shows bow Americans of 
Mexican descent are creating a vig¬ 
orous art movement— Page 27 

Just add music: The Canadian 
theatre director. Robert. Lepage, 
has made an operatic .debut in 
Toronto with a double-bill of Bar- 
tfrk and Schoenberg ....—Page 27 

Soupqon of sauce: Lenny Henry's 
on-the-edge performance in.the 
title role is just one of several fine 
ingredients in Chef!, the new 
BBC 1 comedy series-—. Page 28 

Heartfelt: Louis Malle talks about 
how he made Damage against the 
orders of doctors who said he need¬ 
ed an operation—— Page 29 


l •jr'vu. 


BERNARD LEVIN 

Did you know that [the Masons] £■.: 

are plotting to take over the world, 
starting next Wednesday? Oh, yes. 
ifstrueraman I met in a pub had 
heard it from his neighbour, who 

had been told it by a woman he sat 
next to on a bus; arid she had found 
out about it from her postman, who 
knew because he had met a man in 

a filling-station..._-—~— Page 14 

JANET DALEY 
Someone in high office ought to 
pause before letting fly with 
another unit-and ask whether the 
obsession with sexual scandal in 
the British press and among its 
readers i$ not a direct result of the ■* r 

■ patronising controls which are 
placed on information which mat¬ 
ters more_i— ___Page 14 

CONORCRUISE. O’BRIEN 

President .Clinton wants neither to 
.vote for sanctions gainst Israel nor 
to apply the veto. He should be able 
by theuse ofprocedtoal devices, by 
deferring the vote, ancLby twisting 
thearmsofboth Israel and Security 
Council members, tbavoid doing 
either.........-;—_.____Page 14 .. 




Conflictmg theories on the model 
for Biggies .——Page 15 


On-tbejob training is a messy pro¬ 
cess and when you’re President ev- 
eryone gets to watch. 

— The New York Times 
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ACROSS 

1 Did some work at last, back in 
Greek island |5j. 

4 No reply comes to this player’s 
address (9). 

9 A relative of Lear, connected in 
obscure way (9). 

10 5k31 in communicating nothing 
suggestive (5). 

11 After opening word, lines laid out 
in Ruskin’s work (6,3.6). 

12 Not able to swallow slice of cake, 
or ingesr (6). 

14 Penchant for the ultimate perfor¬ 
mance? (4-4). 

(7 Worthless piece making music 
critic recoil initially (8). 

19 Chips served ax one — also fish, 
possibly (6). 

22 Hogarth’s work not offered to. 
Daisy (8.1.2.4). 

Sotntion to Puzzle No 19.139 
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24 Explosion in first World War 
magazine (5). 

25 Create destruction, as museum 
lies ruined (9). 

26 Long Rhine trip for Wagner’s 
hero (91. 

27 Heavyweight gets verdict, in the 
end. on points (S). 

DOWN 

1 Some of the fowl put up by beater 

(9). 

2 finish off insea in this place (5). 

3 Get excited and form partnership 
headed by son (5,2). 

4 Contemptuous form of address 
upset boatman (6). 

5 Stores records (4,4). 

6 Oriental national loses head and 
gets confused (7). 

7 Bellringer for a particular Sun¬ 
day (9). 

8 They come to ends in play, so 
they go upwards (2-3). 

13 Insect bird and fish (9). 

15 Like an excellent opportunity to 
watch a duck (9). 

16 Effect of celebrating in German 
city round midnight (8). 

18 This market town might be 
found in trip to North (7). 

20 Disturbing calm with antics? 
Not halfi {/). 

21 Gun easy to hear as a rule (6). 

22 Girl married unfortunate shep¬ 
herd (5). 

23 Bulb lit up repeatedly around 
one |5). 


For me latest region by region forecast. 24 
hours a da y, dial 0881 500 toHowed by the 
appropriate code. 
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West bar can is charged at 36p per minute 
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ernes. 
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SIMPLY BETTER 
Find out how WPA offer value, 
choice and simplicity 
in private health insurance. 

Make sore with 

WA 

Health loiunncc 

Rjvcrgate House, Black brook Park. 

Taunton. Ssatrtrt TA1 2PE 
Tel: 0823 623575. Fa*. 0823 623050 


Occasional eariy rain over- 
Scotland and Northern Ire¬ 
land will give way to brighter, drier weather. Northwestern parts 
of England and parts of Wales will brighten, but most areas will be 
rather doudy, with rain or drizzle moving eastwards. The rain wifi 
be confined mainly to the extreme South East by evening. It will be 
mild, especially in the South. Outlook: changeable. Generally 
mild, but becoming windy in the far North. 
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RESIGNED 



Chris Greemree 
resigned as chief 
executive ofLasmo. 
raising fears that the o2 
company might cut is 
dividend 
Page 21 


THREATENED 


BTs proposed sale of 
its stake in McCaw to 
AT&T is under threat 
after three American 
companies lodged 
formal objections 
Page 21 


DEPRESSED 


FI 


MFI reported tower 
interim profits and 
gave warning that sales 
disappointed in the 
post-Christmas trading 
period 
Page 20 
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RETAIL PRICES 
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Britain’s trade 


to £1.74bn 


By Janet Bush 
economics . 

CORRESPONDENT 

BRITAIN’S trade gap wid¬ 
ened' substantially m 1992, 
despite the feet feat the 
country was in deep reces¬ 
sion, and ipdustzy and. con¬ 
sumers on. die. defensive. 
The Central Statistical Office 
said there was fitfle sign that 

sterling’s devaluation -and 
im port s remained at record 
lewis. 

On current account which 
indudes invisible exports such 
as tourism, shipping and fi¬ 
nance. last year’s shortfall was 
£11.82 button, dose to the 
government's Autumn State¬ 
ment forecast'and up from a 
1991 deficit of £6.32 billion. 
In December alone, foe aiF- 
rent account shortfall was 
£1.54 b3Bbn. the largest 
monthly gap aiw June. 

1990. Britain’s deficit on visi¬ 
ble trade was £1.74 biDion in. 

_ December, foe largest since 
: Juty 1990. Forthe whole year, 
it was £13.77 billion, "com¬ 
pared with £10.29 billion in 

1991. 

Sterling held up relatively 
well in tihe face of these figures, 
as the markets continued to 
focus an foe implications of 
Tuesdays base rate cut The 
poundrefosed ar DM2.3929. 
bale changed from Wednes¬ 
days dosing DM2.3952.The 
bailie to save the Irish punt 
from devaluation continued; 
interwntkm by European cen¬ 
tral banks had little effecL 

Briiain’s trade portion is 
expected to worsen considera¬ 
bly in foe course of tins year. 
The Government itself fore¬ 
casts a current account de fi ci t 
of £ 15 billion and some private 
forecasters expect a gap of£20‘ 
billion. Imports are HLdy to 
pick up further from current 
record levels, in berth volume 
and value terms, as farther 
effects of sterling’s fall feed 
through into prices. Exports 
fell in December — after two 



■ Record imports in December widened 
the trade gap, fuelling concern about 
structural problems in the economy that is 
likely to depress the pound 


strong monfos in October and imports set records in Decem- 
November — and could, de- ber, in the fourth quarter and 
spite t he com petitive boost in the year as a whole, despite 
since September's departure the depth of the recession, 
from the exchange-rate mech- Sterling’s devaluation is re- 
anism, still malm heavy wea- fleeted m a 9 per cent jump In 
tfaer of it as European the value of imports in the 
economies dow down. About force months to December. 
60 per cent of Britain's exports compared with foe force 
.go to western Europe. months to September. Partteu- 

GeranT Lyons, of- DKB lady notable was a 21 per cent 
International, said: “dearly, rise in consumer import veti- 
tbe deterioration in foe trade umes and a 15 per cent 
position was not because foe increase in the impart volumes 
economy was recovering but of intermediate goods and 
because there toe deep under- ’ capital goods, 
lying structural problems in Nigel Richardson, of Ya- 
foe British economy.” makhi International said: 

Yesterday’s figures were “These figures, indicate that 
probably foe last complete set there has been a pick-up in 
until Jitiy, as the CSO moves demand both among consum- 
to■. a hew system of data era and companies m foe last 
collection in connection wifo year, which makes me doubt 
the single European market whether foe latest cut in base 
_V_ ' rates was necessary.” 

Recovery is dearly under 
Twnpis 23 way in America; fourih-quar- 

' . ___ • ter growth in gross ^domestic 

product was runnml at ah 
The CSO will continue to . annualised 3.8 per cent, the 
publish figures, far Britain’s fastest quarterly performance 
trade outside foe Community for four years. There was 
bqt that is less than hatfof the '^^ence' of-sfrong consumer' 
total.-. aj ? d - 

CSO con&medyester- ‘-new horoewiildirig.*‘Agamst 
day that it would not shew the foese positive signs, there was . 


V, 




Treasury any of the partial 
data it cofleds between now 
and June or Juty. giving 
policymakers no evidence on 
tiie bulk of Britain's trade 
performance. Britain's trade 
deficit with foe European 
Community rose to £609 mil¬ 
lion in December, from £268 
billion in October. 

Exduding erratic items and 
ofl. export volumes were irp by 
5 J per cent in three months to 
December, compared with the 
same period a year previously, 
while import volumes rose by 
7^5. per cent The value of 


further evidence of -weakness 
in the jobs market The dollar 
rallied from $1.5755. the low¬ 
est point of ’the day. to 
$1.5850 in fare trading. 

Elsewhere in the currency 
markets, there was a surge in 




rate mechanism, with the 
Irish punt looking increasing- 
ly embattled • 

Despite central bank inter¬ 
vention and overnight interest 
rales of 100 per cent, the punt 
fell below its floors against foe 
Belgian franc and the Dutch 
guilder. 


Afr of expectancy Jifl Banks modelling the new 
British Airways uniform yesterday at London's 
Canary ^Wharf, flanked by school-children from 
Richmond, Surrey. BA is to spend £14 mfitton 
on redo thing its 20.000 air and ground staff 
The uniform, the airline's 50th, is designed by 
Paul Costelloe, who beat 20 competitors to. 
produce something capable of looking good 


“on a damp January morning in London or in a 
hot afternoon in Mauritius”. From a distance, 
tiie cabin staff appear to be clothed in a shade 
of mauve, although in reality it is a dark blue 
with hundreds of tiny red pin spots. One of the 
many variations of the uniform caters for 
pregnant staff of which, according to BA there 
are usually about 400 at the check-in desks. 


LBC breaks free from troubled Crown 


Asda at 
head of 
cash call 
queue 

By Martin Waller 

DEPUTY CTTV EDITOR 


ASDA Group. Britain’s 
fourth-biggest food retailer, 
has launched a rights issue to 
raise £347 mfltion to fond 
expansion of superstores in the 
teeth of strong competition 
from better-funded rivals. 

The righis issue, Asda’s 
second in 15 months, was 
accompanied by a cheerful 
forecast that pretax profits will 
rise to £130 million, before 
exceptional credits of £9 mil¬ 
lion, in theyear to May I. This 
compares with profits of £87 
million before oneoff charges 
of £450 million in the previous 
year. The news lilted Asda 
4*p to 67 3 4p even though foe 
total dividend is forecast to fan 
from 2. ip to 1.6p. with a final 
dividend of 1.Ip. 

Asda had been one of a 
series of companies expected 
to use the current strength of 
the equity market to shore up 
ravaged balance sheets. It 
assured itself a place at the 
front of tiie queue with yester¬ 
day's rights issue. 

The rights issue, underwrit¬ 
ten by Morgan Grenfell is 
similar in size to foe last fund¬ 
raising in October 1991. a 
rescue package that raised 
£357 million, but is on less 
dilutive terms to shareholders. 
They are offered three new 
shares for every 10 held at 
53p; 15 months ago they were 
offered a nine shares for every 
ten at 35p and were told that 
the only other alternative was 
receivership. 

Initial plans under Asda’s 
three-year recovoy plan were 
to go to shareholders later this 
year, but a strong trading 
performance over Christmas 
and foe strength of the share 
price appear to have prompted 
an earlier calL 

Paul Smiddy, analyst at 
Kleinwort Benson, said: “It’s 
about a year earlier than it 
needs to be, and they are 
taking advantage of a rather 
ridiculously strong share price. 
They aren't going to spend foe 
money in a hurry." _ 

Tempus, page 23 


By Colin Campbell 


JOHNPorter, son of Dame 
Shirley Porter, foe former 
Bader of Westminster council 
has emerged as one of the new 
owners of LBC, foe London 
commercial radio station, 
after Crown Cormnunriations, 
LBCs parent company, went 
into administrative receiver¬ 
ship with debts of £16 miffion. 

The LBC transaction by 
Cbdverton Investments.' a 
company established by Mr 
Porter and Michael Cartisser. 
is valued at £14 million and 
involves an Injection of £7 


nufiion of new capital 
Chriverton bad been in nego¬ 
tiation with Crown, whose 
chairman is Christopher 
Chataway, since November. 

Laity Porter, at one time a 
director of rival Capital Radio, 
may play a proactive role in 
LBC at a later stage, but the- 
station’s political impartiality 
would not be impaired, Mr 
Cartisser said. 

Under foe deal with 
Crown’s receivers. Chdverton 
acquires London. Broadcast¬ 
ing (LBC. Newstalk and 


London Talkback Radio). 
which claims an 1.8.5 percent 
market share of the London 
radio market 

The process of renewal of 
LBCs franchise starts in 
March, with foe name of the 
successful applicant an¬ 
nounced in October. LBC said 
foe Cbdverton transaction 
makes it financially secure, 
and that it is confident of 
retaining the franchise. 

Crown Communications 
Group went into administra¬ 
tive receivership yesterday 


after its bankers, ANZ and foe 
Bank of Scotland, withdrew 
their support This action fol¬ 
lowed developments in Prance 
on Wednesday. Crown had 
hoped to sell its 70 per cent 
stake in the loss-making 
French radio station RFM, 
byt in a surprise developemnt 
the French radio authorities 
blocked the sale. 

Crown’s board said it was 
‘'amazed” fry the French ac¬ 
tion. and routes the- reasons 
given by the French for block¬ 
ing its planned deal. 


THE ORIGINAL DALVEY 

BUSINESS CARO CASE 


Debt and the fall of the dinosaurs 


P resident Clinton's campaign 
HQ was dominated by a 
simple slogan: The economy, 
stupid!” This inspired a vary success¬ 
ful election strategy, tiirogh foe 
thought* as we now know, was a bit 
behind the times: The latest figures 
confirm that foe US economy is now 
at feast six months into quite a solid 

.This was m2 viable to voters 




i + nrtut 


HH 


circular and there 
wiD probahty be.a 
fall-scale academ¬ 
ic conference on 
foe subject before - 
foe year is out; it 
will all get terribly 
complicated. You 
know foe general 
picture: phrases like 
burden” and “ 


^ is much worse: 

:— ♦ - - the official esti- 

mates for likely 
ANTHONY bank losses oil 

- HARRIS 

. are so temlymg 

—=-—+— - (up to a tenth of 

. - reported assets, 

and therefore. 
'corporate debt more than banking capital) that they 
equity” are have emerged only-in- leaks. The 


make risk-free profits by birring short- 
dated government paper, and they 
have accepted this subsidy with de¬ 
light In Britain, under-funding 
wiuld have the same effect easy 
funding for the government a rise in 
foe bread money supply, and a reco¬ 
very in bank profits. Enthusiasts 
should note that even this cure is slow. 
Low market rates cut savers’ income 
modi quicker than they stimtaatein- 
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for stow responses. Professionals 
ought to be smarter, both in under 

standing the crisis, and spotting when 
ft was over. In Washington, they were; 
but Wafl Street lagged behind, while 
in London onty a few, fed by market 
economists, woke np in good time. 
The rest are new beginning to catch 
up. and the Bank of England, later 
stiff is beginning to pay some 
attention to them. 

The puzzle they .failed to address 
was why the present rece ssion is 
proving so deep and so obstinate. 
This was forecast by one or two 
monetary economists, notahty Profes¬ 
sors Gordon Pepper .and Tim 

Congdon, but they were dismissed as 

eccentric doomsayers. Now their fa¬ 
vourite phrase, debt deflation, app¬ 
ears on foe covers of circular after 


political correspondent. It is compli¬ 
cated because these obstacles are 
partly mythical and in any case very 
hard to measure. Yet foe central 

problem, which was spotted fry the US 

Federal Reserve years ago. is ample: 
in Cttntonese. “The banks, stupid!” 

The banks outside foe US do not 
make mu* money any more, and foe. 
profits they report owe more smoke 
and mirrors than to sound trading. In 
the past two years; for example, foe 
British clearing hanks have paid oat 
more in dividends than their miser¬ 
able profits after bad-debt provision: 
and the blunter chairmen warn that 
things will get worse before they get 
better. There are always nasty sur- 
prisesrbank assets arc like mmed-out 
land; huge aacks and holes tan 
appear without warning. In Japan a 


bank bafl-out agency. Over the Chan¬ 
nel bankers tend to be smug. They 
did not join fully in foe lending freroy 
of foe 1980s but the recession which 
win turn their loans bad has only just 
begun, and may yetsuck them down 
the same hole that has swallowed the 
S candinavian banking system. 

A bust banking system means a 
long-term economic depres¬ 
sion. as Walter Bagehot (work¬ 
ing without official statistics or 
modefr) warned us more than a 
century ago. He urged. aggressive 
lending fry tire central bank. Keynes, 
addressing foe same problem 60 
years ago, said foe state should act, in 
effect, as borrower of last resort Thar 
was essentially foe Fed answer it cut 
its market rate so lowthai banks could 


tionary, for there is no such thing as a 
free subsidy. 

But will this cost disappear when 
we have written off die follies? A 
recent paper published fry David, 
lieweflyn, rtf the University ’ of 
Loughborough, suggests it may not 
banking could well be a dedining 
industry. It is a plausible pkaure there 
are too many banks, their costs and 
charges are excessive, and their one¬ 
time comparative advantage, infor¬ 
mation about creditworthiness, is 
now shared with every rating agency. 
In a century or twaftieir great halls of 
business may seem as strange as foe 
skeletons of dinosaurs. Meanwhile, 
we may have to nationalise them, or 
go an paying subsidies until someone 
comes up with a better way to pay bills 
and fmflnw* small business. 


INDIVIDUALITY AND FINE 
CRAFTSMANSHIP Amid the organisers, 
filo faxes and credit card holders of today, the 
Dahrey Business Card Case stands Us owner 
apart. Elegantly dim, lightweight yet robust, 
it k a splendid decorative and practical 
personal accessory. 

INSPIRED BY VICTORIAN AND 
EDWARDIAN ORIGINALS, the design 
itself is entirely unique. It is made trom high 
quality stainless sted superbly polished to 
give a magnificent finish which does not 
tarnish. It b decorated with a solid / 

brass (date on which initials can / 

be engraved, ora company logo / 
embossed. Precision engin eered / 
and hand finished, the smooth, / 
slender Card Case is packed 4 

in a presentation box atxom- 

panted by an illustrated 
booklet of period etiquette. 

COMPLETE PROTECTION \ 

of your cards is ensured. Each 1ft 

one wifi e m erg e in pristine Tft 

condition, to re p res e nt you 

as it should. 1 

FINE VALUE AT £2235 As a 

personal, corporate or business gift 

the Dalvey Business Card Case is 

unlikely to be bettered. Engraving of up to ' 

3 initials £4.50 and p&p £l .75 are extra, 

CORPORATE ENQUIRIES WELCOME 
P lease phone Or fax us for quotations for 
quantities and details of our full range of 
unique stainless steel gifts and accessories. 
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Stakis marks 
return to 
black with 
call for cash 



■ Back in profit, the streamlined company 
will emerge from the latest restructuring with 
gearing reduced to 42 percent from 77 per 
cent and a brighter future 


By Patriciatehan 


STAKIS. the hotels and casi¬ 
nos group, declared itself on 
the move again yesterday with 
plans for a £28 million rights 
issue, the E50 million sale of its 
nursing home arm and a re¬ 
structuring of its finances. 

Sir Lewis Robertson, the 
company doctor who was ap¬ 
pointed chairman of the trou¬ 
bled group in March 1991. 
also unveiled a recovery from a 
pre-tax loss of £4 7.4 million in 
1991 to a £300.000 profit in 
the year to September 27. The 
dividend for the year is halved 
from Q.9p to 0.45p. 

Sir Lewis said StaJds’s prob¬ 
lem had been the “quite 
serious mismatch between fi¬ 
nancing capacity and develop¬ 
ment ambitions, and that this 
had happened at a time of 
high interest rates and a 
sluggish economy”. 

He said that the company 
decided to sell the Ashbourne 
Homes nursing home busi¬ 
ness for three reasons: the 
hotels division has substantial 
recovery potential; it proved 
impossible to sell the Casinos 
division at any acceptable 
price; and Ashbourne needed 
£70 million to make use of 
unbuih sites. 

A syndicate led by Electra 
will complete the acquisition 
of Ashbourne on Monday. Its 
management will have a small 
stake in the new company and 
Stakis wiH receive a quarter of 
the profit of any sale or 
flotation of Ashbourne over 
the next three years above a 35 
per cent rate of return. 

The I-for-3 rights issue at 
32p a share is at a 22 percent 
discount to Stakis's 41 p dos¬ 
ing share price on Wednesday 
night The shares, which have 
been depressed in anticipation 
of the rights issue, recovered to 
45p yesterday. 

Thanks to die sale of 
Ashbourne and the rights 
issue cash. Stakis has agreed 
new banking arrangements 
that will see its number of 
banks reduced. Sir Lews said 


Stakis will now be “aided by 
nine, not hindered by 21 
banks”. The Ashbourne and 
rights issue cash will be used to 
repay the other 12. The new 
arrangements will provide 
Stakis with two-year facilities, 
including a term loan of El 10 
million and multiple option 
fadlities of £25 million. 

The additional cash will 
push year-end debt of-£197 
million down to under £120 
million and reduce the ratio of 
debt to equity from 77 percent 
to 42 percent. 

Yesterday’s figures also in¬ 
tituled a£47.7 million extraor¬ 
dinary write off of the 
Ashbourne business against 
book value and also include 
about £3 million- of refinanc¬ 
ing costs. . 

The figures showed operat¬ 
ing profits of £13.8 million in 
the hotels business, up from 
£7.15 million, and a small 
increase in casino profits from 
£6.5 million to £ 6 . 6 .million. ' 

David Michels, chief execu¬ 
tive since - December 1991, 
said hotel occupancy is in¬ 
creasing but there is still no 
sign of an end to the recession. 

Of the discontinued busi¬ 
nesses, healthcare increased 
profits from EL98 million to 
£3.4 million; leisure profits fell 
from £3.13 million to £76,000 
and commercial property 
losses were reduced from £ 1.1 
million to £ 21 . 000 . 

Stakis announced its inten¬ 
tion to pull out of commercial 
property speculation last year. 
Its disposal programme con¬ 
tinues. At die year end, the 
company reported property 
with a book value of £17.5 
million. Yesterday. Sir Lewis 
revealed that is now down to 
£11.5 million and he hopes it 
will stand at £5 million by the 
end of die year. Sir Lewis 
dismissed recent reports that 
he is about to step down from 
the group, saying he plans to 
stay on. ■ 

Tempos, page 23 


No rush? Derek Hunt chairman, says sales m the crucial post-Christmas period have been down on last year 


MFI issues sales warning 
as half-time profit slides 


MFI. the kitchen and bed¬ 
room furniture supplier, gave 
warning that sales have fallen’ 
in its i m p ortan t post-Christ¬ 
mas trading period. The com¬ 
pany also announced pro 
forma taxable profits down 
from £19 million to £12.7 
million for the 28 weeks to 
November 7. 

The pro forma numbers, 
which indude earnings per 
share down from 2.lpto I.4p, 
are to give a dearer view of the 
company's trading perfor¬ 
mance. stripped of the cost of 
last July’s flotation. On a 
consolidated basis, the group 
made losses of £12 million 
before tax. 

At the time of the flotation, 
more than half of the shares 
offered to the public at 115p 
were left with the under¬ 
writers. 

Yesterday, as Derek Hunt 
chairman, revealed that turn¬ 
over had fallen from £321.6 
million to £303.6 million, and 
that he foresaw no early trad¬ 
ing upturn, the riiares fell 5p 


By Martin Flanagan 

to 130p. Mr Hunt who. with 
senior directors, got die lion's 
share of an £11 million bonus 
payout at the time of the 
flotation, said 30 per cent of 
tiie group's sales were normal¬ 
ly achieved in the ten weeks 
after Christmas. Trading for 
this period so far was down (Hi 
last year, but he declined to say 
by how much. 

Sales of die group's higher- 
priced core products, fitted 
kitchen and bathroom furni¬ 
ture. continued to disappoint, 
the chairman said. These cord- 
prise more than two thirds of 
total sales. Verdict, the retail¬ 
ing consultancy, estimates that 
the company has 25 per cent 
of the market in kitchens and 
20 per cent in bedrooms. 

The interim dividend is 
].25p. Mr Hunt said gross 
margins were depressed tty the 
fact that the proportion of 
turnover accounted for by. 
goods from MFI's own fac¬ 
tories — currently 60 per cent 
of total merchandise — has 
fallen. MFI’s difficulties 


began with the sterling crisis 
in September. The chairman 
said that sales until then were 
in line with those of the 
previous year. 

MFI has 175 UK stores, 
and die 45 that have been 
refurbished are seeing sales 
growth of 6*2 per cent The 
group also intends to acceler¬ 
ate its push into France, where 
it has 35 bullets. It seeks a 
“critical. mass” of 50 as a 
platform for television adver¬ 
tising there, Mr Hunt said. 

Although payroll costs were 
higher in the first halt owing 
to a pay review, redundancy 
costs and Sunday trading, 
these are expected to be more 
in line with last year's in the 
second halt 

Mr Hunt added that 
because of costs, MFI would 
in future open on Sundays 
only in the post-Christmas 
sales period and when week¬ 
ends were followed by a Bank 
Holiday Monday. 

Tenqnxs, page 23 


Cap Gemini 
plans for 
cuts of up to 
1,500 jobs 

From Reuter 

IN PARIS 


CAP Gemini Sogeti. the 
French computer services 
company, estimated 1992 will 
show a loss of FFr80 million, 
compared with a profit or 
FFr560 million in the previ¬ 
ous year. The company also 
gave warning of plans to cut 
between 1.000 and 1.500 jobs 
as part of a restructuring 
programme. 

Geoff Unwin, chairman of 
Hoskyns. CGS’s British sub¬ 
sidiary, said restructuring did 
not only mean job cuts. "What 
we are seeing is a large 
investment in re-skilling 
people from old technologies 
to new technologies,” he said. 

Group turnover for 1992 
was estimated at FFr12 bil¬ 
lion, a rise of 19 percent, with 
operating profit after writing 
off goodwill, estimated at 
about three per cent of turn¬ 
over. down from 7.2 per cent. 

Factors affecting net profit 
included a FFr338 million 
restructuring charge, a provi¬ 
sion of FFr117 million for 
paying back a convertible 
bond issued in February 1990 
and a capital gain of FFr318 
million for the sale of property 
in central Paris to Sogeti. the 
parent company. 

Cap Gemini Sogeti said it 
docs not expect a recovery this 
year and that a return to 
growth and profitability will 
come after 1993. The com¬ 
pany said: “The current eco¬ 
nomic environment hardly 
leaves room to hope for a 
spectaader improvement in 
the results in 1993. because 
the activity of service firms is 
dearly linked to those of their 
diems." 

The restructuring pro¬ 
gramme includes job cuts 
already announced at Cap 
Sesa, the French subsidiary, 
which came to just under 500 
instead of the proposed 600. 
Limited restructuring contin¬ 
ues in the Netherlands and 
Italy. Britain and the Nordic 
countries have already suf¬ 
fered cuts. Cap Gemini em¬ 
ploys 22.000 people. 


Tokyo shares rise on rate cut hopes 


From Joanna Pitman in Tokyo 


YASUSHI Mieno, governor 
of foe Bank of Japan, can 
expect to be subjected to 
intense scrutiny today at his 
first press appearance in more 
than a month, as pressure 
mounts for a cut in the offidal 
discount rate of at least 50 
basis points from the present 
3.25 percent 

Anticipation of a fiscal stim¬ 
ulus to boost the economy 
appears to be gaining mo¬ 
mentum and strong gains 
were recorded on the Tokyo 
stock market yesterday. The 
Nikkei 225 index dosed up 
553.73 points at 17,063.41. 

But despite repeated assur¬ 
ances from the Bank of Japan 
and foe ministry of finance 
that recovery is imminent 
official figures released this 
week indicate that a turn¬ 
around is still at least six. 
months away. 

Consumer confidence has 
slumped in the past two 
months and department store 
sales have recorded their worst 
performance in ten years. 
Household spending rose by 
just 0-2 per cent in November 
against a year earlier and by 
just 0.5 per cent in the first ten 
months of 1992 compared 
with the same period in 1991. 

Consumers, reacting to the 
continuing economic slow¬ 
down and concerned about 
the rapid rise in personal 
bankruptcy cases, cut bade 
severely on household appli¬ 


ances, furniture, electronics 
and gifts, according to foe 
Management and Coordina¬ 
tion Agency. 

Industrial production fig¬ 
ures released on Wednesday 
were foe worst in six years. 
December preliminary indus¬ 
trial production fell I per cent 
month-on-momh and was 


down 8.2 percent for the year. 
While the ministry of interna¬ 
tional trade and industry pre¬ 
dicts a 1.9 percent increase for 
January. foDowed by a strong 
rise of 2.3 per cent for Febru¬ 
ary, many private sector ana¬ 
lysts are see ptkaL 
“We doubt that the offidal 
optimism is justified, given 



Under pressure: Yasushi Mieno, Bank of Japan chief 


further evidence of more cor¬ 
porate and household re¬ 
trenchment," said Jesper Kofl, 
chief economist at SG War¬ 
burg Securities in Tokyo. 

The government's Econom¬ 
ic Planning Agency released 
figures on Tuesday showing 
that the leading economic 
indicator remained below the 
“boom or bust” level of 50 per 
cent in November, for the 
fourth consecutive month. The 
EPA's index, which forecasts 
economic activity four to six 
months ahead, stood at 30 per 
cent in November against 
22.7 percent in October. Fig¬ 
ures above 50 per cent indi¬ 
cate economic expansion 
while those below indicate 
contraction. The index is bas¬ 
ed on projections that showed 
fewer job openings, a slow¬ 
down of construction activity 
ajid continued shrinkage of 
consumption and capital in¬ 
vestment in the private sector. 

As consumption accounts 
for more than 55 per cent of 
Japan’s GNP. economic re¬ 
covery is judged by many to 
hinge on a recovery in con¬ 
sumer confidence. To that end 
pressure is rising on Mr 
Mieno for a cut in foe ODR 
and cm the government for a 
cut in income tax. Hajime 
Funada, head of foe EPA, 
acknowledged that the gov¬ 
ernment is considering in¬ 
come tax cuts and a reduction 
in housing-related taxes. 
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AB CONSULTING (int) 
Pre-tax: £849.000 loss 
EPS: 5.4p loss 
Dfv: 0.3p ( 2 - 2 p) 

FRENCH (THOMAS) (fin) 
Pre-tax: £110.000 
EPS: 0.19p (5.51 p) 

Dhr: 2-175p, mkg 3.625p 

GRESHAM TELECOM (fin) 
Pre-tax: £767.000 
B»S:l54p(lp) 

Dhr 0.25 p, mkg 0-25p 

JURYS HOTEL (int) 
Pre-tax: 

EPS; 7.6p (7.3 p) 

Dhr 2p ( 2 p) 

PARTRIDGE FINE ART 
Pre-tax: £1.1lm (£2.1 Bm) 
EPS; 32Sp (&54p> 

Dhr 1.25p. mkg 2JSp 


Interim profit last time was 
£327.000. with earnings of 2.7p 
a share. Cash reserves at end of 
October were unchanged at £2.4m 

Profit in previous year was 
£285.000. Turnover eased to £13-2m 
from £14.4m after disposals. Net 
borrowings were £ 2 . 15 m 

Profit to previous year was 
£355,000. Dividend up 13pc alter 
adjustment of last payment 
altar Telecomputing merger 

Interim profit last time was 
h£2.07m. Trading levels in second 
half affected by high interest 
rates and currency volatility 

Final, last year’s dividend 225p. 
Turnover fell from £9.6m to £8.4m 
bul operating expenses rose from 
£1.8m to £1.92m 


PRISM LEISURE (int) 
Pre-tax: £478,000 . . 

EPS: 3.8p (3p) 

Dhr: 0.9p 

PROTEUS iNTL (int) 
Pre-tax: £1 2m toss 
EPS: 4.73p loss 
Dhn Nil (rat) 

SAV1LLE GORDON (int) 
Pre-tax: £l- 28 m f£l.35m) 
EPS: 0.85p (0-9p) 

Dhr. 0.5p (O^p) 

DERBY TRUST (fin) 
Pre-tax: £2.7m (£2.98m) 
EPS: 16.6p (18.4p) 

Dlv: 8.4p, mkg 1&62p 

FIRTH (GM) (int) 

Pre-tax: 1.5m loss 
EPS: 4.46p toss 
Dhr NH 


Interim profit last time was 
£374,000. Dividend increased by 
20pc after adjustment fix 
capitalisation issue 

Interim toss last year was £1.2m, 
with a loss per share of S.l2p. 
Operating loss rose to £1 An from 
£ 1.1 m but Interest charge fefi • 

Turnover reduced from £28-5m to 
£13.7m after withdrawal from 
securities trading. Substantial cut 
in interest charge in second half 

Total dividend last year was 
I8.43p. Net asset value rose from 
343p a share to 382p. Gross revenue 
was £3m, against £3.3m 

Previous interim Joss was £712.000 
before tax. with a loss per share 
of IJSp. Higher deficit blamed on 
strike at sted raffing min 


Directors 
opposing 
protege 
quit Amex 

from Philip Robinson 
IN NEW YORK 

THREE directors have re¬ 
signed from American Ex¬ 
press as turmoil continued in 
the bo ardro om of foe travel 
and charge caid company 
after the controversial appoint¬ 
ment of its new chief executive. 
- The three — whose service 
with American Express totals 
32 years —\ unsuccessfully 
opposed a plan by James 
Robinson, dfe chairman, to 
promote his protege Harvey 
Golub to the post of chief 
executive. _ „ 

Until this week, Mr Robin¬ 
son held both positions, but 
non-executive directors had 
called for him to stand aside in 
the wake of the group’s finan¬ 
cial troubles. 

Net income in the final 
three months of last year fell 
65 per cent to $82 million, 
and profits erf its core travel 
business fell 38 per cent to 
$243 million for 1992. That 
business made almost $1 bil¬ 
lion profit in 1990. 

But after a heated five-hour 
board meeting on Monday, 
15 of the 19 directors voted 
Mr Golub. 53, into foe job 
and effectively cemented Mr 
Robinson's position at foe 
head of firm. Since foe deci¬ 
sion. American Express shares- 
have Men 15 per cent on 
Wall Street and stand less 
than $3 off their 1993 low. J. 

The longest serving director 
to resign is Rawfeigh Warner. 
71, former chairman and 
chief executive of Mobil Cor¬ 
poration and an American 
Express director for 20 years. 

Farr months ago, some 
non-executive directors had 
called for Robinson. 57, to 
step down and for an outrider 
to be brought in. . 


Owners urges rejection 
of ‘cheap’ Airtours bid 


pmes values shares of « g 

^Mr Klein said foe company's planned 
Thomas Code and LTU 

1993/4 financial and lty £8 n^wn m foe fonww^>^ 

He described foe&uis bid as ddep** 

“their own limited prospecer. Adorns, later 
Owners* defehre document as >redi^hlyo^ 

Bide more than jam tomorrow”. Antofo^aaid Ojj' 
withholding important financial 

hokteTsuch aTresuhs for the year to October 3i and 
.forecasts for foe current year. 

De La Rue chief dies 

PETER Orchard, chairman of De La Rue, the world's largest 
currency printing company, died yesterday. He was 65. no 
of death was immediately made.; public, but me 
company called foe death sudden arid unexpected- mt 

Orchard became non-executive chairman of De La Kue in 
1987. He joined the firm in 1950. becamea director m 1963 
and was nam ed chief executive in 1977. a tide he later 
relinquished to become chairman. Mr Orchard was also a 
norhexeeufoe director of Delta. 

Allied food branch sold 

DCA Food Industries; foe American food ingredients unit of 
Alhed-Lyons, has sold the consumer products part of its Gold¬ 
en Dipt Company to McCormick, the Maryland-based spices 
and seasonings producer. The disposal covers a range of 
yanpgg. seasonings and packaged, coatings which are 
marketed toretafl cu s to m ers under foeOolden Dipt arid Nat¬ 
ure Bay brand names. DCA will continue to manufacture its 
range of food service and industrial ingredients. Allied said 
the consideration was not material in relation to net assets. 

Trafalgar joint venture 

TRAFALGAR House is linking with EffjohhOy, a Finnish 
shipp ing group, in a joint marketing venture involving its 
Omani line and Efljohrik Crown Cruise line."T7ie venture; 
Cunard Crown, will market Canard’s Countess and. Princess 
liners and Efljohn’s Crown Monarch, Crown Jewel and 
Crown Dynasty cruise ships. Canard’s Queen Elizabeth II 
lineris not induded:The agreement, which runs for an initial 
ten years, increases the number of' berths marketed' by 
Omani by 40 per amt to a total 7.000. 

Misys raises payout 

MISYS, the financial and 
computer services group 
chaired by Kevin Lomax, 
right says acquisitions made 
last year contributed to high¬ 
er interim results for foe six 
months to. November 30, 
when. pre-tax profits rose 
from £3.59 million to £6.76 
million on turnover of £41.1; 
million (£323 mflliori ). Cash 
balances rose from £9:9 mil* 
lion a year previously to 
£12.4 million. The interim 
dividend rises from 2L27p to 
2,6 ip. 

North Sea output rises 

OIL output from foe British sector of the NorfrSea rose 2 per 
cent last year to 1.89 million barrels per. day (bpd), according 
to the RoyaUJankof Scotland's oO index. But December 
output feH 2A percent; or neady42,000 bpd. to 1 .99 million 
bpd from November and 1.4 per cent from December 199 1 . 
Output from BP’S Clyde field, Leven and Miller was down, 
whfle ShdTs Fuhnar fidd, Phillips’ Maureen and Total's 
Alwyn North also ML. December North Sea revenue fell 
almost 10 percent to £23.1 hufifon per day. 

Farepak losses grow 

FAREPAK, best-known for its Christmas. hampers, has 
declared its usual pre-tax loss for the first half to end-October, 
but the deficit has deepened to £965.000 (£613,000 loss). The 

group makes most of its mail order and food processing sales 

ui the second Halt Sales of hampers were up 5 per cent this 
Christmas; with a total of 800,000 delivered. The number of 
agents collecting *mbney rose 5,000 to 55.000. Food 
processing has increased sales over the same period in 1991, 
although margins have been affected by cost increases. 
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Millionaire marketing guru who 
reigns supreme 

Tom Peters 


Now on 


Video 


R ecorded at The 7t/ner DiTk>ns European 
. Forum,this edited video^celusive to readers 
of The Times, features Brian Redhead in the chair 
and Tom Peters, the international management 
gum, speaking on "Corporate Culture and the 
single European Market," ' 
Tom Peters presents the 
challenging thesis that tradition- - 
at systems of hierarchically 



based management are not only dead but 
dangerous. Managers, he argues, must give power 
to workers by involving them in defining the 
objectives they are given to achieve. 

Readers of The Times tan take advantage of 
this offer at tfae exclusive price of £25, exdudiiw 
postage and VAT. ^ 

Tom Peters* book In Search of Excellence was 
on the New York Times non-fiction list for 130 
weeks from 1982-1986. fopping it for a year. 
Thrrv,ng on Chaos and A Passion For Excellence 
were subsequently also best sellers. 

-His new book Liberation Management is 
about the end of hierarchy and the need to 

•unglue organisations, and was published in 
November 1992. V“°iistied w 


™e«&times * ^ 

TOM PETERS VIDEO OFFER 

Tp Or DER: Srmpty complete fba form and r etu rn it wfch vn.tr 
• . T- ... Offer, rolT 


PtoK mt 


-Vidcofc) 


J ' £23 cedi i, 
13.00 pa video 



[~1 t endue ■ cbtqu*, 

Cent NumbW f 

I oadoM my chqvc molt pqabfo Httan Unite* 


Vat ur £ 


. Print N 


Few CMPM led rmnhwe«»r lUw.Tom Ptmn Video atkt. POB^Tmo. 

Plow atlo- » «Uy* for deWy frwft rn nat pT otorflar. Money baefa IT not nUyfnd. 7*. — L °”" > ® 0DN. 
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branch sold ** 1 


“inI venture 
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Scottish I" 

'food film 
shops over 
the border 

Watson and Philip, the Scot- 
tish-based food distributor 
and ret aile r, has announced a 
major expansion of its convex 
mence store business 'with'the 

purchase for £21 miffionofthe 
private Cinde K Group, that 
operates convenience stores in 
central and the. south of 
England. 

The terras of die . deal will 
involve W&P paying £7.66 
million in w«h a nd to 
the vendors 4.4 .million, on? 
shares,' giving die vendors 
11.3 per cent of the enlarged 
W&P. In addition, W&P will 
take on more than £3 mifljon 
of Cirde K's borrowings. 

. “Cirde K is an excellent fit 
with our existing business." 
said Ian Macpbereon. chair¬ 
man of W&P. He felt it would 
bring significant commercial, 
benefits. W&P says the drop 
wifi give it extra purchasing 
and marketing power, and die 
critical mass to adueve farther 
distribution efficiencies. It also 
believes savings can be made . 
on oyerheads. 

Cinde K runs 150 of its own 
convenience stores, and has a 
further 60 operated fry inde¬ 
pendent licensees and franchi¬ 
sees. It employs £500 and in, 
its last full trading year made 
profits before tax. and excep¬ 
tional items of £2 million. The 
acquisition will mean a com¬ 
bined group with 240 wholly- 
owned convenience stores, 
proforma net asses of neatly 

£50'million, and net gearing . • • _ ~ 

of 18.5 per cent - _ 

Less than two years ago ■ 

W&P more than doubled in . Ij 

size when it merged with I 1 ■ jTB ■ II 

Amalgamated Foods.its Mid- . l .-*- -*■ 

lands rival The latest pur¬ 
chase, it rfaimg , win makpj it ' • 1 

one of the leading conve- ' /yiT/lfil* I 
nience store operators in the y ^ ^ 



Takeoverardiitect: Chris GreeHtree led fee £1 bflHon acquisition of Ultramar, but lasmo has since been under financial pressure 


France Issues warning 
over US duties on steel 


i:m'v payout 
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, s nstput rises 
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Swedish buy 

ISA International the dee- 
tronics group that exports pro¬ 
ducts such as floppy diskettes 
and magnetic tapes to 30 
countries, has agreed to buy 
CTS Svenska of Stockholm, a 
computer accessories distribu¬ 
tor, for up to £6 million. ISA, 
based in Bradford, is raising 
£8 minion to help fund the ac¬ 
quisition by a placing of 9 raft-?, 
lion shares at 85p each. ISA 
estimated dial 1992-profit*'.' 
would *be not lessihan<3 ndF"- 
■ lion before tax. tq> 41 percent j 
fiom fire previous year. Exist- r 
1 ing shares were 1>2p, un-* 
? changed. 

I Casket deal 

Casket, the bicycles and doth- 
I ing group, has signed an'at- 
dusiwe agreement through its 
British Eagle cycles subsidiary 
with Lotus Engineering to 
manufacture and distribute a 
new range of bicycles under 
the LotusSport brand in Brit¬ 
ain and Irtod. Last summer 
Chris Boaidman won Brif-.. 
gain's first individual cycling 
“ Olympic gold medal since 
1908 riding a LotusSport 
monocoque bicjde. The new 
btcydes will be priced at be¬ 
tween £500 and £1.100. They 
will be launched in Belgium 
this weekend and appear in 
Britain at the end of March. 
Casket shares were un¬ 
changed a!35p. .. - 

. Welsh spending 

Despite the recession.' private 
sector companies are investing 
£60 million in industrial prop- 
gb erty development in Wales this 
’ financial year. That figure is 
40 per cent up on the 1991/2 
financial year, according to 
the Welsh Development 
Agency. The money is being 
spent on servicing new Indus' 
trial land and constructing j 

business parks in Cardiff, Mid , 

Glamorgan and GwycL 
I The private sector's comnut- 
1 merit indicates that Wales’ in- | 
dustrial property market is 
faring better than its counter¬ 
part in South East England. ; 
Graham Moore, the agency’s | 
property director, said; “Wales 
is not seen as great a fool in , 
capital values as elsewhere." 


By Colin Narbroogh 
and Tom Walker 


PUNITIVE duties imptwed by 
America on imported steel 
unleashed a s tor m of protest 
and threats of retaliation from 
governments and steelmakers 
around the world. 

. . But amid fears that the 
wddd trade. taBcs could be 
farther jeopardised by die 
Gfinton administration’s deri¬ 
sion to uphold anti-dumping 
complaints against imported 
! steej.'$fe Stodk market saw die 
, -mprimal. jnmact,, on British 
Steel as an. opportunity to' 
i madcdp the shares* J - : r ' 
France, whidi is stiQ resist¬ 
ing the accord struck.betvween 
die European Commission 
and Washington on agricul¬ 
tural subsidies that unlocked 
the Uruguay round of Galt 
talks; yesterday delivered the 
loudest protest over steel 
Pierre Bfirtgoycy, the 
French prime minister,, told a 
news conference that Europe 
would have to take “counter¬ 
measures” if America went 
,? down'diie path of protection¬ 
ism. “I hope that the Ameri- 
. cans will flunk twice," be said,. 

The preliminary decision 
announced by Washington on 
Wednesday imposed penally 
-tariffs on steel entering Ameri¬ 
ca from 19 countries, includ¬ 
ing .the. big European sted- 
ma!dng nations, Japan and 
Canada. The stiffest duty — 
109.22 per cent — was im- 


■ Although Europe put on a feave face, 
the EC Is under enonncms pressure on all 
fronts to retaliate against America’s new 
•anti-dumping duties on steel products 


posed on Britain, but British 
exports to America are 

indgnifiegnL . 

- President Clinton appeared 
to undedme bis "America 
fiisr stance yesterday, in re¬ 
marks about tte latest surge in 
layoffs by big American con^' 
paiqesoAfoiobgh the steel dut- 
ieswete almost ‘unavoidable 
tinder Anferica*s Mr trade 
laws, die rest of the world 
appeared to read the move as a 
signal that the hew admin¬ 
istration, could be more pro-, 
tectionist than its forerunner. 

Dominique Strauss-Kahn. 
the French trade and induscy 
minister, warned Washington 
that the European Commun¬ 
ity codd fife a complaint to the 
General Agreement on Tscrifb 
and Trade. “The Americans 
push for a Gait accord and, 
elsewhere, do exactly iheoppr 
oate.” he said. 

While -British Steel exports 
only about 35,000 tonnes a 
year to America, the big state- 
owned. French producer. 
Usmor-SariloT, faces prohibi¬ 
tive penalties on 500.000 
tonnes. Franpas Met bead of 
the sted group, said the Amer¬ 
ican move was “unfair and 
dsfoonesC-' Usmor last year 


lost FFr2.4 btflfon francs. In 
Germany, Europe’s leading 
steelmaker, the government 
left it to industry toprotest 
Ruprecht Vondran. president 
of me German Iron and Steel 
-Association, accused America, 
for decades die most' impor¬ 
tant guarantor of free world 
trade, of vkflatingdiose prina- 
pfes: "The world’s biggest 
economic power has delivered 
a serious blow to the principles 
of an international drvjsion of 
labour," he said. 

Tire association urged that 
European governments re¬ 
spond with “ an decisiveness”. 
About 600,000 tonnes of Ger¬ 
man sted worth $500 minion 
would be affected immediately 
if the temporary duties are 
upheld. Thyssen, the biggest 
German sted company, yes¬ 
terday reported a fan in net 
profit to DM350 million last 
year from DM520 million the 
year before. It is expected to 
break even this year. 

British Sted said die duty 
didnot affect asignifiemt area 
of its business, but considered 
it “extremely unsatisfactory”. 
If is to contest the derision be¬ 
fore America's International 
Trade Commission this year. 


Eurofer, the European steel 
association, said all legal and 
political means had to be used 
by the community to confront 
the situation. It said the Amer¬ 
ican action would only re¬ 
bound on American industries 
and consumers. Eurofer 
pointed out that between 
1982 and 1992 the com¬ 
munity had voluntarily re¬ 
strained .dqwrte to America. 

KiichiMiyazawa. the Japa¬ 
nese prime minister, warned 
die Japanese parliament that 
America might axtopt tougher 
trade parties under President 
Qinton and . would make 
“stro ng er demands of Japan”. 
The Japanese government 
and industry called far a new 
gtobal.steel pact to be signed 
soon by leading exporters. 

The European Commission 
put a brave face on die 
sanctions, insisting there was 
no “ideological change" in 
American attitudes towards 
Europe. . . 

Ron Brown, the US com¬ 
merce secretary, has said the 
new anti-dumping duties on 
EC sted products were a 
rollover from oountervefling 
duties imposed in November, 
and could not be directly 
associated with the new re¬ 
gime. Sir Leon Brittan. the 
European economic affairs 
commissioner, said he could 
notsee how Washington could 
unilaterally apply duties to 
sted products. He did not rule 
out retaliation. 


UAL forecasts gloom as losses deepen 


From Our Correspondent in new york 


STEPHEN Wolf, chairman 
and chief executive of UAL. 
parent company of United 
Airlines, delivered a gloomy 
forecast for the world aviation 
-industry yesterday as ins P 1, 
line reported a near-$l. billion 
Joss'for last year. . - ' 

“The industry remains in a 
stale of chaos and although ah 
effected had hoped the econo¬ 
my would strengthen, that rat¬ 
ional prior® would return 
and that banters to interna¬ 
tional competition would be 
reduced,. prudence dictates 
that United must proceed asif 


none of these factors will 
inquove. 

“Unacceptable is the only 
way to describe our fourth 
quarter mid foil-year results,” 
hesakL 

United's red ink Mows a 
hear-$l bfflkm loss reported 
by its main rival AMRi parent 
company of American' Air¬ 
lines, whose chairman. Robert 
Crandall said much of the 
optimism over ao economic 
recovery was unwarranted. 

Wall Street raised fears yes¬ 
terday that Delia, third largest 
of the US carnets, is hkdy to 


ait its dividend by 83 per cent 
Ronald Allen, chairman, has 
given warning: “We’ve seen 
difficult times, but those don't 
compare with,what we have, 
today. We're talking survival 
now." 

The parlous state of the US 
Mi'rlnw industry is Hkely to 
harden attitudes and increase 
pressure by American opera¬ 
tors for greater access to Brit¬ 
ain's market in exchange for 
government approval of Brit¬ 
ish Airways’ $300 mfition 
. investment in USAir. 

US Air, which lost almost 


$1.3 billion last year, yesterday 
reached agreement to drop 40 
per cent ofits new plane orders 
with Boeing, which has an¬ 
nounced production cutbacks 
ofbetween 30 and 40 percent 
United is stiH in discussions 
with Boring over orders for 
almost 140 planes, which Mr 
Wolf said would have to be re¬ 
duced significantly- The air¬ 
line has announced plans to 
cot 2,800 jobs from a total 
83,000, cot senior pay by. 5 
per cent and axe one in five of 
its top executives. It needs to 
save $400 million a year. 


Insurance case spotlights brokers’ duty of care 



By Sarah Bagnall 


Lloyd's expertise Stephen Merrett advised BBL 


EAGLE Star's switch from 
defendant to claimant in the 
lmjhkmfiioii'poiznd trial in¬ 
volving mortgage indemnity 
policies on £308 million erf 
commercial loans made ;jby 
Bank Bmxefles Lambcat has 
turned the spotlight on foe 
role of insurance brokere and 
their duty of careto cheats- 

BBL alleges that Maurice 
Maikovils, a defendant in the 
trial and foe broker of rite 
policies, .failed to pass cm 
important information. The 
lack of this information; the 
Britan bank afleges. caused 
it a loss. - 

BBL which sought advice 
from Stephen Merrett, an 
und erwriter arid deputy chair¬ 
man of Lloyd's of London, 
argues that itis a broker's role 


to pass on necessary informa¬ 
tion. However, Mr.Marico- 
vits, a farmer, financial 
consultant with Allied Dun¬ 
bar. another defendant and a 
sister company to Eagle Star, 
daims bit was not feqmred to 
do so because BBL was not 
his dtent: and if lie had done 
so. it would have created a 
conflict of interest with his 
dibits. 

As a result of tins week’s 
out-of-court settlement be¬ 
tween BBL and.. Eagle Star, 
Mr Maxkovits'is requesting 
the judge’s permission to 
obtain expert evidence from 
the • insurance industry on 
what is considered a broker's 

duty of dlsclbstire. 

Before Eagle Star and BBL 
settled, the fight between the 


two was widely expected to 
centre on other issues; which 
could have eradicated any 
need to scruthuse the role of 
insurance brokers. 

Eagle Star, as the first 
defendant was using as a 
main plank of its defence the 
relationship between Mr 
Mariundts and Stephen 
Eraser, a BBL employee who 
later worked for Mr Marko- 
vrts. Mr Fraser allegedly re¬ 
ceived commission from Mr 
MarimvitsMtileatKEUL . 

However, because of 'the 
settlement, tiiisevidenoeis.no 
longer available. That is. & 
considerable setback for the 
remaining defendants*- Mr 
Matiknyifa, Allied Dunbar 
and two firms of chartered 
surveyors were relying on 


Eagle Star to prove points 
that could then be used as 
part of their own evidence. 

. Mr Justice Nicholas Phil¬ 
lips, the judge on the case, 
who also presided over the 
Barlow Clowes trial, said he 
had initials thought Eagle 
Star’s ouFoFcourt settlement 
with BBL would simplify pro¬ 
ceedings; he now thought it 
would complicate them. 

Mr PhiDqJS, who was bear¬ 
ing views frimithc remaining 

defendants on whether BBL 
should be allowed to amend 
its proceedings because of the 
settlement ami, if so. whether 
the defendants in turn should 
be allotwd to up-date then- 
defence, said he would not be 
able to give an answer before 
the weekend. 
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Shares in Lasmo 
drop as chief 
executive quits 


By Patricia Tehan 


SHARES in Lasmo, the o3 
group, fell 8p to 155p after h 
was announced that Chris 
Green tree, the chief execu¬ 
tive, was leaving. Speculation 
grew that the company would 
be forced to cut its dividend. 

In a brief announcement to 
the Stodk Exchange. Lasmo 
said Mr Greentree was step¬ 
ping down “to pursue other 
interests”. Joe Darby, the 
chief operating officerjs to 
take his place, though Mr 
Greentree wfll remain as an 
adviser during the transition. 

Mr Greentree, 58, was paid 
£302.713 in 1991 and stffi 
Iras two years of his contract 
tonm. He also has options on 
435,000 shares under em¬ 
ployee share option schemes, 
as wefl as options to buy 
114,000 shares at 248p. 

Lard Rees, the company's 
chairman, said the size of Mr 
Greentree’s settlement had 
not yet been worked oat 

He said Mr Greentree was 
two years away from retire¬ 
ment but bis workload had 
been gruelling over the past 
two years, with the £1 billion 
acquisition of Ultramar in 
1991 and the sale of down¬ 
stream assets last yean which 
had realised about $1.5 
faiffion. 

Lasmo would continue to 
dispose of non-core assets. 

Mr Darby is seen as some¬ 


one who wfll not flinch from 
curbing costs. He joined the 
Lasmo board in 1990 after 
the company’s takeover of 
Thomson North Sea in 1989. 

Veronique Hoyaux oil ana¬ 
lyst with NatWest Securities, 
said the change of leader was 
potentially good news for 
lasmo in the medium term, 
as Mr Darby was more 
conservative and cautions 
than Mr Greentree. 

She said Lasmo has been 
under financial pressure 
since Mr Greentree fed 
Lasmo into its acquisition of 
Ultramar. She predicted the 
disposal of the Markham 
North Sea gas field, valued at 
El 00 million, and the Bal¬ 
moral North Sea oil field, 
which is worth about £10 
rmOkm. 

lasmo said it would release 
its financial results for 1992 
on March 24. They would be 
broadly in line with market 
estimates. 

NatWest Securities fore¬ 
casts a fall in net income from 
£37 nrilfion to £29 million, 
and earnings per share of 
3.1p compared with 3.4p. 

Ms Hoyaux said the com¬ 
pany could not afford to 
maint ain its 8.5p dividend for 
the year and predicted a cut 
of at least half. _ 

Tempos, page 23 


American 
deal by 
BT thrown 
indoubt 

From PHniP Robinson 
IN NEW YORK 

BRITISH Telecom's $2 bil¬ 
lion deal to sell its shares in 
McCaw Ceflular Communica¬ 
tions to AT&T, America’s la rg¬ 
est long-distance canter, 
seemed in doubt last night 
Three American telephone 
companies lodged objections 
with the US government. 

The sale of BTs 22 per cent 
stake in McCaw — the largest 
US cdhilar telephone'comp- 
any—is part of a $3.73 billion 
.investment plan that would 
give AT&T a 33 per cent stake 
in McCaw and could eventu¬ 
ally lead to control 
American regional trie- 
phone companies say the deal 
would enable AT&T to avoid 
pulling tong distance business 
through the local telephone 
companies, and would be a 
springboard from which it 
could achieve a monopoly in 
mobile telephones. 

In a petition to the Federal 
C ommu nications Commis¬ 
sion. Nynex Corporation, 
Southwestern BeH and Bril 
Atlantic say the deal would put 
AT&T hade in the local tele¬ 
phone business. The break up 
of the giant in 1984 was 
designed to prevent XhaL 
They have asked the com¬ 
mission either to scrap limits 
on their own cdhilar business, 
or to apply them to AT&T. 

McCaw shareholders have 
reportedly been uneasy with 
the tenns of the sale, under 
which BT wifl get $4 9 a share 
and interest or about $175 
bflBon in cash, for its stake. 
McCav/s share price was 
$36.5 last night 
AT&T plans to take its stake 
to 33 per cent by investing a 
further $2 billion in new 
McCaw shares at'$42 each. It 
wfll also pay Craig McCaw, 
the founder chairman and 
chief executive. $100 million 
for the option to take voting 
control within, seven, years. If 
the deal goes through, BT will 
make a $300 mfllian profit on 
its McCaw investment 
In a statement AT&T said 
no government investigation 
was necessary: its move would 
not inhibit competition, 

AT&T reared, page 22 


Ian Maxwell faces 
bankruptcy petition 


Bv Our Ctty Staff 


A BANKRUPTCY petition is 
to be presented against lan 
MaxweQ in the next two days. 

It comes despite bis 
objection that his appeal 
against die £500,000 dam¬ 
ages judgment on which the 
petitition is based has yet to be 
derided. The High Court yes¬ 
terday gave permission for the 
petition, to be issued by the 
liquidators of Bishopsgate In¬ 
vestment Management 
(B1M), which ran the Minor 
Group pension funds plun¬ 
dered lor Mr Maxwell's late 
father, publisher Robert 
MaxweQ. 

The liquidators are seeking 
to recover the missing millions 
and protect pensioners’ inter¬ 
ests. To that end, they ob¬ 
tained a damages judgment 
against Ian Maxwell last 
month. Among the sums of 
money to which they fay daim 
is £250,000 paid in legal fees 
to Kingsley Napley, Mr Max¬ 
well's solicitors, under die 
terms of a legal charge made 
in their favour on his Belgra¬ 
via flat on July 31 Last year. 
The fees were paid after the 
flat was sold for £460,000- 

To have any chance of 
chaflenging the payment to 


Kingsley Napley. the liquida¬ 
tors needed to issue a bank¬ 
ruptcy petition by January 31 
to stay within the six-month 
legal time limit from the date 
on which the charge arose. 

In last month’s judgment. 
Mr MaxweQ, 36, was ordered 
to pay BIM £500.000 "on 
account” pending a final as¬ 
sessment of his liabilily to pay 
damages for breach of his duty 
as a BIM director. BIM has 
already obtained judgment for 
£406.5 million against Kevin 
MaxwdL 33. Yesterday, the 
court rejected argument by 
Ian Maicwefl's lawyers that the 
£500.000 interim payment 
order against him did not 
constitute a “debt" on which a 
bankruptcy petition could be 
based because it was not a 
final order reflecting his true 
indebtedness, and was subject 
to review by the Court of 
Appeal in February. 

The judge authorised the 
liquidators to present a bank¬ 
ruptcy petition immediately, 
although they cannot actually 
seek to have Mr Maxwell 
made bankrupt until after the 
Court of Appeal has ruled on 
his appeal against the dam¬ 
ages judgment 


SAA Wins Vest to Africa’ for the WBi yearranrag! 


will 
always be 

our No. 1. 


For the fifth consecutive year, the 
knowledgeable business traveller readers of 
Executive Travel magazine have voted 
SAA the "Best Airline to Africa"- 

Ac SAA we are justifiably proud of this 
award from some of Britain's most frequent 
Ayers. What’s mote, we aim to keep it! 

Since we last received this award, we've 
introduced a hose of new, great value fare 
deals. We’ve expanded our network with 
additional destinations. Added new a i rcra f t to 
our fleet. Introduced new more direct routes. 
And ax under 11 hours to the sun your flying 
time with SAA is shorter than ever before. 
With direct services from London Heathrow 
Terminal 1 and Manchester, expert travellers 
cell us these are just jt^^L 
some of the reasons i T Ji IT j 

why we’re still No-1- 



EXECimVE 
TRAVELLERS' ^ 

CHOICE TO 

AFRJCA SOUTH AFRICAN AIRWAYS 

ftr more SeoSt please team* your towel agtat or «D yoor oamst 
SAA office? 251-259 Regent Street. London WDR 7 AD 
Tefc 071-734 9841.4* Boot 1 , 1 Sfc Alta Street, Mmcfaestef M2 TIG 
THi 06l^34+436t M flew, Vfcriffle How* 14 VMnSma, 
Batfaginn B25TCTet 021-6+3 9605. SwtBnlfco* 

34 Sl Enoefa Sqnn, GtwgowGj 4DHTck04I-Z210015. 
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SPECULATION was rife in 
the Square Mfle last night that 
Union Discount may be about 
to come under the hammer. 

Gerrard & National the 
rival discount house that was 
3p better at 395p yesterday, is 
said to be ready to launch an 
agreed bid for Union, which 
includes Aitken Campbell die 
Scottish market-making oper¬ 
ation, and an investment arm 
with £1 billion of funds under 
management 

However, the City whispers 


Tay Homes,. 169p, held up 
well after Panimire Gordon 
cut its forecast to £4J> million. 
Them am fears March profits 
could drop to E3 million. 


suggest the deal will not 
include Winterflood Securi¬ 
ties. the profitable market¬ 
making operation headed by 
Brian Winterflood and 
specialising in smaller com¬ 
panies. It is thought that 
Winterflood may merge with 
the likes of Smith New Court 
up 4p at 130p. 

Union, one of die City's 
oldest firms, said in November 
that it was in bid talks after a 
flurry of speculative buying 
that lifted the price from 61p 


to 96p in a week. Last night, 
the price dosed lp firmer at 
107p. That price was riding at 
600p last year, but was hit by 
loss-making diversifications 
into leasing and property. At 
the last count rival Cater 
Alien, up 2p at 430p, bad 3 
per cent of Union. 

The rest of the equity market 
lacked impetus and attempts 
at a rally proved futile. With 
no lead horn Wall Street 
prices dosed near their low of 
the day, with the FT-SE 100 
index 15.6 points lower at 
2,816.9, although trading 
was boosted to 828 million by 
a number of specialist situa¬ 
tions and profit taking before 
the end of the account 

The pound’s continued vol¬ 
atility and several large fund- 
raising expertises deterred 
investors from opening any 
fresh positions for foe new 
account starting on Monday. 

Lasmo dosed off the bot¬ 
tom, with a fall of 8p to 155p, 
after 152p. This followed 
news of die surprise resigna¬ 
tion of Chris G reentree, the 
c hairman, in heavy trading, 
more than 21 milliop shares 
changed hands, with dealers 
fearing a dividend cut The 
City believes that under Mr 
Greentree’s leadership the div¬ 
idend remained safe, ai- 


ASDA GROUP: SHARES RESPOND 
FAVOURABLY.TO DETAILS OF 
RIGHTS ISSUE 



. 
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though not covered by earn¬ 
ings. Borrowings rose sharply 
after last years acquisition of 

Ultramar and after the expect¬ 
ed rij<pr>gal5; to help finance 

the business failed to 
materialise. 

Eariy attention was focused 
on Asda. the supermarket 
chain, which jumped 5p to 
68p after confirming plans to 
raise £347 million by way of a 
rights issue on foe basis of 
three for ten at 53p. The 
money will be used to acceler¬ 
ate the group's recovery pro¬ 
gramme and bring forward 
foe replacement of ageing 
stores. Sales had shown an- 


increase of 2 per cent year-on- 
year, while foe group has 
forecast pre-tax profits of £130 
milli on for the year to May- A 
total dividend of 1.6p. against 
2.1p, is expected. 

There was mixed reaction to 
the news among the other 
supermarket chains. J 
Sainsbwy rose 3p to 575p, 
while Argyll slipped 3p to 
400p, Tesco 2p to 265p, and 
WilGam Morrison Supermar¬ 
kets 2p to 163p. 

Stalris, the hotel and leisure 
group, has also confirmed 
plans to raise extra funds by 
way of a rights issue and a 
dis posal it is asking share¬ 


holders for an extra £27.95 
million on foe basts of one-fbr- 
tbree at 32p. It is also hoping 
to raise £50 million from die 
sale of hs nursing homes 
division. The money will be 
used to cut debt bom 77 to 42 
per cent Pretax profits for the 
year recovered from a £47.4 
million loss to a profit of 
£300,000. The dividend was 
maintained. 

The market was unim¬ 
pressed with half-year figures 
from recently floated MET, foe 

fir rnitnm group. Showing a 

downturn m pretax profits. 

News of the out-ofcouit 
settlement in the passive 
smoking case upset tiie tobac¬ 
co producers, with BAT In¬ 
dustries down I3p at 975p 
and Rothmans International 
‘B*16piowerat612p. Brokers 
fear the move will open the 
floodgates to other daims by 
non-smokers and result in 
increased legislation to stop 
people smoking in ' public. 
Confidence in the tobacco 
groups was also undermined 
try the latest attempts to ban 
tobacco advertising. 

BM Group, die construc¬ 
tion equipment distributor, 

wag a 1at» falW , slidin g 10ptO 

5Op. The group’s fortunes 
have gone into decline since 
las June, when Roger Shute 


re tired as chairman blaming 
31-health- The shares were 
then standing at about 314p. 
The group issued a profits 
warning recently. 

Harrington Kilbride, '— 
publisher, stayed at 183p. The 
price has risen from about 
I70p this week, helped by 
institutional buying. 

The pound's Devaluation 
and this week’s drop in inter' 
est rates has encouraged Cred 
it Lyonnais Laing, the 
stockbroker, to take another 


A change of broker has 
brought new life to Britton 
Group. It rose lhp to I0*p 
after Credit Lyonnais Laing 

arranged a cEmt visit 


look, at foe building materials 

sector. It is telling diems that 

despite uncertainties, they 
should focus on companies 
with the greatest potential 
rather than dwell on ratings. 
Those included on its buy hst 
are BPB Industries, 2p 
lighter at 195p. Bine Circle 
Industries, 2p firmer at 226p. 
and Maricy, unchanged at 
98p. But Tarmac, bp better at 
111 p, remains on the sell Hst 

Michael Clajrk 


EC television subsidy 
may be abandoned 

From Reuter cn Brussels 


THE European Commission 
will have to abandon its strate¬ 
gy for subsidising high-defini¬ 
tion television if Britain does 
not lift its opposition soon, 
according to Martin Bange- 
mann, the telecommunica¬ 
tions commissioner. 

Heir Bangemann, a senior 
member of foe EC executive 
who took over die HDTV 
portfolio this month, said the 
plan is in danger of becoming 
obsolete because of technologi¬ 
cal developments. 

He told a European Parlia¬ 
ment committee: “Either we 
get tire green light now or, if 
the embargo continues, with 
every passing day foe support 


wOI lose its raison d’etre." 
Britain has been-blocking a 
plan to help broadcasters 
launch wide-screen and even¬ 
tually dnenrequality HDTV 
services, partly because it is 
tied heavily to a European 
satellite transmission standard 
known as D2-MAC Britain 
argues that D2-MAC could 
soon be overtaken by digital 
technologies being developed 
in America. 

Philips Electronics and 
Thomson, both European 
electronics companies , have 
invested heavily in D2-MAC, 
a stepping stone to an HDTV 
standard known as HD- 
MAC. 


Chrysler cautious despite acceleration 


From AP in Michigan 


CHRYSLER earned $356 
million ($97 million) in the 
fourth quarter of 1992 and 
$723 million for foe whole 
year. The quarterly earnings, 
of $1.12 per common share, 
were the best bom foe thirti- 
Iargest motor manufacturer in 
America since foe second ■ 
quarter of 1989. 

Sales advanced 24.3 per 
cent for the quarter to $10.2 
billion ($8.2 billion). Sales for 
the year rose to $36.9 billion, 
up 25.5 per cent from $29.4 
billion in 1991. 

The earnings figure for the 
quarter exceeded analysts' 
expedients. A consensus of 14 
analysts’ estimates compiled 
by First Call the Boston 
investors* service, predicted 


Chrysler would post earnings 
of $314.8 million, or 91 cents 
a share 

Earnings for the year 
amounted to $2_21 a share 
and contrasted with a loss of 
$795 million, or $3.28 a 
share, a year ago. 

Chrysler said it would take a 
one-time $4.7 billion charge 
for an accounting change in 
the first quarter of this year. 

Robert Eaton, the chair¬ 
man. reported thai the eco¬ 
nomic recovery in America 
“continues to be slow, and 
neither our balance sheet nor 
our credit rating are where we 
want them to be. So despite 
foe Mins achieved in 1992. 
we still have major challenges 
ahead of us for 1993.* Chxys- 



Eatore major challenges 

ler. of which Robert Lutz, is 
chief executive, increased its 
share of the North American 
car and truck marker from 
12.4 to 13.4 percent last year. 
Chrysler Financial Corp., 


the group's financing unit, 
earned $231 million, down 
from $276 million in 1991. 

The 1992 profits included a 
one-time $51 million gain 
derived from adopting a new 
accounting standard for in¬ 
come taxes. 

The division’s fourth-quar¬ 
ter earnings were $26 million, 
down 31.5 per cent from foe 
$38 million the group report' 
ed in 1991. 

Chrysler Financial has been 
shrinking since the group 
started to sell non-automotive 
businesses. Its consumer fi 
nance unit was sold to 
NationsBank. 

Ford and GM are expected 


to report operating losses for 
1992 when their earnings 
statements are released in foe 
middle of next month. 


INTERNATIONAL APPOINTMENTS 


Tempelmaun - Kerkhoff - Gruppe 

Wir sind eine junge, expansive Handels- sowie 
Beratungsgruppe der Lebensmittel-branche mit Sitz in 
Deutschland. Durch unser 'alternatives Marketing’ sind wir 
zu einer cinkaufspolitiscben GroSe im Lebensmi tteibandel, 
auch im Ausland, gereift 

Da wir writer expandieren, sueben wir rine(n) 
Kauffrau/Kaufmann 

fur den strategischen Ein-und Verkauf von Food und 
Nonfood Artflkrin 

fur unser geplantes Buro in London. 

Fundierte Kenntnisse und Erfabrung im 
Lebensmittelhaudei sowie gute Kontakte zu den 
Entscheideru des englischen Marktes setzen wir cbenso 
voraus, wie gute Englisch- und Deutschkenntnisse in Wort 
und Schrift. 

Wenn Sie interesse haben, in einem jungen dynamiseben 
Team zu arbeiteu. richten Sie ihre aussagefahige Bewerbung 
in deutscher Sprache inclusive Ucbtbild an: 

Templemann - Kerkhoff - Gruppe 
z.Hd. Herrn Wever 
Postfech 210230 
4270 Dorsteu - Deutschland 
Telefon 0 10 49 - 23 62 - 60 04 -0 


GENERAL 

MANAGER 

SYDNEY 

AUSTRALIA 

An experienced, multi-talented 
General Manager is required for 
a leading precision metal casting 
company which specialises in 
centrifugal and investment 
(lost wax) casting. 

Applicants must be skilled in: 

■ Metallurgy 

■ Mass production manufacturing 

In addition to normal managerial 
skills, we require a person with 
successful sales, negotiating and 
customer relations experience. 
Hycast Metals is a private company 
which employs 50 people. 

Salary package by negotation. 

Written applications to: 

Robert KeB, Director, 

Hycast Metals Pty Limited 
PO Box 888, StraMeht South 
NSW, Australia 2136 
Fax: 612 742 5222 

HYCAST 

PRECISION INVESTMENT CASTINGS 


AT&T rings up 
a $lbn record 

From AP IN NEW YORK 


IIP; 

u»i«*rneto 

Suuior Computer 


Marketing Strategy 
Consultant 

T T? CBiwnMHg is a lafag in t., ii .t M». .l d u nnri m n fcwii^ «>—irmnlting 

AM finiL We gc seeking ra iraiiif f i n y [ ■nfr ww hahnrap ihmimiiw rrmnfa nf 
growth and a d u cronga within their cneer Adds. 

Your work expericucc will tie idsted to die winfmiim oc aagMaM of one or 
am (fiatibnthn dsn&eb rib demanatnted saxes end inaenug ceqxxutbSty.You 

mwyr 

nuantgn^ general manager or nks manager far » racket Index in mdmtrics neb as 


• Qm pu teti • Office Prodnc te • Retail Franchising 

• Anumodve Mecosta; • Bukfiog Products 

You wffllate an Hopcm degree m iriwtrwmf^ ni B Tbtin^ 
or a umOar analytical dfcripSw which mij already be 


law, tuiliirn lift 
with is M.BA 

Your written tod ttdal eapnsaon « ■■ « * be ml jou au nt bare competent 

spre adsheet and fimuni'll 

If jtM ft onr reqturemeots and have the integrity, drive and it_ 

succeed in a tigtxuoi firm, send your written appficaxwo to Dirid, 

Director. 



IF. 

Janes Hove, I 
St |hm% London SWIY 6 BD 
Telephone: 44-n-925-2fl6 
:44-71-nS-2fi< 


te | R^I+jn , do^ AU J; Urtr 

Project Leadere to Analyst Prognarmneni to 
Software/Harriwne Engineers. 

Idrone Mown, 24 kfccne Lane, Btacfcrock, 
Co. Dutsfln, fretand. 

_A fi solute Confidentiality Assured 


AMERICAN Telephone & 
Telegraph reported a 58 per 
cent surge in fourth-quarter 
profits to a record $1 billion. 
Net income rose 18 per cent 
for the year. Gains in financial 
services and tpfpmmmnmra- 
tions units bolstered the com¬ 
pany’s performance. 

America’s largest long-dis¬ 
tance communications com¬ 
pany said profits totalled 75 
cents a share in the three 
months to end-December. 
against $635 million, or 48 
cents a share a year ago. 

Revenue advanced 6.3 per 
cent to $17.5 billion, against 
$16.46 billion in the same 
quarter a year ago. “AH parts 
of our business contributed to 
these haid-won results in a 
slow-growth economy." said 
Robert Allen, the chairman. 

The company said long¬ 
distance telephone volume 
rose 5 per cent in the quarter, 
though revenue fell 0.7 per 
cent, in part because business 
customers sought out lower- 
priced higher-capacity dedi¬ 
cated lines". 

Revenue from the compa¬ 
ny's products — including 
cable operations and trans¬ 
mission systems, telephone 
systems for businesses and 
micro-elec t r oni c components 
— rose 20 per cent The 
company reported record sales 
of its . consumer products for 
the quarter. AT&T’s Universal 


Card Services, which indudes 
the widely held credit .card, 
wasprofitable for the year and 
.contributed “greatly" to foe 
financial services unit's 37 per 
cent jump in revenue during 
foe quarter. 

For the fall year. AT&T said 
net income totalled $3.81 
billion, or $2.86 a share up 
from §522 million, or40 cents 
a share in 1991, when the 
company took a $4.5 billion 
charge to oover costs associat¬ 
ed with a sig nificant 
restructuring. 

Exclusive of those charges, 
net income was $3.24 billion, 
or $2.51 a share in 1991. 
Revenue for the year advanced 
-3 per cent to $64.9 trillion 
from $63.09 billion a year 
earlier. 



Allen: hard-won results 


Dow firm as switch to 
blue chips continues 
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New York - Blue chippric* 

advanced to session highs and 

over-the-counter shares .re¬ 
versed as the market contin¬ 
uing its week-long switch into 
larger eeonomically-sensttwe 

stories. The Dow Jones indus¬ 
trial average was up 6-48 
points to 3,297.87 in raw* 
morning trading* 

Bonds finned on news of a 
p reliminar y 3.8 per cent US 
fourfo quarter gross domestic 
product. 

□ Tokyo — Speculation of a 
rate aft pushed the Nikkei 
index up 553.73 points, or 
3J5 percent to 17.063.41. 

□ Hon* Kong - Shares 
skimped 2.28 per cent as 
overseas funds joined in a 


selling spree sparked Ity re- 
newed Chinese ennosmef foe 
political reforms proposed for 
the colony by Chris Patten foe 
governor. The Hang Seng 
index fell 135-39 pamB to 
dose at 5.804.50. as votoa* 
reached HKS2.58 
i£220 million). «P ^ front 
Wednesday’s HK$2.03 
billion. 

□ Singapore - The Strain p 
Times index dosed 4J14- 
points lower at 1.598.23. 

□ Frankfurt - The Dm in¬ 
dex rose 5.52 points to 
1.567.84. 

« The AlFOrdm- 
feti 8.) points to 
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RISES: 

Berkeley Group ....... 351p (+1Qp) 

SKF’B 1 -..675p(+2Sp) 

TakedaChem_667p(+25p) 

VSEL.. 55Sp (+1Sp) 

Liberty Ufe-914p(+25p) 

stBei buithi .253p i+tsp) 

Hl-Tec Sports.74p (+iip) 

^. 2Q0p (+30p) 

Dolphin Pack-108p(+11p) 

Gold Graenless.300p (-H2p) 

SapP 1 -...412p(+31p) 

Frogmore.310p (+1ip) 


.560p (+11p) 

FALLS: 

Guinness. 462p(-11p) 

SA Breweries. 810p(-Wp) 

Carltoo Comm. 777p {-I3p} 

EumOterwy. 800p(-15p) 

Burniah Castrol_ 685p (-lip) 

Oty Ska Eats. iSpl-llp)^ 

Courtauld Text. 555p(-ie#* f 

RAT. 975p (-12p) 

Rothmans'B 1 .6l2p(-16p) 

Ctosine Prices Page 25 
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Foreign a Col pep invTst 106 + 

Inti Eootf Machinery (51) 61 
Mauritius Fund £104) £104 ... 

OI5 inti Inspecrion (50) 62 +t 
Prime People warrants 14 


RIGHTS ISSUES T ‘ 
Property Trust p^)C25) 13 +1 

Trio Holdings n/p (50} 34 -1 

Wessex water 480 (Nil) 71 ... 

West Trust a/p (5 »« - 



SPEND YOUR SUMMER IN CORSICA 
Leading specialist tour operator, VFB Holidays Ltd, 
■reqwa an experienced, outdoor-lowTg. self reliant 
_ reswt n^esentatn/e for its Corsica programme 
WwWng on your own. you 
win be a fluent Frercri-speaker with excellent 
Knowledge of Corsica and its people. 
Applicants must be available from mid April to eariy 
October. 

Please contact Carol Gardner, Joanna Layton or 
1 0242 ) 235515 fw farther details. 
Closing-date tor all applications: 28th February 1991 

Holidays Lid; Notmandy House, 

High Street, Cheltenham, Glos, GL50 3HW 
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AMERICAN and European 
buying provided government 
securities with a new tease of 
life. 

Medium and longer-dated 
issues were chased sharply 
higher as dealers tried to 
assess the extent of the over¬ 
seas support Last night some 
brokers thought the pound, at 
under the Dm2.40 leveL was 
probably over the worst and ■ 
that a period of consolidation 
was underway. 

On foe futures jnaricet, foe 
Match series of foe 
bad anntfer active 
with more than 40,000_ con¬ 
tracts completed. It finished 
near its best of fotday^ V 3 iu 
better at £10r M /i^.^JB foe 
cash market Treasury 9 per 
cent 2.012 jranped’ annost a 
fan point to enaat£I02 9 /A2. 

- Cbtufitions at foe fomter 
end were more subdued. 
Exchequer M per eent 1998 
dosed eight ticks better at 
Ell]*/i6. V. . 
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Janet Bush examines the 
? * { tightrope the government 
Hkj; must walk between 
■=-c- Th continued stagnation and 
a public borrowing figure 
^ . heading out of control. 


CURRENT ACCOUNT AND THE ECONOMIC CYCLE 

f' •' re^rti^s befowijrancl GDP gp^^h) 

fc&aS. •&£.. /■-* fr vj* ’: 
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T wenty-four hours (or less tins 
week) is a Jong time in eco¬ 
nomic On Monday nighx 
the finandafemarioets had fi¬ 
nally been persuadfil flat ghastly 
economic figures notwithstanding, die 
ChanceHar was prudenfiy leav in g in- 
■ terest rates unchang ed, probably Tintil 
the Budget on March 16. Futures 

above 7 pd^aaS? By1§e CT^of 
Tuesday, after the 1 per cent rate cut 
-inspired in pawning Street 'femes 
were discounting rates of sHghfly more 
thaii S percent 

The governments latest move in its 
bid fe growth was dearly designed for 
maximum shock value. Eor once. John 
^ Major's team—those who knew about 
w the dedsian before it was announced— 
could be seen by recalcitrant^back¬ 
benchers to be acting rather than 
reacting to urgings from the aruxtoy. 
But it is debatable whether the strategy 
hasworked. 

Tuesday's move, for many, breath- 
takingly confirmed what the Treasury 
select committee complained about'*, 
recently — foe picfc-ano-max nature of 
government policy-making after ster¬ 
ling’s. departure from the exchange-. 
rate mechanism. Since late autumn, 
foe government had repeatedly point¬ 
ed to accelerated growthin MO money 
supply as reason to be cautious about 
furflier easing of monetary pchcy. The 
same targeted indicator was dismissed 
this week on foe grounds (hat it had 
not translated into higher retail sales. 

Last week, foe government d&v 
missed worrying figures on sales and 
industrial production because they 
were historical. This week, it was 
exactly these features of the economy ’ 
that -were died as reason to lower 
interest rates. As economists at Nikbo 
Securities pointed out. “a volte face of 
startling proportions - even by foe 
Treasury's standards”. 

Since September, foe government 
■ has been at great pains to emphasise a 
careful building blodcprocess of replao- 
; ing foe exchange-rate target with a 
range of other monetary indicators. 
The impression in foe financial mar- 
kets now is that sterling, not mentioned v 
as an issueon Tuesday is expendable : 
and $*t the government still piefoand .. 
choose which ever indicator arits tHe 
» political dimate of foe day. 

. Although the cut was regarded as 
urgently needed by mad in foe City, 
ana aB.seven of the independent panel 
of economic forecasters, there is still a 
queasy feefing that the normal process¬ 
es of policymaking are befog by¬ 
passed. There is a strange irony in foe 
rate cut this week,” commented An- 
drew Difoot director of tire Institute 
for Fiscal Studies, which foe same day 
put out its joint budget submission with 
Goldman Sachs, the “green budget”. 
“The cut was supposed primarily to 
M boost confidence but a lot of: that 
confidence has been dissipatedbaiauae 
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people are even more eonfrrsed about 
policy than tb^were.* 

The next big question marie is what 
the Chancellor is pfanning to do in his 
Budget The report, whose authors 
fodude MrDflnot and Gavyn Davies, 
of Gpkfrnan Sachs, one of foe Trea¬ 
sury’s seven wisemen, underlined that 
Mr Major has no choice but go for 
growth as foe antyway 'of avoiding a 
financial crisis of IMF p ropo r tions. 

The report forecasts the public sector 
borrowing requirement usmg different 
growth rates. Its middle or base pro¬ 
jection assumes annual growfo of 3 per 
cent from next yean Its optimistic 
scenario has growth of 3.5 per cent and 
its pessimistic growth is 1,5 per cent, 

« The implications^ 
if the government secures growth of 3 
per cent a year far foe next few years, 
the PSBR' will remain above £50 
biQxm. The green budget expects the 
PSBR in fiscal 1993-4 tobe £54 billion, 
wayabovethe govemmenfs;£44 billion 
Autumn Statement projection If 
growth were to remain at foe level 
expected this year.around 1 per cent to 
ISper cent foe PSBR would be above 
£80 biffion by foc^ 1997-3. 

The deeptywonying part of Britain’s 
pifoHc deficit problem is that — as the 
prime minister recently conceded — it 
is not Just a function of falling revenues 
due to foe longest recession since the. 
war. There is now.' since foe 1980s, 
also a structural dement in the deficit 


created out of foegreat economic myth 

nf a Thatirhwrfg Tntrprjj*. 

■ As Mr Dflnot points o^ tax curs and 
pending increases wereundertaken in 
foe late-I980s on foe basis that the 
sustainable growfo rate of foe economy 
had been increased by Conservative 
supply side policies. The Treasury 
believed then that Britain could grow 
steadityby 2.75 per cent ayearwithout 
incurring either higher inflation or 
•c u rre n t anxaml problems. *We have 
now gone bade to thinking that that' 
.Britain can only grow sustainably at 
around 2 per cent to 2.5per cent a year 
because there was no Thatcher mir¬ 
acle.” Mr DOnot said. 

T his ,leaves the '"government, 
with a seemingly insoluble 
problem- Not only must foe 
Treasury boast growth but it 
must also raise taxes or cot spending to 
reverse the foe mistaken pohries of foe 
1980s. The green budget offers slow 
and fast routes back to fiscal stability. 

The slow route, assuming a gradual 
reduction in foe deficit and rather 
more modest tax increases, appears too 
dangerous. While foe PSBR could be 
brought down to around 3 per cent of 
GDP, foe level needed to comply with 
the Maastricht treaty, by foe end of foe 
century, foe government's total debt 
.ratio would nse to more than 70 per 
cent of GDP at the same time. 

The fast route would prevent the debt 


ratio reaching unacceptable levels and 
bring the PSBR down hut would in¬ 
volve huge lax increases, perhaps 3-5 
per cent of GDP by 1997-8. On bal¬ 
ance, the LFS and Go ldman Sachs pre¬ 
fer the fast trade to fiscal balance with 
thepain taken early—but not quite yet 
: Even with the latest base rate cut, the 
risk associated with large tax rises in 
' March is probably too great Tax rises 
to cut the deficit would be dangerously 
counter-productive if growth were to 
suffer as a result Thelras risky strategy, 
’iwith signs of ; recoveiy SiH extremely 
"t e n tati ve, could be a marked fiscal 
tightening in December. * 

Tuesday's rate cn^suggests that the 
govemment*s sole priority is to seoue a 
recognisable recovery and defer think- 
-ing about foe risks. One is inflation,, 
which the government flunks, proba¬ 
bly rightly, isn’t the ament battle. Even 
David Currie, one of the most cautious 
•wise men, believes there isn’t an 
inflation risk for a year or acx 
The second is the current account of 
the balance of payments. To avoid a 
crisis, Britain probably has to restrain 
growth to 2 per cent a year, far too low 
to bring down the PSBR. But hoe, at 
least there is a bright light in the 
government's stormy economic firma¬ 
ment Until June or July, foe Treasury 
will rut have a balance of payments 
constraint — foe switch to the tingle 

maricet means there will not be enough 
statistics on which to base one. 
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Asda jumps the queue 


GIVEN tile growing pressure on institutional 
funds. Asda is wise to scramble to the front of 
tire rights issue queue, even though it will not 
need foe money for more than a year. 

Asda’s shares have almost trebled in five 
months and it would have been churlish not 
to take advantage of foe stock marker's enthu¬ 
siasm. Had the company waited until sum¬ 
mer to launch a rights issue, the fund man¬ 
agers’ cupboards may wdl have been bare. 

The stores group is, however, forced to 
continue living with interest rate problems 
that wffl cost around £11 million a year. Asda 
is still borrowing mare than £300 million an 
various capital notes with coupons of more 
than 9 per cent that can only be repaid with 
severe penalty. The zighls monqy vriu eam less 
than 6 per centwhich will contribute towards 
dilution of around 6 per cent in the next 
financial year to give earnings per share of 
perhaps 4.4p and an ambitious ex-rights 


prospective p/e ratio of almost 15. Asda 
unquestionably needed another substantial 
capital injection before long. Without it the 
group would hare been forced to dose up to 
ten badly-sited stores a year and did not have 
foe funds to replace them. There is an 
uitf(uiunate tymmetty between the £704 mil¬ 
lion Asda has raised from its last two rights 
issues, and foe £704 million it paid for 60 
Gateway superstores in 1989. At least the 
group is rid of the after effects of that disaster. 

Hie money will pay for up to ten new stores 
and 15 relocations, with capital spending 
likely to peak at more than £300 million in 
1995. The new stores will help to improve 
sales and net margins but Asda has a long 
way to go. Sales per square foot are stiD only 
£10 per week, against £19 at J Sainsbuxy. 

Archie Norman's achievement in rescuing 
Asda cannot be overstated but the City is 
backing a recovery stock, not a market leader. 


Trade 

THE sharp rise in the De¬ 
cember trade itffirit con¬ 
firmed tiie City’s worst 
forecasts and suggests that 
the road to economic health 
will be a long one. 

The £1.5 billion visible 
deficit could not hare come at 
a worse time for the Treasuiy. 
Tbe markets win now fret 
about foe size of the shortfall 
without any hard evidence 
until Juty. although by tire 
end of foe year foe deficit 
could well be £18 billion. 

The increasein foe value of 
imports, to a record £10.9 
billion last month, may have 
been fanned by the pound's 
devaluation after Blade Wed¬ 
nesday. But a deficit of tills 
magnitude, at a stage in foe 
tyde when foe country 
should be running a modest 
surplus, speaks volumes 


Stakis 

TWO years ago few-people 
would have given two pins 
for Stakis* future; The com¬ 
pany was weighed down with 
debts of more than E200 mil¬ 
lion while many of its lenders 
were minded to-push it into 
receivership to recover their 
money quickly. 

Yesterday's reorganisation 
takes Stakis off the critical list 
after a long and valiant fight 
by Sir Lewis Robertson, the 
c hairman. Hie £50 mflKn m 
disposal of Ashbourne 
Homes and the £28 million 
rights issue will reduce debts 
to less than£120 million. Just 

-ag -imptwlanily th«> .tending 

syndicate has been re du ce d 
from from 21 banks to nine, 
which are all committed to 
the group's future. 

Admittedly Stakis has been 
restored to shaky convales¬ 
cence rather titan rude 
health. The interest cover in 
the current year win still be 
less than two times, and 
while stated grazing is 42 per 
cent that wifl rise to more like 
55 per cent when foe hotels 
are revalued in September. 

The group though has two 
businesses mat are generar- 


about the damage the reces¬ 
sion has wreaked on Britain’s 
ability to create wealth. It 
suggests that the country will 
have to undergo a structural 
adjustment before real 
growfo is underway. In the 
eighties, consumer spending 
was tiie driving force behind 
growth. Now Britain's man¬ 


ufacturing sector must lead 
the way with exports, and 
import substitution. 

In foe short term, however, 
imports are threatening to 
flood in as consumer confi¬ 
dence returns. This, coupled 
with likely further interest 
rate cuts, means the outlook 
for sterling is negative. 
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ing cash even in a recession 
and has few capital spending 
commitments. Yesterday’s 4p 
rise in tiie shares to 45p 
reflects the City’s relief that at 
least one casualty has beat 
avoided. 

MFI 

TRY as it might. MFI will 
not be able to improve its fig¬ 
ures until an economic recov¬ 
ery begins. Consumers will 
steadfastly refuse to pay £500 
or more for a fitted kitchen or 
bedroom until they fed more 
secure about foear jobs. 

A sharp downturn in busi¬ 
ness following Blade Wed-' 
nesetey did not hdp foe inter-, 
im figures. More wonyingty, 
sates in the critical January 
period are also tower than 
last year. The traditional sate 
bonanza after Christinas usu¬ 
ally contributes 30 per cent of 
annual turnover. 

There are some avenues for 
growth, even without an up¬ 
turn. Sates per square foot 
have risen 12 per cent in 
MJFTs 55 refurbished stores. 
Further reductions in foe cost 
base, particularly in systems 
and space utilisation, are pos¬ 
sible. Expansion in foe£l bil¬ 


lion upholstery market, 
which currently accounts for 
less than 5 per cent of MFI 
sates, is planned. 

This is all interesting stuff 
but it is just tinkering at tire 
edges. Despite foe manage¬ 
ment’s best efforts, real 
growth is dependent on eco¬ 
nomic revival- And there is 
no sign of that yeL Patience 
will have its reward—a small 
rise in sales will have a big 
impact on the bottom line. 

Lasmo 

THE sudden departure of 
Chris Greentree as chief exec-' 
'utive of Lasmb has uncom¬ 
fortable echoes, of Bob Hat¬ 
ton's untimely exit from BP 
last June, swiftly followed fay 
a dividend cut The City now 
expects Lasmo to halve its fi¬ 
nal dividend, which would be 
a prudent move. Gearing is 
dose to 80 per cent and un¬ 
less higher oil prices come to 
its rescue, the company 
would be wiser to spend its 
money reducing debt 

The appointment of Mr 
Darby is likely to be well re¬ 
ceived. But tiie share price 
will remain jittery until foe 
fate of foe dividend is known. 
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Wheeler’s job 

ib bhiff called 

STEPHEN Wheeler , prev i- 
austy chief investment manag¬ 
er for UK equities at Friends 
Provident where he bad re- 
- sponsibility for more than £3 
trillion, has finaQy had his 
bluff called. Wheeler, a re¬ 
nowned maverick, sent a 
lengthy letter to Graham Ash- 
ley, head of foe institutional 
department at Greig Middle- 
ton. foe broker, daimingthat 
he could transform the firm's 
research department “He 
said he could really make it 
bum,” says Brian Torn, one of 
Ashley's colleagues. The letter, 
against all foe odds,, hit the 
right note and Wheeler, 40, 
4 began his new job this week, 
r Ashley, who has described 
Wheeleras “an On guxal think¬ 
er, holding views that are often 
considered controversial", will 
continue as the department's 
■number one. He says: “Our 
reputation for research is 
growing, and it has been dear 
for some time that a full-time 
head of research was ne eded." 
That growing reputation for 
research was farther fuelled 
two weeks ago by the recruit¬ 
ment of Barry Dramas from 
BZW to cover international 
drink companies. Dravere. 
who had switched, from sales 
to corporate finance at BZW, 
has returned to bong a spe¬ 
cialist salesman at Greig 
^ Middleton.. 

Heseltine watch 

MICHAEL Hesdtme will be 
watching more anxfousty than 
most the response to this 
morning's publication of foe 
much-leaked report on the 
future of the British coal mar- 
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kers Yorkton Securities, is not 
one to let time pass him fay. 
instead of gazing out of win¬ 
dows on foe daily train jour¬ 
ney to and from work, he has 
spent the idle hours writing 
ms first novel Goldscon. The 
sttnyiice may yet turn out to be 
nrarerthetrathfoanfiction— 
gold production fells in Africa, 
central banks accept foe folly 
of being booked on the dollar, 
woriddebt leads to the dejac¬ 


ket from the aflparty Com¬ 
mons’ trade and indust ry com - 
mittee. The trade secretary, 
whose: own political future 
rides on the outcome of the 

coal enquiries, got an advance 

taste of foe reaction yesterday 
a t a glittering gathering of tiie 
industrial great andthegood. 
H award Davies, the Confed¬ 
eration of British Industry's 
director-general, prompted 
'gates of laughter from his au¬ 
dience in Westminster's swish 

QE2 conference centre when 
he insisted that foe joint CBI 

and DTI initiative to promote 
innovation in industry was not 

about foe DT* 10 

wirmeis. “As tive httie local dif¬ 
ficulty” with the coal industry 
had proved, "foe DTI even 
finds it difficult to pick losers, 
he said- But Hesdtine. who 
had slipped over the road to 
the C ommons for yet another 
Maastricht vote. missetT P*- 
vies* conducting line: ’Tnars 

foe end of a beautiful relation¬ 
ship with the DTI." 

Golden words 

P ETER Mitter. head of mm- 

ing research ar Canadian bro- 


the worid price soars. Average 
price: in the year 2005 is 
$3,000 an ounce! A u seful 
glossary helps foe novice with 
strange mining terms, and 
there is modi fun to be had in 
identifying foe mining houses 

and personalities on which 

Goldscan might be based. 
Miller, still train travelling, is 
now imo his second and third 
books. The gold price, and 
Milter, should go for. 

NEGOTIATING wfe® insur¬ 
ance for the workplace is not 
usually uppermost in the 
minds of CUy analysts when 
they sign an employment con¬ 
tract Bid one media analyst 
at James Capel-learnt , to Ids 
cost that trading floors can be 
as dangerous as building 
sites. Gay Lamming was pin¬ 
ned to the floor last week by a 
large cabinet as he di scussed 
share tips on the telephone. 
Td left the bottom drawer 
open and the top one came 
open in sympathy, which top¬ 
pled it over." he explained. 
"None of my colleagues came 
to my assistance, they just 
stood armmd laughing like 
hyenas." Eventually'Lamming 
was set free and letbed to.ha s- 
pitaifar a check-up, "in easel 
needed to sue anybody’. 

MEUNDA WlTTSTOCK 


From M. J. Lawrence 
Sir, AH tiie fuss about rate cuts, 
and foe barifcspasang on such 
cuts to foe customer, seems to 
have obscured one aspect that 

E ails in all the other mar- 
on wbMh my firm advises. 
When interest rates general 
ty decline, so do spreads. So 
with 15 per oent base rates, for 
example, a 5 pea: cent spread 
between investor (paid 12b 
per cent) and borrower (pays 
17*2 percem) is a 33 percent 
mar gin. With base .rates at 6 
per cent the same margin 
implies a 2 per cent spread 
between investor and borrow¬ 
er. A maintained spread .fe 
now an 83 per cent margin. 

This can also be viewed 
from the perspective-of my 
father-in-law wno, at foe high¬ 
er Tates; was rec eiving 2^i 
times tiie banks' return on 
money lent, and, at tire lower 
tatesi his multiplier should be 

foe same. However a ^ance at 
the banks’ notices to customers 
shows that his multiplier is 
now about 0.6 times. Whose 


money is it? Why should 
investors receive less for tend¬ 
ing money to the banks than 
tiie hawlre mfllcp foemsdveS? 
Ultimately any credit dries that 
the banks take fell on investors 
as much as shareholders. 

On another subject it is 
defightfal to read that the gilt 
market still employs people 
who believe that it is run 
entirety so that titey can make 
money without risk. Stating 
that rates should not have 
been cut until after the market 
had oovered shorts and were 
long -tepmc a parochial view 
when tiie losers would be tire 
taxpayers, paying the higher 
rate on such timing. It is a pity 
the source was not named — 
such stupidity deserves to be 
taken actyantage of. 

Yours faithfully. - 
M. J. LAWRENCE. 
Managing Director, 
Euromarkets Advice 
& Research Service Ltd., 
Church House. 

Tregynon, 

Powys. 


Bank charges for vintage share certificates 


From Mr John Hamilton ■ 
Sir, like Mr Noble who 
(Business Letters, January 21}. 
reported on the receipt of the 
letter from Barclays. I too lave 
received a similar lelter from 
Barclays.: again quoting a 
quaiteify charge of £5.87, 
indusive of VAT. 

I inherited the trusteeship of 
an estate and was unaware of 
any trust documents lodged 
with the.bank I wrote to 
Barclays and asked for an 
explanation. 

In reply, the lank sent me 
three batches of share certifi¬ 
cates: firstly, five share certifi¬ 
cates of one company issued 
on-June 25. 1914; secondly, 
three certificates of a second 
company issued bn July 6, 
1920; and thirdly, a gem was 


six certificates of a 4b % band 
loan of 1909 of a Russian 
railway, bearing Inland Reve¬ 
nue impressed stamps dated 
April Iff L9I0. 

I can certainty, therefore, 
wueb for the effiriency of foe 
safe custody fedfities and won¬ 
der what other gems may have 
lain undisturbed for many a 
year and are now- about to 
become nice little earners for 
banks. : 

However. Barclays -ended 
their letter to me: “We believe 
these are vahtetess." £5.87 per 
quarter — for what? 

Yours faithfully. - 
J.R. HAMILTON, 

Chartered acoountant and 
registered auditor, 

42 Upper Berkeley Street, ■ 
Wl. 


From MrC. W. Davis 
Sir, In the mid-Sixties, a USA 
industrialist in Meuoo City 
(one of my clients) telephoned 
the US embassy in Mexico 
City to inquire about USA 
manufacturers of machines 
that make screws. He was 
advised to come to tiie embas¬ 
sy library in Mexico City and 
to took it up in foe Thomas 
Register, a comprehensive list¬ 
ing of US manufacturers. 

Upset, he telephoned foe 


sies. That afternoon, each of 
these conntries sent out teams 
of manufacturers’ representa¬ 
tives with brochures in Span¬ 
ish and English, and experts 
on financing any purchase. 
Way to go! 

CHARLES W. DAVIS, 

40 Saffrons Road. 
Eastbourne, 

East Sussex. 


Income blow to sales 

From RA. Harrison 
Sir. Beside the pessimistic 
article “Fall in sales hits recov¬ 
ery hopes” (January 21) you 
draw a graph which shows 
that retail sales have been on 
an upward mend since foe 
middle, of 1991 and in fart 
were at an alltime high at tiie 
end of 1992. Yes, there has 
been a small downturn since, 
but hardly a significant one. 

If retail is not doing so well 
as it might someone ought to 
remember that one in four of 
the peculation is ovff 60. These 
people rdy on investment in¬ 
come, which has halved over 

population, is it*axty wonder 
retail spending is taking a 
knock? If you warn spending to 
increase, put interest rates up. 
Yours faithfully, 

R. A. HARRISON. 

3 Prior Croft Close, 
Camberiey, Surrey. 
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T lhii week The Times'im joined forces with The Sunday Tima 
to introduce you to notaptety, the fiueiratnig hobby of 
coDcctmg paper money. 

In Uk last two yean, 20 new eutem European nations have 
emerged and with them a host of new banknotes. 

To mark tins changing ftce of eastern Europe. The Tima h 
giving away two fioa-budmotes: an historic twenty-dinar note 
from the former republic of Yugoslavia and a fifty-dinar note 
from Bosnia-HoracgovfauL 

In addition readers are invited to take advantage onheSundtp 
Tima Second International Currency Collection. Save £1 off a 
special presentation wallet (pictured above), containing twelve 
banknotes from the former Eastern bloc coun trie s and the USSR 
(normally £6.95), and receive a free 
sixteen page banknote album. 

Tb obtain your two free banknotes, 
simply collect eight different Tokens 
from those printed in The Timer until 
Friday February S. Token 5 appears 
here. Or, collect all ten tokens to 
receive these notes and a free Sunday 
Times International Currency Collec¬ 
tion Album, and the opportunity to 
purchase the presentation wallet for 
only £5.95. Full details wffl appear 
next week. 
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European 91.93 9*39 - 028 091 

-OO-ACC 9499 101.70 - OJO 091 

luua income 27160 ms« • 040 4.10 
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FUUnclal 99.40 10680 - OJO 078 
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Kn«dptolloloc 8*45 9160 - CUE 163 
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-do-ADC 7543 77.77 - 065 722 
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Ja pan tto : 9 *a> ktuu * zxs ... 

NmAmcrtan 24130 Z *40 - L 70 045 

padac 30410 32480 * 3 . 10 ... 
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Sain Cm ... ... .. 

European 31760 XMJor • 040 053 
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FO Bib MW. EH 15 IEW. 

miMB 

Glottal Adv Inc H IS 3316 *010 165 
do-MX 3458 3 U 6 * OJO 165 

bcAdelnc 7*24 * 010 M3 

do-ACT 29.12 1087 « an 443 

HAMBROS UNIT TRUST MANAGERS 
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HaflanmiMF moro hum ... *33 
n Amer sajudr - 3420 < 06 * - on a *3 

UKEtjoKj ' El 17 18.48 - 4 JJ* ZOO 

LAURENCE KEE^UIOT TRUST 
MANAGEMENT 

1 Wtfc HanXsrOJtolqB SSI. 07149759** 
income GO kk 5077 sum -0J4 4«2 

LEGAL A GENERAL lit MANAGERS 
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-dD-Acc 10033 10495 -CUB 735 
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do-Acc 9261 9768 * 127 ... 
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TARGETTRUST MANAGERS 
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EDINBURGH UNIT TRUST MANAGERS 
DmwMui House. 97 Hmto T mmcr. 
EdatoxSh EHIZ 5 HD-B 3 ISIS 1000 
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CrtTutlilne 
High Dm 
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mil uiuiuie 
Paflflc 

Smllr jbjjCos 
Totyo 
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Coanvyia 2,100 
Cm Union 1600 
Coimsuids 441 
De 12 Rue 130 
Eng China 878 
EnierprOU 3.(00 
FIsdtu 3.700 
Feme 6JW0 
GRE 1.700 
OUS A 594 

Gen ACC 1.100 
Gen Elec 7.n» 
GUtao 3600 
Granada 527 
Grand Met 3.I0Q 
Guinness £300 
HSBC £500 

Hanson 5200 
ia 818 

Inttrape 599 
Klneflsher 1600 
KwiRSUve 12 ) 
LASMO 21600 
LaObrofce 6200 
Und Secs 059 


Legal ft Gn 
Lloyds Bk 
MBCanln 
Marks Spr i 
NFC 

NaWst BL 
N« Power : 
Nth WSt W 
Ndmn Fds 
PftO 
Pearson 
ProerGen . 
Prudential 
RTZ 

RaafcOi? 
Recun Col 
Redland 

Reed Uni 
RenioUl 
Reuters 
Rothmans 
Ryl ins 
RyT Bk Scot 
SainaDuiy l 
Soot Hydro 


UHJO 11070 - 040 ... 

17020 18060 - am IJB 

3457 37*01 -OH) 166 

157.70 16440 + 1.40 L 19 

9*40 22250 - 160 464 

133.10 I 4 L 40 - 040 *12 

301.40 12020 + OIO LOl 

1*34 81 491 - 022 119 

51-46 5468 - 012 OJS 

49 96 S 3 .IJI *041 ... 


Scot ft New 559 
Scot Power 2-503 
Sears 4400 
Svm man 1.700 
Shell Trans 1700 
Slebe 2 X 00 * 
SmKlBch 1,503 
Smith Nph 801 
Smith (WH) 1200 
SUiemElec 412 
stdcuamt i.«n 
SunAUnce 1.400 
71 Gp 736 

TSB 7,900 

Tate ft Lyle i jo 
T esco 8 joo 
Thames w IXX» 
Thm EMI 1.400 
Tomkins 2 X 00 
Unilever 771 

um EU 5 C 871 

vod alone 4.100 
weUcome Ijoo 
Whlnxl-A- 446 
wiims Hid 1200 
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New York (midday); 

Dow Jones- 3299.22 (+7J3) 

SAP Compcrate- 433.41 (-OJO) 

Tokyo: 

NajceiAt^e- 17063.411*553.73) 

Hong Kong: 

Hang Seng-5304.5 (-135.39) 

Amsterdam: 

CBS Tendency-972 (-0.5) 

Sydney: AO- 1526.7 (-s.il 

Frankfurt: 

DAX- 1567.84 |*552l 


FT 30 share: — 
Brussels: 

General- 

Paris cac- 

Zorich: SKA Gen 

London: 

FT A AjtSbsm- 

FT 500 —-- 

FT GoU Mines- 

FT Fixed Interest — 
FTGcvtSecs- 


SEAQ Vdame - 

liSM IDaswnni 


— 2184.8 (-2JZ) 

579057 (-12.60) 

- 471i5 (-3.87) 
-457.0 (-2.0) 


- 1368.48 (-5 391 

- 1509.35 (-6.13) 
-69-3 t*l-S) 

— 109.76 W)^q 

— 94.83 (*0J8) 
-35017 

— 828.9m 
_ 127.70 1*0.54) 


First Dealings Last Dealings Lasr DecJaradon For Sefflemeni 

JatBuiy25 F c b r mu y 12 May6 May 17 

G>II options woe taken out on 28/1/93: AS DA Assx (BSRi. BeOway. BM Group. Br 
Data Management. Casket. Hausne Wts. LASMO. Nai West NMC Group. P&P. 
tauas. Premier Cote CU Rhino. Sage, wflstaw. 

Pms BM Group: lep,Trio. Pbb a Cafis: BM Gmop. Promer Cots 03.Shandwtdr. 


FT-SE100 

Pievkn open intezese 51333 

Three Month Sterling 

Prorfausopen tuensc 275942 

Three Mlh EnrodoHar 

PievinsopeD i nmat 20798 

Three Mth Euro DM 

Previous open tannest 433492 

US Treasury Bond 

Previou* open ua e nat 802 

Long G ilt 

Previous open interne 66871 

Japanese Govmt Band 

German Govmt Bond 

Previous open intense 150237 

Three mofUh ECU 

Previous open interest 13733 

Euro Swiss Franc 

Previous open in terest: 39051 

Itafian Govmt Bond 

Previous open interest: 26500 


?- 3 j 


Open High Low QasrVoisxK 

2840.0 2858.0 2829J) 2836.0 6714 
2856.0 2856.0 285*0 285IS 2 

94.12 94.15 94.08 94.14 16458 

94 J 7 94.46 94J3 94.44 19871 - 

94J7 94.45 94J9 94-43 7480 

96.68 96.69 96.67 962)8 488 

96.46 96.48 96.45 96.48 304 

91.93 «L0i 91.88 92.01 4355! 

92.70 92.81 92455 92.8! 36249 


101- 28 47436 

102- 09 64 


Blisg3? 


Exchange index compared with 1985 was down at 78 £ 
Way's range 78.5-78.8). 











tdnuarv 2S 1993 Toe 29033 Cdt 154/9 
Put 13614 FFSECdt 2482 ht 2694 
•Laleifjrfc; seesriiy price. 


Feb 141 89 55 28 11 S': 

Msr 163 116 86 57 35 Zi 

Apr 102 134 107 77 54 38 

May 211 175 144 97 91‘i 69 1 * 

Jun 205 - 147 - 89 - 

FOR 

Feb 7 14 29 51 92 120 

Mar. 21 31 47 71 KG 129 

Aor 31 4S 65 86 MO J4J 

May 47 *a 6)'* 7b 99 127 IS7 

Jun s* - 90 - 147 


futures were slipping bad:'towards the middle of hs recent 
range after a faued attempt at an upside breakout. 


LONDON FOX 

COCOA 

Mar- 704-702 May_ 792-791 

May-714-713 W_ 807-805 

Jui- 727-726 Sep _8J3 SLR 

Sep- 740-738 Dec- S48-83S 

Dec. 758-756 

Mar - 779 BID Volume: 6167 

ROBCSTA COFFEE (J) 

Jan _— 473-671 Sep --887-B86 

Mar- 877-876 Ncv_ 897-895 

May_ 885-864 Jaa_915407 

Ju --874-873 Volume: 2795 

RAW SUGAR (PUB 

CCamuksw Oa _ 193093 JO 

Spot 1S4.6 Da_196-042.0 

Mar_191 O-SS.O Mar_ 107.095.0 

May i95JM3^ Mgy_)98.047J) 

Acs — 19(7.0444 Volume: 7 

WHITE 5UGAR (FOB) 

R««n Oa .— 244-2-43.7 

Sp« 263 Z Dec._ 2462-43 J 

Mar — 254A5J.7 Mar_ 247.7-42.8 

May . - 255 S-S5J May _ 251-247.8 
Aus — 259.7-59J Vofenur 1212 


LONDON MEAT FUTURES lSriWM? 

Sf“*“ cp. a. a rissggrt: 
ill !8s5 Ha ’ ■' vL^ii 


Ias-LOR (London With more and 

more Opec members displaying a wOUngness to 
trim produciian. pdas tape higher. - 

CRUDE OILS CSbarrel FOB) 

BrentPbysicaJ-;-ISjffl *0J5 

Bnm IS dayffeb)- - -18^0 -O-M 

Brem 15 day (Mail—--- 18.30 *0-35 

WTexm tnrennahatelMar) — 20.05 *045 

W Ttexas Inie rmeda i e (Apr) -- 20.10 *a45 

PRODUCTS (SMI) 

Spot CDr NW Earopc (pmape dcfirczy) 

P reronijn Gas.15_ BkL'J86M) QOsrlSSM 

GasoOEEC-17lf-2l 172 M 

Non EEC 1H Feb _ [74 (*3 . 175 (*2 

Non EEC IH Mar - I73(*l) 174(*1 

35 Fad Oil- 70(Rfd - 771-1 

Naphtha_ 178(*2) 130 W 

IFE FUTURES . 

GNIUd 

GASOIL 

Feb- 169.25-69-50 May— 169.0049^3 

Mar.__ 16925-69JO Jon — IWJ3069JS 

Apr - 169.0069^5 Jul -;. 169.0D69.25 

--- Vot 13254 

BRJE<n , 46.eOpn8 

Mar™_1S2»ISJ9 Juu-J&57SLR 

Ape - 18J7 SLR Jd - 18.52 BID 

Mir --18,47SLR . VdrWSIS 

UNUBADEDGASOUNC 

Feb- 19075-01 JO May— 199.0041250 

Mar—-,— I91W3J00 Jim —1«J»02JM 

Apr-JOTOMMO vot 300 

BIFFEX 
GN1 LCdfSKMM 

Jan 93 High: 1278 Um: 137$ Owe 1277 
.»*3 - JJOS F295 -im 

Mar 93 130S 1305 1306 

Ap9J 1310 1300- 1302 

VoL-209toa Qpentnfre348? Index 1279*4 


(OOdiOnUiKWpavdari LONDON METAL EXCHANGE SroloirWtolff 

CotoerGdeARftonnt-Caalt H90.OH9O5 ftufe 15W.0-15O&5 WtjiWOSO 

LOMKnwmxi—-28S.00-?S5.W 294.00-294 2S 28550 

ZtaeSpeeHlGde(Srt»«J - 10960-20965 11150-1 US-5 - 273025 

Zfefffoiiad-- 5905059100 59600-59650 ' I3SI0 

AJu mlntaim HIGdrg/tonaq 1I93JVI193 5 I214JM2I4J 477100 

NkU dimmed-S838JV5840G 5907.0-S910.0 MJ36 


GNI LONDON 
GRAIN FUTURES 
WHEAT 
(doKCJb 

Mar_13825 

May- 130.95 

Jun_140.70 

sep-nais 

Mur_— 112.10 

VcAane 136 

BARLEY 

(damCA) 

Mar-135 D5 

May- 136u20 

Sep-108.45 

No»_in.io 

J«_114.15 

Votome 169 

HHTWSOVA 
^ (d*W 

Ri_15&30 

Apr_ 15380 

Aw —____ I43J0 

Aug-144 JO 

rvf 


5%B1S»RB«S 

Jffl t. I993» jan2<3. IWJSdiemetva^ft7X>%“ 






PW—ffl-n«* eo51 
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EQUITY PRICES 25 
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Shares lose support 


ACCOUNT DAYS: Tk 

§ Forward bar^dnr aze 
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SIS 240 
128 . US 

as UQ 


[an January 18. Dealing end today. SCOntango day Monday. Setdement day Ftebruaiv 8 
on two previous business days. Prices recorded are ai market dose. Ctmnaes are calculated 
H«maits are madewhen a sock is ex-dividend. Changes, yields and pricSearnings ratios 
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Please take into account any minas signs 
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Big Blue and the 
little meanies 


I f things had only gone a little 
differently there would have 
been celebrations at IBM 
UK's headquarters in Ports¬ 
mouth this week. It marks the tenth 
anniversary since the company 
introduced the first personal com¬ 
puters to Britain, sparking off—as 
it did elsewhere in the world — 
what for once can genuinely be 
called a revolution in the way 
millions of people work. 

The PC generated such a huge 
new market for IBM that the 
company’s main worry at the time 
was whether it would be able to 
cope with the expansion fast 
enough. Ten years on. we know 
that 1BM had such a good idea that 
it hatched competitors so tierce it 
just couldn’t compete. 

Instead IBM was known this 
week not for its dever creation of 
the PC market but as the company 
responsible for the world’s biggest 
corporate loss of more than £3 
billion in 1992. 

Further ignominy followed as 
IBM shares fell following the 
disastrous financial results, while a 
few others in the computer industry 
rose. These included shares in 
Microsoft, a company whose 
initial success came only c 
because of IBM’S decision to 
use it to develop the operating 
system of the first PCs. 

As Microsoft approached a 
market capitalisation of £18 
billion, it temporarily took over 
from IBM (in stock market 
terms, at least} as the world's 
biggest computer company. 
David had not only beaten ^ 
Goliath, it had turned into him. "" 
This week IBM’s purgatory con¬ 
tinued: John Akers will step down 
as chief executive and the quarterly 
dividend is cut by 55 per cent “It is 
the right tone in IBM's business 
transformation to identify new 
leadership," said Mr Akers, who is 
also chairman of the company. 
Replacing him is expected to take 
up to three months. 

For those left at I BM — and there 
are now 300,000 employees com¬ 
pared to a 1986 peak of more than 
400,000 — poring over how and 
why it all went wrong is of little 
help. The show must go on, and it 
must emphasise the future. .Yester¬ 
day IBM UK marked the tenth 
anniversary of the PC with die 
publication of a report. New Hori¬ 
zons — the second decade of the 
personal computer. It will be sent to 


Ten years after the 
first personal 
computers, IBM is 
beset by rivals and 
looks slow on its 
feet Matthew' May 
assesses its chances 


thousands of business customers 
and indudes a questionnaire on 
what they expect in die future, 
though it is no doubt aimed equally 
at reminding them that IBM is not 
giving up. 

Despite the tide, much of the 
report is taken up with looking back 
at the past ten years. IBM gives 
itself a pat on the bade for creating a 
standard with the PC that “others 
could follow so easify”. 

True, but it certainly wasn’t 
planned that way. IBM spent 
much of die mid and late 1980s 


‘New products would 
arrive a year or 
so after they would 
have been a 
really good idea’ 


gnashing its corporate teeth over 
how everyone else was not so much 
following IBM but making ex¬ 
tremely successful and cheaper 
copies of its PCs. 

Even worse, when IBM dedded 
it would not be caught out again 
and launched the PS/2 range — 
intended as more advanced but 
proprietary replacement that could 
not be so easily copied as the 
original PC — competitors just 
continued with machines that im¬ 
proved on the old standard and 
customers continued to buy mil¬ 
lions of them. 

PCs now account for nearly half 
the world’s spending on comput¬ 
ing. according to research firm 
Daiaquest, while mainframes have 
dwindled to about 22 percent The 
proportion spent on PCs is bound 


to increase and IBM’s plans to 
bounce bade include making sure it 
is in on a PC boom that is being 
predicted for the consumer sector. 

Paul Mugge, head of IBM's 
research and development labora¬ 
tory in Boca Raton. Florida envis¬ 
ages new types of PC “taking a 
place in every house, car and 
handbag". 

Within ten years he predicts 
palm-sized computers will be able 
to send and receive information 
around the globe and, more 
ambitousiy, he believes that com¬ 
puters capable of human conversa¬ 
tion will become a reality. 

IBM has often been derided for 
being safe, boring and technically 
unexciting, qualities that were once 
admired in the corporate world, 
where the main concern was to 
avoid any possibility of ending up 
with a “duff* product No one ever 
got fired for buying IBM it was said 
and quite seriously. 

It also meant that IBM often 
missed the boat — typically new 
products would arrive a year or so 
after they would have been a really 
good idea. Shipping is a favourite 
metaphor for those describing 
IBM's woes — a ship out of 
] control say the fiercest critics. 

4 IBM has been referred to 

variously as an aircraft carrier, 
ofi tanker or battleship taking 
mites to change course while 
competitors in speedboats ad¬ 
just almost instantly to chang¬ 
ing conditions. 

The company once nick¬ 
named Big Blue wifi soon be 
Baby Blue, critics say, it will 
never be able to make the 
changes needed to be sufficiently 
competitive. 

Yet IBM is still the biggest seller 
of personal computers in the wo rid. 
with around 12 per cent of the 
market (though Apple is only just 
behind). And in mainframes IBM 
still has more than half the market 
The nearest competitor. Japan’s 
Fujitsu, is a distant second, with less 
than 10 per cent of the marker. 
IBM is now the Microsoft of 
mainframes, say the industry wits. 

Though the mainframe share of 
the market will continue to fall, 
analysts point to the provision of 
associated computer services as a 
possible bolthole for IBM. Areas 
such as facilities management can 
provide huge contracts, and profits. 
IBM recently signed up to takeover 
and run most of McDonnell Doug¬ 



Record breakers IBM's Olympic display could not reverse the world’s biggest corporate loss 


las's computer operations for the 
nexi ten years — a service for which 
it is charging dose to £2 bilion. 

IBM has also e n t ered into nu¬ 
merous joint ventures — a sort of 
scattergun approach. It has deals 
with Polaroid to develop instant 
electronic photography, with Sake 
for a wristwatch that can receive 
messages, and even with arch rival 


Apple to develop new types of PC 
software. Earlier this month IBM 
announced a joint venture with 
Blockbuster, a big US videoaore 
chain, to produce a system that will 
give customers a virtually unlimited 
choice of videos or music 
Instead of each store holding a 
limited selection of tapes and discs 
they wifi be electron really transmit¬ 



ted from a central database, with a 
customer’s copy being made on the 
spot 

The chances that all this activity 
will not throwup at least a few huge 
successes is remote. The question is 
whether IBM can adapt sufficcmfy 
fast to identify which are the 
winners it has backed before its 
rivaisdo. 


Japan 
| lines 

COMITTEK pmv «** **“•; j 
have slowed »a 

wortt hut m overpriced Japan i. 
thev are only just bcsiniutv 
IMI Computer tos !. 
nounced that rf . 

directly to customers m Ja¬ 
pan's previously i totaled - ,ntJ 
notoriously high-proed P*' r 
sons! computer market. 

NEC controls more than . 
half the Japanese market . 
has announced price rut* in : 

response to new ^ »■ 

computers introduced h j 
Comp**. IBM. Apple ai*» 
other American PC nwnulav* ; 
hirers. NEC uses a unique • 
proprietary system that "J : • 
compatible with the IBM 
design. j 

Screen query 

KENNETH Collins, who ; 
chairs the European Itarlw- : 
ment’s consumer protection 
committee- has called for an - 
enquiry “at European fowl j: 
to assess the risk* to young 
people of video games after a 1 
scries of reports about chijd- . 
ren suffering epilepsy w* 
afar playing them. He urged r 
the EC to enact “whatever ; 
measures arc necessary”. 

Making millions , 

COMPAQ Computer, the ; 
world's fourth-targest person 
al computer manufacturer, 
has reported profits up hy 
more than 60 per cent. In . 
1992 it made £140 nullum up 
from £86 million in 1991. ' 
Last year Compaq launched , 
80 computer models and 
doubted its Dumber of sales : 
outlets. In October it an- ; 
nounced it would cut 10 per :* 
cent of Us work force and :: 
embark on a towfriee strata- ,• 
gy to meet competition in the •<• 

I pers ona l computer industry. [; 

Down the tubes j! 

THE Csech government has j; 
asked Sure to take a stake in 
a financially troubled stale- \\ 
nm gfess-maker. Sony hw yet {■ 
to make a- decision. Inc J* 
company was negotiating I; 
with Glass Tetevis&fl Compt* ji 
nentsas a possible stropHer of !; 
cathode-ray tubes for trie- jj 
vision screens for Sony TV J: 
sets made in Europe j ; 


ES What is now 

the most efficient way 
to collect regular payments 
from your customers abroad? 


■* ‘Company has centralised cash management, 

* Nthn 

1 a ~iswer is the new Barclays International 
Direct % St Service. There is no more efficient system 
to colli laments in Europe and around the world 

VsJliP'. 

and Bares IS is the first to introduce it. 


Barclays International Direct Debit Service saves 
money both for you and your customer. It gives you 
greater control over cashflow forecasting, less paperwork, 
lower administration costs and more efficient Treasury 
management. 

Barclays International Direct Debit Service is 
state-of-the-art technology. For more information 
about this service please contact David Hennah 
on (0203) 532 563 or Paul Reilly on 
(0203) 532 583. 


BARCLAYS bank PLC. BARCLAY5 GLOBAL PAYMENTS, PO BOX 120, 
LONG WOOD CLOSE, WESTWOOD BUSINESS PARK* COVENTRY CV4 SJN. 
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Hi BARCLAYS 


9 OX awr com acrosa tl»c <iaaelaao. Och. Oat 00 you dirty thing. * laughing*. «ti m*k aba cm da wifch. If» cm*. 1 
jC2 01 • got • bolt ia cht u<h at bar hoo ia <laugblag> aart of thing t/latghing*. «k> Vail X Hwuld think aha haa.. [It** c 
<3 01 .. Soon beva to puc a bit at blade thing, *fci«fc * black, t h i ng ^laughing* Xaali '/laughings. «)> In wy bon artery *■!*• 
■Cl u if Mould ba a Seat* aacrat. <2* Ue, imqgloyad dirty old thing, <laughiag*llvjLng in a caravan, with a big dog Sorry 

|Cl OX tbuab ea tba *. no do, do this alotly, waking eba whole thing Lagato. *2* «pl*y «J» Tha tfojwfc A a. da. ye*. 

ta 01 2 w< X <a> «tmclaar> «l> Ifiqr? <2* bacauaa it will ba ona thing laaa to do < 1 » Oby do you ■*»* cuodaftr* m» ctnclcai • 

*B OX houaa <onclaar>l <1* ho'* got portable video T V Uctla ebiog like ar Ilka the aony com on Virgin. «*'* got thran 


Just the thing from co mput er is ed lines of recorded speech, researchers can study simple words in their contexts! 

English as it is really spoke 


A t the offices of 
Longman, the publish¬ 
ers. lexicographers are 
feeding into computers the 
conversations of a garrulous 
dinner lady from Hackney, a 
company director from 
Newcastle upon Tyne and a 
cockney cabinet maker with a 
penchant for saury words. 

The conversations, which 
should eventually cover the 
chatter between about 2,000 
people, form part of the big¬ 
gest study into spoken, as 
opposed to written. English. 

Across Britain, 150 individ¬ 
uals are on the prowl with 
hidden microphones and cas¬ 
settes to record the English 
language as it is spoken. 

The research forms part of 
die British National Corpus, a 
project involving Longman, 
Oxford University Press and 
Lancaster University, which 
aims to collect millions of 
written and spoken English 
words. It is being partly fund¬ 
ed by the trade and industry 
department 

- Longman hopes the find¬ 
ings wfll help compilers of its 
dictionaries, to list words and. 
their meanings more accurate- 
ly. “This kmd of research . 
would be impossible without - 
computers,” says Della Sum¬ 
mers, director of dictionaries 
at Longman, based in Har¬ 
low, Essex. 

Ms Summers says the essen¬ 
tial difference between this 
and previous studies is tbe 
sheer volume of spoken words 
being collected. “We expect to 
have 10 million by the time we 
have finished, whereas others 
have about half a million.” die 
says. The project, which began 


A computer project aims to analyse 
the way we use everyday words 


in 1991, should be finished 
next year. 

. People participating in the 
scheme are asked to switch on 
the recording machines dur¬ 
ing the day when at home, in 
tire street or at work. Tapes are 
transcribed and the words fed 
into a computer for analysis by 
lexicographers. 

Tbe computers allow the 
researchers to examine word 
meanings, the context in 
which they appear and how 
often that vwrd is spoken. For 
example, they can call up the 
word “mackerel” on to the 
computer screen along with 
the 20 .words preceding and 
following it during a conversa¬ 
tion. “They can look for how 
often expressions such as 
‘throw a sprat to catch a 
mackerel’ come up, and so 
on.” Ms Summers says. 

S o for two million spoken 
words haw been collect¬ 
ed made up of about 
20.000 individual words or 
word forms, (watch is a 
word... watches, watched, 
etc, are word forms). The most 
popular- not surprisingly, are 
such words as “and”, “er”, 
“the”, “if* and “you”. 

Some words are used more 
frwjuentfy in speech than in 
written English. The research 
indicates that the word “real¬ 
ty" is spoken about six time 
mote than it is written. Mean¬ 
ings vary too. 

"If you look at the word 

“like’, you may intuitively think 


AST Super VGA 386, £695. 

Please compare these Morse prices. AST 
Bravo 25MHz 386 3/2SS model with 80Mb 
dis k , 2Mb HAM, Super VGA colour display, 

Includes MS Windows 3T, MS Mouse. DM * ■« 

5,0- HR? £995, Morae price £695. AIso C & ■ * B T E R 
Bravo486SS25, $0Mb disk, 4Mb RAM, Windows, mouse £890 
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78 High Holbom, London WCl. 071-831 0644 


that the first and most fre¬ 
quent meaning is the verb and 
the equivalent of the French 
amie .. it is not.” Ms Sum¬ 
mers rays. “It is actually the 
preposition, as in ‘she walked 
like a dude*.” 

Most people believe the 
word “see" & most frequently 
used In relation to vision or 


using one’s eyes. The record¬ 
ings shows that in speech ihv 
word pops up most frequent lv 
as “I see", meaning to 
understand. 

The preliminary findings 
also indicate that, unlike the 
written language, people from 
so-called tower social classes 
use the spoken language in 
very similar ways to members 
of the so-called middle and 
upper classes. 

Nick Nuttall 



Confused? 

Arejwntteja^tr^owreafl^fltersafbi^? 
G®‘t ^ software |W need for jot reqairtteants? 


Dedicated to software, entirely 
JMgon-free.and inducting step 
by step guides to using various 
softw** packages. The Software 
Magazine »locally user-friendly 
and essentia] re adin g 


It's got everything >o» Wi 

fcnuw about software, n.. 

matter what computer vui 
»n a language you under m 
plain Englvdi. 
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TELEVISION page 28 


Lenny Henry: his new 


BBC 1 series Chef! has 


~all the makings of a 


. comedysuccess 


CINEMA page 29 


Louis Malle: his latest 


film, Damage, released 


next week, was made 


against doctors’ orders 


GALLERIES: Richard Cork on tfoe.fir$t British show of Chicano art, by Americans of Mexican descent 
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Three portraits by C6sar A Martinez: Drawn from die street-wise characters he grew np with, they seem to be posing in photobooths; but their uniform “cool” cannot hide a beleaguered weariness 


T hey call the border a waQ. 
an abyss, an umbilical 
cord, a war-zone and an 
open wound. The border, 
that is. between Mexico and the 
United States — the only territorial 
line dividing an affluent indus¬ 
trialised nation from the Third 
World. A border culture springs up 
there. like a scab stmgglingto form 
over a haemorrhage which can 
never, finally, be stemmed. And the' 
boundary itself nags at the con¬ 
sciousness of American artists try¬ 
ing to make sense of their Mexican 
descent in the work they produce 
today. 

These Chicanos. who acquired 
their name during the politicised 
1960s as a way rtf defining their 
troubled identity, have a distinctive, 
presence in the border states of the 
USA. Almost unknown in Britain 
until now, 11 of them have been. 
brought over to Manchester's 
Comerhouse Gaiety from San 
Diego, Texas and Los Angeles, 
Together, they blast a hole in our 
wall of ignorance about a vigorous, 
but inevitably marginalised move¬ 
ment in modem American ait. 

Not that they should beseen as a 
tightly-knit group, united by a 
common manifesto and a shared 
way of seeing: The exhibition's lay¬ 
out stresses individuality rather 
than a collective harmony. Some 
rejy on traditional painting and 
print-making, others on multi¬ 
media installations. Autobiograph¬ 
ical references fuel a few of die 
contributions, while elsewhere a 
reliance cm more reportorial view¬ 


points gives die show a documenta¬ 
ry flavour. 

Even at their most removed from 
private experience, though, the 
artists are dearly full of rnnflirr, 
bewilderment and pain. Take die 
first room, where Richard Lou and 
Robert Sanchez have lined a nar¬ 
row corridor with extracts from the 
San Diego Union Tribune. The 
dippings concentrate on stories of 
rarasm, not onlyin riot-torn areas rtf 
the USA but Europe aswelL On the 
wan above diem. a. quotation from 
the Chicano writer and perfor¬ 
mance artist . Giufienno G6mez- 
Pefia confesses that “1 feel, right 
now, that we are equidistant from 
Utopia and Armageddon." 

But the stories bdow offer a more 
pessimistic verdict The corridor 
leads into a darkened room where 
newspaper cuttings, always weari¬ 
some to read in galleries, give way 
to video monitors. Projecting from 
blade walls, where drawings of 
dosed doors frame rubber gloves 
heavy with sand, the screens relay 
interviews with workers about to" 
cross the border. 


- If the malaise is laid barehere, by 
two artists who live on the San 
Diego/Tijuana border, their work 
is over-earnest and lacks any feeling 
of real human engagement. Next 
door, however. Max Aginlera- 
HeUweg focuses on the border 
people memsdves. They stare al his 
ca m era, half solemn and half 
defiant Sometimes. ________ 

fo^ hold amt _ 

butts,-lflce the out- ‘Tnp 

snebaxof“KmgCT . XA1V 
Hearts” lettuces jarp \ 

clasped as a tabs - exit: J 

man by one young A 

man. More often. UCWliU 

they appear shorn j 

of all props and. dilQ 

possessions. But the ■ 

most * powerful "" 
photograph shows a bey in baggy 
short trousers, posing solemnly 
with a|mnbo-rizetyre resting on his 
head &e a secular halo. 

Perhaps he has salvaged the tyre 
from one of the catastrophic car 
crashes painted by Cartas Almaraz. 
Before his untimely death from 
Aids, he fived in Los Angeles—the 


‘The artists 
are full of 
bewilderment 
and pain’ 


largest Mexican city after Mexico 
City itself. But bis vision has no¬ 
thing in -common with Hockneyls 
hedonistic celebration of LA swim¬ 
ming-pools. Almaraz is closer in. 
style to Edward Hopper, dosing in 
on the bleakness of flyovers and the 
miquscule cars thqr cany. Instead 
of Hopper's stillness, though. 

■ ■ Almaraz shows the 

vehicles plummet- 

rhsts 

ways m names. 

ill Of Apocalypse is 

1X1 equally dose at 

‘rmPfft hand in the large, 
llltvlll • forceful p aintin gs 
• j . by Gronk. Remini- 
tcUll scent of Philip Gus-/ 

ton at his most sin- 
ister, they show 
corpses heaped below an erupting 
volcano or flames shooting from a 
despoiled, soot-black landscape. 
The outspokenness of the paint¬ 
ings, and their size, suggests that 
Gronk also owes a debt to the great . 
Mexican muralists. He also has an 
obsession with the pervasiveness of 
death. 


Even when living people are 
depicted, in the paintings and 
prints of C&ar Martinez, they look 
.dourand defensive. His “Padiuco” 
series portrays tough-looking men 
from the border towns, aimed with 
sunglasses, swept-back hair and 
down-turned mouths. Drawn from 
the street-wise characters Martinez 
grew up with in the 1950s, they an 
seem-to be posing in photo-booths. 
But their uniform adoption of 
**cool“ cannot altogether hide a 
bdeaguered weariness. 

A similar aura of siege conditions 
gives Patssi Valdez’s canvases their 
unease. Surrounded by funereal 
Mack borders painted directly on 
die waH they show interiors Where 
Mexican customs are defiantly 
preserved in Los Angeles houses. 
Whenever windows are shown, 
though, they hint at conflagrations 
beyond. And within the rooms, 
dining-tables become transformed 
into battlegrounds. Candle flames 
are blown by winds from an 
unknown source, while wire glass¬ 
es teeter and chairs sway. 

The domestic altars sometimes 


glimpsed in the background of her 
paintings come to the fore else¬ 
where m the show. For Amalia 
Mesa-Bains is preoccupied with 
this feature of the Chicano home, 
and her melancholy installation 
uses it to meditate on displacement 
Dominated by a battered diest-of- 
drawers, the work seems stranded 
in no man’s land. The bottom 
drawers are open, and crammed 
with earth which spills across the 
floor near by. 

Pot-pourri is scattered there, too, 
filling the air with unexpected 
perfume. But its sweetness only 
accentuates the bitter flavour of a 
work displayed against a paint- 
spattered backdrop. Superfluously, 
words such as “psychic destruction" 
and “flux" have been inscribed 
there. 

For Celia Munoz, who grew up 
in the border town of El Paso, 
Texas, survival lies with the unions. 
Herwall-painting is festooned with 
the logos of women’s unions, and 
they are contrasted with the images 
of Carmen Miranda on the opp¬ 
osite wall with her face removed, 
this Hollywood stereotype is re¬ 
duced to a bundle of outrageous 
costumes and tbe familiar, fruit- 
heavy headdress: Exotic entertain¬ 
ment is over-schematically opposed 
to workers' solidarity, and Munoz's 
contribution lades the strong un¬ 
dertow of private feeling which 
gives Mesa-Bains her power. 

• Sin Frontisa: Chicano Arts from the 
Border States of the US at the 
Manchester Comerhouse (061-223 
7621) until March 14 


• SOL LEW1TT - DRAWINGS 
1958-1992: The reputation is fairly 
intimidating: not only the most 
famous American Minimalist, but 
inventor of the term Conceptual 
Art. Lewitt seems to combine in 
himself most of the things tradi¬ 
tionalists most distrust. However, 
his works on paper are very 
approachable. Although in some of 
the earlier examples he uses photo¬ 
graphs and collage, about 350 of 
them show his exquisitely sensitive 
response to colour and texture in 
pencil, ink and gouache. 

Museum of Modern Art 30 
Pembroke Street. Oxford (0865 
722733). Tues-Sal IGam-hpm 
(Thun to 9pm). Sun 2-6pm. until 
March 28. 

• LESLIE GIBSON: Though 
Gibson (1910-1969) worked main¬ 
ly in London and as head of the 
Stapleford Studio school near 
Salisbury, he was bom in 
Newcastle, which is no doubt the 
excuse for labelling this show, “A 
Northern Artist Rediscovered". At 
least he is well worth rediscovering: 
a quiet traditionalist he was happy 
in landscape, still-life and atmo¬ 
spheric scenes of everyday country 
me. He was also a brilliant 
draughtsman and printmaker. 
Hatton Gallery, The Quadrangle. 
Newcastle University. Newcastle- 
upon-Tyne (091-222 6057). Mon- 
Fri 10am-5.30pm. Sat I Oam- 
4.30pm, until February 27. 

• DECLARATIONS OF WAR: 
Even when people realise that the 
Imperial War Museum has a very 
extensive collection of art that the 
most committed pacifist could 
hardly fail to respond to. they 
seldom think of it as a collector and 
patron of contemporary art. This 
touring show underlines that role 
in the museum’s activities: every¬ 
thing in it has been not only 
collected but made since 1980. The 
artists, who include Gilbert and 
George, Michael Sandle. Peter 
Howson, Stephen McKenna and 
Jock McFadyen, are seen respond¬ 
ing to emergencies in the Falk- 
lands. the Gulf and of course 
Ireland. All are unexpectedly 
distinguished. 

Kettle’s Yard, Castle Street, Cam¬ 
bridge (0223 352124). Tues-Sat 
12.3Q-5.30pm, Sun 2-5.30pm, un¬ 
til February 28. 

• REG GAMMON: Possibly our 
oldest practising painter. Gammon 
paints away every day with undi- 
minished energy, evoking from his 
own experiences these richly, al¬ 
most expressionist:cally coloured 
scenes-of peasant life in Ireland, 
Scotland and Brittany. The youih- 
iulness and vigour bdy the artist's 
99 years. 

New Grafton Gallery, 49 Church 
Road. Barnes. SW13 (081-748 
8850) Tues-Sal 10am-5.30pm. 
Until February 27. 


Overture to fresh success 




John Russell Taylor reports from Canada 
on the impressive and long-awaited 
operatic debut of director Robert Lepage 



Robert Lepage: his operatic debut suggests he need 
have no fears about tackling any opera m the repertoire 
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Bom Friday 5th February, Information 
Technology Appointments will appear within the 
established,, weekly editorial focus: 

infotech 

To place your advertisement or for 
further information please call The 
Appointments Team on: 

TEL: 071-481 1066 
FAX: 071-481 9313 


F or several years now, foe 
Canadian theatre direc¬ 
tor Robert Lepage has 
been carding round opera. He 
has had many offers, includ¬ 
ing one to direct the complete 
Ring with which Toronto’s 
new opera house was sim- 
posed to open. However, he 
refused even before the-bufld- 
ing had been cancelled, feel¬ 
ing that he would like to ease 
into opera with something 
smaller and less ambitious. 

Small the woric in his debut 
double-bill for foe Canadian 
Opera Company in Toronto 
undeniably are. but unam¬ 
bitious? Study no other di¬ 
rector would see staging Barr, 
tots two-hander Duke Blue¬ 
beard's Castle and Erwanung, 
Schoenberg’s monodrama, as 
easing into the medium. 

Lepage has risen brilliantly 
to both challenges. They are 
staged in basically foe same 
setting, by Michael Levine, 
which places the action within- 
a literal gold frame, and in 
that a sharply raked acting, 
area matching foe forced per¬ 
spective of tbe walk. 

In foe Baitok the wall on the 
left is pierced by the seven fetal 
doors in foe Schoenberg the 
left wall vanishes into- dark¬ 
ness. and all that may be 
picked out in.the gloom is the 
right wafl. which proves able 
to bulge into' menacing 
chapes, to spew out phantas¬ 
mal characters at wilL 
J The staging of Bluebeard’s - 
Castle is deliberately; severe 
ami nntricky. For foe most 
part all Victor Braun and Jane 
Gilbert have to do is to stand 
there and ang, which they do 
very expressively, in Hungar¬ 
ian. And murh of foe score’s 


. most expressive music is left to 
foe orchestra, magisterially di¬ 
rected by Richard Bradshaw. 

Envartung is something else 
entirely. At the. beginning it 
seems that Lepage is taking on 
behalf of the audience ded- 
fionsthey might Hoe to have 
taken farthemsdves. The soli- 
. tary character is first glimpsed 
in a straitjacket, with a shad¬ 
owy white-coaled, figure, 
vaguely resembling pictures of 
Freud, fitting taking notes in 
the background: we are listen¬ 
ing along with her psychiatrist 
to a woman's demented 
ramblings. 

-Ti to aay fears that this 
may explain away too 
U much are rapidly pul to 
flight by the sheer imaginative 
force of Lepage's invention. 
Rebecca Blankenship not only 
has the fonzudahle vocal line 
under control, bur also negoti¬ 
ates the lightning transitions 
from tenor to tranquillity, 
passion to burnt-out resigna¬ 
tion, with delicacy and 
conviction. 

The production is M of foe 
unmistakable Lepage magic. 
There is the terrifying moment 
when the 'wall first starts to 
come to life,- eledrifyingly 
sprouting above foe woman's 
head into something unname- 
able but deariy dangerous. 
There is the section in the 
middle where she is torment¬ 
ing herself with images of her 
lover's infidelities, and the 
male dancer who represents 
her sexual fantasies ndls na¬ 
ked down the shaiply raked 
stage like a tide retreating at 
her feet On this showing 
Lepage need haws no hesita¬ 
tion in undertaking The Ring. 


THE Royal Opera had 
planned a new Magic Flute 
next season to beproauced by 
John Dew. A degree of re¬ 
thinking took place after last 
season’s Les Huguenots deba¬ 
cle — Dew’s contribution was 
not generally'admired — and 
foe company was left with a 
contracted and expensive cast 
and no production. A solution 
has now been found: Martin 
Duncan’s recent staging for 
Scottish Opera wifl be moved 
down to Bow Street to save the. 
day. 

•THE Royal Academy’s an¬ 
nual report shows that more 
than one million people were 
drawn to Burlington House to 
view the 1991-92 programme; 
the bi g gest crowds came to 
see the Pop Art show and tbe 
Alfred Sisley retrospects. 
The academy has also an¬ 
nounced its 1992-93 pro- 1 
gramme: “Georges Rouault 
The Early Years. 1903-1920" 
will open in early March; 
“The Impre ssi o nist and the 
. City: Pissarro’s Series Paint¬ 
ings” follows the summer 
exhibition; and “American 
Art infoeTwentieth Century” 
opens in September. 

The academy was also able 
to announce a coup: the 
recently “discovered” Modi¬ 
gliani drawings will be on 
show in London in January 
1994. Meanwhile. Roger dc 
Grey, the RA president has 
launched an appeal to raise 
E7.8 million for the restora¬ 
tion and i mp rovement of the 
19dHxnturymam galleries. 

Discordant note 

FEW classic films have reaped 
as much' profit bri video as 
Disney's Fantasia: since its 
release in 1991. earnings have 
readied some $220 million. 
■Just as wen, since that is 
roughly the sum that Stravin¬ 
sky’s music publishers, Boosey 
& Hawkes, are requesting in 
damages. They, argue that the 
agreement made by Stravin- ■ 
sky and Disney in 1939 


Dew drop means 
Duncan does well 


V*.5£HD 


covered the use of his score in a 
cinema film dor a fee of 
$5,000). There was no men¬ 
tion in the licensing docu¬ 
ments of a video cassette, 
which had not been invented. 

Boosey*s suit, filed in New 
York last week, should please 


Stravinslcy's ghost, for he al¬ 
ways hated the tabloid edition 
of the Rite that Disney de¬ 
vised. The pictorial element 
(volcanic erputions. battling 
dinosaurs) he considered an 
“imbecility”, while his word 
for the soundtrack orchestra's 
performance was “execrable”. 
Maybe Disney should brace 
themselves for damage claims 
from foe rest of foe Fantasia 
team: Beethoven. Bach. Tchai¬ 
kovsky, Dukas. Ponduelli 
Mussorgsky and Schubert 


John Russell Taylor 


Last chance... 

AT FIRST Ian Judge’s revival 
of The Comedy of Errors-looVs 
as if it has been custom- 
designed by dour Brecht and 
bleak Bond. But then the 
production sweeps us into the 
world of Chirico. Dali and 
Disney for what, thanks to 
Des Banff's ability to play two 
Shakespearean twins in mark¬ 
edly different ways, turns out 
to be a gloriously celebratory, 
imaginative evening. Last 
chance to see what is generally 
regarded as one of the Royal 
Shakespeare Company’s fin¬ 
est recent efforts is at foe 
Barbican Theatre (071-638 
8891) tonight at 7.15pm and 
tomorrow, 2pm and 7.15pm. 



























28 ARTS 


LONDON 

THE SUEEPMG BEAUT* The fey* 
sJgnatw wo* iwums »ihe 
reomcm^banabsmnoisnyaxv 
ThB trwtiy revival comas #1 

Tcha*cwsfcV9 cemenav ye* 

Ram Opera House, Com Garden, 
WC3 (071-3401QW1511). loffvjnqw. 
7Xpm. 

iurrcUO Venn's storing metodrana 
nfapioiestart clergyman and ha 
*Mtera» wife t utumphantfy sU^ad 
ai Ctwwrt Genian under the ratable 
texts of director E^h Mosfinstw ara 
dealgrw Mfchaai Yeargen. with Sr 
Edawd Downee in the pt Joa6 
Carreras takas the lute ran? 

Roy* Opera House psaow). 
tonics, ?3Qpm 

JOHN MARTYN The *yjb<- 
songvnwr. who produced some cfasac 
atoms m tte 1970s. a an the road to 
promote CoiWht Love you More, an 
impresswe coflocwn m tomateed 
numbers from te repertoire 
Tom and Country Ch*. KUbum H^i 
Road (071-284 0SX3J. toreght. 7pm. 

SAM RIVERS The Amerean parcl 
ard tenor sat player has explored most 
avenues of fa2 rnuscinam Hues id 
tree tom. He ciays here wh tamo 
Jazz C&I6. Partway. NW1 (071-284 
43S6). Kxngtu, (omonow. 7pm 

AUSTRALIA DAY fiALA CONCERT 

Jos6 Caieras. who s ncs Auurafcan. 
ptoSSYCtete Mackerras. Yvrama 
t anry, John Wfoemo. Joneifran 
Summer;. Leslie Hwwrd and Joan 
CanJeo. fthoere. faragaUreuacal 
wtedrauon Proceeds go to tm 
AifcjraJtan Muscat Foundation end the 
Jose Carreras Inromaoonat Leirtaerrra 
Foundation (tekera E14-£75j 
Royal Opera House. Govern <3a(den. 
VJC3 (071-2401068). Sun. 7 30pm 

GIDON KREMER- The wrtuwo 
viofcwt gwes a ream ot sonatas by 
Scftmnoff (No 2j and 8ariH. (No 21. 
Schubin's Renew BiWurH. Dvorak': 
Four Romantic Pieces and Liszt'-s 
Grand Duo Conosrtarn on Lalont's Le 


□ BARNUU Agreeable strovriK 
muscat. »rth RaJ Nicholas wafcng the 
hq?nw9 Bouncy numbers fry CV 
Coleman and Michael Stewed 
Dominion. Tottenham Court Road. W1 
(071-580 0845) Mon-Sa.73Jpm.mahs 
Wed and Set. 3pm uomre. 

■ CAROUSEL Joanna Rkfing and 
Mchaet Hayden sta in a triumphant 
revival oi the Rodgers 6 Hammeraam 
targraund muscat. 

NattarwJ (LytMton). South Bank 5EI 
(071-9282252) Mon-Sat. 7 30pm, mas 
Wed. Sat 2.15pm IBOrms 

■ THE COMEDY OF ERRORS tan 
Judge's subfimety tumy production, with 
award- warning Desmond Band ptaytoQ 
both ponly twins. 

Barbican. S* Seen. ECS (071-638 
8881) Tonghl. tomorrow. 7 15pm mat 
tomorrow. 2pm KSrrvns 

B CYRANO DE BERGERAC Robed 
Lndsay looks nght as the nasally 
challenged hem but the production if 
too bustling to gtve emigh room to the 
tuh poignancy of tvs fate 
Theatre Royal Haymaker. SW1 (071- 
930 8800). fAw Sat. 7 30pm. mats Wed 
ana Sat. 2JWpm taomins. 

B THE DEEP BLUE SEA Ratngar S 
piay an ntatuaban gets rto (ugh ge» 
Strong pen ormancas by Penelope 
vwion and Unus Roacha: exemplary 
production by Kant Peas. 

AftnekM. Aknerta Street. N1 (071-359 
4404 1 Mon-Sal, 8pm. mat Sat 4pm. 
140tran& 

B HAY FEVER; Very lurry 
pertormances (nor ahvays where you 
expect) in Cowad’s excefrent comedy 
Aftwry. Si kton's Lane. WC2 <071- 
867)115) Mon-SaL 8pm. mats Thurs. 
Sar.3pm T50mrs 
B AN IDEAL HUS8AND Wilde s 
"insider dsakng" melodrama Some 
dated assumptions but stytishty done 
Globe. ETiaTustxiry Avenue. Wi (071- 
434 5065) MorvSaL7 45pm.man 
Thurs. 3pm. Sal 4pm I65rr«ns 
B IT RUNS IN THE FAMILY. Larks n 
the hosp4d common room: matron 
outraged, doctors Hmmoxed. Ray 


NEW RELEASES 

ANNABELLE PAFTTAGEE (18) Pens 
ballet student hesrares between lovers. 
Ferociously due sexual drama. Witter- 
di rector Francesca Comenoru. with 
Deiphne Zngg. Francois MothoureL 
MGM PkxadBy (071-437 3561) 

• BRAM STOKER'S DRACULA (18): 
Gary Oldman as tne Trarayliraraan 
legend. preyrag on Vfctonan London 
Vouafly audacious, ta* cold to the 
touch. Francs Coppola dveers. With 
Keanu Reeves, Winona Ryder. 
Barbican (071 -638 8B31) Camden 
Phna 1071-4652443) MGM Baker 
Street (071-935 9772) MGM Chelsea 
(071-352 50>3} Hotting HB Coronet 
<071-727 6705) Odeona: Kensington 
(0426 914666) Latcester Square (0426 
915683) Marble Arch (0426 9145011 
Screen on the Green (071 -226 3520) 
UO Whltetays (071-792 333?) 

TRIPLE BOGEY ON A PAR FIVE 
HOLE: 'Afriter gets entangled with 
eccentnc sfctoigs on yacht arc bng 
fAartfraitart 56mp«*rgstriom 
independent fifrn-mafeer Auras Fbe 
ICA (071-930 3647) 

CURRENT 

CHAPUN (12). AsMled imperscrweon 
c: ftabert Da-mey Jr. HA Richad 
Aaeriirreu^'s wry btograptucai epic 
never tKnetrates la nssta the man or 
rns career 

Barbican <071-638 08311 MGM 
Chetaea (071-352 509?i Octants: 


WEEKEND EVENTS 


A daily guide Id aits 
end entertainment 
compiled by Karf longht 


Man PBnHt C*eg Ma&rttsg 
acconganwsfwn 

Barbican, $» Street, EC2 (071-638 
8691). wmorrav. 7 30pm. 

REGIONAL 

BEDFORD Pnzswirmg vorae chfer 
The BgH«d of Hie Umehoun Rat 
lvnUQn and perfumed by Tm Newton, 
a myetaious rat-cairtw pasues an ovs 
giarf rodent through the dark places of 
Vkaortan London 

Bowen West ComnaaiRy Theatre. 
Lsnsdowne Road (0234 219333). 
langhLbxOHie«.8pm 

BiRMMGHAM- Ton Koapmens highly 
respected A a siw da m Baroque 
Oreheatre paftnns Bach's 
BraMerOutg Cariewtos (Nos 2-q m 
B kriBnflham and ei thftchapsl of Wng's 
Cofega, Carnbndge iseebetav) 
Symphony Had. Broad Sraet {021- 
212 3333), Sun, 230pm. 

CAMBRIDGE- (we SrmmgftMi) 

Arts Theefe*. 6 St EdwanTs Passage 
(0223 352000). tomonow. 8pm 

DERBY. Arc Dance Company 
presents Hie wort) prwraere erf Ante; 

Kim Brandstrup s new wort, based on 
ShHrespesre'a Hamlet The ts the fin! 
worl d prartareo! the Year ol Dance. . 
the East MWandS-based kstnal. 
Playliouaa, Eagle Centre (033? 

363275), tonight, tomorrow, 7 30pm. 
GLASGOW-iretaKfs most 
cwranerctaBy successhi group The 
Saw Doctare begma a nabmnde tour. 
The* twangy guler, Hammond organ, 
and rootsy ma ndoovoased muse hare 
butt up corrsiderafafa appear on (Me «fe 
ottna Irish Sea 
Barrowtands {041-552 4601), 
ramonoK. 730pm 


THEATRE GUIDE 


ot theatre showing In la 
■ House fuB, returns only 
B Sotno —ale wllrtiln 
□ Seats ai all prices 


OMney (aice wth lots ollao^e. 
Ptayhouse. Noribumbertand Avenue. 
WC2 (071-833 4401) MorvFtt. 0pm. SflL 
830pm. mats Thurs. 3pm Sal. S30pm. 
13SmrtS. 

□ KING BABY The miseries ot 
etoahoism and how only net^on can 
help, says author James Robson 
EnmessMJ. 

The PH. Barbcan Centra. EC? (071- 
6388891). Tonight, inmomjw. Mon. 

7 15pm. mat tomorrow. 2pm ISOmiis 

B KING LEAR: Sc*d. respectattfa 
perfQrmdr>^ by Tom Wlknson n a 1 cm- 
powered stagmg by Max StartordOark. 
With Sasba Reeves. Hugh Ross 
Royal Court Skjane Square. SW1 
1071-730 17451 Msn-Sal 730pm. rrffl 
Sat. 2.30pm I95mra 

□ KBS OF THE SPIDER WOMAN 
TremwidouBly glassy production oi the 
hurcfer & Ebb muscal It nwsens the 
values ol Manuel Puig-s novel bur Cma 
Riwa mates a sntidng vamp. 
Shaftesbury Shaftesbuy Avenue. 

WC2 (071 379 5338). Mon-Sal 0pm. 
mats Wed Set. 3pm tdOmre. 

□ LOST IN YONKERS: Tentflc 
petfotmance by Rosemary hams n a 
Nell Sarwn corf«dy more wagtity than 
usual. Mauwen Upren gnras gxxt 
vatua as a loopy auV. 

Strand, Aldwych, WC2 (071 -930 8800) 
Mcn-Sa(. 730pm. mds Weo. Set 
230pm. 160ml ns 

B OUR SONG: Peter CTToote m Kean 
Waterhouse s play about a menopausal 
mate's nbtiaDon with a youig woman. 
Needy dene though we only hear the 
man's pouvot view 


CINEMA GUIDE 


Gooff Brown's asuattmont of 
films In London and {where 
indicated mth H» symbol ♦) 
on ratoasa across ff» couilry 


Kensington (D426 9146G6) 

Menanhw (0426 915683) UO 
WhHMeya (071-793 3332) 

1-627 (15) The Pans polcB (bugs 
squad's daiy routine: saKe-outs. 
violence, paperwork VwaSy filmed by 
Bemwd Tavemrar. though long fer 

asmaenrf ftamngOederBozecs. 

Nfc Taverroa. 

Renoir (071 -837 840?) 

NIQHT AND THE CITY (15). SmuD- 
hrm lawyer Robert De Mro lums boxng 
promoter ResPsss. dsairoortr'g 
ramateoMha 1950classic WKhJesstca 
Lange, dtector. UwnWifAlar 
Odson Haymartat {0426 915353i 
• RESB7WRR DOGS f T8)-A rS»W 
robbery goes haywire Qurty iaieot 
betrayal, iiyafiy and violence from 
Sngw now ®ten: Guenfin Tarantino.. 
Stan Harvey Keael. Tan Roth. 

Camden Parkway (CT71 -287 70341 
MGM Chtrtsaa (071-353 5096) MGM 
Haymafke«t07i-829 1527) MGM 
Tottenham Court Road IQ71-636 6140j 
Odoan Kensington (t>J26 914666) 
Screen on Baker Street (071-92S 
27721UCT Wttetoys 1071 792 3332). 


LEEDS: Ineradbly. the bet Bntth 
production ta 50 yean af Eugane 
OTieDTs AH Goift CMfiun Got Wings 
about a mBed race couple fl Scs-age 
Iter York. A pioneering wort, with a 
muscat backdrop do lOCHrotacboir. 
West Yorkshire Playhouse. Quarry 
KM Man i0532 442iii) previa* today. 
8pm, owe Mon. 7 JOpm, then More 
Fn, 7.30pm. Sal 8pm. unti Feb 27. 
LEEDS Thg BBC PMfiarnwnic 
□rehasba together wdi the Leeds 
Fe&mral Chorus gfres the wratd 
premiare of RusSai composer Omrai 
Smmciv s Sanp a tiwty o tsg«cale 
choral wart to a setting, dterts by pwt 
WitemBtaka Jary t^ateymui'also 
conducts Mozat's Mass <n Cmraor WUh 

sdolsa Lynne Dawson. Louise Writer, 
Aden T h ompson. Mcfteai George 
Town H all. The Hedgerow (0532 
476962). tomonow. 730pm 

LEICESTER. Jki Kykan'a admired 
company NDT3. wfwii yew oul d the 
Nadart a nds Dana Thea». has o sated 
an ncSviduardwice language for 

periotmets now in thw tatues and 
Bftes, LOfemg muoso tatent and 
experience mat often goes to wasse 
through unnacessay reStansrt. Kydan, 
Mare Hi. H8HG van Msnen, Meguy 
Marti and Ohad Nahartn have created 
baifes speoafiy fcr the group ot four 
gifted dancers. 

Phoenix Arts Centra, Newarte Street 
(0533 654854], (oreghL 730pm 
NOT7ZNQHAM Kemxh Hagh as the 
trarp oarymg (awta with Mtshaei Praad 
and Jonathan Larman Rob's Tha 
Caretaker A piay that has not lost its 
power to fasertate.. 

Piayhsuas. Hast Onus StreG {0602 
4194191. Opens tonight. 730pm SMd 
Mon-Sat, 730pm mat Sat fab 13), 
230pm, un» Feb 13 
STAFFORD Eight rtroeis d the 
BHmragham Royal Batet rtler a coioulul 
showcawot British dracBogi^iiytft 
SprtogboarrL s project designed ra 
enegfren audencas imkaittar wrti 
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THF.ATRK- Rnnnriirf Nfi^hrtnfiale pives a cautious welcome to anewyotxng^aywngh^ < 


Gatehooae Theatre. Eaatgato &re« 
(0706 54653). loragtt. tomorrow. 
7.30pm. mat tomorrow. 230pm. 


ApoMo.Shattestxvy Awnue. WI (071- 
494 507Q Marvfn, 0.15pm, Sa). 6pm 
and 8 45pm. I35fflns 

BTHE PRISONER OF2ENDA: Oand 
Haig plays the dashing Rudolph 
Rasxndye in the beg ol a* romance 
adventures, staged wdh exuberance 
Greenwich. Grooms MBl SE10 (081- 
858 77S5). Mon-Sai 7 45pm. mats Sal 
230pm ISOmtos. 

B THE RISE ANO FAIL OF LITTLE 
VOICE Ataon Steartnan and Jane 
Hofrocks In Jim CaitmigK's play about 
a shy gkl escapng her rauoore motoer. 
togancus but i n cratftte 
Aktwych, Akfwych, WC2 (071-836 
6404). Mon-SM, 8pm, nsS Sal 4pm 
150mins 

□ TRAVELS WITH MY AUNT. Gte3 
Harargal John Wete, RrcftarO Kane. 
Ovtstophar Gm play all 26 pats n a 
marvelous adeptawn cl Graham 
Greene's nowL 

Wyndham’a, Chatog Cross Real 
WC?<071-667it 16) Morr-Fn.6pm.SA 
8.15pm. mats Wed, 3pm. SeL 5pm 
14Gruia 

LONG RUNNERS □ BtoOd 
Brothers. Phoenix (071-0671044) 

□ Buddy: Vinorta Palaoe I071-Q34 

1317) . B Cate: New London (071- 
40500721 ..□Tha Complete 
Works of WWtam Shakespeare 
(Abridge^ Arts Theatre (071-036 
2132) □ Dancfng at Lughnasa: 

Gamck (071-494 5085) . □ Dent 
Draaa for Dlnnar Duchess 1071-494 
50719. BFhwGuy* Named Mar 
Lync (071-494 5045) ■Joseph and 

the Anaztog Technicolor 
Dreamcoat Pata&um (071-494 
5037). B Las MMnbto* Palace 
(OH-434 0909).. BIBnSatgcn. 
Theatre Royal Ouy Lwie (07T-494 
54001. .. □ The Mouaetr»p_ St 
Martto's(071-8361443).. ■Thr 
Phantom of the Opera: Hff Majesty's 
(071-494 5400). BSterflght 
Express Apoto Vctona (071-028 
8665). .B The Woman in Btock. 
Fortune (071-836 2238) 

lictel totamaian from SWET 


♦ SARAFINA! (1SJ: The Soweto 
school nals. plus songs South African 
tit museal. eru bararffly (Dmed wtfh 

La tad Khumato (the a^nal star) and 
Whoopi Goldberg Darrel James Roots 
rtrectb 

Curaon west End (071-439 4805) 
SCHTONKI (IS): Boisterous comedy 
based on ttw rtfler cfanas scandal 
Muted as satire. Out enjoyaWy plush. 
Wfflt Gdtz George. Uwe Ocha a nknechL 
drector. HstoU OWL 
Chateau (071-361 3742(3743) (071- 
439 4470) Renoir (071-837 8402) 

SWEETSflU. DEAR BOBE nO)' 
IstvSn Scabd'E pwrong portrat o» 
diso d wed Ha to post-eonraxyist 
Budapest: tes best f*n m years: strong 
perfwmanca from Jchanna Ter Siaage 
Metre (071-437 0757). 

• StNGLB (12); The love problems of 
Seattle twert y scmeflwgs. Engagng. 
upbeat aiwialnreert. rmfyooivayed 
(Kyra SedgvKK Canpbel Seed. Mar 
(Mon) Whter-dreeror Cameron Crovm 
MGM Shaftesbury Aronue (071-379 
7025) MGM Trocadere (071 -04 0031 ) 
Pteza (071-49799991 Screen on 
Baker Street |071 -93S 2772] 

TOUSLES MATINS DU HOfOEt '2] 
WondedU. nwlancnoly portrait ot Francn 
Barogua musuaans Sahle-Colombe 
Uean-Rerre Manellei and fxs pupi fAaftn 
Maas fGeraro and Gudaume 
DepartSoul. dveow. Afaxi Ccmeau 
CuRon MayWr t07l -«S 88651 Gate 
(071-727 4043) Screen on the HM 
(071-43533661 



&mbw 



Oodagh O’Donoghue, Paul Hickey (left) and Peter Hanly 


I n Brendan Behan’s 77ie Hostage a. 
West- : Indian parades across the 
stage with a placard reading ^keep 
Ireland Hack’’. Perhaps one of fee 
-Jewishrlrisfe:. character - in Gavin 
Kosocks-ptey shoidd try sbmefeihff 
similar. That would bring a Uttie pep. 
and feiir to the increasingly ghtre 
■proceedings, and also bring out what 
the programme trils ’ os, that their 
(Y nmm imity is.not relatwSy. intacb 


BBWB PTj A ■ rT.V^T T. V 


;,«8y larided-up: there because unsaid 
puJous sea^ap&ans told them that 
Cork was, actually New YdriL indeed, 
there is a suggestion in The Ash Fin— 

• like other ’thingS-in the play, not very 
concrete Or dear — that something w 
' fee sort hashappened to fee two young 
- men who suddemly take up residences - 
v feeir’manijed brothert flat Imaging.- 
-:‘fee play that might :be Twittefi aboitff: 

'. emigrants from Poland who gradually / 
‘ become aware-feat 1 vfeat Tbejr ytert.^ 
W>rshippingas tiieStztne of Lfeertyir-: 
a^nally a big, bronze : de -Valera. : 
Imagine what Behan -would have_ .. 

Y riarfp nf thg?r rnghfol rhans _ ; 

Gavin Kostick, the Jewreh^Irish- v 
.. man who wrote The Ash F&e.cOrnesuj> - : 
wife nothing so dEfeeat BLafeer, be- 
offers us a worthy^ rafeec sa^id. piecer,- 
abofe the er^on of, culture asm fee / 
-collapse cd tradiiiohs/wb&i ; feey are . 
transplantedfeMeriterritory. The priay - 
: happens to dcCur in DuWih,and twa<rf: 
the characters happen to be Irishwom¬ 
en. But nothing original or important 


J . The Ash Fire 

Tricyde, KUbum_ _ 

-Re^qsSoifee.4sle of Wight. 

(Peter an in ^ m §^. * 

carpenter, shares a.v« God^ 
^^Ufcwife his wife 

SSEfelSiS 




'Rube^Paul-siyera"* 
rufelesL beds a race susceptible Cafeo- 
iic rad and uses his post as Nms ess- 
dffido accountant to play games wife 
his money. .' , _ . 

JheVplay ends with the family *n 
disMi^.-NOft timber burned and 
business rinned^ arid him leaving ior a 
^afy thei^has • T*heard sound m« the 
-trinmjete af /eri&o-’V Jenisafern. How 
vhe .^T-get fe®^ wife an unwilling 
,wife T .:a'-; Sdc^ cMd- and raging and- 
Semitism everywhere, is another mat- 


-V^h^5tefe3kihave pidred a Iras 
iaotentibus boo-arid thought and idt 

hBW^yfiSoredeqjfyhitobt^siiuanOT 

■ ahd «xiffic±. 5tin. he is a young writer, 
^wth-timd,' good hifentKJns; and a talent 
fbr : characterisatLon ahd/diaiogue on 


, * -CT. - A _* 

would Osoj&sn to iiave the support of 
a feie troupe of Irish actors. Next time, 
he will surely do better. 


Key explorations from Scarlatti to Messiaen « 


U nder the heading “Piano Mas- 
terworks”, an ambitious series 
of six recitals was launched at 
the Wigmore Hall' on Wednesday 
night by fee Russian pianist NOoolra' 
Denudeako. Following 19th-century 
precedents by Alkan and Anton Rubin¬ 
stein. the series was devised Ah’ 
Deraidenko by A tes Orga to give a 
broad overview of the piano repertoire 
from Scarlatti to Messiaen. Orga’s 
imaginative scheme affords not only a 
fascinating historical sweep, but also a 
sequence of recitals enticing in their 
own right illumi/taring too. wife many 
a revealing juxtaposition. 

The senes is being recorded live for 
future release by Hyperion, a company 
for whom Demidenko has previously 
recorded only Romantic repertoire. 


COMEDY and food have always gone 
together. The best jokes in Fawity 
Towers were the gourmet evenings, the 
kitchen hygiene fiasco and the peren¬ 
nial problems in the dining room. So 
the novelty of Chef.. Lenny Henr/s 
new six-pan series, is not that comic 
mileage is expected from the subject 
but fear, apart horn Robin's Nest, it is 
difficult to recall a sitcom built around 
the workings of a restaurant. 

Of course. Food and Drink. 
Masterchef and Hudson 8 Halls have 
all produced moments of generally 
unintentional farce, and readers of 
merely average wealth will be accus¬ 
tomed to finding black humour in the 
prices quoted in this paper's Weekend 
section for a three-course meal at a 
fashionable restaurant. Le Chateau 
Anglais, the Oxfordshire establish¬ 
ment where Gareth Blackstock (Hen¬ 
ry) rules the kiichen. is dearly intended 
to evoke thoughts of one such: Oxford¬ 
shire's real-life Le Manoir aux Quaf 
Saisons. The filming actually took 
place at L'Ortolan, a slightly less strato- 
sphericaHy pricey eating-house, in 
Berkshire. 


Bany Millington attends the first of an ambitious 
series of recitals covering the history of piano music 


One wondered, therefore, how he 
would fore in this first programme, 
entitled The Classicists". In fact, a 
programme was deverfy tailored to 
Demidenko’s . musical personality: 
C.P.E. Bach's Variations in D minor 
(“Folies de'Espagne"). Haydn's Varia¬ 
tions in F minor and Mozaifs Fantasia 
and Sonata in C minor all have strong 
Romantic leanings, a fact exploited by 
this pianist . j 

His performance of the Haydn was 
an extraordinary fear of concentration.. 
The Variations, among fee last of 
Haydn's keyboard compositions, were 
possibly inspired by the death of an. 


intimate Viennese acquaintance, Mari¬ 
anna von Genzmger. Certainly the 
final pages contain an outpouring of 
grief feat unexpectedly lifts fee muse 
on to a quite different emotional plane. 
The passage always takes the breath 
away, bat Demidenko, with his superb 
control of tone and.line, also managed 
to mate one fed that it was fee natural 
culmination of the earlier variations. 

. . He was simflafly responsive to the 
dark. , passionate mood of Mozart’s 
Fantasia* though this was .a perfor¬ 
mance that emphasised the music’s, 
pensive, introspective^ qualities^rafeer. 
than its improvisatory rhetoric. The 


TELEVISION REVIEW 

Piquant sauce enlivens 
this attractive dish 


On the evidence of £ 

fast night’s appeti- ■ • 

sing first course, . BJ 

Peter TQbuiy’s wdl- -?— 

researched script is thick, with backchat 
and put-downs. These, allied to zippy 
editing and on-theedge playing from 
Henry and a refreshingly unfamiliar 
cast, distract attention from rather 
obvious plot-lines, as skilful saucing 
might enhance plainly cooked meat 
Blackstock — "think of me as a 
personality problem under a silly white 
hat I’m not a nice man. I’m a shit who 
likes to cook” — is a top professional, 
who is authentically'driven to maintain 
the highest standards. The recession is 
forcing economies, which fee restau¬ 
rant manager (scriptwriter Tilbuiy, 


Chef! 
BBC I 


■A • effectively ineffectu- 

“ . . al) has great difficult 

- J ty in passing on to 

-- his star chef. . 

Fearing for the longterm prospectsr 
of her beautiful coun try cotta ge and E- 
Type Jaguar. Bladsfock’s ex-City- 
high-flyer wife (Caroline Lee Johnson, 
quipping up a storm), sees a! way to' 

ing acoximn^to^n^fe^^^^fe 
a new comrais who is willing to work 
for nothing and firing fee least Efficient 
of the present staff ' . 

As Evenon. the old schooT “friend” 
eager to acquire real' cooking skills 
without gang to coQege, Roger Grif¬ 
fiths trades insults and comic business 
with Hauy on equal terms. Rising 


appended-Sonata was another taut 
study in brooding proto-Romanticism, 
Qhnninated by lightning flashes of 
pent-up emotion. 

A wefl-chosen Sonata in F sharp 
minor by dementi reminded us not 
only that he survived his contemporary 
Morart well mto the 19fe.century, but 
also that, at ity best his music Is of ex¬ 
pressive as well as pedagogicalinterest 
The . tone of Demidenko’s recital was 
set by his aocounts of seven of Scarlatti's 
sonatas. These were beautifully crafted, 
wife a smoothness of phrase signalling 
his lade of interest in authentic 18th- 
century practice as we now understand 
it iQiven the^Romantic orientation of 
the programme; and fee conviction of 
Demidenko’s playing, one was not 

-indiriedtoicav^ 

sous chefLucinda (Claire Skinner) has 
fee ngjrr blend of toughness and 
tentativeness and tire other c ommix 
chefe provide a. properly awed chorus 
.for Blacfcstodtfs tirades: naturally, he is 
asecr^ softie. Prospects For the second 
and subsequent courses look good. 

-On on(y two occasions did the 
standard; slip. Bladstodfs wife would 
surety be- aware of the difference 
between asous chef and a commis, and 
noefeave to ask. excqit in the interests 
of diraisy exposition. And in view of*' 
the fanatical real in matters of hygiene 
now legally required of all kitchen 
workers, it is unlikely feat any chef 
would dip a tasting spoon into a 
cooking pot and then either return it to 
the pot or pass it to a junior to wipe on a 
■ tag. 

Otherwise, compliments to all the 
cooks, particularly director John Biridn 
and producer Chariie Hanson. Editor 
Nick Arthurs, consultant chefe Paul 
Headman and John Burton-Race and 
Omar, composer of the peity signature 
tune, also deserve a tip. 

. Tony Patrick# 


ENTERTAINMENTS 




KATMARKTT THEA7HZ ROYAL 

071 930 8800 One er noMg ffrr) 
07; 5*4 4 4 0 4 IK tat 449 Cnl 

ROBERT UNDSAY 


ART GALLERIES 





. r .. r 


mmmm 






KISS OF THE 
SPIDER WOMAN 











SI 


.... . 


s s amvMfcj 




OPERA & BALLET 


mmm 


Toni t 00 cumin. Tomor 7.30 
THE TVIW OF THC MSEW 


AU 3 WTCH B/Oce 836 6404 IBM 
cc 7 dJY 34 ta- NO (Ml 497 8977 

Bni Corned) Of The Year 

e£Unmn)4wirtCyBM)iH4 
>1 mil mg 

STEADMAN Homoocs tn 
Tim Mm B Ml Of 

LITTLE VOICE 


. _ 










IMCTWWAUa 071 8393981 
t24M/no /*«| 240 7941 
Ow n 071 413 3321 

OTT OF ANGELS ‘ 






»n. V Mi B '1 


ran 



E53E& 







Mu Than seat 4 





THEATRES 


■ Jl&tzX C 






x "LI J 


DOMH OW teHOTUNE Q71WXI3 
14U i24iro) iimnirim 071 
GOO 8846/8803 

PAUL NICHOLAS » 
BARNUM 

- m Up Far ha Stem 







as 




LYRC. fhafto Am Bo A cc 071 

494 eoucc 071 3*4 4444 All 141 
Cmt 2«nr/7 turn nt 9 sen. 
oc W 9977 Cm OTI 930 Ol28 

Tlw JM11 Mn> ili;« Jagti 

FIVE GUYS 




uMm 




hptKtmr 

CNTCI1TAINMCM1 MwtO 

THE TIMES 

TB 4 DS 071-481 1920 

Fivrsnrai ntj 

ItUXfBOte 
PSNVATir 071-431 4000 




VICTORIA FALACS Boa Off A « 
(NB ta tel 071 834 1417 CC 
art® fjMJTl-344 4444/340 7200 
Ckmos 071 930 6123 




i- r- {* 



tn ORAHAM O MtWS 

TRAVELS WITH 


MY AUNT 





juiiaujlixl 




TO PLACE YOUR 

EN’l’ERTAINMEN'I’S 

ADVERTISEMENT IN 

THE TIMES 

trade 

ADVERTISERS 
TEL: 071-481 1920 

ADVERTISING FAX 
NO. 

071-481 9313 


PRIVATE 

^advertisers 

TEL: 071-481 4000 




































































































































































































































































































































































































































































f ! v Vs, ‘ n a . 


•' k ■; 


'S. . 

■I Jh. * 

■’ ;nv,,_ 


■ •' l 




' ■ 




. *to 


■-•V, 


. ■* 'r k V 

■* “cs 
, L-ajc' 


" • • « ■'■'.•* 


.• — 

• • ■ - \ 


essiaen 


■ s’.:- 4 



• -v vr -Ji 

...si' 4. 


the TIMES FRIDAY JANUARY 29 1993 


ARTS 29 


t H ‘ '■ 


v 1 .»u 


i-4? 


>1 


i>«-’ 


« t 


it 4 


l 


r>j 

tV ( ^ \t\* 

, -J 4* 

r 


** V ‘ Sr 




to his self-sacrifice 


MIME FESTIVAL 


French director Louis Mafle talks to Mdin^a Camber Porter 

about Damage , the latest&jad most demanding of his films 


T he extraordinaiystoxy be¬ 
hind Louis Malle’s obses¬ 
sion with ■ the novel 
Damage, and his stubborn 
commitment to filming it never 
bec ame truly apparent to him until - 
te surfaced from, the ordeaL Few 
Erectors can claim to put.their art*" 
before their life, but in this instance^* 


them the kind of support they 
needed: 

“I was moody on the set and I felt 
bad. I felt 1 didn't have much time. I 
became impatient And I ap¬ 
proached toe film with toe sense 


that I really was at the end of my life. 
I 'don} think anyone in his right 
mm? 16 S 6, ^ >ut mstancei^ mind would hare gambled with my 

Mafle did. He now looks back on o life the way I did. I said to myself, if I 
tre experience with a wiy, almost have to postpone toe film for 
sdf-modon g sen» of humour. . surgery. 1 probably won’t ever end 

. At toe time when I came across ’upinakiii(f it' 1 - • 

book. I was very depressed . There’s another strange secret 1 
Ppcagr becaosej was having lots kept fo mjselL I’d decided when I 
Pt problems wrth my toeait, and I 1 - was 20 that I would never reach toe 
parted t hin king about death a loft" -Vage of $0. My surgery, -was 


le says. “And then I was exhausted 
rom all this commuting between 
xk Angeles-and.. France and 
.ondon. I’ve had a heart murmur 
ince I was a kid. For me. the film 
yas really about death: and death 
wishes and about self-destruc- 
vepecfple. 

“There were some 
tat I really was taken by. For 
tstance. toe image of this 
ritish cabinet minister Tun¬ 
ing down toe stairs naked, 
nd the lovers love-making in 
Paris street Actually. I had 
to; fantasy of making a silent 
aovie of Damage ,, an idea I 


on 


October 5 and my sixtieth birthday 
•was on October 30. I went in for 
surgery, after toe shooting of Dam¬ 
age, convinced that 1 would die. 1 
think if all happened because when 
I was 16-somfibody, some dairvcy- 


SK ‘He now says that his 


in; 


choosing toe right cast 
not in having dictated 


uu»ic ui ^/u/fuux, an iaea4 — r - •• •;•« , 

& explored another tone -3 GeitcUIl pelfOmiajlCe 
jnth Black Moon. sT-V 

Anyhow, after some time- 


m 


ab: 


’« had the money and we got toe 
cript It was about three-or four 
: tenths before we started, ;and toe 
ioctors said, ‘Louis, you'have to 
5 op. You have to get operated. You 
ib get yourself a new heart, a 
valve.’ And Laid, ‘but I can’t 
d MaHe began shooting against 
doctors’ advice. They told mm he people 
risking his life. Malle dung to ' fdt coi 
movie, feeling he was engaged 
ultimately self-destructive act. 
he could not bring himself to 
Damage, whichcomesto 
next" week after opening to 
reviews (but healthy box 
in America and Ofe' toe 
itinem. - - - 

director compares himself to. 
to' central character. A politician, 

Strphen Fleming, (played by Jeremy 
Inris), weds himself to a nightmar- 
isl sexual passion that leads to the 
doth of his son. Malle’s identifica- 
tfin with the Infos character was aD- 
prvasive. but he found bimsdf 
uiable to confide his own potential- 
ly tragic situation to his actors or 
crw. . - . 

Vlalle admits that the atmosphere 
or the set mirrored, the mood, of 
Joephxne Hart’s bestseffing novel, 
aid that at times, he was unableto 
haness his own feais. They sptifed 
oit into his relationship with* the 
arors, and be was unable to gh* 


ant looked at my band and told me 
my life-fine didn't reach beyond 60 
years- .. 

“1 had no peace with the idea of. 
dying. I’m not a Christiah or a 
religious person in any way’ and 1 
felt there was so much moreTwato 
to do in life . I thought about the 
I loved, and the whole tiling 
completely unfair and absurd. 

- So I was in a terrible mood all those 
months. I always work best with a 
: small crew: 20 people. But on 
Damage. I had amg crew, and I 
had trouble with that because I like 
to improvise.” 

j In all of Malle’s films, be it 
Lacombe Luden or LesAmants or 
Le Soifffleaii Coeur. Ms recurring 
obsession has been with toe passion¬ 
ate and transcendent nature of bra-' 
tionality. In these films, he does not 
explain behaviour, or moralise on 
the actions of his characters. Rather, 
he seems to delight in exploring an 
uncharted world of emotions and 
desire where logic has no place. 

Sinutariy, during the shooting he 
always leaves room for the unexpect- 
ed, inspired contribution of an actor, 

■ or toe sudden arrival of a new idea 

■ tbStt dontradios what the script has 
ordained.;* Despite - reports -dial 
MaHe and Ms actors had difficulty 
collaborating on Damage, be now 
says that he owes -many of "the 


successful scenes to his actors and 
that his greatest skill lay in choosing 
the right cast not in haring dictated 
a certain performance. 

But, in choosing Damage as his 
“last film” he also chose a subject 
that is a crystallisation and summa¬ 
tion of Ms overwork. Damage does 
not have the playfulness of many of 
his movies, such as Zazie Dans le 
Metro o rJUUou en Vacances (May 
Fools). bat it., does have all the 
themesT*^ ‘ ~ 

”1 have always firmly believed 
that anything important that hap¬ 
pens to us, and especially encoun¬ 
ters with sex and destruction — 
the really interesting experiences 
in life — happen out of the blue 
and completely irrationally. Then 
you fty desperately to rafiona- 
list ■'That & what lovers do and 
that is what we do in our lives. 

- “But tbars not what i do as 
a film-maker. 1 fed that it 
isn’t my job to explain in 
: Damage. I just took the 
lovers' behaviour as a given. 
But although I would lute to 
admit it making toe movie 
turned me into somewhat of a 
moralist 1 cams away with 
- the notion that crime doesn’t 
pay.” 

I asked Malle whether he 
had indeed intended to com¬ 
municate a more celebratory 
vision of passion' than toe grim 


incarnation of desire that emanates 
from Damage. For in most of his 
films, he has managed to describe 
bototoe blinding and toe illuminat¬ 
ing nature of lovt 
“Yes, I wanted the sex to be 
cdebratoiy. But it- wasn’t- In my 
mind the story could have been 
more frivolous. I don’t mean that ! 
could have focused on simple sexual 
pleasures; but I would have unshed 
to give more of a sense that the 
lovers’ moments together were furi- 
‘ ously happy. In my mind, you could 
compare their relationship and to er r 
experience of love as a religious, 
mystical experience. — 

“1 think the reason the film is do¬ 
ing so well with audiences is that it 
immediately ; enters their fantasy 
world. It becomes part of their erotic 
dreams, or dreams of sdfdestmc- 
tion, a fantasy or a nightmare. 

‘There’s nothing realistic about 
the movie, because if it was a 
real brie movie, you’d end up having 
to deal with rationality. For me, the 
only interesting movie to make is 
about a dream of reality, a-certain 
aspiration we might harbour, a 
fantasy that we might hold out for 
ourJhes”. . • ;. 


• Damage, with Jeremy Irons. Juliette 
Binoche and Miranda ' Richardson, 
opens In Britain nest Friday 



Not so 
far so 


good 


Louis MaHe: “I didn’t have much time: I approached the film with the sense that I was at the end 
of my life. I don’t think anyone in his right mind would have gambled with my life the way I did.” 


A lthough my knowledge 
of Paris does not 
indude the Petit Mont¬ 
parnasse theatre, the name 
suggests that it is on toe small 
ride. This helps to explain how 
All Men Are The Same, a 90- 
minute mime by the four 
members of the Corillard 
Company enjoyed a run of 
500 performances there. The 
show is quite amusing and 
ably performed, perceptive 
enough to make one aware of 
truths at the heart of the 
buffoonery, but that’s about it. 
Jrunchement. 

All men are the some, Jcan- 
CJaude Cotillard suggests, 
because when they arrive"for a 
job interview and discover 
other applicants in the wait¬ 
ing-room. they will all resort to 
one-up-manship. One is ner¬ 
vous. another cocky, a third 
suavely self-contained and re¬ 
luctant to act out his fantasy 
aggression. The mood is never 
greatly serious, even though 
all the men expire while 
waiting, the last one suecumlv 
ing to a heart attack just us the 
personnel manager’s door fi¬ 
nally opens to him. 

The set for the Purcell Room 
performances is a white room 
with four chairs and two 
tables. At one point the tables 
lode together and are tipped 
over with the top facing us the 
four men turn themselves 
from toe vertical to toe hori¬ 
zontal position and ding to the 
rides with onty the upper parts 
Of their bodies showing. AH 
this is done in an instant and 
we find ourselves apparently 
looking down on a conference 
table from above. This is a 
clever trick, and when Serge 
Krakowski (taking the place of 
Cotillard. who has broken his 
leg] shifts himself along toe 
floor but seems to be dancing 
on top of the table, toe feat 
earns a round of applause. 

Alain Boone. Daniel Dela- 
besse and Francois Cogneau 
are the other nimble company 
members. They are. remark¬ 
ably. able to move in unison 
without looking at each other. 

But. for me, toe enterprise is 
just too controlled and light¬ 
hearted. Perhaps after a jolly 
meal in toe roe de la Gaite it 
might have seemed more 
worthwhile. 


Jeremy Kingston 


DANCE: Cast changes in the Royal Ballet’s triple bill dedicated to Rudolf Nureyev 




rek Mukhamedov as Apollo in the Balanchine ballet 


T he Bolshoi Ballet's di¬ 
rector YuriGrigorovich 
went to Covent Garden 
the other day to see Kenneth 
MacMillan’s The JudmTree. 
1-wonder whether he thought 
it: (as I am inclined to do)- 
amazing ty like the suites his 
: - own company is presenting at 
- the Albert Hall like them, it is 
foil of splendidly tempestuous 
dancing for the men,, with an. 
over-the-top female role repre- 
' sotting both whore and ideal 
woman (although he custom¬ 
arily splits those between two 
characters); and toe action is 
full of dramatic incidents but 
offers no comprehensible plot. 

Among many cast changes 
this week. Bruce Sansora 
showed a quiet, tough pres¬ 
ence as the one good guy, and 
Learure Benjamin, new to toe 
woman’s role, looked as natu- 
ral.and convincing as if it had 
■ been made for her. But ah 
- though we.tend to think of 
- - Benjamin as a dramatic danc¬ 
er. toe looked even better in 
toe pure exhilarating dance of 
Balanchine's Symphony in C, 

■ soaring every bit as nigh 35 
■ Tetsuya^ Kumakawa. her part- • 
ner in toe third movement. 


Royal Ballet 

Covent Garden 


and showing that virtuosity 
need not be at the expense of 
-style. 

One unfortunate effect of 
-watching the Bolshoi on its big 
open stage is to make the 
Covent Garden stage look 
cramping by contrast, not only 
in a big ballet tike Symphony 
inCYxA even in Apollo whh its 
small cast 

Irek Mukhamedov’s ac¬ 
count of the title role in this 
was interesting but not fully 
satisfying- His head and upper 
body vividly expressed toe 
drama implicit in the dances, 
his legs less so: not much 
crispness, and not the explo- 
rive quality one would expect 
from him. Vfviana Durante’s 
Terpsichore was curiously ca¬ 
sual (Symphony in C suits her 
much better), the orchestra — 
fine in toe other ballets — too 
-flaccid, but Muriel Vaitat and 
Belinda Hadey-were excellent 
as the other muses. 


JOHN PERCIVAL • 


iAZZ REVIEW: Two distinguished Americans, appearing at informal London venues 


W hai is ft Hte-to be 
button-holed by a 
man who insists on 
telling you everything you 
didn’t want to know about one 
of the pioneers of the kazoo, a 
certain Red McKenzie? If your 
lecturer is Marty_Gn»tt the 
American guitarist (and son of 
I toe satirical 'artist George 
[Grosz) the experience can be 
jexceptionalfy rewarding. His 
, residency at the Pizza Express 
Dean Street, in Soho, which 
ends on Sunday, has been toe 
highlight of a quiet month, 
i When he is not playing or 
indulging in his gruff brand of 
Vinging. Grosz resembles a 
ransanantic version of AJ.P. 
taylor. There is the same 
itekito wit, toe same restless 
sunying from one anecdote 
tj another, and an eagerness 
ti impart wisdom — in this 
cse about obscure musicians 
ofthe Twenties and Thirties. 

. ijs bowrie and dapper dress 



sense only add ter the fliusiqn. 

■ The onefineis- are rein- 
forewl by the accomplished 
ensemble worfcof Grosz’S Big 
. Four, a piano-less and drunt- 
: Iwi? quartet in which the guitar 
is allotted the task of providing 
a chordal base. It is a form of. 
chamber.jazz that require 
exceptional subtlety and flexi¬ 
bility, the qualities displayed 
by Grosz and his partners Jack 
Fallon on bass. Cuff Bfllett on 

trumpet and Bruce Turner on- 

saxophone and darinet 
TMs wasvety much a crnlW' 
ttve : effort--with'no spare for 
long-winded .' soloing. Eato - 
player made Ms' contribution 
as brief and expressive as 


possible, supported by discreet 
-'harmonising from the other 
members of the group. BiOett 
.and Turner in - , particular 
made a persuasive double-ad 
on “Wabash Blues* and “Just 
Friends”. Half-hidden behind 
one of the room’s pQlais, toe 
trumpeter heed his phrases 
with fruity growls and smears 
while taking care not ro over¬ 
power the rest of the-group. 


OVER in Knightsbridge the 
music'n»ni at Pizza on the 
park is playing host to another 
American visitor, Margaret 
Whiting, as part of foe cabaret 
series. “MuacaT Ladies of 
Broadway'’. like Julie Wilson, 


who played at the venue 
earlier this month, Whiting 
belongs to the select group of 
vocalists who can normally be 
heard at New York venues 
such as the'Rainbow & Stars 
and the Algonquin. 

Whiting made her name 
with Johnny Mercer in-toe 
early Forties. Her best-known 
hit “MbonEght in- Vermont" 
has beccfmea standard feature 
of her shows, and it duly 
formed part of her opening 
set Accompanied by toe Tex 
Arnold Trio. Whiting delivers 
songs with no frills or excess 
emotion. The lyrics of the 
songs are treated with all the 
respect they deserve; though 
toe inserted a playful sniff on 
toe reference to cocaine in “I 
Get A Kick Out of You". 
Whiting, in residence untfl 
February 6. gives way to 
Karen Akere. 


Clive Davjs 


Put a Valentine’s message 
in The Times to Snugglebun. 
And we’ll add 


a sonnet from Willikins. 



What could be more romantic than a 
Valentine’s Day message in The Times? 

How about a beautiful scroll of Shakes¬ 
peare's best-loved sonnet - 'Shall I compare 
thee to a summer’s day?’ 

- delivered to your love 
with a note to look 
in The Times on 
Saturday, February 13th* 

A three-line message with the sonnet will 
cost £27.00 (inclusive of VAT and postage). 

A three-line message on its own is £21.00 
(inclusive of VAT).' 

Additional lines cost £5.88 each (incl¬ 
usive of VAT). The minimum message is 3 
lines. with approximately 4 words to a line, 
Complete the coupon, or phone 071 481 
4000 and give Sugarlips a nice surprise. 



Name 


n 


Address 


Postcode 


TU No. 


Cbeque/Postal Orders should be made payable to: 
Times Newspapers Ltd. or debit my: Vjsa/Amex/ 
Diners/Access with the sum of £_ _ 


Card No. 


Expiry Dale: 


.Tbdays Date: 


Write your message below ( approx im ately 28 characters 
per fine inducting spaces and punctuation). Min. 3 lines. 
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Redpiecfls name and address 
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Send dne qwpon with your ic mlmin oc to The Times. pjO. Bn 484, 
^VingrAi Sam. London El 9BL.AH meg gqn aat be reedveri no lag 


flttn Traday 9th Rdntmy 1993. ah Vtiaitbw mena g et most be 
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TO ADVERTISE 

CALL: 071 481 4422 (TRADE) 

071 481 4000 (PRIVATE) 



MOTORING 


THE TIMES FRIDAY JANUARY 


FAX: 

071 481 3X20 * 
071 782 7828 
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BMW AUTHORISED DEALERS 


A WARRANTY AS WELL CONSTRUCTED AS THE CAR 

Every Approved Used BMW comes with a comprehensive 12 month warranty which includes full membership 

of the BMW Emergency Service. . 

So wherever you are in Britain or Europe, vehicle recovery, a replacement car, accommoaauOTano meo^j 
insurance are available should you need them. And of course, your Approved Used BMW will have Been g y 
tested from end to end and given a full valet sen/ice, leaving it spotless. 

But.with a marque like BMW, would you expect anything less? 


Approved 
Used i * 
Cars 9 



Holland Park ** Heathrow 

071 221 8575 081 848 8866 
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JEN >^rs ago this month, it became 
fltegal for drivers and foontseat passen- 
gere to travd -without using their seat¬ 
belts. a move foal is estimated to -have 
saved 2,000 lives and prevented 70,000 
senous injuries (Vaughan Freeman 
writes). 

To marie the anniversary, a government 
campaign is .to be launched next month 
to try id convince back-seat passengers to 
obey the law, which was introduced in 
J 99-1 to make the wearing of rear-seat 
belts obligatory for adults. It is est imated 
that rf all harlr^Mi _ j il..*. 


m 


Backseat passenger and children are the targets 
in a fresh government safety initiative 
that marks ten years of seat-belt legislation 



-up 


A RESTRAINT ON INJURIES: TEN YEARS OF SEAT-BELTS 


belts it would save 100 additional Eves 
and prevent 1,000 serious injuries -each 
year. 

.The front seat-belt laws were intro- 
.duced a decade ago by David HowdL 
then transport secretary, following grow¬ 
ing pressure from safety lobby groups. 
Although all new cars ha d belts fitted , 


while their use remained optional only 
half ofBritain’s drivers bothered. PuWic- 
awaxeness campaigns — including the 
“Chink. dick. every trip”"slogan on 
tetewsmn and posters promoted fay 
JinunySavife tbettfevison personality— 
hdped to raise the percentage. Where 
gams persuasion mid common sense 
rased, use law succeeded. Before toe tew 
was.passed 53 per cent of drivers and. 
54 per cent of fronteearpassengers used 
their belts- Since then the usage rale has 
been about 95 percent for both. 

Feare that seatdehs would aeate a Use 
sense afsecurityand encourage dlfrefb to 


go,, too fast for the conditions or their 
. driving ability appear to have proved 
groundless. Accident rates, deaths and 
injuries have continued to fall .despite 
increasing numbers of vehicles on our 
; roads {see chart). 

* A seat-bells proved their worth. car- 
' rnalceis provided more safely features. 
-. Audi introduced Procon Ten, which 
instantly pulls the steering wheel and 
column out of the way of the driver in a 
smash. Dashboards became softer- and 
airbags more common. Ford's new 
MondeoWill have a driver's airbag fitted 
as standard. Many new cars have seat- 


belt tensioners to rake up slack in an 
acrid ait, reducing the severity of bead 
and chest injuries. Seats are designed to 
stop occupants “submarining" under the 
belts. Children's seats have also been 
improved. 

Despite legislation making the use of 
back-seatbelts obligatory, the usage rate is 
only 60 percent, and foiling. So more belt 
laws will be introduced from Monday. 

In future it wiD be illegal (potential 
penalty £500) to cany children under 
three years old (the previous limit was 12 
months! in the from of a car unless they 
are in a proper child's seat But if a child 
under 12 and less than 4ft. Uin tall s 
travelling in a car that has belts , in the 
front but no reapseat belts, toe child must 
use die seat with the belt. Had this law 
been introduced 12 months ago. it would 
have saved the lives of four youngsters 
and saved 50 more from serious injury. 



Haggle-free, and hassle-free, part-exchange car sales are on their way to Britain, Vaughan Freeman reports 

end for deals on wheels 



A forecourt, revolution 
is about to transform 
car-buying and help 
to eradicate the 
wretched business of part- 
exchanging the dd car while 
haggling .for the best price 
available on the new one. 

Lex. one of foe three biggest 
newcar outlets with 8 J dealer¬ 
ships countrywide, is to experi¬ 
ment with American-style “no 
haggle” selling and a scheme- 
to set the price of the car being 
traded in. 

No-haggle buying has been 
catching on quickly across the 
Atlantic, where the tear and 
loathing that surrounds car- 
buying transactions matches 
that suffered by British car 
buyers. In America, an esti¬ 
mated 2,200 dealerships — 
about 10 per cent of aD those 
in the county— are planning 
this year to tiy what th^y call 
“no dicker” selling techniques. 

In theory, die idea is simple. 
The dealer simply works out 
the absolute minimum, he can 
competitively charge for a car 
and still coverall expenses and 
make a profit 

That price is then written on 
a sticker and dapped on the 
car's windscreen. Customers 
entering the showroom know - 
that to-try to reduce-that price - 
by one doOar wiD be a waste of . 
time, even if their offer is 
backed by a bag of cash. 

Lex has six dealerships in 
southern California, called the 
Campbell chain. The outlets 
haw been experimenting with 
the no-hag gle method for 
more than a year. The re¬ 
sponse has been phenomenal 
says David Beck, the manag¬ 
ing director of Lex R etail 
Group in Britain. *The first 
time one of our showrooms 
opened advertising fixed-price 
selling, it was impossible to 
handle the showroom traffic. 

It was inundated. 

The attraction for custom¬ 
ers is that they do not like 
haggling. They like toying a 
car and that is supposed to be 





J ir ” 
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Ou^offorecourt sett le me nt : trade-in deals wiffbe changed by Lex's American no-haggle scheme 


a great experience, but a lot of 


atrip to die dentist". 

In America, research by the 
car market experts, J. D. Pow¬ 
er, shows dial while 30 per 
cent of car-buyers enjoy hag¬ 
gling because they fed they. 
wiS get a better deal the other 
70 per cent dislike it Research 
in the United Kingdom by 
Vauxhall shows more than 80 
per cent of drivers would 
rather see a standard price on 
cats than have to negotiate lor 
the best deaL -. 

A report last year from the 
Monopolies ' and Mergers 
Commission (MMQ found 
that one-third of drivers lost 
out on discounts worth thou¬ 
sands of pounds when they 


a car. The average 
discount on sales in 1990 was 
,lLjpec.-cent.-r-. more than 
£1,000 off die price of the 
average family saloon. But 
34 per cent of buyers did not 
expect or a& for a reduction. . 

Of buyers who did get 
money knocked off, foe MMC 
report showed that Jour out of 
ten won discounts of 10 per 
cent or less, three out of ten got 
reductions between ID and! 5 
per- cent one-quarter got re¬ 
ductions of 15-20 per cent and 
only 5 per cent of the sample 
got more than 20 per cent off 

Littie wonder that most driv¬ 
ers have a sneaking suspicion 
that had they haggled harder, 
they vrouM have 
deaL 



got a better 


Set price: David Bede 


It is this suspicion that mars 
a car-buying transaction and 
Mr Beck says that removing it 
has improved business and left 
customers happier. 

“In America, our outlets 
report a leap in customer 


satisfaction, and sales are also 
up. When that happens,* you 
have to be doing something 
right We have also found that 
word of mouth is so strong that 
we have been able to cut back 
on advertising.” he says. 

It would be relatively 
straightforward to set a no¬ 
haggle price for a car if 
customers were simply buying 
“off the sbetf" as if it were a can 
of beans; But the majority of 
car sales in Britain revolve 
around a part-exchange, and 
it is the valuation of the used 
car that often causes most 
friction and discontent 
. This problem will be cir¬ 
cumvented by bringing in as 
independent car pnee assessor 
if the dealer-and customer 


cannot agree a price on foe 
car. A scheme is being set up. 
with Lex as the prime mover. 

Mr Bede says: “The valua¬ 
tion will be done independent¬ 
ly. It will be realistic we are 
aware the system wiD fail if it 
does not inspire trust in foe 
customer.” 

He adds: There is no 
question there is a growing 
momentum in the United 
States for no-haggle deals and 
we have to watch that very 
closely as retailing movements 
do tend to start in America 
before coming across here. We 
would be foolish to ignore it” 

Lex accounts for 3 per cent 
of new cars sold in foe UK, so 
the whole industry will be 
watching foe pilot project with 
interest. 

M ark Catterall 
foe deputy ali¬ 
tor of the car 
industry maga¬ 
zine, Motor Trader, says: “We 
believe there is always likdy to 
be someone down the road 
offering cars 5Op cheaper or 
whatever. But there is no 
doubt that foe nohaggle idea 
can work. • 

“However, most big car 
companies have now brought 
their dealership profit margins 
down to 10 per cent so there is 
already less room for manoeu¬ 
vre on deals and we believe 
that is the way things will go. 

“The truth is that something 
like 70 pa cent of car buyers 
think they have not got the 
best deal an their new car.” 

Buying from a deafer whose 
prices are not only competitive 
but not open to negotiation 
should therefore prove an 
important attraction for most 
car buyers, Mr CatteraD says. 

Hopes that the scheme w31 
prove to be the death of die car 
salesman are premature. Lex 
believes that sales people wiD 
still thrive by concentrating on 
selling the right car for die 
customer’s needs, rather than 
frying to wzn a deaL 


Tanks of 


The Citroen BX 



travel 


diesel estate 

is a practical 
familycar 

A s I pondered howto get 
from my Brighton 
home to Birmingham 
recently I considered letting 
the train take the strain rather 
than risk foe endless cones of 
motorway driving (Vaughan 
Freeman writes). 

Television commercials 
show relaxed British Rail trav¬ 
ellers leafing through their 
favourite paperbacks and rip¬ 
ping coffee as.the countryside 
rolls by. What better way to 
travd when foe alternative is 
hours of shredded naves 
amid the motorway madness? 

It is about 180 miles from 
Brighton m Birmingham 
International station, dose to 
the National Exhibition 
Centre, which was my destiny 

tion. The centre is also servo! 
by the Ml. M42 and M6, 
among others. .. 

One phone call to Bnnsh 
Rail’s Brighton ticket office 
followed by a spot of shirtraff 
mathematics showed why 
there are 2 3 million car drivers 

in Britain and why my unread 
paperback remained just that 

A standard-class open re¬ 
turn rail ticket from Brighton 
would have cost £71 — about 
2 Op a mile. Citrofin’s diesd 
TZD Turbo Estate covers 300 
miles on nine gallons of fud at 
21 Op a gallon. 

Thai vroris out at about 5p a 
mile gnd the figures compare 
even more faytorably if fo«® 
is more than toe person in the 
car. 



Good find: Citro&Ts diesd TZD Turbo Estate covers 360 miles on nine gallons of fuel 


In foe event, foe car's 14.5 
gallon tank took the BX 550 
miles, with the car loaded, 
before the fuel gauge did 
below the three-quarters-emp- 
ty marie, the point at which I 
usually start to fed nervous 
and start looking for a garage. 

. ■ These figures obviously do 
not indude ■ annual running 
<-nofs but most drivers judge 
the casteffectiveness of their 
vehicle by costs on foe 
forecourt . . 

Diesd cars hold their sec¬ 
ondhand resale values well 
and have good kmgevityA, 
100 . 000 -mile life for a diesd 
oigine is foe norm rather than 
foe exception.. No wonder 
diesd car sales set new records 
by the month. 

The cart carrying capacity 

is good. The BX estate hojpfly 

took on board a family of four 
.plus all our luggage for a 
weekend away, inducting two 
children’s bicydes. without us¬ 
ing the roof rack. 

The car rides well aMhwgn 
foe power steering. 
comes as standard, is sin^ns- 
inotu hraw when parking. 


There is plenty of room, for 
front and rear occupants and 
tiie turbo-assisted engine is 
fast enough, especially when 
overtaking. 

On foe move, foe car befies 
its diesd engine and behaves 
tike a petrol vehicle, although 
Gtrogn has been .unable, to 
suppress foe distinctive diesd 
rattle and doud of smoke an 
stait-up. 

On the motorway, there was 
a lot of road and wind noise, to 
foe point where’. I-thought a 
door or window was not 
properly dosed. I found the 
driver's seat, uncomfortable 
after travelling for about 100 
miles. 

These niggles as ide , foe BX 
estate is a convincing people- 
and load-carrier which bene¬ 
fits from die ecological argu¬ 
ment. Diesel’s exhaust 
emissions put out a fraction of 
foe poDufing exhaust gasses of 
petrol caxsL.:- 

. - Economy is $tiD one of the 
most persuasive arguments 
when it cranes to choosing a 
car. 

The hidden costs, such as 


depredation and finance, 
make up the biggest slice of 
longterm mofonng expenses, 
but the most immediate nasty 
shocks are always felt at the 
foel pumps. 

Diesd power goes a long 
way to earing forecourt pho¬ 
bia. British Rail, or its succes¬ 
sors, will have to work hard to 
woo drivers such as me who 

would ratber risk the frustra¬ 
tions of-motorway holdups 
than pay train ticket prices. 



1769cc, 
charged, four-<Mmda 
diesd giving 90bhp at 
4.3O0xpm through-man¬ 
ual five speed gearbox. 
Top speed: lOSmph. 

0 totiOmpk 10.4sec. 
Fuel consumption: 
59mpg at 56mph. 
41 mpg around town. 
Price: £14,895,. . 


Capitol 

gains 

□ BID Clinton could soon 
benefit from. all-British tech¬ 
nology when his presidential 
cavalcade winds its way 
through traffic jams around 
foe White House. Traffic- 
master, which gives motorists 
the latest information on traf¬ 
fic congestion via a portable 
in-car display screen and is 
now being used on the M25, 
is to go on trial on Washington 
DCs equivalent, the Beltway. 

General Logistics, which de¬ 
veloped Tramonaster. has 
signed a deal with America’s 
Westinghoure to try the equip¬ 
ment around the US capitaL 

Just the ticket .. 

□ London traffic wardens are 
coached in calming the 
of maddened motorists. 

Twtxlay psychology courses 
have been introduced after an 
increase in aganiBg on war¬ 
dens, which have resulted in 
faffing morale and higher 
rates of rick leave. 

A spokesman for the Nat¬ 
ional Union of Civil and 
Public Servants says: “The 
aim is to avoid confrontation. 
One approach being encour¬ 
aged is to diffuse volatile 
situations using humour, al¬ 
though tideeted motorists may 
not see the joke." 

The good read 

□ Last week's re-launch of the 
Highway Code , the. first im¬ 
portant revision since 1978, 
showed that although the 
work is.essential reading it is 
sadly ignored by most drivers 
The book costs only 99p and 
covers all latest changes in foe 
law. but an AA survey discov¬ 
ered that only 15 per cent of 
drivers plan to buy a copy. The 


AA found that 27 per cent of 
drivers last read the Highway 
Code ten or more years ago. 
Almost all the two million 
copies sold annually will be 
bought by learner dnveis. 

Contemporary art 

D The car is a work of an — 
that’s offirial The new Nissan 
Micra has just gone on display 
at the Northern Centre for 
Contemporary Art in Sunder¬ 
land. near the Tyne and Wear 



factory where the car is bmh. 
The display aims to highlight 
the artistic merits of foe car. 
which has apparently been 
inspired by. among other 
things, butterfly wings. The 
exhibition, “Micra-Processes”, 
runs until February 20. 

Fast take-off 

□ The fastest load carrier to 
read) Britain’s roads arrives 
this spring when Audi's estate 
flagship goes on sale. 

The 150mphS2 Estate will 
head the new Audi Estate 
range It delivers 230bhp 
through four-wheel drive and 
wiD reach 60mph from stand¬ 
ing start in just six seconds. 
Prices start at El 7.000 for the 
1.9 litre Turbo diesel The S2 
is riighty more cos^y at 
£30.500. 


Vauxhall’s 
bundle of 
cuddly fun 

The Corsa is one of a new breed 


of small cars that have more 


than a hint of originality 


T he cuddly car look 
that is fast becoming 
a feature of today’s 
mini -sized vehicles has 
been adopted by VauxhaH 
for its Corsa, which re¬ 
places the Nova. The Luton 
manufacturer describes the 
three-door version of the 
Corsa as its “fun" car. 

That manufacturers now 
use words such as “caddfy” 
and “cheeky” shows how 
hard they are striving to put 
personality bade into cars 
after being accused 
throughout the 1980s of 
sacrificing individuality for 
bland kx>k-a-like com¬ 
petence. 

This was particularly true 
in die family saloon sector, 
where only the most dedi¬ 
cated car spotter was able 
to identify cars such as the 
Cavalier, Primera and 
Honda Accord by their 
silhouette alone. Motorists 
looking frrr a new car now 
take it for granted that it 
will be reli¬ 
able, efficient, 
comfortable 
and safe; they 
are again 
seeking some¬ 
thing that 
makes one car 
stand out 

from the 

crowd. The an¬ 
swer is looks. 

Individual¬ 
ity is impor¬ 
tant in tiie 
small car sector in which 
the Belgium-built Corsa 
will be competing. Most 
smaller cars are bought by 
private customers ratber 
than by company fleet man¬ 
agers. In this area, profits 
per car are higher because 
discounts are lower than 
when setting in volume to 
company car fleets. Howev¬ 
er. private buyers make 
greater demands for some¬ 
thing different — some¬ 
thing they hope will reflect 
their personalities. 

Vauxhafl believes the 
Coisa’s looks will do the job 
and surpass the success of 
the Nova. This was intro¬ 
duced in 1983 and sold 
500,000 in Britain and ten 
million in Europe as a 
whole. Despite its age. the 
Nova sold 42,000 last year 
in the United 
against a record 7I,C 
1989. 

As well as the challenge 
from the British-built 
Nissan Micra that was 
recently voted European 
Car of the Year, there is 
competition too from the 
Renault CEo and Peugeot 
106. The big-setting cham¬ 
pions still to be toppled in 
the smatt-car sector arc the 
Ford Fiesta and Rover 
Metro. 

The three-door Corsa 
goes on sale in Britain on 
April 2, when prices will be 
announced, and foe five- 
door versions will arrive in 
May. The top-of-the-range 


Car builders 
are trying 
hard to put 
personality 
back into 
their product 


GSi will be available in the 
summer and there will be a 
Corsa van later in the year. 

The Corsa in threetioor 
form is rounded with soft 
lines and distinctive, al¬ 
most triangular, head¬ 
lamps. There is lots of glass, 
promising good headroom 
and visibility. The car uses 
the “cab forward” style, 
which in this case has 
moved the windscreen for¬ 
ward seven inches to in¬ 
crease internal space and 
visibility. This gives the car 
its slightly poised and 
hunched-forward look. 

The five-door version, 
which Vauxhall classifies as 
its “functional" model is 
less rounded and more up¬ 
right towards the bad; and 
the rear hatch. 

The 17-model range be¬ 
gins with the 90mph, 12 
litre threodoor. There is a 
1.5 litre diesel and a 1.6 
litre. 16-valve 121mphGSi 
that tops the range. At 12 ft 

_ 3 in the Corsa 

is 3 in longer 
than the 
Nova, but fay 
pushing the 
wheels out fur¬ 
ther to the cor¬ 
ners of the car 
Vauxhall has 
provided both 
more leg room 
for passengers 
in the back 
_ and some ex¬ 
tra shoulder 

room. 

Standard features across 
the range indude front 
seat-belt tensioners to take 
up slack in an accident, 
twin side-impact beams in 
the doors, a collapsible 
steering column, deadlocks, 
pollen filters and security- 
coded radio cassettes. 

Options include a driv¬ 
er’s side air bag anti-lock 
brakes, security alarm with 
engine immobiliser, power 
steering and automatic 


Fans of the Nova may be 
upset to see that the name 
as well as the car is to die. 
But the name change is in 
line with Vauxhall’s plans 
to harmonise models across 
Europe. Vauxhall in foe UK 
and its sister company. 
Opel sell identical cars 
here and on the Continent 
but have traditionally used 
different names. The re¬ 
placement to the Nova 
adopts the Corsa name that 
Opel has long used for the 
same vehicle on the 
Continent. 

Hie polity works both 
ways and tire Cavalier tag 
has crossed the Channel to 
replace the old Opel Vectra 
badge for that car. Whatev¬ 
er name ft carries, the 
Corsa is entering one of the 
market’s more competitive 
sectors, but Vauxhall seems 
confident it will do better 
than its predecessor. 

Vaughan Freeman 


H i hi 

PEr ' tost 




A fresh choice: the Vauxhall Corsa LS from the 17- 
model range which replaces the popular Nova 
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Why we should stop replacing the i 




Davies: timely arrival 


Y ou will forgive me for 
raising the point at this 
early stage, with some 
eight days still to go. but 1 
wonder which of the coaches 
at next week's international in 
Cardiff will benefit from the 
reverberating success of the 
underdog on the dub pitch 
next door last weekend. Per¬ 
haps Alan Davies, of Wales, 
and Dick Best, of England, 
should haw "Remember St 
Peter's" writ large on the 
dressing-room wall before 
their charges embark on their 
tussle on February 6. 

Davies may find succour in 
the knowledge that victory 
does not always go to the 
favourite. Best might similarly 
remind his players, though 


the psychology is different. 
One is moved by outrageous 
possibilities, the other needs to 
guard against them. 

But the Swalec Cup upset 
raised another issue. Not that 
anyone should wish to pro¬ 
long Cardiff's agony, but it 
may be worth recalling that in 
their Welsh cup defeat by a 
third division dub. they made 
a replacement When their 
fortunes were diminishing, 
they replaced their young 
stand-off half, Geraint Lewis, 
with their first-choice player in 
the position. Adrian Davies, a 
member of the Wales squad. 
There were those who inter¬ 
preted this not as a replace¬ 
ment of an Injured player, but 
as a substitution. In other 


Women produce predictable final 

World domination 
by Seles and Graf 
continues unabated 

From Andrew Longmore. tennis correspondent, in Melbourne 


SO COM PLETE has been the. 
domination of Monica Seles 
and Steffi Graf over the past 
two years, no other player has 
won a grand slam dtle since 
the US Open in 1990 — eight 
grand slams ago. Seles, the 
defending champion and 
world No. I. has won six and 
Graf two. both at Wimbledon. 

Despite a spirited challenge 
from Arantxa Sanchez Vic- 
ario. the status quo was never 
seriously in danger of disrup¬ 
tion in the semi-finals of the 
Australian Open yesterday. 

Seles, who beat a woeful 
Gabriela Sabatini for the loss 
of three games, and Graf, the 
7-5. 6-4 winner over Sftnchez 
Vicario. will meet as scheduled 
in the final tomorrow in the 
latest instalment of a rivalry 
every bit as intense—if not yet 
as enduring—as that between 
Chris Even and Martina 
Navratilova, who shared 14 
consecutive grand slams be¬ 
tween 1982 and 1985. 

"It's going to be special.” 
Graf said. "I'll have to be 
patient and go for my shots." 

Though the pair have now 
contested three of the last four 
grand slam finals, strangely, 
in these days of a toumament- 
a-week tennis, Grafs emphat¬ 
ic 6-2. 6-1 win on the centre 
court at Wimbledon was the 
last of their nine meetings. On 
day. Seles's ground strokes 
have the edge; on grass. Grafs 
extra weight of service and 
superior volley hold sway. 

On the Rebound Ace sur¬ 
face at Flinders Park, midway 
between the two in terms of 
speed, the balance of power 
might well be decided more in 
.the mind than on the court 


which makes the Yugoslav the 
marginal favourite. 

Neither needed to be at their 
best to reach the final. Sabati¬ 
ni was a shadow of herself, 
partly because of a virus, and 
spent much of the time chas¬ 
ing shadows. She was broken 
five times and could not 
muscle her way our of trouble 
as she had in the quarter-final 
against Mary Pierce. 

Only at the start of the 
second set was Seles's domi¬ 
nance called into question as 
Sabatini. the No. 3 seed, drew 
her opponent to the net and 
followed up with a lob or pass. 
Two errors and two double- 
faults in the fifth game broke 
the spell and Seles ended as 
she had begun by taking four 
games in a row for a 6-1,6-2 
victory in 53 minutes. 

Sabatini has now lost 12 of 
her 15 grand slam semi-finals. 
“It was a close match," Seles 
said. It did not look too tough 
from the outside. 

Graf started slowty and had 
to come from behind to take 
the first set Sanchez Vicario 
served for it at 5-4, only to be 
broken to love as Graf reeled 
off the last four games. 

In spasms, the Spaniard 
looked as complete a player as 
Graf but a clay-court tendency 
to retreat rather than attack in 
times of trouble allowed the 
No. 2 seed back into the 
match whenever she threat¬ 
ened to gain the upper hand. 
With her instinct for defence, 
speed, low centre of gravity 
and ability to retrieve, Sanchez 
Vicario would make an excel¬ 
lent sweeper for her beloved 
Barcelona FC — an impres¬ 
sion enhanced by new trainers 


that resembled football boots 
more than tennis shoes. 

Stubborn defence, though, 
provides little protection 
against aggressors as powerful 
and ruthless as Graf and 
Seles. 

Three unforced errors hand¬ 
ed Graf a 3-1 lead in the 
second set and a body disput¬ 
ed ace, on break point, 
blocked Sanchez Vicario's one 
chance of recovery. 

Only when Graf served for 
the match at 5-4 did the nerves 
take over, an ill-timed double¬ 
fault on break point giving the 
No. 4 seed a brief glimpse of 
escape, which was quickly cut 
off by a Hurry of errors in the 
very next game. 

“It was sort of OK." Graf 
said of her performance. 
“Nothing special.” 

James Baity and Jamie Del¬ 
gado. of Britain, reached the 
quarter-finals of the boys’ sin¬ 
gles. For the second successive 
day, both beat seeds — Baity 
recovering in the second set to 
beat the No. 3 seed, Lais 
Rehmann. of Germany, and 
Delgado outplaying the No. 9 
seed, Nicolas Escude, of 
France. 


RESULTS: Man: Douttos: Swri-finate: D 
Voser (SA) ana L Warder (Aus) M J-L Oa 
Jaoer and M Ontirnda (SA), 6-3.3-0, 6-3, 
6-f: J FtageraW (Aus) ana A JanytJ Oral bt 
M Kratanaim and W Masw (Ana*. 7-e. 6-4, 
6-1. Woman; Smgteo: Semifinals; U Seles 
(Yu® W GSabaWK (Af®. 6-1. 6-2: S Grat 
(Gar) w A SAnchez Wraino (Sp). 7-s. 6-4. 
Doubaa: Quansr-Onab: G Fernandez (US) 
and N Zvareva (Befaius) W L McNcfl fUSi 
and R Stuoos (Aust. 6-3.6-1: P Shrtvw (US1 
and E Smyte (Aus) H L Nafand (La) and J 
Novotna (Cz). 6-3. 6-3 Mixed dairies: 
Ouuw-ftnab: Z GarrisafWacfcsan and R 
Leach /US) tt N Mfyaa Vapory and K 
Krrear fUSl. 4-6, 7-6. 9-7: J HeUienngton 
and G MfcMwa (Can) bl P Shrner (US) 
and S Sttrile (Aus). 7-6. 36. 6-2: Sanchez 
Vicano and T Wooddndge (Aus) tt C 
Martinez and J SAncfwz (Sp). 6-1. 6-1 
Sefni-ana!: GamscxvJacteon and Leacfi bi 
Zvereva and K Jones (US). 6-2. 7-6. 


GOLF 


Claydon dicks with salvaged dub 


THERE was Russell Claydon 
using a putter he had scav¬ 
enged from a rubbish bin, and 
Severiano Ballesteros experi¬ 
encing a touch of discomfort 
with a pair of breaches. The 
first round of the Dubai 
Desen Classic yesterday was 
never in danger of becoming 
boring- 

Claydon, who had a round 
of 66, six under par. a stroke 
behind the young Irishman. 
Paul McGinley. had his best 
putting round for some time, 
and he did it with a putter he 
could not say with any certain¬ 
ty belonged to him. 

' He acquired the club after 


From Mel Webb in ditbaj 

Johan Rystrom. disgusted 
with its inability to put the ball 
in the hole, broke it and threw 
it away when playing with 
Claydon in the European 
Masters in Switzerland last 
autumn. Claydon's caddie 
saved it from an awful ami 
anonymous fate. 

The dub was given a new 
shaft. Claydon liked it and 
finished fourth in Germany 
the first rime he used it 
Rystrom reckons it still be¬ 
longs to him. but Claydon's six 
birdie puns, two of them from 
20 feet, did nothing to im¬ 
prove Rystrom's chances of a 
speedy reunion with the dub. 


WORD-WATCHING 


Answers from page 36 
BOM BORA 

(to) a dangerous stretch of water where the waves break over a 
submerged reef or rocks, Australian and New Zealand, from the 
Aboriginal worth “Bombora is an Aboriginal word applied to the 
high-crested wave which breaks, even on windless days, over 
submerged rocks near the coastline and in some cases at 
entrances to coastal harbours and inlets." 

J’ADOUBE 

(ai An expression used when a player wishes to touch a chessman 
without making a move, French for "I adjust”: "If a player touch 
one of his adversary's pieces, without saying 'J’adoube', he may 
be compelled to take it” 

PREMARIN 

fa) A proprietary name fora mature of oestrogenic compounds 
obtained from the urine of pregnant mares and used in the 
treatment of various conditions, esp. those caused by or involving 
oestrogen deficiency, portmanteau from prefgn gnt) * r mrfe)* in: 
•‘Ityftigqe patients w urtimw ri adinmifli aSmol pmnarin resulted 
in a suggestive, though inconclusive, improvement in mortality as 
compared with a comparable control group.” 

TOURNEE 

(a) Around, circuit, tour, from the French rounufe: “We did today 
what is called the tournee and which is visits to afl flic Ministers 
and Grand families.” "When Louis Armstrong and Dave 
Brubeck come to Germany, their tournees take (hem to sola-oat 
mnffn halhJ!---- - - - 

SOLUTION TO WINNING CHESS MOVE 
Black resigned after I all on account of 1 .~Ra8 2 Rxb7* KdS 3 
Rb8* Ke7 4 RxgS RxgS S RbS. 


McGinley, a former Walker 
Cup player, had seven birdies 
in the first 13 holes of a career- 
best round, and had kind 
words to say about the help 
given when he was still an 
amateur by Nick Faldo who 
yesterday had a 70. 

Ballesteros, meanwhile, was 
undergoing a lecture from 
Andy McFee. one of the tour's 
senior rules staff, for slow play. 
Ballesteros, milking the situa¬ 
tion afterwards as only he can. 
obviously liked the sound of 
the word. 

“He said I had two breach¬ 
es.” he said. *T thought I 
played quite fast, bat I don't 
like to have these breaches. 1 
am worried about Bernhard 
Langer — I think he is going 
to have a lot of breaches this 
year.” A short silence. “And 
Nick Faldo. Breaches for him. 
too" 

Mike Stewart, (be tourna¬ 
ment director, said that 
Ballesteros and Peter Mitch¬ 
ell one of his playing partners, 
had broken the slow play 
regulation twice each. Bal¬ 
lesteros, Mitchell and the 
blameless Jim Payne took 
nearly 4^ hours for their 
round, 15- minutes longer 
than the tour's target 

A third breach of the rule 
would have cost them £250: 
Ballesteros, it is understood, 
would not have needed to 
apply for an overdraft to pay 
the fine. 

LEADING FUST-ROUND SCORES (53 
aw to unless fiawfi 65: P McGriev 66 
RCw/ta 
Wearer 
PAID**. 

Ralph. RftjPefty 70:f4SjKS3Cti>&»! 3 
Lane. JHanfcca (SA). P Bator, iSoertte-N 
Fawc. P W». S Pcnantacrt. R G«Wfl 
(SAi 71: J Cocaw iArgj. a Screrean 
fOm. P Lmtk. a Ganer (S*of. f 
OConrefl. M Kr&tt ISw?:, S Tenrq iDcw. 
F Under on (£}»*«■;. P Muerwii s Bjf-eae-M 
(So' eels 'SA). 0 G'licrd V Sr*?-. (Rpi. C 
Mason. S Ames jinn/ D Mgmnc iCjt.i M 
Hdnnod (Ae). « Kadwr (Swei 



GERALD 

Davies 

Rugby Commentary . 


words, the player ms 
changed for tactical, rather 
than medical reasons. 

Suspicions that the law 
governing replacements was 
being floured were aroused 
also during Swansea's match 
against Llanelli. Not long 
after Garin Jenkins, the hook¬ 
er. was sent off, Alan Reyn¬ 
olds, a Danker, went down 
with an injury to be replaced 
by Robin McBryde, a hooker. 


“It seems this season that 
there have been a number of, 
shall wo say, questionable or 
convenient injuries to certain- 
players to allow specialist play¬ 
ers to come on." Ken Row¬ 
lands. the Welsh Rugby 
Union referees development 
officer, said. 

Doubts were first aroused 
in inte r n a ti o nal rugby last 
season. When France were 
failing miserably in the 


lineout against Wales, Chris- 
tophe Mougeot was replaced- 
by Olivier Roumat at half- 
time. The amount of posses¬ 
sion they won increased 
noticeably. 

. Once .again, a dubious 
practice has begun and is 
imitated, it . is. however, a 
contravention of the law. Up 
to four players can be re¬ 
placed, but “only on account 
of injury", which during inter¬ 
nationals is determined by a 
medical practitioner or, at 
dub leva by a medically 
traiflfed person. On the evi¬ 
dence of the swiftness with 
which exchanges take place in 
dub matches, the referee does : 
not always appear to check the 
medical opinion. 


To be fair, even a doctor 
may be in some difficulty. 

^^^niance, cannot be 
done with the same certainty 
as a broken nose, which has a, 
certain visual impact at least 
The procedure for introduc¬ 
ing a replacement has grown' 

■ less prolonged, in some re¬ 
spects less .worrying, than in 
1969. -when ' Fhp Bennett 
became the first international 
replacement There were only' 
two ' named replacements 
'then. Now there are. six,. 
Substitution becomes possible 
because of the choice of spe 1 ' 
dalxstplajers available on' die 
bench. A player .would be 
reluctant to come oft and a 
coach loath to pull him off i£ 


as before, there were 

replacements to choose 

Bui tbe number was in¬ 
creased because of the danger 
of replacing 

by players with no ejgenen* 
in positions such as the front 
row. Litigation .was, ancI re¬ 
mains. possible in the event^of 

more, the InternationalRug- 

by Football Board is already 
considering substitution or 

practice has begun, it is difr 
cult to see how it can oe 
stopped Once more, sadty, 
control moves into the coach s 
hands, and away, fro™ * e 
players. It is an unnecessary 
and unwanted shift 



Grounds for optimasm: lan Oougfa, left the Dewsbury secretaiy, and Smith at their adopted Batley home • 

Dewsbury plough a field of dreams 


MOUNT Pleasant is not as it 
sounds. Batley play their rug¬ 
by league there, as do Dews¬ 
bury nowadays. "You could 
plant decent tatties on it" the 
groundsman proclaimed, as a 
black liquor percolated to the 
surface and spilled down the 
slope towards the wool mills 
that form the physical back¬ 
bone of the two west York¬ 
shire towns. 

Whoever said that the road 
to Wembley never ran 
smoothly probably had such a 
place m mind. Fifty games in 
five months have transformed 
the pitch into a mud heap, 
and Wigan's hopes of a sixth 
consecutive Challenge Cup 
will require the stoutest of 
performances on it against 
Dewsbury in a first-round tie 
on Sunday. 

A dank and pokey visitors’ 
dressing-room is part of 
Dewsbury’s armoury'. “When 
you put the kettle on next 
door, the heater packs In.” 
Norman Smith, their coach. 


Christopher Irvine on the welcome being 
prepared for mighty Wigan by the minnows 
hoping to spring a Challenge Cup surprise 


said “We want to make it as 
uncomfortable for them as 
possible, particularly on the 
pitch. What a state, eh?” And 
the smile broadens. 

Dewsbury have not known 
a day tike it for years, nor a 
season for that matter. They 
lead the third division by four 
points and have sold 4,500 
tickets, which wiU treble their 
usual attendance not that 
there is any indication around 
Mount Pleasant of the match 
taking place 

This is strictly the home of 
Batley. Dewsbury have been 
in temporary residence 18 
months, awaiting tbe comple¬ 
tion. in December of a new 
stadium. A suburban sprawl 
has enveloped their old 
ground at Crown Flatt. where 


the street names are a re¬ 
minder of past glories: Ste¬ 
phenson Close after Mike 
Stephenson, who captained 
the side to the 1973 champ¬ 
ionship, and Waring Way. 

Times have been at. their 
leanest for two decades but 
have improved since the move 
to Batley. where they tore 
undefeated this season. Even 
the die-hards who refuse to 
darken Balky’s door may 
relent tins once. " 

Wigan stir memories of the 
1929 final, the first at Wem¬ 
bley. and what around the 
town is still referred to as an 
eariycaseof “nobbling”. So as 
not to offend southern sensi¬ 
bilities, Joe Lyman’s team of 
firebrands whs told fay a 
league official in the dresong- 


room to tone down its ap¬ 
proach. Tbe result was a 13-2 
defeat . : *: 

- Fra their thirteenth-meet¬ 
ing in the cup — Dewsbury's 
solitary wm was in 1899 — 
Wigan can expect no favomrs. 
Dewsbury's youth policy has 
spawned a wealth of talent 
led by Nathan Graham, a full 
bock now being recommend¬ 
ed for international nnder-21 
honours. The pace of Eddie 
Rombo, a Kenyarvand Den-, 
nis Bailey on tire wzogs» allied 
to the intuitive pairing of Paul 
Delaney and Paul Shnttite- 
worth at half hack, could 
stretch Wigan. 

Smith is trader noiffusioiis. 
“A miner, plasterer, bricklay¬ 
er, plumber, postman, ptfolir 
can, engineer and students 
versus the finest professional 
dob. You can only dream,” he 
said. “That’s what we must 
do, and remember that this is 
a superb one-off. Workington 
in the league next' week, now, 
that’s 



Pakistanis 
drop three 
for Shaijah 

Pakistan have omitted Aamir 
Sohafl. - Shahid Saeeri and 
Naved Anjum from a squad of 
16 for the one-day cricket 
tournaments in Shaijah and 
South Africa: The team, which 
win be captained by Wasim 
Akram for the first time, leaves 
for Sharjah, tomorrow. 

Salim 'Malik and Ramiz 

a |a were among these origtr 
ty dropped but after lobby- 
jng ' were named in the tour 
party, the announcement of 
whim was delayed by 24 
hours. 

SQUAD: Wtam Atoam. Waqar Yams. 
Jawed Mtendoj, afflm Malk. tertz Raf. 
Short) Mohammad. Aaqfo Jawd. MusWaj 
Ahmed Zidtid . FomC RashW LaM. 
fcBanonuW-tatt Alar Rahman, Aaf 
Mufa*& Bhutan M. Sand Anwar, Arehad 
Khan. * 

Krabbe delay 

Athletics: Katrin Krabbe’s ap¬ 
peal against a four-year b in 
for doping has been put bade 
another month to March, the 
German athletics federation 
fDLV) said yesterdays-The 
federation is waiting for re¬ 
ports on foe drug denboterol 
before it can stage the hearing. 
□ The-track at Crystal Palace 
National Sptyts Centre, south 
London, is to ; fee resurfaced 
between April and June at a 
.cost of .aitrand^l00,000. TJhe 
firsl meerfing on the new track 
■wffl .be i th£?‘Pearf Assurance 
British championships < on 
J6ne j2 and 13. ■ • 

BOA initiative 

Olympic Games: The British 
.Otyjnpk Association (BOA) is 
to^ accredit leading sports cen¬ 
tres fobefo raise the quaMty.of 
training for prospective med¬ 
al-winners. These .centres will 
be permitted to display the 
five-ring Olympic symbol hut 
must; provide suitable facilities 
such as accommodation and 
advice^ in nutrition, sports 
. medicine and sports science. 

Wainwiight’s call 

Teams: Mandy Wainwright 
16, who reached the semi¬ 
finals of tbe Orange Bowl 
world junior championships 
m Miami last month, has 
received a wild card into the 
LTA women's 'satellite tourna¬ 
ment inrNewcasde next week. 

Brand in front 

Goff Gordon J. Brand, foe 
former champion, struck six 
birdies in a round of 69 to take 
the joint lead with Ian Spencer 
in the first round of the 
Zambian Open at Lusaka 
yesterday. They, lead Jan 
Tflmanis, the Swede, and 
Peter Njiru. of Kenya, by a 
stroke. 


Coker ruled out for season 

By David Hands, rugby correspondent 


HARLEQUINS have been 
told they will be unable to 
field Troy Coker in competi¬ 
tive matches until next sea¬ 
son. The Australian inter¬ 
national. who has appeared 
for Harlequins at intervals 
over the last fire years and 
now intends to make his 
home in England, is stiD 
regarded as an overseas play¬ 
er and must fulfil the 1 SO-day 
eligibility period. 

Aiwynne Evans, the regis¬ 
trar for the Senior Clubs 
Assvxiarion. informed the 
SCA executive committee of 
the decision on Wednesday 
night and. unless Harlequins 
choose to appeal to the Rugby 
Football Union and are suc¬ 
cessful — and the precedent 
set over Rob Andrew's mum 
ro Wasps this season suggests 
that they would not be — 
Coker will not play either 
league or cup matches this 
season. 

However, Evans, contrary 
to foe feelings expressed in 
foe north and west of foe 
country, said he did not 
believe’ there was any great 
intensity of player movement 
as clubs gear themselves for a 
1993-4 season in which 


home and away league games 
will be played for the first 
time. With the 120-day trans¬ 
fer period for domestic players 
looming in mid-February, 
Peter Ford. Gloucester's 
chairman, said: "I under¬ 
stand that in the north it’s Eke 
a cattle auction and it’s nearly 
as bad here. It’s disgraceful/' 
Gloucester, threatened with 
relegation limn the first divi¬ 
sion of the Courage Clubs 
Championship and suffering 
an unprecedented kes of play¬ 
ers this season, are to appoint 
a director of rugby and last 



Coker misses games 


Thursday night outlined to 
their players plans to keep the 
dub at the top of English 
rugby. 

The key to player move¬ 
ments. in a time of recession, 
is jobs and the Glouceter area 
has been hit hard by unem¬ 
ployment The dub ’admits 
foe need for a fuH-tkne official 
to liaise more dosety with 
load schools and dubs, and 
recruit players if necessary. 
They hope to appoints before 
the season ends. 

“What the dub won’t do is 
pay {layers." Mickey Booth, 
the chairman of selectors, 
said. "But we have to make ft 
attractive to play for Glouces¬ 
ter and our biggest priority is 
not lo lose any more players. 
We have survived for 120 
years on players coming from 
local dubs and youth teams 
and wanting to play for 
Gloucester but it appears that 
is not enough any more." 

□ Steve Wills, of Leicester, a. 
former England Under-21 
international utility back, has 
joined Nottingham, - of foe 
second division, after finding 
first-team opportunities hard 
to come by in his stay -at 
Welftml Road. . 


Conditions 
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RACING 33 


MPs urge transfer of Tote to BHB 


* By Richard Evans 

RACING CORRESPONDENT 

THE home secretary will be 
tgg ed b y MPs next week to 
transfer the Horserace Total- 
isaxor Board to foe new British 
Homeradng Beard (BHB) by 

The call from members of 
the all parly p arir a ment aiy 
rating committee looks cer¬ 
tain to prompt a fresh 
wife Lord Wyatt of Weefard. 
diairman of the 1 Tote, who 
recently, ridiculed .such "a 
handover and daimed it could, 
be “calamitous Sir racing.” 

Kenneth Clarice has been 
specifically asked to talk about 
the future of the Tote, along 
with Sunday racing and the 
role of the levy, when he 
addresses the committee at 
Westminster on Tuesday. 

Tim Paice, Conservative MP 
for south east Cambridgeshire 
and chairman, erf die commit¬ 
tee. said yesterday: “There is a 
fairly substantial body of polit¬ 
ical opinion that sitys when the 
BHB is up and running the 
Tote should somehow be 
moved across to the board. 
Whether you give it or have to 
buy it axe problems that need 
to be addressed. 

“There is an argument that 
the Tote is a nationalised 
operation that belongs to the 
country and therefore should 
not be given fo anybody. 

“However, the general feel¬ 
ing is that the BHB are the 
right people to run it It would 



be unrealistic to do it until the 
BHB has got up and running 
and shown its.mettle. They 
have more than enough on 
their plate without having to 
take over die Tote now.” 

He added^T vrould have 
thought if it were to coincide 
with the end of Lord Wyatt's 
term erf office, that would be 
about right" 

Lord Wyatt aged 74, was 
recently reappointed chair¬ 
man of the Tote, to die 


Tote should be taken out of 
Home Office controTand run 
by racing provided fundamen¬ 
tal changes were carried out to 
the way the sport is rim. The 
creation of the BHB has, in 
theory, fulfilled die selectcom 1 
mittee’s demands for reform. 

However, Lord Wyatt, 
chairman of the Tote since 
1976, areoedthree weeks ago 
that as all Tote profits went to 
raemg. a change to ownership 
by the fledgling BHB would 


“If you are going to have a 
competitive betting situation, 
there is no-real need for die 
Tote to be in the state sector as 
long as you have a means of 
returning a proportion or all 
its profits to raring.” 

Lord Wyatt is entitled to 
attend Tuesday's meeting as it 
is open to MPs and peers. But 
he is far more likely to tty to 
bend Clarke’s ear in private at 
the Tote annual lunch i 
London on March 9. 


in 


be - pointless and counter- 


proa 

"A 

naive- 

nyway. the BHB has no 



Paice: not convinced theTote has been ran the bestway 


surprise of many in raring and 
at .Westminster, and he is not 
due to step down until until 
April 399£. 

Earlier this month, he is¬ 
sued a sharp rebuff to advo¬ 
cates of transferring the Tote 
after Lord Swaythhng, a mem¬ 
ber of the Tote board as well as 
the BHB. pubHcaDy backfid 
such a switch. 

The Commons home affairs 
select committee enquiry two 
years ago -recommended the 


nd it is laughable to 
suppose that it would be given 
the valuable Tote for nothing. 
1 cannot foresee any change in 
the Tote’s statutory position 
even after I have gone, and 
certainly nor while I am here.” 
he added. ' 

Paice said if the BHB-ran 
the Tote it 'would help 
maximise the returns to rac¬ 
ing. “I am not convinced the 
Tote has been run tire best 
way. or achieved the best for 
raring. ] think there would be 
a lot of scope for considerably 
more-dynamic and enterpris¬ 
ing leadership within the 
ToteT he said, pointedly. 

“I see no reason why the 
Tote should be state run. We 
can go back in history and 
there are a lot of people who 
believe it should have been 
made a monopoly, like it is in 
so many countries. But there is 
no way that is going to occur 
now. 


Nap: PEAJADE 
(3.50 Uttoxeter) 

Next best High Baron 

(4.10 Wincanton) 


David Nicholson has been 
anxious to find an eariy oppor¬ 
tunity for Peajadc (3.50 
Utioxeter) after his chaser was 
barfly impeded and unseated 
his rider in tire Warwick 
National last Saturday. 

The mn e-year-old looked to 
be in the process of running a 
sound race. He Should revel in 
soft ground and is landed to 
take advantage of a lenient 
mark. 

HQgh Baron (4.10 Win¬ 
canton) has been raised 111b 
for winning over course and 
distance two weeks ago but 
given the ease of his victory, 
that should not stop him 
completing a treble. 



THUNDERER 

1.40Km Velocity. 2.10 Ciaxton Greens. &4Q What A 

To Do. 3.10 Land Of The Free. 3.40 Pardo Prince. 
4.10 High Bcron. 


SOWS: SOFT - 


t,40pimis$iiamra 

(£2,057:2m 6f) (14 runneis) 

1 .Ml OMVaOCSTYtt($)PHottnS-1M3_MPntar(7) 

2 -MS HRSTCOMMAND ISTFcnta6-11-4-CUtorifei 

3 8H4 fflOSIBmrteF Tutor 0-11-1_Kiln 

4 M3 SOU)BUCK 11 JUms 7-10-11_GDptti 

5 586 RMMOM BAY 15 K State 64ML_RteanfS) 

E 084 WELSH COTTAGESJ BOMB 10-7_— DM*ty 

7 SB-0 FemWV2DBHnS-VM_Altaev 

4 WF2 ALLDGEORGESOMlJWnnOMB4_REdMfds{7) 

5 -B20 UBJDON 28 Ms J (fetor 5-40-4-MAfiaearid 

10500 PRUSSIAN GUARD IS M*Jfi*ta 7-108_Dr ~ 

11 mo FWKrnuwssirfiMTanrMiHi__ 

12 pm GOLD MAIBLE 26 DB Trite ft-IDO-I 

IS MF SHfMMBMaAKhtflB-IIH)-- 

H P0S- BUT OF SOLD ZB1 L Vftrino 5-108_ 

11-8 M Wtaty. 7-1 nm Carnnd. BUM btn. 0-1 mum, 1M Mi 
Ihtodf. 12-1 Soto Burt. 14-1 Mo 6aoqj). Rinrafty. 25-1 dim 

2.10 BET WITH THE TOTE NOVICES CHASE 

(£3.288:3m If 110yd) (14) 


se 


1 1441 AJMOCWJW 10 (ttSJJ fflhRl 7-11-WL. 

2 -132 ASKBMR&EY 21 (D5) J Upson 6-11-3_— 

a m cwxiwsREae is bimhbo 9-H-3__ 

4 MF WBRMG VALLEY 41 (DJGLG) A Jons 6-118_ 

5 31F4 Q«.rs STAR 9 (Bi . ' .S) K rwdDn QwM 6-IIM2 


PMfel 
RI 
- Jimr 
BUpsa 


850 COBB MM 71 RAtor 7-10-10_J _ 

103- CRYSTAL HBBH1S 269 (&S) Ms JNk 7-10-10 

HARonH 

MP HAMPERB(BAS)MMUMS 10-10-10_'_OSgK 


WF MAffiaiJ 


3 CBmtt 6-10-10_ 



11 MP DUCK RAPOR 507 Foote B-10-10_ 

12 2-flP RMUraUCE79<B£)CMktelD-lD-1D_SI 

13 H/P SBIAPHK H6J. 8 (R PHotta 9-10-10_MHoarignl 

14 4200 SHAST0H 9 (BJLF.S) H G M Tra 8-1010_P Holey 

158 Ann CMhm. 5-2 Ctattn Groane. 6-1 AtHkny. 8-1 EnRys Sir. 
W-1 fMno'Mfiqr. 12-1 OysW Mdto, 20-1 HaaMia, 2S-1 Him. 


COURSE SPECIALISTS 


1RU0S: 41 Hiittn-OnlB. 4 dm hn 14 anmL 21SV M 
pi» 30 km 106, 7&3K TfimoL f 2 fcmr7l. iBJBfcliaJ Mb. 
10h»fi2,10,lK;NHiBdiBM l 7lmS1 l 117%: JBBoaL 81mm 
74.1IL8&. 

JOCKEYS: j Lon. I an fcom 24.3131 rides: U HtMlgnj 
tail ii 20J% D Lhniby. Stain 27.1151: P Haley. 10 tam 67, 
14MjC Ueaflyn, lOtan at 1451: U A Fagstad. 7 fan 54. 
130%. 


15S4 SUNBEAM TALBOT 15, 
-SB ROHNHBBntWlYSS 


^(D^A Jem 12-118. 


2.40 PAT RUTHVEN AND BUY WXON ftOIOnAL 
VASE HANDICAP CHASE 
(Amateurs: £3.028:3m It 110yd) (9) 

1 W UPAM)COMHfl653 0LFa]NHnlnai1O128 

CMomfT) 
l_. s Bum (7) 

FAS) PVWte n-118 

ALiHkO) 

4 fl>2 THAISTWBUSMSS 17©flGBMfag9-KM JtWMnp) 

5 4441 WHAT A TO D011 E) TFai» 9-1(H) (4e) TJM3(7) 

E 471- NAUSHTY NEXT478 (61) K BMnp 8-10-0.- Ms J Lfctan 0 

7 F21- TAGMOUH EHAmUR 284 0}^) A Bkbm t HHI 8 Mack (7) 

8 6-25 UWB) DOTH 44 (B.CDAS) J (Stj 12-1IML. CHWC9dl(7) 

fl P34* PARKY PETE SOB Scrim 12-1041_RWMpj 

7-2 Sutan TeM. «-1 Hm Dm Badness. MM A lo Do, M Uafer OBv. 
H-2 ihnau BOMqr. 8-U* And Goano, 12-1 afam 

3.1 0 SCULPTORS CLAIMING HURDLE 

(4-Y-a £1,704:2rn) (10) 

1 221 LAW0F1WRffiap)m%wU-7_JLCMer 

2 0533 USSMATOOLD 28 R Hoops <M-T ThonBOd (7) 

3 065 ANOTHBtWTAGE 13 P Coital 11-2._CUeMqn 

4 5U32 ATHAR11 HMbHI-1_S 8» 

5 0 BELLA RUN II R HodOB f 1-1_Wl 

B 041 RICH P1CNNB5 64 raDRIu** 1M_N H 

7 PIO CIMRM0NK 7S (D.q J Jnoh 10-11_D Stymie 

8 0 DMKIffiMBJKtag 10-11_J Konegli 

9 33 RMR0RCHD8PMdHUs 10-11. UAAqpdd 

n QUAunRnaissFitaAiwgnio-2_..wsMyP) 

M Lad 01 Ike FM. 138 At*. 138 Mbs 8-1 tae OaM. 
10-1 Btt FUfap. 12-1 CMmata. 20-1 on 


3-40 HAURKE LISTER HANDICAP CHASE 

(£4.142:2m) (6) 

t RB4 RANTOPRIKE48{QLF&SICFeplnn 12-128.. SUOMI 

2 2-S2 AUARHORB 25 Q}>.as)TTnlei 9-128_ CUbMM 

3 8211 BROUQHnW MANOR 7 (OXFAS) UsJ Rm 8-11-3 (5«) 

U A Roger*) 

4 R211 CARBONATE 14 (P.FXLS) R BuO* 8-10-12_Albg*a 

5 V34 SMARUE EXPffiSS 34 (Cy.S) B Hodosa H-10-8 _ W InOne 

5 4U4I MWTAUN0 7 (COF.S) G Hmobey 10-108_DUetfiy 

MBraq|Hmlfam.3-lfaiMNaa7-2Mof l ilKB.4-lCjrtnsie I B-l San¬ 

to Even, 14-1 ManMoB. 


4.10 PAINTERS HANDICAP HURDLE 

(£2,616:2m) (It) 


-U11 HBH BARON 15 (toPA (l Nnof 6-128 . — M HoirtM ffl 
425 ROWLAIf>SOI5eaaa(D.F)PLsiEiiB-!1-4.„.SHDdpeon 
0063 RBX8MVE SRL15 (CDJ.&S) KBfsbop 11-30-13 D HoWa (7) 
058 HOTITtAMa SOU) a (CD.GL5) us J near 8-10-10 

MARtqeald 

3360 JAOOH 7 (CAS) Ul J Dm 5-108-DS*r(7) 

2V4 SKITTLE AUfY 22 p,G) S Mdtar 7-108-MRM 

00V PEri£ ITOR 282 nFa^HHWm 9-108 . Mr 6 UMb (7) 
4446 FREE JUSTICE 28 P.S5 A J YNmh 9-108_AUuA 

m- oner 203 iof) Mai wttni 9-iM_ s mom 

008 GALAQAMGS24 |Q.GlRfieddR6-1D8.—... MrC Bona (71 

11 D40R SANOMBCLFARMei4-104L-WMtfirtM 

12 68P SEXnWONAyOo8-108 .....DBddpm 

48 H* tan 5-1IMM* GdkL A-l SfaBfe Atay. 14-1 ftnfandsan'S Gems. 
Pacta frOr. 16-1 JiAti. 25-1 ofaea. 
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THUNDERER 

2^5 Arthur's Minstrel. 
3.05 rm Toby. 

335 Barge Boy. 

230 DREAMERS DELIGHT (nap). 4.05 Sriv^aya. - 

The Times Private Hancflcapper'a top rating: 4.05 SRMJAYA. 


1.00 Pandessa. 
130 Spring hokn. 


1 118143 GOOD TICS 13 PF^.S^) (Mrs D RobfasoQ BIM128. 


.BWe*(7) 68 


Rsetcad luntar. SWf^iakwn falL P— vtam BF—betas fanuta to Hest.iaa): 
wffsd up. U—liw afad jtt r. ,B— Srooptri - Gofag an *8ch taw h» «na |F—finn. flood la 

arLL-JgJrgy.Sli' 

oueir FB BaL IB—bUm V—vBsr. H— - ™"«‘ D *™ f * MP •“ 

fanodT I—EjesMeM. C—caratanr 0— «Wt ttfar pta taf rtotam. Tta Ttos 
CO—ame end dUnce Pitafa Hmftapjw^nBno. 


GOINS: GOOD. GOOD TO HRM PATCH 8TH FBCE 


BIS 


1.00 SEIBrCONDfTiOIIAL JOCKEYS CUUMING HURDLE 

(£1,874:2m 4f) (7 runners) 


244204 GYMCRAKEAIKEM P)(TDyei)TDy*r5-128— 
1-43SP0 RHDMAN COM 9 (tt3) (M Cana) B HoB«eB M1-10_ 
2000 RBK CORBITTS 15 (BMW* UflDBidy HI-10: 


A Lkte (7) 77 
BCeM(7) 7G 
HIM* 50 


4 44112P- DAWAPAR 377 fPJrJB) IB SemeHM) . J*IW g 

5 21-1421 RAWESSA14 (DiFAS) PTtaSfi)MSMpnafayS-11-7_ ~*r: - S 

. 9i ;531RM RAW2Q(1^<JSIm^jatwtr5 ^ »^rf ^*5» iiBi .^a4>^tpfa 'j r 

7 12/5305 AS DteOU 14 Pfl (N Jadsaa) Jtawy RbOWM H1-2_-- Wtatai « 

BET1W6C10-11 DMMkr.5-2 PapdBn.'4-l Raw). 12-1 Hot* Bohi 

33-1 Rtag Co**S 

1992: NO OOfHSPQNDBK MSTMG • 

FORM FOCUS 


EYMCRAK 6AMBLE Ml 2nd *13 » OariaWs 

Emna taahratcaplwdJBs! caWdefaNowm- 
tw (3m IfliqwL mad fa Sfl). 0AWA0AR1MI 
2nd a( 5 fa bwW fa I Nndcw lude fa 
Bfcbmh « PMM1*# *tat H nemn (dn 4L 


_tMVUUDEtalHJtalHHwnr 


SOL Pwioa*r. 3W 2nd id 14 fa Se» UaMln » 
■ntatf bsaSc^i Ink * Crete Cm 41 
llQyd. good fa eaBL 0m»AK GAMBLE 
p) me Ofl) m 4BU RAAW a sm ol 15 fa 
Cddta fa i daring tm>a at Hyta* (2m. 
DOOd fa ScA). AS D'fflOU 4W 3rd oj 7 B . 

FidaWm taied IModii December 

4J, soft. 

SetaAK PANDESSA 


1.30 RAWBY MOOR HANDICAP CHASE 

(£3,318:2m 3f110yd) (6 nmnets) 

115233 PALM READS! 79 (CDfl (MhsSTww) P CtaeNmoidi 0-128- 
42-3323 SFHKHOLU 8 PP.SA ffriR C lta*ri 0 McMm 11-10-7— 
1MIM0 WraffTHERE4»pf.S) (J faeemioodlMTfa«WM. 


FMSP8 HALF BROTHER 21 PAS) pflnmal UeJfltawll-103, 
WW WE51BW TRUCE 607 (I) gSs R Wfcan) J tafitar 10-108— 
U382R2 ALAN BALL 49 (B.SJ (A Ht) Mss G Wfaon 7-108- 


- CUM BB 

— fttasmody 0 
DRUnoodP) 98 

_ BtaHn BB 

__ MLyoUl - 

_JOrinoa 7B 


Lire tanNtap: WMfasr Thtoe 98, Atti B* M. 

BETT1NB: 9-4 Sufe^ota. 11-4 P*n HwM. 1DW0 Wfawtea, 4-1 Hell BRtttor. 118 AM B*. 
100:1 WMm Tiuee. 

FORM rocus 


PALM READER 13 3nl nl .6 fa Chy Doudy fa a 

S denal KeNooo warnm ml Bb 
SPHNBH 0LMTjSdidIBfaPBh, S_a 
dwNLndliwpm^MO-WJa®- 
T1K ia » a! 17 to Kre faatantop 
cbsse ner tom am) dfatan hood). HALF 


BROTHS* 7MI W d 5fa The Green SfaTfae 
tandkep da» A Tawaler pm tioyd. ttapO. 
ALANBAU. 71 2nd al TO la Mags fae 

.« tmtap. dam hem (2n 


2.00 ROSSWGTON MAM NOVICES HURDLE 

(Grade fc £6,640:2m. 110yd) (5 runners) 

1 V11122 DREAMERS DfiJGHT 20 (D.G.S) (MB H CkM) D Mclulsoa 7-118 

2 2-11211 mc»er v tno vm 6ntf «n7-n-o — - 

3 a^ll STOHMEAD14 (&F-5) 01 UMfaefa) 0 SDmood 5-118- 

4 00-101 RMQLAM) 27 (M) (R-MUNI0 UMB 5-118-- 

5 233-52 VASBJW17 (Bt (RHoaMOJLafgAHI-5—- . . 

BETTN&. 11-ID Fftctiey. 04 Sktataed, Mfteenm DUV1-20-1 Rtotf*®. 25-1 

F0RMF0GUS 


R DuMDOdsr 95 

- KDoHR S 

_ JOetarae 91 

- DJMdM bi 
» 




■MOV. imam « swam 
R Lmais Nariof Hnk a 


_■ fa fat _ 

o»fc¥fera (an il —y- 

RDOOEY bM Dizzy Mini IHMWtanta 

hadfa M Ayr (2ir ooodLPnriowV. BM A^^ 

In a 17-mrn khm tank war 

fines MfaVASWBM3fa MM Dto «V £§* Ml 


RWGLAND Qfa DeHer oQ.iaii 7 Ul STOW*- 
HEAD BM Sntta Sttool SHI fa ■ 15-nmor 

Sto tOTfaTSool w ume 001 (2m 110yd. 

FmSIaKI heal Abefanl HI In a 13-niinr Mrfce 
Kpn. good. VASBJEvakd id ifl fa 
biniM A LeRMer pm, o<»d to 


sScttom DREAMERS DEUGH7 tyflp| 


COURSE SPECIALISTS 


TRAINERS 

0 Shenend 
U Npe ^ 

D takes SmNl 
J 

MH Etfflrty 
MS M RMMy 


2.35 SANDALL BEAT NOVICES HANDICAP CHASE 

(£3,029:3m) (19 runners) 

1 2-2U2P2..IUSTHAVEASWI6 B (P D Fstam 180 0 (taWno 7-11-10. 

2 1BW4 ■ MR] THE TBSS13 (DJ.S) (fl Tta) R Uto 9-T18_ 


3 124222 MOngmiKfflB. 55 (F.Q taHOmrAPCmtaw* MM. 

4 01/0-1 ff SICSfFS SAND 73 (Bj) (I Asntage) M H EMaitqr 6-10-12__ 

5 10055 OSMOSIS 41 (CJ) [M Uefiad^ D tansy Srmh 7-105_ 

06PO4J5 BRUCES CASTLE 11 (Ms BSDQ BMwell 7-105. 


332F-4F RYTON GUARD 53 (BF) (Ms A MnQ S CMOfal 8-10-4. 


S6P04P WD00LAM) FLOWBI24 fflttasJDUn) Damnod 8-10-3. 
tt3R» BAWIRUADH B32 (D3FS (I Dyer) I Djbt 8-104- 


10 658P33 CATCHAPBW41 IS) (C MBptaon 0-103. 


11 OPKZB- f^lWOD FOREST 389 (NeedMOd Aactog Utf B Uogan TD-ltM. 

12 SMFP8 Wl TITTLE TATTLE 28 pfl (Mo JtortMflKBrifay 7-10-1_ 

13 BUD-23 CARRXaQVMflXIV24 (Ms D CotommJ B Snort 7-10-1_ 

14 U0RI5PP JBS0P 22 (STWM)SMiBor 8-10-1_ 

15 OOP-60 CABKVUDUNT 71 (Ui C MntaQ J Ednnb 7-10-1. 


16 80428P- PRH30U5 U940HES 265 m) (J IfaCnO M Nretai B-lD-1 -_ 

17 0(Mra TRAVAL IBtfORABE 21 0} (Itaol UQ N TnUno-Dwhi 7-10-1. 

18 5838IP' WRTEft015 U HnEHIBe)'M HnumOKl _ 

19 66UP80 KELLY OWNS 23 (tain Racko) N tadfaB-IO-t___ 


_ RDHMOdy B0 
MiFlfaeitan 54 

_Cttnt BB 

_ RBtafay 82 

- JVMft BI 

__ B Sunny 91 

_TRead m 

_JOsMne 88 

_ PHrty - 

1— SJTTNeN 92 

_L Haney BI 

_A Toy « 

_ 0delta*) 95 

_ Sart - 

_ DGMMtar - 

_ CDoaris (3) 06 

_ If Lynch 83 

_ QBeotoy{5) - 
_ PLaacb - 


BETTMG: 4-1 Atfurt MtataL 94 UHtanBrig. 11-2 Won GmQ. 8-1 Qmub. 10-1 Ctakpauv. 
12-1 lefa Tta lots. MTUe Wta 14-1 Qdmfanoui 

’ FORM FOCUS i 


MUSIHAVEASMB 71 fed of Ifl 10 D« Jtoflan la i 
■oefce test ft Ludtato (2n 4. sol). ARTHUR'S 
MNSTR& fl Md 3 to Miiwtog SMI il a 
into cta» H Hnriock On, son. RYTON 
GUARD4ft of 16to TtaMdlfa9 

noric* dm NYfenrick oa nanaBtata itat (2n 

4 tllfai Boat to sob. HDDOAND RDWB118 

40i aM7 to Disunity* to a nodes dan mr 
coma sod dbanee fimfl no pamtoM start. 
Hti OSMOSE (38) hmw ofl) 5l 9b CWWOC- 
ROVAODY 1» Sri Of 18 Id FW Stadf faJ nMm 
dan ri Newton Atiboi (3m a ium sofl). wfai 
1NOOOLAND aCMBT Doted up. 
safaeflne RYTON 6UAm 

3.05 CUSWOHTH NOVKEIHUHDLE (£2,109:3m 110yd)(8ninnas) 

1 COLBODGE13F (B) (P SMnq) D Sw 5-10-12-!___SOVWtansP) - 

2 JWWJOMTM (Mi D Bteam985MtaS40-12ri-— J Oriwoe 86 

3 3 FAflAT 84 (Lari Sm^ttov) N Hmdtnoe 5-HM2--— RDnMDOdr 08 

'^^ S^)*wmOR«arai1OpiSttdAO»*OD640^2____^- DGttgMr 78 

5 ’ 6DP0F WGH CASTE 273 (HMstafe) B Mtyii 6-10-12-- UtaVBjr - 

6' 'AffM HRHHMDMMTIfTntaWQMM—5-10-12 R8taflV - 

7- 3i2 ni70BY15(DAmtoBe] JkotyFfegetelG-iO-l' 1 M Dwyer 9 

6 0-3305' SMTHIDO 22 (SmUi ItariUMM CD LoQ Ml J tom 5-10-12- M Plate 85 

BETTMG: &8 Tm Toby. 5-4 FwaL 7-1 SattToo. ID-1 DM John, 33-1 Calwikfata. 50-1 atm. 

FORM FOCUS 



SriKtec I’M TOBY 

3.35 BALBY NOVICES CHASE (£2 

1 08501V MOMTPHfilUIDORTAS) (SUB 

2 21143-4 BARGE BOY 96 (CUF.H) (C Han*} J 

3 FF-2235 BELSTSNEF0K6 (Q) (MsfiStaQ D 
. 4 152823 COPPStlBESeqLftOfiFAUDa 

5 U3-352D H0L0BBY27 p/AS) (D Baris) 

6 00-0503 KS>SHARP16fftal3Ca tannn 

7 PPDfiQF- lONGHT STORY 2BB (Ml C Fortes 
6'1100(42 OUBCTM DURM000 22 5LBF^> QA 
9 608435 TOP VSJLAN9(DjFJ) piFinO BR 

BETTftt: 138 Monetar ua M Betaow Fa*. 5-1H 
DnwtaL 16-1 MtaifaU Stay. 25-1 Top Vtota, 33-1K 

FORM 

,818:2m 110yd) (9runr»s) 

Id GIMarts 6-118 N Dorifr B4 

OUO-n-O_ TESteBam - 

Jta*)0aiwirood7-n8 ' JOabamo 09 

ItaMRantyB-U-a_PMtW 89 

BntanUfl) MiSSnUi7-118- AOdaty - 

art A Dwison 3118 DteBtylw - 

aRBMto)MsJPtata7-118_UPlman - 

atfanS 7-118 B Stoty - 

tataty. S-i Copper UWM Bargo Boy, 10-7 OuertSi 
KPSham- 

FOCUS 

UOffiFGJBt LAObte Aroten Oil in a 5-wwr 
iota ianAta) a»M Ayr (2m. a*. WffiE 
BOY. arid handicap hudor, tOMI 4Bi ol 8 to 
Uter Ufatyta a tanifcai horib a H*tay fa- 
Mater GmllSjL boo® 

copper tet in 9ri¥?r n smae \ax h ■ 

nwto bsdtao ten at Wtadnr (2m, good to 

aol). HOUiaBY 9 2nd ri 12 to QoriMr Sand 

fa a handicap ante hn in DtcaTtw (2m HIM 

good to ate «Mi UOKTPBJER LADfi&bafe 
18) Ml OUBfTW DORWOOD Kl 2ndol 0 to 
OMu h a handicap Unto A INoroeter (2m. 

Son: MONIPELBUD 


i 

' 2 . 

3 048602 

4 /I24AB 

5 01-3210 

6 mw- 

7 311086 RK CHAPEL 7 

8 456808 


. .. Mi jPdmap 7-1M0II Ffanen 66 

0-114--— AOTtao» - 

9-11-7 - J Frost » 


4.05 BESSACAR HANDICAP HURDLE (£2.831:2m 110yd) (14 runners). 

311321 SBROFTHEGLaiflV^tUHflWCantoeler- 
341/EP THWETOPM QLD-F.B) VMW) K«M# 9-11^ 

E JUAN 8 (B AS)M3A sS BOTH* 
oral 48 (DJAS) (E urea) G flawHS-' 

••••wsg wtyic jr ••• 

9 3T»c srSSw 1 rSSif 

10 400-114 OUR SUOnsE 48 (D«) (MS 5 Postal CM 

11 D00SB' BBW SUM6 (WWJiWb Mlfa^taiid ft tar 

12 233-<FP BUWTO«B«ffl(MffrWfatata*JW!»9-10 

13 2D1HB1 OSJVORTH FWDSI77 (DJ.B) [H GBa} J Speiri^ n 

14 6P8PP 600KBI48 (CdfRraO CIMtani 8-108- 

liing tandtap: Ctahw* Rtata ML Sodto 04 

BETT1NB: 9-4 Fk CtweL 4-1 Shfre. 6-1 Oer SktridgL 7-1 Star 01 Tta Okn B-i tafatoea 12-1 SoflO « 
Sbpenee. '14-1 aOm 

- FORM FOCUS 



STAR 0F-THE SLBI tad Cmara M Ora UK fa 
a is^noier bnfeap tank a Ludow t2m.good 

aw^FawmaJis ad err taWM tag 
OandiesD-biide a Twmen sofa,'« 

(MlAJtH* dm hub wanoB m m * 

:«fcVfnrM N teSo ™ 2L sofi). SWVUAYA 
2 WMid 15to tamsantonin a.tanT 

lutibM Ofaerict (2m. good to sod). *» 


CHAPS, na better ed) 1BHI E8 l OUR aJU- 
BRD6E Till «i ol 13 to -Steo Stator fa a 
»icap hnle hen (2M 41 good fa sag). «Sh 
" '—[m tarns) wrnh. BALU1HN 

‘19 12A and SOOBI m BeOer 

ok atm outer up ate m. cua- 
r RAM m Ftneetaendo a beta In, an 
itanp tefep tank a HteAplai fa Itae- 
ernber (2n lie. 



Huntingdon 

Gofan good (dM«6 coLrt^: 8°°^ “ 
soft purdteB) 

ia> »n Ittw MW HBHT WWO © 
MeNflH, 7-1); 2. Lumumba^sW 

araaggaggs 

SBSM-Si 


R/\CEL?ME 1 

089lT6S^26S 1 

pSSqj 

mpl 

Mm 

ccw“ egg 

'Tf 201 sjjl 
'5 202 jjv 
'5 203 iJJ 
' 204 

' yR 222 5? 


£-\-~vhJrxt^ 


(51ft), Nagobete. W Brnra Buddoy. 100 

hw Owrmjmpar. 2 D ran Nft Cattc 
iju f* nk, a, dL A Tumel at Eral 
Ktawtad. t«k ers* aso. W-»- 

DF: EJlitt CSF: £87=33. 

1.1 

Slnmw--' 

alsoTian: "^-4 

Pew. ii-aTrirfanCaBfOjSJMtagfflrcMTertF 

The EWtar B. Gold Shaft, uwi* 
d Afcssfar.'Toter: 

£220. DF:£B1ftSDL £3BiOa.TncMC 
ESL44422. . - . 

220 ( 2 m 11DVd trial 1, RIVER BLAND <C 


rtRamadoi}. 

Men MIL 

^■AueSjn, 

bmoltSk Mhirn e ® 50 - £im 

OF: C732L70..CSF: £23643. 

. agocaiocan.SAPOLi|ffS ff t^g 


Pats MnsW (PU), IffUtanoWtO. 20Cam-- 

teMawaMSS 

rW®>w» tokbijo: si.«L am. 

E2L50, DF; E&20. C8R £10.45. 

am tam nflyd ch) i. pwmte alw- 

■nON(AMaoure,TM);2. NOrtwnJWa 

wawsa 

Smart (ft 11-2 Deemena Spook (4ttd, 8 

sol a.- skThl atiFJjsittJp 

Wbimmrth. Tata: ESJ0; 2130,. E1.70. 
El^0 Dft £10m- CSR £3027. Tricast 
E22S.51.. 

3JiO Qm 21 htSa) 1, OR9CER CM3ET (0 

Bndowanr. n-1): & fatrina Boy (ft S 

SnS. 9-1): O Sea Suck (A Maa*o. 1M 

Wj ALSO FWN- 9-2 Landster <m. 7 

Spartan Times ^r), 8 Pamr Wb*, 12 
SSwan Ipuji 14 Craam Mth). V»osM 
STtaNnead Lad (04. TO ran. Wt 

Prospect U in, femo 
vmea a. Epsom. Tola: ElMO; gLW. 

nsatljo DP. £35 ja CSF: £97.617 

Trioast £22435. • 



IV ALSO RAN: 3 tav Brora hobs, 5 Lougn 

abwn (pu). l3-2Wast Bay ftp). iMMfay 

l1Qol» Be Jofang W?. M Troptea) 


By. 100 

(an-ZU. 

Upper 


Lamboua Tock £9-00; £230. £1.70. 
£2.70. DR E154XL CSF: £G9^5. Tricast 
£558.17.- . 

FlKopot £58050: ' 

Ungfield Park . 

Going:! 


1 AO (lm) 1^-Marire Ctab^BiGreawB, 4- 


1): 2. trying W-i Iw). 3. Gonesto Fou (SCf- 
1). 5ffln.6L a. TB*m Tote: E73tn£1.10, 
OEO. DF: £1Ea CSF: Dft29. 


HOdOBB. TdlK £13Jft £250. E2E0. H.IW. 
0F:te7X)a CSF: £9728. TOsatt £88X05- 
2L.*0 fimj 1, Dee Raft (Doan McKawn, 1-3 
ta<4:2, Nwh Brant P-1): 3. Msdand (ID- 
11.5 ran. 4L ILBtOs. Trite £1.40: £5.40. 
050. DF: 0.40. CSF: £351. 

3.10 (71) 1. Spencers Ree«nge (Doan 
MdCeown. 7-0-2. Bold Habir{7-£J: 5 
Sanan (3-1 tan. 8 ran. NFt-Tiy Loaianl 
3»L U Lord Hutingdon. Tote £4.40: 
21.10, £135 £1-40 DR.£570. CSft 
tlSJH. Tifcaoc £57.34. 

340 fim 4f) i, BrreMtanear V VWtams, a- - 
5to): 2, Snap Danes fW-fl: 3. Gens Bust 
ta-i). 4 taa ia 13. W Uuk. Job: £1.40. 
DF: aift CSF: £1JJB. 

4.10 (lm 401. AkMrt tf Outm.3-1 taw); 2. 
Ftfem Ffcftf (B-i): 3, Nasser (7-8). g ran. 
2HL 4L □ Wfacsi. Tar£450: £1 to. £255 

£im DF: £1510. CSF; £21.13 Trtast 

£6135 Fteeepot £82^0- 


Promotion 

forYoting 

Hustler 

YOUNG Hastier has been 
promoted to 9-2 favourite 
pom 5-1) by-Ladbrokes for 
the Great Yorkshire Chase 
at Doncaster tomorrow. 

The move was prompted 
fay trainer Nicky Header- 
son’s announcement that Le 
Piccolage is a “very doubt¬ 
ful” runner. A stable spokes¬ 
woman added: “We have 
found a large amount of 
fiflrng in a hind, leg and. he is 
very doubtfuL” 

Henderson will stfll be 
represented in the race fay 
Parsons Green, foe mount 
of John Kavanagh. 

. Otterburn House was also 
shortened, from 7-1 to 5-1 
second favourite. 

" Very Very Ordinary; the 
original favourite, was con¬ 
firmed a nonHuzmer yester¬ 
day by John Upson. 

After waflting the course 
— described as good with a 
good to firm patch at the 
eighth fence—Upson decid¬ 
ed that conditions were too 
fast ■ for his improving 
jumper. He now intends to 
run Very Very Ordinary at 
Ascot a week on Wednes-' 
day. 

The chances of Moriey 
Street running at Chelten¬ 
ham tomorro w are slipping 
away unless rain falls at the 
course. 

Caro Balding, wife of 
trainer Toby, is inspecting 
the track early today before 
connections decide whether 
to commit the horse to the 
Wyko Power Transmission 
Hurdle. • 

Moriey Street's owner, 
Michael Jackson, fears that 
the surface could start to dry 
out making conditions too 
sticky. 


Lady Murless 
dies after 
short illness 

By Jack Waterman 

LADY Murless, the widow of 
the great trainer, the late Sir 
Nod .Muriess, Iras died in 
Addenbrooke's Hospital, 
Cambridge, after a short Al¬ 
ness. 

Sir Nod had a quite incredi¬ 
ble record in the dassics, with 
19 victories between 1948 and 
1973. But his wife undoubted¬ 
ly played an integral role in 
the fashioning of that success, 
particularly with her ^ynipa- 
thetic understanding of young 
horses. 

Bom Gwen Carlow in Scot¬ 
land. Lady Muriess was a 
superb horsewoman, and in 
prewar days trained jumpers 
near Ayr. . . 

In 1940‘ she married 
Muriess. then training in 
Yorkshire. There 'followed 
moves first’to Beckhampton, 
then to Warren Place, New¬ 
market, where they reached 
foe peak of their success. 

It was from Warren Place 
that Muriess - rent out 
Caergwrie to take the 1.000 
Guineas in 1968. canying his 
wife’s colours.. She not only 
owned buz had bred 
Caergwrie and this was her 
most memorable:-- racing 
triumph. . 

She leaves a daughter, Julie. 
CeriL with whom she had 
horses; and two grandchil¬ 
dren, Katie and Nod. 



THUNDERER 

1-20-Sedge Warbler. 150 Dr Rocket 220 Mick's 
Tycoon. 2J30 Gay Ruffian. &20 Argakios. 3.50 
Brampton Road. 4.20 Duncan Id aha 


GOING: HEAVY (SOFT IN BACK STRAIGHT) 


SIS 


1.20 HOECHST PANACUR OF MARK NATIONAL 
HUNT NOVICES HURDLE 

•(£2#7:2m4f 110yd) (8 runners) 

1 41B4 ARDUISSA BAY 15 (ftS) J Jefcaon 5-11-5- 

2 FD-F KBJ.T8COURT 11 DWUH7-19-12_ 

3 WM LUCXy HARVEST 46 Ura AtecSP 6-10-12 _ 

4 3333 MSS SHAW15 E tfaea)« 7-19-12_ 

5 008 POP ABROAD 7 P Bum 5-10-12- 


_RDwta 

Ul fHnl.uita 

N raaiMus 
W Mosul 


342 SEDGE WWBLB) 15 OShoend 6-10-12— 

7 00-5 WBMSC 53 D Nttota* E-HM2_ 

8 14 VflLD6RNMBLE48(BF.$) Mallnevefeji5-1D-12—PMm 

5- 4 Bofal Htatfar, 7-4 MW Bandit H Anfcm Biy. 12-1 Ifiss Saw. 10-1 
Wntsc; 20 -t atai 

1.50 CALENDARS RESTAURANT CONDITIONAL 
JOCKEYS HANDICAP CHASE (£2.158:2m) (4) 

1 3123 BAD TRADE 5! (CJL&S) P OOTtroufti 11-128 — A Lamacli 

2 STUB UP-ATOW11 JfiJ.G.S) P HoDta 0-11-10_BCOkrt 

3 233U DR ROCKET 3 DJAS) B Dklfa 6-11-1_DUmMi 

4 3221 PflWB(DAQRWee 11-10-13(5e4_Dl*lq> 

6- 4 Dr HodpL 2-1 fttlf, 7-2 Up-fl-Pott. 4-1 M Tude. 

2.20 ED WEETMAN HAULAGE A STORAGE 
SEIUNG HURDLE (£1.843:2m 41110yd) (17) 


1 1312 IflOCS TYCOON 21 


| MflpB 5-12-B— P Stetanon 


. S Tuner 


J V BMVMNEY 762 BMcUBm 7-11-6.. 

3 PPM CHAMOGBCW 7 OaSlHFM 9-11-5. 

4 204= GORLY SPECIAL ffm Cndd 6-11-5 _ 

5 P-40 OUOWWIKftG&RBter 10-11-5-Rftntatl 

B /DPP GOLDEN CROFT 44 ffil D McUb 10-11-5. Mr D McCain (5) 

7 13-P INVnEI7H0NNBJRS7flUF^) CBsral 11-118 JWfalOlm 

8 -835 J0MKIte142jnwav7-118_DfanCtaf 

9 P80 LDOORE16WS)BB»(*9-118-GLyora 

10 0546 MARCH ABOVE21 “ ~ - “ 

11 3-44 POLEGROFT B71 


12 00U BtraLADYBREun 5-118-_ 

13 50PP CALORA11 (BLOS) UMoata 6-11-0- 

14 BSD- USA ROSA 3 

15 3140 LOVE OK THE 

16 P-55 KfflJVKXB) POPPY 13 B 
IT B641 IBBSTOCXapWLS) J 


iflBStem 7-118— MStows pi 
10 Bmtafl 10-118_D JBuretatt 


■ J ?as 


)I&sSWKmB- 11-0_GMcCDUt 

45 (S)R Wt» 6-118-or 

05-118-B Mttord ( 

8-118-KCwMrtrtl 


2-1 Mcfr Tjawn. 4-1 taatodt. 5-1 POtaaA 8-1 Me DHnw. 10-1 Un 
Rom, O MNtaaL 14-1 Corley $ncM, 16-1 tan 


2.50 ROtMTHi FC NOVICES CHASE 

(£2X4:2m 5Q (9) 

1 6-11 GAY RUHTAN S (ELS) II Ffea 7-128_ 

2 FRF C0MB1Y SPY 4 tts A HEM 9-11-7_ 


, PScatanora 

— Rf 


3 4233 CONCERT PAPER 15 fftS) RDKay 9-11-7_ G Bratov 

4 44F0 CRAFTYCHAPUWBPBMn7-11-7_TWM 


5410 THE LAUGHUIG LORD 82 (F.&£) P CttaesbrcoghP-l 1 -7 

MATtaflUCS) 
KM TURNBI BACK JACK 1413 (F.EUQ A Botoy 10-11-7 

SSnteEata 

fUtat 9-2 La BuctanxL 6-1 The LMONng Lad. 10-1 Coaettl PSaw. 

20-1 (tea. 


3-20 HBLB NOVICES HANDICAP HURDLE 

(£2,008:3m 110yd) (9) 


3 3f SURCOAT 533F B Bate 5-11-10_RF«i»P) 

6P33 EXPRESS RE ALE 22 fflTTIunan Jones 0-118 

SSraMEcdos 

0101 MSS CAPULET 41 (B.QL5S) T Dcmtay 6-11-5 _ T Bay (5) 
144 CAPTAIN MY CAPTAIN 17 (6) R BraUwton 5-11-4- Dbta Cby 

M3 ARGAMOS23(VJDftwSWl6-11-3-- OJBiRMI 

0401 MURPHADBZ13 IS) R Eusitar 0-10-11-R rtadga 

S-36 HOWDfflJDO24(SISQataan6-108_GUcCaut 

08P PEMARTH 41 Mn N Shape 7-108___UBntoy 

P80 THE DBrfHdCE 13 C Smtt 6-HHL-M Rngv 

5-2 Etpns nuta. 3-1 MflUdea 9-2 Mis CaAL 6-1 AqpttB. 7-1 CtopCtan 
My CWm. 10-1 Ho* Dauoa. 16-1 atm. 


3.50 BARRY OTRENTHAM CHALLENGE BOWL 

(Handicap chase: £3,501:3m 2f) (8) 


1 -IIP GOOOSHOTRCH21 fD.&Sl 

2 3424 ARCTIC TEAL 17 (B.CO.F.IL5 

3 312F DKKr20mi)JEtoBi*1l 

4 -P12 BROMPTONTOAD11 OJ0FJ 

5 lire ova TIC ora. 60 (TO^f^ 


CtooMs 9-11-10— GBndtay 
) OSnenood 9-11-4 M Rkhtato 

3-73-3-N Wtaxnson 

RLH10-11-1_OTsqq 


POnctoDni 7-118 

Mr A Thorotoo P) 

6 -212 CAPTAM FRtSK 70 fflF3) K Bdey HMO-10... P Scadnm 

7 -21U PEAJAKBl&QDtUtason9-1M-WMnfanp) 

3 IM3 ISLENARUSE20(G)RQwvtai 10-108-HDMta 

11-4 Piop*. 7-2 DtaS, 4-1 aranrior Rota, 7-1 CBM FiBL 8-i Ow The 
- - ----- ^aifaMnta 


DHL 12-1 GntM HA M-I^Sth}. 20-1 


R tots 


4.20 LADBROKE HANDICAP HlffiOLE 

(£2.624:3m 110yd) (7) 

1 3310 VAOOVIA 14fftS)DWlnOe5-11-10- 

2 0-4P TARttlVSICr 70 (D8) RLh 0-118-LOTtaBdCKte! 

3 -F04 SOUWOFBlAYMJ^TFooterB-118-HT 

4 044F DUNCAN IDAH013 ®0.aaHC«» 10-10-5_: 

5 5B8 DOLLYVWROAHCE4fS] TDMreOr 1i ! -0-2-T| 

6 ff50- R0SBBP429 IftBPCteedungb6-108_Al .. 

7 5W TA» LAD BIB (BJRBnztoplDn 9-108_RJBa|)gn 

94 Oman ttte. 118 Sound 01 tty. 78 VUo Wo, 7-1 Tattufa. 12-1 DbOt 
M utate. 16-1 20-1 la (JO. 


COURSE SPECIALISTS 


TRAINB<S:MPtoB.37«4Dantan IW raws. 3586; T Forster, 9 
fan 27. 313%; C Brooks. 8 tarn 29. 275V M Rm 3 Horn 13. 
~L1V D McMsm. 5 tan 22. 227V a Shnnad, 8 fan 36, 


JOCKEYS: Jaaed OSm. 3 tawas tarn 7 rides. «29V P 
Stetanon. 29 ton TV 36.7V P Nhen, 5 ton 112t3* T Etay. 6 
fan 24.25JV S Sml» Ectfaj, 14 hn 57.24JEV G UcCouri. 16 
hn 78,205V 



THUNDERER 
1.55 Daaniera. 2J25 
Sion. SL25 Golden Klalr, 
And Truly. 


Honey Vistoa 255 No Submis- 
lair. 3^5 Lord Naskra. 4.25 WeH 


GOING: STANDARD 

SIS 

DRAW: 6F-1M. LOW NUMBERS BEST 



1.55 ANIffiSLEY HANDICAP 

(3-Y-O: £2,259:8) (7 rnnners) 

1 2-11 PUVHBIERG0LF11 |CD) T Natfriaa 98 (Tod WRjaaB 

2 281 ttWN&A18«3)a JtonrB-7-Bum ffGonwn (3) 3 

3 CUB- UATOtW DAIto S (CO) M Brfteki 5-12_J Menial (7) 2 

4 04-2 STARDUST EXPRESS 13 fo M4dntaiB-10 Dm M*fcMn5 

5 4314 UtaETIttimimil&CmMWcMRT_J0Mn4 

6 038 HSSB)HE BOAT21 Tehran 08_VHatty(7) 7 

7 383 LARN FORT 11 P) T Ftatwat 7-12_JFsntagl 

58 Datoa. 11-4 Pty Hew Goa. 9-2 Ctoita muaod 7-1 Ua Fori. 0-1 
StontoB Eqnte 10-1 MfendlbeBoM. IB-1 kHtawOwfa. 

2.25 DANETHORPE MAIDEN GUARANTEED 
SWSPSTAKES (£2.070:60 (9) 

"TwSI 


580 BAVIN 7 M Ifetar 4-98_ 

6 BIBBOUR 7 0 Oman 5-9-1L. 

5-22 BtPRSSSKUIXTp)WOTGamiD4-98 


006- LAST 1 STRAW 44 A Jones 588_ 

0- OFFRS BIABE 51J Bodty 588. 


E«mO , GacBap)1 

-0M1R2 

D Blgoi 9 


4 

5 _ 

6 480 GRIDN DEGREE 4 B UcttMofl 488_Oeen MeKhmi 7 

7 082 H0NErVSnM5 ED GEdea4-88-EBmfcnlS 

3 62- UBANS&ESa6Pteinti488_J Famine S 

9 YJffiSHWHTBtaenSStt_AtaittHHWS 

2-1 &?ng State. 3-1 bi tagte. 7-2 Hbbj Vfeian, 7-1 Duv. 5-1 

Bfafa, 12-1 W» Steh. 14-1 often 


2.55 FAOOEY CUUMING STAKES 

(£2.469:1m) (11). 

1 0-11 NO SUBMBSBDK 7 (CD^S) D Ctanai 788_S Wood 3 

2 383 SUER SAMJRAI7 (QUF^ MS V Aanty 48-1? 

SMdmrni 

.3 JBf DQIAAM.4857RmsaaJaoB48-12_DaaikKnH4 

4 000- UAH2Q0Z154JpNica4-88—_&BwtaM2 

5 084 WBAL SHffl MP22(V)DHwhJCrtn4-3-7_JWftnsO 

6 -331 LOCH KSPffl 14 pb] C W7-08_J Otar 11 

7 008 CAL'S BOY 11 mjSCI*l 48-4_RUnfcS 

a 180 DRfiSI DOYLE 7 g C ABU 4-W_f total (3) 7 

9 33A) ULYSUJVB125(SoGtatM788._HON-OnCRS 

10 40V BOLDSWWC47UlfajBodty588___JfHdHO 

11 0 DCfiU)MTFE28BMitotan5-7-7_D1Mfata(7}10 

48 to Satetaon.4-1 Lock KeqH.S-IDfaeaSeifa.lO-l aim 


3.25 CARLTOt-ON-TREHTHANDICAP 

(3-Y-O: £2^43:71) (7) 


111- GOLDEN KUUR 32 (CO) CHI 9-7. 


R 32 (CO) I 

BOLD STREET 13 (D) A Baby 8-13-D Wright (7) 6 


-JQubnS 

'RkfatopJO 

200- ASHOVBt 143TBaneaUS-Nntomil 

200- 0UCKSLVB1807158 DBurctaB B-9..._ . LCtenock? 

804- KWQSTDN BROWN 210 D Lata 0-0-F total (3) 3 

OOO- PAHT US WHO 45 (G) R Ftahcr 7-1-Jtatog2 


003- MORBirSEXPRESS 115(|l|SI»MT-7_SWoadA 

6-4 Baton Iter. M Bold Sna, 8-1 Qatek SHm Bof, AAew. io-i otea. 


3.55 

1 223- 

2 381 

3 00-1 


EAKRHG HANDICAP (£2,490: lm) (10) . 

ADMRALS SECRET 222 (CO) C Wfa 4-108_SWataO 

SOnajUAR 14 (pll)R5gicw 4-9-7-JMUwMnS 

LORD NASXRA 4 fIJCJ W CGeraan 4-9-4 

Emi crSemn (3) 1 

4 028 GUESSTMARON11J (ton4-9-1_GBonMI3 

5 20-1 OUnaMAimN22(VJSJDDHqMiJons58-1 JWtonsE 

6 100- BALLYRAinHI32(D.qHCa(togrUgeA-94)-JQtaMB 

7 385 MSITALASANYTHM 20 (D,BF,S) NTrtkr 4-9-0. On Tirt4er0 

B OU 0KTOCAY21 W Caeatto5-8-5-LCtawft7 

9 004- ROYALACCUUM43 (VAF^JJBodty348—JFanfefl4 

10 M TBSS MN26 CStall4-7-12_JTte(7)10 

7-2 Staflrar, 9-2 Lari tote 11-2 QufazU Mm 31 totatods SaenL 7-1 
Booty, 8-1 MnOtatefHn. 12-1 BaBy Rtetr. 14-1 ttaea 


4.25 


RALDERTON HANDICAP (£2.511:1m 61) (12) 


1 1542- CLASSIC fCCQUHT 82 IS) MaV I 

2 218 IIAIBOR 14JULBF.G) R Spttr398.-SI 

3 334 MH6U523J(51RRshtf688_-_Dl 

4 1331 BSnUMPRMCE7RD)Bndnaad6-98(5e4TinaiBl1 

5 62-1 ROMMMN20flAtatfS58-11-~. JUn7 

B J214 WELL AND TRULY 14 (OB McMtaonG-88_DBtaaffi 

7 OQW GEE DOUSLE YOU 472 0D Ityiti JtaU 78-4. LOwmckB 
0 WJ- VANDA'S OL 335 A BNty 588_DMUJ(7]10 

-DMaSta(j)8 
— F Nanai (3)3 
UHunehta(7)2 
-GBarinl1 


10 080 UttEDIBPPtl7UUstar4-7-12— 

11 BOO- BLUE DISC 354J ft KoBtalaaid 3-7-10 

12 40-4 ROYAL VERSE 7 (F) R Cwto 6-7-7._ 


7-2 Matoris Cnen. 4-1 BedauH tote 5-1 tarantai 6-1 WU And Tufc 8-1 
Mew™*. lO-i Rmri ton. Ifinpes, 12-1 Cam Acton. 16-1 otas. 


COURSE SPECIALISTS 


TOAftEftS: R AMusL 4 wfaitas fan 13 itete 30BV T_ 

59 fan 257,23.0V W O^anran. 35 fan 133,714V J Pane. B 
fan 42, IBlOV R Spin. 4 fan 21.19.DV -1 Bwy, 26 fan 156, 
16.7V 

JOCKEYS: D McCabe, 3 wtaas hn IT rides, 27 JV AIk GPtais, 
5B fan 225, Z5JV Emma (TGwran. 29 tan IQ. 17JV v 
Hrikty. 3 itni 18,167\ J WcLmoto^ 3 (ran 19.153%; 0 Peaj, 
5300 33.152V 


Thera are no horses blinkered or vteored for the first tima 
at Southwefl today. 


Desert Orchid to parade at Sandown 


DESERT Orchid will rnairp 
his first public appearance 
since undergoing emergency 
surgery last November at San- 
down Park tomorrow week. 
He will lead foe parade for the 
Agfa Diamond Chare, a race 
he won three times during his 
career. 

Desert Orchid, aged ]4. has 
folly recovered from colic but 
the Sandown executive is to 


donate 50 pence for each 
paying customer towards his 
veterinary fees. 

Part-owner Richard Burr- 

idge said: “He’s very well and, 
provided there are no set¬ 
backs. will definitely be 
parading. 

“Sandown was one of his 
favourite courses and he won 
nine races there, including the 
Agfa Chare in 1987, 1989 


and 1991, the final victory of 
his career." 

□ Jason Callaghan win be out 
of action until foe middle of 
next week following a fall at 
Sedgefidd on Wednesday. 
MiddJeham-based Callaghan, 
aged 24, was taken to North 
Tees Hospital in Stockton 
with facial injuries after Stags 
Fell came down in the Winter 
Sports Handicap Chase. 


















































































































Pressure piles on Bills in dangerous ratings game 



Better by half: the NFL is banking on viewers tuning in to Jackson’s performance 


"T 'W Thisper it not. Natu- 

IA/ rally, nobociy is say- 

▼ T ing anything. But 
the Super Bowl has a problem. 
It's true. It is the biggest 
annual event in sport, and the 
biggest annual event in Amer¬ 
ican television. And it is in 
trouble. 

Money-men and media mo¬ 
guls howL So they should: a 
30-second advertising slot in 
die Super Bowl will set you 
bade $850,000. But there is no 
ducking h. The essence of 
sport is unpredictability, and 
everyone in the United States 
already knows the resuh of 
Super Bowl XXVTI. Dallas, 
they believe. Easy. Can’t lose. 
And people also expect a 
deadly dull onesided game. 
Disaster. 

The National Football 
League is so worried that they 
have called in die cavalry. 
Playing the biggest card avail¬ 
able in the United States, if not 
the world, they have nibbed 
the media lamp and sum¬ 
moned up Michael Jackson. 
Unbelievably, they even man¬ 
aged to get the epioene minx to 
a massive press conference. 
He showed up in one of his 
more winsome Great Dictator 
outfits. 

Why is it necessary to play so 
colossal a card? The answer is 
the half-time show. Virtually 
the entire country watches the 
Super Bowl But these days, 
virtually half of them switch 
over during the half-time 
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show, and they don't come 
back. Nobody wants to watch 
the usual sort of halftime 
show; and anyway, hy this 
time the game is over. The 
half-time show has become the 
weak point in the padage: 
naturally, rival television sta¬ 
tions attack at precisely this 
point. 

The problem is the audience 
has rumbled the fact that every 
single year, the Super Bowl is a 
cup final between a first* 
division ride and a team from 
the second. And for the past 
eight years, shock-horror, the 
firtt-divisfon side has won. In 
matt of those games, the game 
has been wrapped up by half¬ 
time. Wefl. what’s on the other 
chann el , then? 

The Super Bowl matches 
the winning team from the 
National Football Conference 
(NFC) against the winning 
team from the American Foot¬ 
ball Con&renoe (AFC). The 
last time an AFC side won was 
in 1984. Of the subsequent 
eight games, six were — in 
dramatic term<= — d readf ul. 
Last year. Washington were 
17-0 up at halftime, and they 
won 37-24; an irrelevant last- 


quarter rally flattered their 
opponents, ibe-Buffolo Bflls- 
The Bills are at the Soper 
Bowl again. The third succes¬ 
sive year. And, again, tfaeyare 
confidently expected to lose. 
The betting favours Dallas fry 
seven points: a Jot It doesn’t 
look good. The dreaded half¬ 
time switch-off looms, mice 
again. Send for Michael 
Jackson* ’- *• 

A dose game would; be nice, 
but it would not realty be 
enough. Buffalo gavetis oneof 
those two years ago. They lost 
20-19. Bussing a 47-yard field 
goal with the last play of the 
game. Bat the favoutities still 
won, and tire imbalance be¬ 
tween the two conferences was 
preserved. 

T his"year, Buffalo are 
expected to lose almost 
as a matter of routine. 
Picking tire Super Bowi win¬ 
ner has become a matter of. 
checking to see which team 
won tire NFC championship. 
Without uncertainty, there is 
no sport Thee is no doubt 
about it there is trouble on the 
horizon. If results do not 
change, the' game's structure 


Wifi-have'to be changed: A 
dose 7 game would onftr be a 
duHtieirm gain. Buta BuSwo 
win would be a serious, long- 
term investment for the sport 
and ' for television. It wbuld 
restore the eventfs awHbfiityas 
a grand. unpiedKta^^P 01 * 
ing event 

Tough on the Buffs. Buffalo 
are going through . tte . mad 
motions of media -scrimmaj*- 
ing with a woridweary.tor- 

Tbefr chief weaponx& as ever. 

Jim KeBy, tire quarterback 
and marshal of tire renowned 
no-huddle offense. The tactic 
is immensely dem a n d in g, of 
the quarterback, requiring wit 
and leadership. Itcanouty 
operate until an exceptional' 
player like Kelly. 

- “I’m just happy to be here,” 
Kepy said, srafflmg, and no; 
doubt burning tip inside. 
“Many great quarterbacks' 

never ge t to ptey a gn^e Super 

BOWL” Anti he’s played two 
.and lost both, lucky feflow. 
One of the things about the 
media Hite at this event is that 
if them is anything you. wish to 
put oat of your nund, you can 
rest assured that you, will be 
reminded about it over and 
over again, day after day. after 
day. How do you feel about the 
prospect erf losing three Super 
Bowls In a row, Jim? .. . 

“Without a doubt we are 
more business-like tban. be- 
fore. Everyone is focused. It 
doesn’t bother me a bit to be 
an underdog. In foct. I land 


file it" Kdty has 
this as “a must-wm 
we’ve been ^ 

To be champions, y oU 4 m T7 

kne never been miateam 




pag/wng noOKS, a r-r 

S^in a fixrtteSl 
Modem histoiy. gf 

has a madly agpfog** S 
serial air to him. He mildty 
rebuked reporters who 
Umurrirt tbf -tnuswnn qm* 6 


back to mm. wuziw - --- 

was a mutt-win stuahon, ire 

^&nietnnes. Wing his rear 

sonable, wdHbougbl-<)ut a^ 
sessments. you can convinre 
ywnsdf that this year, a last 

the second-division side wtii 

come good. "The most impor¬ 
tant tiling is for the players to 
feel good about their know¬ 
ledge of Dallas. Preparation, 
preparalkm, preparation." 

How. do you fed about are 
prospect of toring three Super 
Bowls in a row, Marv? T have 
no dread about this game. I 
have enthusiasm- I am not 
worried about what will be 
sstid if we don't van this game. 
We donTt base fear of our 
opponents or the event, but we 
respect the Cowboys and the 
gnm«» We believe.we'll win, 
but there are no assurances.*' 
Wefl said. Mar*. But they’re 
not about to cancel Michael 
Jackson. ' 


Medical question hangs over England management as Test series gets under way in Calcutta 

Sick-list stresses need for team doctor West indies hold 

x1_ , _1_ -'J : . 

David Miller reports that the TCCB’s attitude 
to a doctor accompanying national touring 
teams is not shared by most sporting bodies 


ENGLAND go into what 
seems likely to be a spinners* 
Test match here today hoping 
they have what it takes to 
counter the wristy Indians on 
a controversial new- pitch at 
Eden Gardens. That they may 
be equally dependent on Indi¬ 
an doctors as on TufneU or 
Salisbury is less than 
satisfactory. 

Throughout the tour, the 
England party has been inter¬ 
mittently beset, unsurprisingly 
in the Asian subcontinent, by 
various forms oF sickness. 
Gooch. Salisbury and Ather¬ 
ton have all been under in¬ 
tense antibiotic treatment for 
the past few days. Yet, aston¬ 
ishingly. the party has no 
travelling doctor. 

During the World Cup in 
Australasia last year, the same 
question was raised at a time 
when England suffered a 
number of injuries. Then it 
was said that the absence of a 
team doctor was on financial 
grounds. Ted Dexter yester¬ 
day denied that this was die 
case on the present tour. If so. 
then the omission is even more 
surprising. 

Results in international 
sport so often stand or fall on 
the health of an individual, as 
England’s football team dis¬ 
covered to their cost in the 
1970 World Cup quarter-final 
in Mexico, when Banks, the 
goalkeeper, was taken ill hours 
beforehand. Yet the Test party 
is foe -only E-n gland team fro m 
a leading sport consistently to 
travel without a medical spe¬ 
cialist. and that on the longest 
of any foreign tour. 

"it seems to me incredible." 
a consultant neuro-surgeon at 
a London teaching hospital, 
who has extensive experience 
of India, said yesterday. "The 
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standard of medicine in India 
can be so varied, and a 
travelling team would not 
necessarily know who to go to. 
If you find a good local doctor, 
you wiQ probably haw: good 
diagnosis, but you cannot be 
sure. I would be very waxy of 
some local diagnosis, and a 
team doctor would know the 
quality of professional assis¬ 
tance he was offered where 
required." 

The attitude of the Test and 
County Cricket Beard (TCCB) 
is in sharp contrast to most 
other sports organisations. 
The British Olympic Associ¬ 
ation in Barcelona last year 
had six doctors at headquar¬ 
ters and another 11 specialists 
with individual sports. The 
British athletics team always 
travels with two doctors for the 
indoor and outdoor world 
championships and takes one 
doctor abroad at junior leveL 
Even the four-man Davis Cup 
team took its own man on a 
one-week trip to India last 
year, at the request of Tony 
Pickard, thecoach. 

“We considered the matter 
carefully, and it was not 
turned down because of 
money." Dexter said. Yet it is 
contradictory that the TCCB 
should enjoy a El million 
sponsorship over four years 
from Whittingdale Fund 
Management — allowing ex¬ 
tended training at UUeshall, a 
scouting trip by Keith Fletch¬ 
er, the team managpr r jo. 
watch India in South Africa. 



after histone win 


From Alan i.rk. cricket correspondent, in Perth 
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Man in middle David Roberts, the England physiotherapist, has a lot on his plate 


and Geoffrey Arnold’s pres¬ 
ence here in India as a fast 
bowler’s coach — yet should 
leave the whole operation at 
possible risk by the absence of 
a doctor. 

In the opinion of some, 
there should he two doctors, 
one medical, one orthopaedic. 


given the demands and stress 
of a compact modem tour 
with little time far rest and 
recovery, so vital to proper 
treatment. Dr John King, 
director of the Department of 
Sports Medidne at London 
Hospital Medical College, 
said during the Wodd Cup 




India — batting and fielding 


PKArrre 

MAztenxttn 

KapJDw 
AftKunate 
K 5 More 
MPiaStufcar 
Wv Raman 
NSSdhu 
SRTarcajtfc* 
S LV Rapj 

Bowling 


Ks^iOev 

ARKmnUfl 

KSMae 

M Prabrta>ar 

WV Raman 

NSSnJhu 

SR 

SLVRafu 


England — batting and fielding 
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O M R W Avg SB 

11 o :z o — — 

43801 983 12286 412 2933 M3 

3565 109 731 2* 3045 6-53 

2 0 12 0 — - 

9632 «93 2808 66 4254 6-132 

O 19 $6 2 33.00 1-7 


_ 10 

S R Tefrtufcar 52 15 141 4 3525 2-10 — - 

SLVRafu 4463 156 926 24 3858 6-12 1 - 

R Chauhan and V G KarrtW haw not played Test aicfrss 
Campled tr/Rcteid Lcc*wooe Scuce TCCS/RjS 


Bowling 

M A Atherton 
M WGjtWig 
GAGooth 
GAM* 
PWJanm 
C C Lew 
DE Malogkn 
I □ K SaJefcury 
RASntti 
PC RTu*neS 


o u 

61 11 
1252 29 
3223 109 
129 44 

224 3 46 


R W Avg B8 
282 123200.1-00 

317 i .'Sl2S 5-14 
04 22 *0 63 3-33 
306 6 51 00 4-126 

?C3 T< 5C57 4-197 


516 116 122C 42 3319 6-111 

8033 137 2672 74 2612 6-77 

70.1 3 306 5 6120 3-49 

4 2 6 0 — — 

4621 148 1091 38 287J 7-47 


J P Taylor has not played Test crcxei 


that the run of injuries was no 
surprise, and added that the 
presence of a sports psycholo¬ 
gist was at least as important 
asa doctor to enable players to 
cope with stress. 

Such advice could, of course; 
instance - of m ^dirj nf 
promotion, and it has to be 
said that the cricketers are 
temperamentally a resilient 
lot. But Dr Tom Crisp, adviser 
to Essex County Cricket Chib, 
put his finger on the issue 
when he said that while a 
physiotherapist is capable of 
dealing with some common 
ailments, he cannot be sure of 
his diagnosis with uncommon 
infections. 

David Roberts, the amiable 
physiotherapist here with 
England, is confident that he 
has the camp’s ailments under 
control and says that there has 
been no delay in prescribed 
treatment. He has attended a 
course himself on foreign dis¬ 
eases. Yet. as Dr Axon said 
yesterday “Any delay in diag¬ 
nosis and treatment can affect 
the period of recovery.” 


THE onty problem with hav¬ 
ing staged one of the greatest 
Test matches Is how to follow 
it Australians are heady with 
anticipation of the deciding 
game in the series with West 
Indies, which starts here to¬ 
morrow, and are convinced. 
that the cruel denial of Ade¬ 
laide’s one-run defeat wifi be 
avenged. Disenchantment 
may beckon. * 

. West Indies have-not: re¬ 
mained unbeaten for 13 years 
without some dose ^enoomor . 
tars but such moments'have - 
habitually inspired them. 

Australia’s chance of tun¬ 
ning this series may have 
gone in that breathtaking 
finish on Tuesday just as, 
three years ago, England lost 
a similar opportunity in 
Trinidad. 

England won the first Test 
handsomely in that series and 
only the weather deprived 
them of a 2-0 lead. But West 
Indies were galvanised by the 
escape, rousing their passion 
to grind down England in 
Barbados and crush them in 
A ntig ua. 

A West Indian r e p rie v ed is 
a dangerous man. The psycho¬ 
logical balance has shifted 
towards West Indies and. 
judging by the way Bob 
Simpson, the Australia coach, 
has begun to insist that his 
side has dominated the series, 
the home camp is twcomfort- 


West Indies enjoy playing 
at Perth. They have ea^tywon 
all three of their previous 
Tests here, (wo by an timings, 
and with the. exception of 
their own beloved Bridge¬ 
town, there is notagrocmd in 
the world where conditions 
are friendlier to their all-pace 
attack. 

A change is being forced on 
them by a knee injury to 
Kenneth Benjamin but fofe 
may be no bad thing. Patrick 
Patterson has been bowling 
in the nets like an angry dog 

st raining at his leash. 

Erratic he may be but. at 
31. be still has the raw speed 
to provide an effective foD to 
the peerless, probing Curtly 
Ambrose. 

Australia's fitness concern 
yesterday was the bowfing 


Hand of Tim Msty, battered 
and b rais ed during his - 
heroics with tire' bat on 
Thesday.. 

If be is ruled oat it will 
sofvea deikate problem. Aus¬ 
tralia are unfikdy to indttde. 
two sinn bowlers here and the 
duke between May and 
Shane Wame was never going 
to be straightforward. 

JO Ahgel 24. is the newewn- 

with.Western Australia, Ins 
selection; is 1 frff&fePeyidake' 
of the Australian ^vote rieir- 
-youth. . 

Angel is tall and capable of 
genuine pace ins inclusion 
may wefl be at the expense d: 
Steve Wangh or ihe out-of- 
form Mark Taylor. 

If Taylor goes, bis opening 
job. wifi be done by Justin 
linger whil e his friend, Da¬ 
mien Martyn, who has recov¬ 
ered from an eye rnjmy,~will 
return at No. 5. ’ 

“Bill and Ben” as they me 
known in their state dressing- 
room, have years ahead, of 
them inTest cricket but rarely 
wfll they play m a game where 
tire stakes are M^ier than 
Oris. 

It had been a fine senes, 
even before Adelaide. Now, it 
is an epic. Sir Gary Sobers, 
who played in the tied Test at 
Brisbane in I960, was in the 
crowd this week and said toe 
tension wasxncomparaWe. 


series and. when-it came to. 
the test bafi. it mi^ht still have 
bees, a draw,” he saM. “At 
Addakie, e v eryt hi ng depeid- 
ed on it and toe ex ci te men t 
was far greater. It was a 
wonderful occasion.” 

Allan Border, stifi 5(1 runs 
short of the all-tone run 
record mice held by Sobers, 
agrees with thal and feels Test 
cricket, badly undersold in 
Australia these past fewyears, 
will be alltoe better for ft. “If 
this doesn't drag them in this 
weekend, nothing wifi,” he 
raid. 

JO^TRAUA ffarri): A R Batter (amain}. O . 
C Boon, M A Taylor, J LLanoer.W WwbuOk 

IcaptoW. o L Haynw. P VSmnwna, 8 C 
kT TAfiutoiL c L Hoopac J R 
Mnw. IR Bahop. C E L Antjroae. KCG 
Bantanfc. C AWBhh. B p Patterson. 


Southport 
revive 
the spirit 
of old 

NON-LCAGCte FOOTTBALL 
bv Walter Gammie 

CHARLES Chqihain. the 
chainnari rtf Southport \ 
gutties optimism for the:', 
friture. Voted out of tiie 
Football League in 1978. 
and sear bankrupt nr 
1981. Southport have 
turned in proms for toe 
past five years, sit on top uf . 
the- HFS Loans League 
and' have igimrherf a 
£300,000 plan to develop 
Haig Avemie. - 
>Uo ..satisfy the GM_. 
: Wautoig^nforenc^ tb^,. 

Ei eaOOO^fe -’ti^ilace toe^ 
covered terracing pulled 
down fire years ago. “If we 
M’to go up. it will be 
because we’re points short 
not pounds short” Qap- 
hant who ions a chemical. 
business - in Spcte. said.. 
The work starts next 
month tiuneet the Confer¬ 
ence deadline of the second 
Saturday in May. 

“I have a gut feeling that 
we Will be able to raise toe 
nxaey'and complete toe 
rest erf the work as Weil, ” 
Gapham said. “The 
people of Southport have 
shown this season that they 
want a football dub. We. 
keep a running chart in - 
our programme and the 
latest is that our atten¬ 
dances axe up 123 per cent. 
mid. we've had toe biggest 
crowds since we left the 
Fbotball League.” 


travel to Gooie Town, 
where toe bright start to 
foe management career of 
Tommy Tynan has evapo¬ 
rated in a run of seven 
m atches without a win. 

Morecambe, South-: 
port’s leading league rivals, 
meet Wycombe Wanderers 
in the second round of the 
FA Trophy. Wycombe 
might be hot favourites to 
repeat their Trophy win of" 
|wo years ago but Eddie 
Wddrake. the Morecambe 
chairman, is summoning 
me spirit of Morecaznbe*s 
i974 m Trophy triumph at 
Wembley and “a moral 

29 01 y ~~ ^ foct, a 1-0 
defeat — against Hull Chv 
S,*® FA C«P at Christie 
Paris last season. 


! RACING 

! - 

j Granncmary 

j Call 0891 500123 

j Re&uhs 

j Call 0891 100 123 

Calls at 36p par rain cheap rate. 
48p per min other times, ine VAT 


CRICKETLINE 

TTTW 




INDIA v 
ENGLAND 

TFT] 

RAPID SCORE UPDATES Ofl<?T-567-555| 



_ FOOTBALL _ 

Wednesday's tai? r«uBE 
FA PRStfER LEAGUE: Aston Vila 3. 
StHTfWC tjnaa 1. tAanGKSXr Urfied Z 
r*cnvxtiam Ftvast C. Nora *jj Qry A 
CrnJd PSace 2 Qugerc. Part Randan i. 
1: Tatenham Hotspic B. bawcti 

TcwnJ 

BABCLAYS LEAGUE FW dhraion: Bread 
Rowwo 0, CtUfflon Amtenc 2; L«s« Tw*n 0. 
Newcas* United 0. A Rswuwr- 
ough IWod 0, South**! umWJ a. 
Bamingti a n Cay 0, SurxJorfana i. wodord 
2. Wed Hah tinted Z Bnstof Cay 0. 
VAjkwtwr^iWft WandoefE. 1 . Bamstev 0 
Secaxl dwteten: BngWon i. Bodhni wy 
V. HuOOaSteta Tam 3. HaVepoai I Jnoed 
0 Beating 1, Bacon wanderers z . Stake 
Crtyt.&fflterCay 1 

ANGLCMTAUAN CUP S*»-flrat Brat 
leg- 9revtS0td 3, D*tw Caurey 4 
THWENT3 SCOTTISH CUP. Third 
mum* F^fek 5, Benw* Hangers t (Faffwk 
hone to CelfccJ 

SCOTTISH LEAGUE Premier tSvfaon: 
Psrwk TTwfla 2. Diartee U Fkst dMaton: 
■>*dert»alh 0. Si MUibi J Hamatan 
Acsdwwaf i, W»T»ncck 2. 

TfWJa 3. CArriartcn 3. 

PONTffe CemiAL LEAGUE: Serare! 
tflyteion: aaniey V Weet Brorwnch r. 
Covenoy S, Midcfie^iwush 1: &mcn Z 
ManaMd T.‘ P«t V«e 3. Wgan 0: York 2. 
BWOurtO 

WENDY FAB CAPITAL LEAGUE LWMl 

CVterrf ? Vfvcatrirv Q 


NEVILLE CVENDEN COUBWATON: 
First dnskm: Butoi CUy a. watoid Z 
Brctol fVxerE 1. Owterham 0 
ITALIAN CUP: OuaiEr-Snab. drat teg: AC 
Mtan a Wemazronale 0. NapotO. RomaO 
FRENCH LEAGUE Bcrtfcut 2. Tauicusc 
O 

DLTTQH LEAGUE A?» 4. Vfi«3=e Arnhem 
0. 

INTERNATIONAL MATCH: S&sn 1. Mem- 

co 7 tn us PahKE). 

BEAZER HOKES LEW3JE: Mdiand eftrt- 
9 io« Newport AFC 2. Ewaam 3 
BASS IRISH CUP. FIMHttmS reptstyt 
Nmcy 1. Oundela 1 iaet Oundeia wo 5-* 
on d«BL Parttdown a Gimorar 1. CoesFi 
Uttf 2. tAogarman SwItK 1. 

NomuBW eowrss east isague.- 

G and W answ e ri ng Cop: Dwraby Z 
Osseo Town 1: Sienrymsof 5. 
GasshougHon V/eBaro 1. 

KOMCA LEAGUE CUP: Pr*rtna»y 
round. Mold 2. Newtown 3. 

BRAZa»N LEAGUE S3o PsuSz: Q ins 
A: Peweras 2. Manto L Pcrtuguesa i 
Jwarau3 l. Sartos 2. NoraestP IT S£o 
P»*> 2. Pwe PraaO. 





Sains. NcrparS!. f’B&BtxaKto CcSsge 
6 Hgh F2wr«rt CiJcge. ifccWjhan 3. 
Ncr.cn Ccfiage SheJiaid 2. Hugn Bawd 
CcCeg? Bcoae 3 Oererfo Ccacgo 0 
BrtsT Gas Tiaphy: Ffth round: 
tierti Hers C. Sarh Lrroon 2. war 
Court/ match. NagnJ u iah ue 1. West 
veanftrea 

BASKETBALL ~ 

NATIONAL BASKETBALL ASSOCIATION 
INRA): Pseenx Suns 117. l&rofln 
TriBerwoswes 116 (GH OartZB HbmEs 
117. Saeta*»rto1Ci , ^lQ7.Dttrai: Pacts 
103, Bacon Ge£cc 8«. indamf^ows JZ7. 
Pin^ceror^ 76cs 125 ;OT); Las Angeles 
CSppera 107. cr» J42Z 97. Anano 
Spun 119. Sestife SrjpetSonca 99. Golden 
Sate '»Varofs 123. fewer Nuggets 95. 

BILLIARDS 

StgFHB& UKC hamp iw aft eK Second 
round: R Fodnan iAjji k N PaieL 4-0: N 
Dagtey M V 1V.JW ling). 4-1; D Jo^n 
itoda; if, d Cos iSrgi, 4-1. P GuqMs 
tEng} K ft Iwidns '.Engi. 4-0 

BOBSLEIGHING ~ 

CORTWA D AWEZ20. BaJjr Tatxnan 
weddCupwwc i.ttty:. imn4&36sec 

2,381/3 1 4861 3. Grea Brian 1.1487T; 
4. Gotc Scsr. 4 iW Tew end D Ward), 
i entO 


_ BOXING 

OftZNUOVL tatf. Etsopoan bantam- 
w n teW d w mpta ial il pL Vinoenm On te ofl ro 
(Q S AnorJo Ptcart p» 

BOWLS 


CYCLING 



CLUB MATCH; RAF 1, Cambridge Untar- 
stfyo 

SCHOO LS MATCHES: C&etnte 1. fGn 



“-16, is-3; 
'**), 8-15, 


SHEFWELD SHSJT-.'SydnBr. Tasmania 
232 (RPctbw 12 ^. New saum Wales 20* 
5 (U ssoor 1$. M G Bwan te- BSsbana: 
OuHream 301: Victoria 2743 

Offices grant roomy-. Buanww 
Part: Tnredadavirrt)sgDtSA«(46orecd 
(H Srrdfi 77J. WhQnd raws M7* (3&2 
o«nj © A Joseph 83 ne ai|. Wndanfe 
won by 8 chasing 14S cb 43 own In 
rwvrsdjced maicti. .. 

GHaZWBaC firs uoaef-19 rtat art* 
E n g m d 2*8-2 {M .Etawnan 126 net W) w 


RUGBYLEAGUE 


sasaafflaar*— 




fcwtbau. 


RAtinviaion 

OTHBI sport 
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6 00 £ u ** , « s *Brotftfa*t presented try Paul Burden, Sara Cobum and 
Healter Payton (43900) 

74K> Breakfast News. News and topical reports tom home and abroad 

wjm attended bufletir® on the hour and headfines smy 15 minutes. 

__gus business updates, sport, weather and travel news (1379442a 

905 jnro^RobertKBroy^k chafe a toped discussion (s).(9884165) 

^ ^ 9^ t*) C 378 ®** 7 ) 

1IWK) News, regional news and weather (4375829) iojb Pbwfays. For 
the veiy young (i) (s) (2925558) 

10-30Good Morning...writh Aim and Nfcfc-Weekday maaazine 

■SvIk niMcnful Anno _I __I tiui. A_ -r i | V J^1 _ 


includes shw>txKjness' gossip, weekend shopping ideas, a 
romantic story, a gardening advice phone-in and consumer affairs, 
wtti News (CeefaxLand WBathsr aril J» and 12 JX) (46440405) 
12.15 Pebbto MiHL Jucfi Spiers Introduces the cast erf the West End 
musical flejurn to the Forbidden Ptmt (s) (3929165) 12 JS 
Regional News and weather (24683097) 

1 -2? O " 8 ^Clock News wflb PhSp Hrtyton. (Ceefax) Weather (78523)' 
1 JO Neighbours. (Ceefax) (s) (58431726) 1JO Eldorado (rt. /Ceefard 
(S) (301B6310) . y 

2J0 Hrrt Letter Rrat Word game hosted fcy Dor Maclean (s) 
(54805233) 245 The Flying Doctors. Drama series set in the 
Auetrafian outback ft) (5091813) 

3-30 Cartoon Doubts BIB (7241368) 345-^uilper Jungle. Cartoon (a) 
(1322356) 3455 Quick Draw McQrWN (l) (9427720) 4*5 
Jacfcanory. Tony Slattery with the ftat of attyee-part sexy by Lynne 
Reid Banks, The Magic Hare (9123981) 4J5 Rude Dog and the 
Dweebs (i) (5707707) 430 The EteeRy WHd Show. From 
Mauritius, a reconstruction of the story of the dodo. (Ceefari (s) 
(3569610) - _ 

4J5 Newsround Extra. Krtshnan Guru-Murthy reports from an 
American school where the pupfls make 14 ) the (tries' (6420900) 
5.05 Grange 431. Comprehensive school-drama serial (Ceefax) 
(S) (3111568). 

5J5 Neighbours (r). (Ceefax) (s) (820287). Northern Ireland; Inside 
Ulster . . .. _ _ ... .* 

6-00 six O’clock News with Peter Stesonsand in Danda (Ceefax) 
. Weather (233) - - 

6 JO Regfonal News Magnifies pis). Northern Intend: Nefehbouns 
7JM Eldorado. (CeefaiO fc)-(l087) • 

7J30 Entertabuoent Express. Showbusines? magazfriespresentad by 
Selina Scott and John Lesfia The Quests toefode &nma Thompson 
• (Ceetarfl (487). Northern iretendi Sportscehe . 

8 JJ 0 Your Best Shot presented by Marti Caste. Two teams of buriders 
- race each other to bu3d an cxrfsidelav'atoiy; Dora Bryan accepts a 
challenge to pass herself offas a transport cafe wa&Oss; and 
Juggttng troupe Ffipsfcfe attempt an bxtraortfinaiy record. (Ceefax) 
(s) (657487) ... 

830 Points of View. Anne Robinson wj&ianotoer selection of viewers’ 
brickbats and bouquets ( 8 ) (44890(9 ' 

9.00 Nine O'clock News with Martyn Lewis. (Ceefax) Regional news 
"and weather (4788) 

9 JO Love Hurts. After the giddy deBghts of Moscow. Frank and Tessa 
return to England to face the reattfes of. married Re. Is it as they 
expected? Starring Zofi WananakBr and Adam Faith. (Ceefax) (s) 
(42B165): 



Co-host the writer and broadcaster Alan Coran (lOJOptn) 

1020Tarry Wogan’s Friday NghL This week's co-hostta Alan Corea 
Among tear guests are the American poBtical Impresaonist Jm 
Morris and Hot House Flowers (s) (938610) *• " 

IIJOFfan: TbeCtoan Machine (1988) starring SteveBfeleyandGfigor 
Tayfcx. Efficient Australian TV 'movie about -a farmer detective, 
seconded to the traffic department, who is chosen to head an anti- 
corruption unit because the crooked powers that be believe he is a 
beer. But things do not turn out as planned. Directed by Ken 
Cameron (512252). Northern Ireland: 11.10 Entertajnmert Express 
11,40 Terry Wogan 1220-1 SO Flm: Shattered Innocence; Wales: 
Snooker 11.40-1.30 FUm: The Clean Machine 
12J0am Weather (4166363) - 


&00 Breakfast News (4660523) '. 

8.15 Westminster (9224233) 

SLOODaytenaanlteB. Educ^ranal Prograrrmes 

2.00 News and weather toOowed by Words and Pictures (s) 
(90443900) 

2.15 Sport on Friday intioAiced by Helen FtoOssod. Stfingr a preview of 
_ the worid dwmpionaKpe teat begin neoct week in Morioka- 
’ Shiziiianshi, Japan; Rugby League: a look forward to the first round 

of the Challenge Cup; Footbafc a review Of tee FA Cup fourth round 
rasute (558691). With N*w* (Ceefax) and weather at 3.00 and 3J0 
4J0 Catchword. Paul Cos presents mother round, of tee game for 
wordsmifos (s) (726) • • 

- 4J0 Behind the I leodHiw wKhSbyama Perera (s) (610) 

5J0 China Run. The story of American Stan Cotireffs extraonftiaiy 
2 , 1 ^ mSe run across. China from tee Great Wall to Canton 
(2274523) 

5.50 Dm Mteocy Man. Bryan McNemey expfores the secrets of 
Cornual's prehistoric sfahe etudes W @66875) 

640 Stfnjyay. Classic underwater puppet adventures (rt. (Cesfax) 
(136146^- 

&25 Tha Man Frtun UNCLE. Spoof secret-agent series from the 1960s 
starring Robert Vaughn and David McCaSum. This week Hya and 
N^xrieon, together with a trainee, are assigned to stop THRUSH’S 
attempts to enter the space race (r). (Ceefax) (10^81) 

7.15 Dr Who. Episode four Of tee six-part story ~ The Genesis of the. 
Qafe&s, first 8eenlnT975. staring Tom BtecsrM. (Ceefax) (896436) 

740What the Paper s Say presented by political columnist JuAa 
Langdorr(41943fl) 

. 8 jOO PubSc Eye: AKantattva Medicine—Trick or Treatment? Janet 
Trewin reports an. the dangers of tha unregUated world of 
-cdtematfve medkane (1287) 

8^0 F ron t Gardena,' 

• CHOICE: A 1930s siAurban semi with a big lawn and a 
uottolesome s&«er Wrch is this week's challenge tor the cool and 
i sensfole Gay Search and tee design expert John Brookes. The tree 
is sucking nutrients out of the son and terowfag huge shadows. As a 
result the town is an undernourished mess. Some of us might think 
of dteMng the tree. Brookes and Search decide to sacrifice tee 
lawn. Since tee grass gives way to gravel and the beds ere planted 
wfthdraa^shrtios, the change Is arguably not an Impiiwen writ But 
that is a matter of teste. At toast the owners are plemed. The vfrtue 
'■ of 77* AontGardsn is teat it deals with tha real world, where such 
compromises have to be made. The main qiibtrfe. since the series 
. claims’to offer low-cost solutions, is teat many of its suggestions 
seem su^rfdousfy expensive. (Ceefax) (7894) 

94)0 Rab 0. Nesbitt The sometimes incomprehensible streetwise 
Scottish sage wSh more phfcsophica] peariB of wisdom. Starring 
• Gragor Fisher ( 1 ). (Ceefax) (8558) 


I TV LONDON 


6b00 GMTV vvite Eamom Hofeesand Anne Davies. Indudes a television 
preview by The Surfs Gary Bushed (7027639) 

9.25 Runway. Quiz show hosted by Richard Madetey (9254165) 055 
London Today (Teletext) and weateer (2838078) 

10 . 00 The Time...The Place.... Topical discussion programme 
. (2495959) 

1035 This Morning. Weekday magazine presented by Judy Rnnigan 
and Richard Maddey. Today’s edtion ndudes a look at alternative 
therapies and interior decorating advice. With national and 
international news at 10J5 and regional news at 11.55 followed by 
national weather (64582894) 

12.10 Tots TV. Children's puppet series (s) (9264078) 

1240 Lunchtime News. (Teletext) Weather (6255977) 1.05 London 
Today (TeietBxQ and weather (64259184) 

1.15 Home and Away. Australian famfly drama serial. (Teletext) 
(129184)145A Country Practice. Medical drama sena! set In the 
Australian outback (128455) 

2.15 Ufa Goes On. American family drama serial (5894813) 

3.10 fTN News headfines (9887558) 3.15 London Today (Teletext) and 
weather (9886829) 3.20 Blockbusters. General kn owledge quiz 
game for teenagers, presented by Bob Hotness (s) (3606879) 

3£0 Thomas the Tank Engine and Friends (r) (9811320) 355 Zzzap. 
Television comic (9682097) 4.15 Tdeafrfn. Animated adventures 
M (s) (8903788) 440 Eya of the Storm. Episode lour of the 
environmental forfller; (TtietexQ £2851374) 

5.10 Home and Away (r). (TeteteM) (3032097) 

540 Early Evening News. (Teletext} Weather (350523) 

&00 London Tonight Entertainment magazine for the south-east. 
(Tetetext) (95639) 

7.00 C al o b rtt y Squares. Bob Monkhouse is joined by Leslie Grantham. 
Anna Soubry, Geoffrey Durham, Valerie Lehman, Little and Large. 
Tessa Sanderson, Hattie Hayridge, Debbie McGee and Pat Sharp 
' (s) (6165) 



. - Tribute to a jazz pioneer, the Me Dizzy Glflespfe (9.30pm) 

9 30 Aram: A Tribute to Dizzy GfBesple. 

• CHOICE: The trumpeting pioneer of bebop had tee misfortune to 
die on the' same day as Rudolf Nureyev, who tended to hog the 
obituary notices. Anthony Waifs film; a tasf-mbute adc&ion to the 
Anna season; Is an attempt to mate amends. Wed has been to 
■ New York to dig among Gillespie's contemporarie s and protegtis 
and has supplemented archive footage with freshly-shot interviews. 
The contributors include John Lewis, Milt Jackson, who played in 
GBespie’s band, two younger twnpetere, Wlnton Maraafe and Jon 
Fadds, and Giiespies cousin Bop Frazier. There ts footage from 
GSUrapie ‘8 memorial service, a New Orteans-styte jazz funeral 
attended tv 6,800 people,^^and a dip from Gillespie hknsetf in which 
he explains the origin of his reckname. lt Is also revealed that 
' GStespiecfied with tee BBC owing him money. (51349) 

10.30 Newsnigftt with Sue Cameron (433875) 11.15 Weather (432436) 
11.20 Heknat (colour and bfa^. Epteddejwo of tee acclaimed 11-part 
Germai saga fotiouring tee fives of three famines living in. a small 
' 1 vffiagB from-1919 to 1982 (928558). Wales: Wales InlNestrrinster 
. 11^0 H^mat 1^0-150 Brtiind the headlines 
12J0ara Behind the HaadBaaa (r) (s) (998056Q. Enbds at 1 JZ5 



House wine: Kevin Kennedy, right, brings a bottle (7J0pm) 
730 Coronation Sheet (Teletext) (165) 

8 JM The B0L-Heat of the Moment WDC Marietta and DCI Meadows 
have a serious difference of opinion after a beautiful woman admits 
to committing murder. (Teletort) (5813) 

8£0 Second Thoughts. MkJdle-aged romantic comedy starring James 
Boiam and Lynda BeHngham. (Teletext) (s) (4320) 

940 The Good Guys. Nigel Havers and Keith Barron In the comedy- 
drama which seems to be losing te lighter touch. This week they are 
on tee SuffoK coast after Macfadyeen 's bro ther is drowned in 
mysterious circumstances. (Teletext) (s) (7558) 

10 JO News aft Ten, (Teletext) Weather (60455) 1030 London Tonight 
(Teletext) and weather (291981) 

1040 Love and War. American romantic comedy about two opposites 
who fall in love. Starring James Thomas and Susan Dey (s) 
(782542) 

11.10 Crime Monthly presented by Paul Ross. Includes reports on 
contract Utters and on how Streatham polce deal with a weekend of 
crime (33961CI) 

12.10am TV Dating! Matchmaking service for singles 0226479) 

1240The flV Chart Show (s) (2850479) 

1.35 Whale On. James Whale chair a topical debate (8133276) 

240 American Gladiators. Contests of strength, skill and technique (s) 
(4031672) 

345 Cinema, Cinema, Cinema. Movie news from Hollywood 
(49728498) 

4.20 Austin City Lfantts. Country music series (5968030) 

5J0 fTN Morning News (64011). Ends at GOO 


CHANNEL 4 


640Spiff and Hercules (3823233) 

7.00 The Big Breakfast presented by Chris Evans and Gaby Rosftn 
(68146) 

9L00 You Bat You' Ufa. American game show (s) (47504) 

940 Schools (848165) 

12 j 00 T 1 w ParOament Progr amm e. Anne Perkins with reports on the 
busness of both Houses (67368) 

12J30 Sesame Street E arty-teaming series (13726) 1430 Lift Off. 

Chddren's entertainment (77233) 

2 jOO FUm: The Green Light (1937, briv). Adequate tear-jerker with a star 
part for Erroi Ftyrm as a dedicated young doctor who resigns rather 
that reveal that his older, senior colleague caused the death of their 
patient With Walter Abel and Cedric Hardwicte. Directed by Frank 
Boizage (560436) 

3^5The King’s Stamp (bAv). A Post Office documentary, made <n 
1935. about the production of a stamp to calebrale King George Vs 
jubtee (7198578) 

4 J» Travelog. Pete McCartney discovers tha interesting tace of New 
Zealand (r). (Teletext) (s) (894) 

430 Countdown. Richard Whitetey presents another round of the words 
and numbers game. (Teletext) (s) (338) 

5JX) Catting Edge: Exposure. A repeat of Monday's documentary 
following the fortunes of a group of company executives on one of 
the country's toughest management courses in the wilds of 
Scotland. (Tetetexr) (3078) 

&oo Blossom. Comedy about a teenaged gfri n an otherwise all-male 
Los Angeles household (s) (271) 

630 Happy Days. American h#i school comedy. (Teletext) (523) 

7X30 Channel 4 News. (Teletext) Weather (769894) 

7.50 First Reaction. John McVicar on why Cerval's documentary 
Murder in Mmd should no! have been shown (314542) 

84)0 bi Search of Holy England. Rabbi Lionel Blue continues his 
exploration of Ertgfish spirituality with a look al Ihe dass system and 
what makes a gentleman (r). (Teletext) (3455) 

BJ30 BrookaMe. Soap set m suburban Merseyside. (Teletext) (s) (2962) 



Formal surroundings: Chtiteau de Brecy In France (94)0pm) 

94 » Gardens Without Bordets. The senes on France's splendid 
gardens continues with a visit to the formal grounds of Chateau de 
Brecy and the more natural gardens of Crateau de Canon, near 
Caen (9946) 

930 Cheats. Cliff receives a visit from an old flame who has recently 
returned from Canada, heavily pregnant and calling him Daddy. 
(Teletext) (s) (98726) 

10.00 Nurses. Black comedy set in a hospital in Golden Girls country. 
(Teletext) (s) (68097) 

10.30 Absolutely. Comedy sketch show starring Mcxwena Banks, John 
Sparkes, Peter Batkie, Jade Docherty, Gordon Kennedy and Moray 
Hunter (s) (707962) 

114)5 The Word. Music, chat and video programme (s) (355368) 

12.10am FUm: The Brain From the Planet Arous (1958, tyw) starring 
John Agar. Unwittingly hiarious science fiction yam about two 
brains floating in space — one good, the other evil — who 
respectively tore over the bodies of a nuclear physicast and his dog 
who begin to battle each other for supremacy of the world. Directed 
by Nathan Hertz (2782189) 

1.25 American FootbaB: 1 

Gary Emlach (8721450). Ends at 1.55 


VtdsoMu$+ and the Vktao PfucCodes 

The numbers next to each TV programme feting are Video PfusCode™ number 
which afcw you to pregranme yqiff video reaxder msuntki vwth a VajeoP1us4- IM 
handseL IMeoFlusr-canoe used with most vtdeas. Tapm the video PlusGide iorthe 
programme you ««h to reaxd. For more beta* o>VideaA& on 0839121204 (ufc 
chaiged at 48p jer minute peak. 36p oH-peak) or write to WdeoPlus+, Aaxna Ltd, 
5 Way House, namationwhart, London SW11 3TN. VideopiLJS+ (™). Pksaxie 
and Wdeo Proyammer arevademaris of Gemstar Marketing lid. 


VARIATIONS 


ANGUA 

Am London mxempt 3J04JD Tha Young 
Doctors (3608378) &1K40 The Package 
Pilgrims (303287] S4» Home and Akv 
( 150900) 04574X1 Angfe tom (581225) 
1045 AngllS Uvo (336287) 1145 
MamKt_wfiiCt**an (708881) 12.10 Mtfrf 
Heat (1770382) 14B Whaia On (8991672) 
2JB tow POwar (3667450) 3416 &*BrtBin- 
mart UK (51B090S) 44)0 SpcrtHtold 
(29050) 4Jt totem (09O3Q S4XM30 
JobMv (88030) 

BORDER . 

As London mo a nfc 145 One To Ow 
(128455) 2.150.10 Oonehua (5804813) 
3JO-3JJO The Young Doctors (380887S) 
6410 Unicsround (029) 840T4XI Taka Tha 
H0i Road P81) 1040 See Her — 
Again (582726) 1148 tefeto Son (017788) 
12L35 tow At First Sight (11Q9S72) 1415 
Whale On (9891673 24» tour Powr 
(3567450) 34)8 Ermtinment UK (5180905) 
44X1 Spcrtworid (26059) 4M RMam 
(95030)0000.38 JotAtoir (680301 

CENTRAL 

A* London wnraC'1.1* A Country Pmcto 
(128184)'148 Harm and Anar O 284 ^ 

Z15-3.10 McCloud P884S13) 320aJOGP 
(3606878) 040-040 Movtaa, Motes, Mov¬ 
ies' (3032087) 800 Homo and Away 


1138900) SJE5-T.00 Central Nowa. 
&8t225) 1040 Cereal WtaeKand (9686417) 
izlofttn: bMgua (3TO948) 14SWtateOn 
®1370821 USB The Beet M022924) 055 
W^-gi^Zone (881696K9 

GRANADA 

AataneonfWBaptl.lfiAOOuWyRacfico 
(129184) 146 Haro end Away (128455) 
2.153.10 Hghwoy.to Hasten (5694813) 
340040 Tha faxing Docun (3608879) 
5.10-548 Movte, Mov tea. Movies 
(303Z0B7) 840 tome Old A»wy(B29) 030- 
7 JX> Granada Ttxxght (BBT) 104O\Jpft«« 
(382720) 1140 Flm: Tha Dead Docrt Ofe 
(Qeorae Hamltpn, Hay, ttea nd, L teda 
CrtetaA (228S7EQ 1JW Whate On (9091872) 
ZmParr Power (36B74SC9 X06 Entertaav 
mart UK (5100805) .490 SpotowwW 
&058) 430 flMe® (95030) SJ0O63D 
Jqtjfinder (86030) 

HTVWEST 

As London wrapt 145 Msh You Warn 
Hare-7 (128455) Zlfr&io A County 
Practice (5884813) 020*40 The Young 
Doctors (3808879) 000 HIV News {32S] 
03074X1HTV Sportsweek (981) 1040 Late 
and Ure @566417) 12.10 Mfflarred Muoter 
(1770382) 14* Whete On {9991873 24* 
Raw Power (3567450) 34* BXnrtafcvrwnt 
UK (51B0905) 44* Spwfeworid (26059) 
430 PMm (95030) 54XMU0 JottWer 
( 88 C 0 O) 


HTV WALES . ’ 

As HlYTtost sarepE0OO¥Ates M Sfcc 
03074* Gat Going 1040 Stayfas 11.10- 
W O Hand Son 

MERIDIAN r: 

As London ex ce p t- Z.1B,Fubm Period 
(1104369 245-3.10 Wtah You Itore Hare_7 
(7331417) 320*40 Tha Yowg Doctors 
(3006870) . 000-74* Meddtan Tonight 
(95639) 1040 J=ihn: The Hunan Factor 
(33O06B62) 1230W Manted-dth CWtton 
^860030) 14* Whale On (9991072) 24* 
OnamB, CSnoma. Clneire (2S42943) 225 
Cub the itedc {402819Q 220 Sport AM 
(41127)420 Courtly WajB (9S030) . 

TYNE TEES ‘ 

As Ltotdoa eor cs p H I40*.n Ftec 
Katoavel (5324584) 320*20 The Yduig 
Doctors (3808879) 04* TyosTaae Today 
(96630) 620*4* Friday Documantory 
§61) W40 Head to- Head (562728) 1140 . 
Fine AUrfa Same (242455) 14* WhaiaOn 
(9991072) 24* TIM Big E (3567450) 34* 
tore Find Bapxms C29B1O0) 
Bocteport (73756491) 000420 Chalenga 
otKM Seas (660301 

WESTCOUNTRY 
Am London e xc apfc 140 SbcMbustsre 
(128455) 2.15 V/wt You Ware tore.? 
(110438) 245-6.10 Gardener's Drey 
(7331417) 320050 A Counby Practice 


43806879) 000-74* Wtetooutey Lhe 
(95639) 1040 Waatwtea (782542) 11.15 
ton: The Eaaateon d Raymond Graham 
(520271) 14* Wheta On (9991672) 24* 
Raw Power (356748(9 3-05 Ertartanmer* 
UK to BOBOS) 4.00 Sporamrid (20050) 
420 totaa (9503Q) 000*20 JobMs 

YORKSHIRE 

Ao London erapt: 140010 tore Heel 
WM *8 245841 220080 The Yomg 
Dodos (3606879) 055 Catendar (7C707) 
030-74* Scparetumpe (961) 1040 MreF 
cal Routre (782542} 11.10 Menled-Wlh 
Chktan (08938$ 1140 tort A LNh Game 
(942405)14*220Whale On (9091STS) . 

S4C ' 

Star*: 720 ThaSg BreaWaet (6BM6) 94* 
You Bet faw Uta (47504) 030 Yagolon 
@48165) 124* 7110 Patomant Pragranme 
(S736Q1220 ShX Madhrio (78902) 14* UR 
Ofl (81230 120 Closa to Home (7723^ 
2JQ0 tore Cowteya Pool Cry (40 7233)325 
Travakag (a80B33Q428'Sta( 23 (22CS338) 
54* Courfdomi (7271) 030 Brockzida 
(55Q 000 Naas (690558) 010 Here 
(118728) 74* PotxX Y Cwm (4707) 720 Y 
Man Owens (707) 000 Cain Gated 
(3455) 820 torn (270165) 056 Aria 
(306900) 945 Srwcer (32D441) 1015 Sen 
Sterian (964417) 1020 AbsoUaly (707962) 
114* Tha Word (355368) 12.10 tore T ha^ 
BnUn From The Planal Anus (2782189) 
125-125 American Fbodxd @721450) 


RADIO 3 


055am W8tftwr74» On Air, with •' 
Ftes-Bwtort-toc^. Indutfing ' 

Hsydo (Symphony No 2Pto 
“ ~ ixiasy. otch Captei 
„ ChRdran’s Corner); 

_i (Four Chorales); Roussel 

fjoueure deflate) 

9.00 Composer ottha Weak: 

MonfevendTa settings of 
. poems by Tasso. Performed 
by the Consort of Musfcke 
under Anthony Ftooley. Red 
Bjffrt and the Partey trf 


WilBsmson 
Tufrra (Tra 
ifl);r 

son.arr 


Mateokn . 
Preludes);' 
asAndaluzm. 
Nevfri (Un 
>, J. Strauss, 
(Concert 


(nstruments 


. Parapharase on Johann 
Strauss's Die Fiedennau 8 ).(i) 
420 Land at the Lime Tree: 
Mojcs Beiak presents 
traditional songs and dances 
from Stovsnia (i) 

SJOO In Trine: Richard Bator's 

t is The soprano Gwynetn 


945 Homing 


Sequence: Mozart 
s to EflaL K375:. 


_i under 

Jack Biymer. clarinet); ■ 
Beethoven (Vteiations onBa 
Momsm welche Uabe tJNen. 
WoO 4S: Keith Harvey, eelto. 
Maralyn Krasfe. ^io); 

Mlchaef Nyman (FBm muster 
Drerertr^w Numbers— 
BBerpts: Micfiael Nyman 
Band under the composer, 
piano}: Mozart (Serenadei In B 
K361: London Winds): 

Raathoven (Variations on Bn^ 

Mflcjchon otter Weibchai. Op 
66: Keith Harvey, ceflo> 

Meralyn Iteight, Mno): , 
Mchasl Nyman (Film mtec, - 
Drowning by Nimbps — 
exewpte: Nynwi 

. Band wider the oomposeri 

12.00 Msywboer Chantdea 

mcissonneura vendfei^La 
barque Itigdre); La chanson de 
Mattie Flon; Sd Berms 

jHarm8on, baritone, . 

SStodiSScSS^Ajlia 

Wady, soprano, Jdrg Facfle. 
daineO iJjQpm New* 

1.0S Chamber Maskr from ' 
mneheafar Live from the 
Concert Hall. New 
Broadcasting House. The 
ChftigWan Qitetet periorra 
H»dn (String Quartet in COp 

Quartet bi a minor, Lwmj 
2J» Youth Orohastrasoftha 

Wnrtd: BriaerUfaare Or dtestia 
under OfivwKnussanp 



iPoem&t 

w—.®an: wkh Lucy!—^ 
soprano); PKHp Cashlan (Fafot 
Harps and 58ver Voices); 
Tippett (Concerto tor 
Orchestra) 

3 JS David Owen Nonte, preno. 


720 BBC PhBharmonlc under Yan 
Pascal TortBtter performs John 
. Casken (Tableaux des Troe 
Ages); Gershwin (Piano ’ _ 
Concerto In F); Stravinsky (The 
rateofSprtig). . 

920 Lathi lamer. Latte Lover. The 
last of fhra stories for Europe, 
written and read by Frederic 
Raphael 

0l 25 Bach’a ftteneh Siift aiic 

' Sute No 3 in B minor. BWV 
B14rSultB No 0 h E, BWV 017 

moo Estonian PhOwmwnfc 

Chamber CtioirinderTonu 
“ ’ BtestegsVefloTotiris. 
i inheritance); err Torres 
*n FOR Songs); err 

__ (Scr «3 fromVaimtfltaid 

rahvalauIucOl Tofnrfs (The 
Making of Iron) (i) 

1045 Moscow VfrUers 

• CHdC£ Noel Witts has . 
brought back a gloomy report 
on fherofe of the creative 
vyjfler in Russia since the 
' QQgapse of communism. 
Censorship has gone, orW to 

be replaced by a new Wnd of 

reptessicffi broughton by the 
economic eftnate. Putrfohers 
cannot afford^ P*W boofe 

aid the ptfofc cannot afford to 
buy them, ff she did not u 
receive support from the Wfest 
one baBt-se#ng author would 

of anonymous sponaore Is 
cteErtna the Russian theatre of 
its independent spH 
1120 Midnight 0 &BarahWt*g 
Introduces Anthony Braxton 

') and Hamaon 


Csmen AroaJas; 

FBrpetuum) 
1220 - 122 Sam Nen 

“■as 


dav^ 


RADIO 4 


(s) Stereo on FU 
055am '' 


Forecast 6 J» 
I. lnd 64X3 


Weather 6-10 Fomteg To^y 
625 Prayer tor the 620 

Today, fnd 620,74X>. 720. 
84to.820New6L55.725 
. Weather 7^ fe Thou ght for the 

SatoJa/BSSer 

94» News 94)5 Desert tstand 
Discr Sue Lawteyfa castaway 
is tttopercussioni 8 t Evelyn 
, Gterere W (a) 

945Loss ert innocence: The 
fouth rrf six programmes in ■ 

■ which Meta daw take 
about hs woric as the BBC's 
centred Euopean radio 

i -mnmnnn riHnt 

ICUKHlSSptoSwncJeight (FM 

• Christoftfier 

Andrews rag-bag of historic 
happentngBjhte week 
produces one entFcImactic 
piece ebout an underwater, 
ewpedition to find some 
ptuxtored Romen martrfes 
and interesting items about the 
leisure end recordteg ’ 
industries. The BrsL concerns 
Thomas Cook's tours which 
began with steam-tian trips 
that c£d not Indude toilet ■ • • 
fadtties. Men wora their own 
WC 0 and women carried 
.potites te hrthnxfia'The otfter 
reveals that Caruso. Ihe first 
- recordi ng megastar, had to 
stick his heatrdcwi a tin horn, 
yet his 1904 "Vesti ia tfubba". 
was consldsred good enough 
• foratiansfertoa) 

104)0 Daily Sendee (LW onM 

10.15 TIM Scrawtape Letters (LW 
only): Letters from-a Senior to 
a JUrttor Devfl, by C.S, Lewis. 
With Gerald Harper as ... . 

Scrawtape (12/15) 

1020 Wonan's How meets tee 
explorer Frwa Stark; end 
(SsousseB Heten Feher's 
book, TheAnatomy at Love. * 
lnd114»New» 

1120 llW.NMurM Wstory 
Proar amm e, presented by 

Jesaca Holm 

124X1 You and Youra. with Lhda 
Lewis 

1225pm The Food Programme, 

presented by Derek Cooper 


14» TTw World at Oim, with Nick 
Cteuto 

140 Trie Archers (r) ( 8 ) 125 
. Shipping Forecast - 
24» News; Ctusfe Serial: 

Madame Bovary. by Gustave 
Raubert WWi Nfcaa Pegett as 
. Emma ft) (s) 

000 SpedaJ Assignment 
320 Bookshalt Mgel Fdrde vtsits. 
George Mackay Brown at 
home in Orkney (^ 


’ 1225 


44)5 Kataidoacope visits an 
esdiibWon ol pichses el the 
Bernard JacoOson Gaflery. 
inspired by the Late of 
. (metres; reviews Jonah 
Hank's book. Arrow of the 
Btue-Skhned God: and . 
reports on the Hutton Picture 
Lfcray(s) 

445 Short Story: Shore Dances, 
by George Mackay Brown. 
Read by John Sheddan (ft 

SJOO PM 530 Shipping Forecast 

5425 Weather 

64 to Six (YCfock News - - 

620 Going Placae, presented by 

janrfTrewln (s) • 

720 News 74K The Archers 

720 Pick of the Week, wflh 

Serle (s) 

BJ05 Any Questions? Mck ClaikB 
chairs a discussion in Castle 
Ettan. Durtam. betwen Ian ' 
McASeter, chahman of Ford 
UK; Christine Hancock, 
general secretary of the Royal 
Coflege of r^jrang; Gecrge 
Robertson, MR, opposition 
S50feeaman.cn Europe; end 
Seina Currie, MR 

820 Law in Action, vr^h Marcel 
Barfins 

9.15 Kaleidoscope: Nigd Andrews 
aamteas the anematic history ■ 
of the Dracuta legend (r) 

945 Latter from America by 
Alistair Cooke 929 Weather 
104» The Wbrtd Tonight wflh 
Rtohard Kerahew (s) 

1045 A Book at Bedtime: ThUB 
Wfe Adonis Muttered, by 
Sarah Caixtwefl (5/10) 

114W Week Emflng; A satirical 
review of the weeks news (s) 
11.Z! The Rnancfsl Week,'with 
Heather Payton. 

1145 Today hi PartfaroeRt 
l2JXM243am News, tea 1227 
Weather 1i33 Stop™ 1243 
- fatorid SetMce (LTf briy) 


SATELLITE 


SKY ONE 


0OOwi Tha DJ Kar Show (45677010) 040 
Unto Chops toy o Long (B2B014Q 010 
Cartocre ( 1 396894) sjo the Pyrarrtd Gerrw 
(30726) 104* Strto ft Rkto (99542) 1030 
The Bold and Ihe BeeuttU (90928) 114* 
Tha Yang and tha Rastas (16707) 124» 
Fricon Crete (20349) UOOpm E Street 
(10523) 130 Another World (4802959) 2.15 
Santa . Bartm (787368) 245 Maude 
(786639) 3.15 The Nee Lares It To Berar 
[7562S2J S45 The OJ Kte Show (3167884). 
54* Star Tralc The Neat Generation (2558) 
64* Frierue (3BS2) 030 E Sheet (754Q 
74* All (3287) 730 FanrfyTee (3720) 000 
Code 3 (3707) 030 Alan Natan (96556) 
930 WMF Superstare of Vtastifng (97165) 
1030 Studs (10487) 114* Star Trek: The 
Noa GenenXIon (20900) 124* Skyteaa 
SKY NEWS 


NM on toe how. 

000am Sunrise Europe (3638815) 830 
MBhdtae (82320) 1030 48 Hun (81726) 

1130 fttemattanal Bustaess Report (575W) 

130pm Good Momng America (6BZ71) 
230 Rarfiament (75252? 330 The Lords 
(6320) 64* Lin MFive (390C?73048Houa 
(27183Q 1030 Mghtlne (5S4S) 1230am 
48 Hours (10419) 130 ABC News (77092) 
230 Travel Destinations (17340) 330 ABC 
NWS (41382) 430 Hnancral Trees Business 
WwMy (58106) SJO ABC News (18585) 

SJCY MOVIES* 


630am Showcase (422256^ 

1030 An American Summer (1990): 
Mchael Landes beftenda Brian Austn 
QraenkiCefttamia (1BS6te - 
1000 Kona. Coast H968): RBherman 
RJcheiU Boone ev engea -Ns daughters 
rrunJar (7114Q 

230pm Malcolm Tates a Shot (1990): A 


245 T1 Muter Do Ua PM (1992): 
Scorned wife Maracfth Baxter tates rawnge 
on her husband (900566) 

4.15 Aiqr Man’s Death (1990): Raponer 
John SainoB uneenha a Naa w crimrei 
P82450). Ends a 000 

SKY MOVIES GOLD _ 

015pm The Man tom the Dinars Chib 
(1983): D aily Kaye b ecomes ambipied ash 
gangsiara (90620691) 

000 Gsorgy OH (19669:. James Mason 
harasses employee Lynn Redgrave (43252) 
104* Wfl h t rne ie to Badhacs County 
(1978): Two tech-tears are cBpbaad by 
white team fradara (27728). Ends e4124» 

THE MOVIE CHANNEL 

730am The Adventures ot Matee Bty 

(1981): Unde Puri exposes cxwupfai and 
bniatey ta a mental asylum (93766) 

000 Tha Scnlat How (1856)- Carol 
Ohmsrts ta«r kOs ha husband @247832) 
lom Wate l ou (197 1): Rod Srap artesreae 
Napoleon Bonaparte P03S863 
130pm Vaadga of Honour (1990): Gerald 
Mcftaneyretirns to Thafend (70417) 

330 The Chfeanw * Adventure (1889) 
Cartoon fun (S7U7B) 

000 MADJX (198^. A mot her c a mpaign s 
agsinte tei* dten (87523) 

730 P ra v aat a t K Tha Lagand (1968): 
Arimatad space eestem (24726) 

930 Daye oi Thwaler (1 9909 : Tom Cotse 

as a mmrickraclne driver (75613) 

1130 Tha Quartan (1990) Jer ry 
S e o grova stars as an e* nanny (615366) 
1235am Tha Waste® Place (1990): A hoy 
(fisccmra that hta motoar arid tteher ara not 
his real parents (581672) ' 

2.10 PMk Lightning (1991): Comedy abare 
live women in a Cacflac (84327565) 

000 Uona for Breateaat n97Q: Two 
brothers camp n a aatart parte (738iffia5) 
Ends at 040 

SKY SPORTS 


Gaaic Fotebel (325q 830 Motoreport 
(96733) 730 Wayne Rayney Ponraft (88356) 
84* Eumbi) (4065) 830 Nbws (2900) 94* 
The Big Hght (79165) 1030 Mfcate (B0368) 
1130-1230News (39184) 

SCREENSPORT _ 

74Xtern ASP Sufing 0052^ 000 Edopaan 
Indoor Hockey (31252) 94* Ten Pin Boiatig 
(46523) 1030 Squash (43875) 1130 Bud 
Water Sk Tour (61146) 1130 Work! Cup 
Water Sting (43388) 1230pm Ten Pin 
Bowling (18894) 130 hflekay Thompson on 
Road Ractag (54399) 24* Gnnfig Qfebaf 
Actentura Sport (3875) 230 Footed Hol¬ 
land (91K) 330 Spanish Footbol (66891) 
430 Monster Trucks (4207) 430 Squash 
(53078)530Ttenr Sting (51184) 630 NBA 
Acton (1146) 730 Spore. Magazine (7691) 
730 Go! (25523J 030 took Bctdng (49252) 
930 Bceang (44097) 1030 fata PGA GoS 
(66542) 1130-1230am Boring (18962) 

UK GOLD _ 

000am Rainbow (57473900) 015 Button 


Moon (57478455) 630 Dungeons and 
Dragons (9552613) 730 Adventures a! ihe 
Gatey Rangers (2915691] 730 Nteghlxws 
(2934726) 130 Sons, am Dauirftoss 
(5570542) 030 EastEnders (5579613) 930 
The B* (5560166) 930 The Botoera 
(8805707) 1030 Terfco (5559523) 1130 
Dom Mat Up (5718243) 124* Sans and 
Daughters (5e53B2Jtt 1230pm Neighbours 
(7242368) 130 EastEnders P9149B2) 130 
Tha BD (7241639) 230 New ihe Team 
(1566*36) 230The Fal and Rfeeai RegneU 
Perrin (7344875} 34X) Dales (7613979)430 
Advertises al the Gatov Rangers (73GJ455) 
430 Degreed Juraor High [7364633) 54* 
Ne^toous (1557768) 630 Dr Who 
(7348681) 000 The ftohere (7323287)730 
Never the Twain (15602521 730 Don! Wat 
Up (7365368) 000 Eas£ndere (1579900) 
830 Tha Reft tetd Ftoe d ReginteJ Pam 
(1565707) 94*Tenko (1431558) 104* The 
BB (5654558) 1030 Alas Smsh end Jotxk 
( 5567078) 1130 Tha Goodies (7718423) 
1130 ton. The Body Snatcher (1945. bM 
v«n Bons KartaU andBeia Lugosi (338107^ 
14XKZ4Xten Vhteo Bites (2715586) 


34* Everyday l la m a s (1990): Teachers try 
toque* ratal (3801184) 

330 Tha wacMng at Ban Wagner (1967): 
Crttinen’s dsrna^86i(^ 

330 Xpoaunc Fan news (8417) 

000 An American ffimraar (as 10am) 
(43572829) 

730 Entertainment Tornght (812392) 

84* Minder bi Mtrelealppi (1990): Aman- 
can dvfl rights tame (75873®® 

930 US Top Tan (963417) 

1000 fl teentls se (1969): Judd Neiaon as a 
psychotic talar (781320) 

1135 Htacaa ti and tot (1988): Martel 
arts thrifer (823185) 

1.10am Fear (I960). A*y Sheecty helps the 
price to back a muderar (351491) 


000am Test Mach Crtcfcsb txSa v England 
(3179271) 1130 Rshtag (63504) 1130 
Walsh Open Snooker (769233) 230pm 
Austrian Open Terras (93207Q 04* Tha 
Boot Room (8320) 000 Socosr Weekend 
(83417) 730 Test Match Cncksl (814368) 
1030 Walsh Open Snooker (720455) 
130am Autenisn Open Tennis (540382) 
330000 Test Match Cricte (539547) 

EUROSPORT 


830am Step Aortas (72813) 030 Rad Ski 
RBpon (48875) 030 Trane world Sport 
(5272® 1030 Stop AflmbkS (51320) 1130 
Owte B Bl (2136® - 123Qpm Eurofun 
(93894) 14* Snooker (S834S) 24* Ice 
Hockey: Baopaan Cup Ftaal (9S691) 430 


FREQUENCIES: Radio 1: 105S8d-W£8Sm;l089kHi27Sm; FM^7.G-99A- 
Rada 2: FM-88-90^. Radfo 3: FM-902-92.4. Rado 4; 138kHz/1515m; FM- 
32A-94S. Radio & 683kHz/433m; 90»HzS30m. uaCU5a*fo261 m; Hfa 
973 CapW: l548kHzfl9ftm; FM-95A GLR: 14S8kHzO06m; FM 945; Wortd 
Servk»?MWQ48kHz/463m. Classic FM: FM-100-102. 


RADIO 1 


RADIO 2 


FM Stereo and MW. 430am Bruno Brookes 

(FM orty) 000Simon Mayo000Simon Bares 

1230am Droitural 1235 Jsfdd BmUn 
330 Steve VWgrt In toe Atenoon 000Mark GooS?3 Mat* His 830 News 93730 Pete 

TongTs Essential Steecaon 94* Friday Rock Show 114* John Peel (FM only hum 124XR 

2AMi)0Mn Lynn Pasns (FM only) 

FM Sterea 6 00a m Soah Kenwty 015 

Ptaa tar IhOfiN 74* Write Up to Wo< 

015 Pause tar Thought330 Ken Bnica 1130 
innvY«ine24»pmGiQteHitanttxd330EdStB«Bit535J3hnDint74nThaStagBrtRl 
the Song: Hatan Shapiro 730Friday M£* is fctetec MghrkAS RMp Fowte si tea piano 930 
Listen totha Band BNLF Band indarRkhBRl Evans HU* Radio 2 Arts nogramme1205am 
Jazz Parade 1235-44* Charles Nme teh light Ride 

News and sport on the how until 730pm. 

330am Tost fttech Special: tada v England 

000 Wbrid Service a an Test Match 

030 Morning Edtttan Upctaie 8150 Test Match Speed 1130 Johns Writer The AM 

Atamanre 1230pm P a rt tate ttp a 14* Schodta: Tope Basowcee 9-11:130 Pfaytrae: 135 

ITw Mrafc Bate 14* Something n ThMt Atxxtt; 288 Mitee Wctahop — Muted Come 3 
230 A Game ot Two Hefcos430 Ra Aatte 030 Wng Street JurearWT.10fa* GreenBtob 

Ssnseten (ftael part) 730 PopeaB 830 &rromk930 Ruby • 1010 Rave, tad 114* Spoil 

_ a, MO TMtMfifch Special; IntavEngtand 

Al ton in GMT. 430m Wold Buatim 

Report 440 Travel and Waathor Naas 445 

Progr a mmes In Gcnnen 530 Eucpa Today 
0S9 Waether 830 Nan 014 Travel News 015 The Wtrid Today 830 Pir xia mo s h 

Francfl05B fateaher 74* Neasdask730 Ttertag teue Around the World 830NMa 010 

Words of Fafth 015 Mick: Rsfaav 930 Nbmk BuOE World Buabne Repcrt 9.15 GtofaM 

Concerns 930 Sevan Sbk 9.<5 Sports Rontap IGLOO Nawa 1031 Focus on Frih 1030 

World Ranktag 114* Navsdask 1139 Travel 1130 BSC En£sh 1135 M Cmragaai 

1138 Butenesa Updsoe IBdtey Nam 12.10pm Words ol Fatal 1215 Takhg ksuO Amu* 

ihaWtirtd 1245 Sports Roundup*30Mavshoj230NevwZOSQUtegk230Pit tfaShalt: 

Tttus Qoen 245 Gtabal Concerns 200 News 215 Must Revie* 44* Naaa 4.10 News 

AboaBite»t0iB BBC BigftBh 439 New * French430FYogaima a taGennan000Nous 
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GARGLING 
WITH TCR 

The effective 
way to fight 
sore throats. 



SOOTHES PAIN. FIGHTS BACTERIA. 

Always read the label. 
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England captain plays hundredth Test match 

Gooch recovers to 
reach landmark 


From peter Ball 
IN CALCUTTA 

RARELY can England have 
gone into a Test march in such 
a state of uncertainly as here 
today against India. Naming 
a team last night for the fast 
Test constituted an act of faith 
rather than conviction as the 
chest virus which has disrupt¬ 
ed their plans continued to 
claim victims until the elev¬ 
enth hour. 

Graham Gooch, the cap¬ 
tain. recovered enough to have 
a net yesterday, only for Mich¬ 
ael Atherton to succumb. After 
missing practice, Atherton 
made a rapid recovery, but 
with lan Salisbury also less 
than 100 per cent, almost the 
only certainty was that Philip 
DeFreitas had been ruled out 
by his groin injury. 

If there was any encourage¬ 
ment for England it was that 
Gooch’s recovery came in time 
for him to celebrate his hun¬ 
dredth Test appearance in 
suitably impressive surround¬ 
ings. With almost aH tickets 
sold, crowds of 75,000 are 


the first three days, providing 
the sense of occasion Gooch 
deserves for his immense con¬ 
tribution to English cricket 

It is hard to imagine an 
England team without him 
now. yet he confessed this 
week that, even four years ago, 
he would have dismissed the 
possibility of becoming only 
the fourteenth player to reach 
this milestone. 

“I’ve always felt that as 
players get older they fall 
away," Gooch said, “but for 
some reason I’ve been able to 
maintain a certain standard. I 
started to train with West 
Ham United in the winter of 
1980 and that has helped." 
He also has little doubt that 
the captaincy of his country, of 
which he is so unaffectedly 
proud, has been an important 
factor in his continuing enthu¬ 
siasm. “It has given me more 
responsibility and I have be¬ 
come a different player," 
Gooch said, “but a better one." 

He has come a long way 
since his debut in 1975 
against the rampant Austra¬ 
lians of the UQee and Thom- 


expected at Eden Gardens for 

son era. 

“1 was caught Marsh 

1 w*. 
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Opposition 

M 

Inn 

NO 

Runs 

HS 

Avg 

100 

50 

Australia_ 

31 

57 

0 

1714 

196 

30.07 

2 

11 

west fnries 

26 

51 

2 

2197 

154" 

44.83 

5 

13 

New Zealand 

12 

20 

2 

925 

183 

5188 

3 

3 

India _ 

17 

29 

2 

1678 

333 

62.14 

5 

8 

Pakistan_ 

10 

16 

0 

683 

IK 

4268 

1 

5 

Sri Lanka 

>3 

6 

0 

376 

174 

6268 

1 

1 

Total 

99 

179 

8 

7573 

333 

43.77 

17 

41 


100 Test appearances 
137; A R Bottler (Aus). 
125: SM Gavaskar (nd). 
121:1VA Richards (WI). 
120: KapiOevflnd). 

118: Javed Mtandad (Pak). 
117: □ I Gower (Eng). 


ftp Raymond Keene, Chess 
Correspondent 
Nigel Shoifs Candidate's Fi¬ 
nal. match against Jan 
Timman started earlier this 
month. This positiott is from 
a previous encounter of 
theirs, Turunan — Short, 
Brussels 1987, and serves 
warning of how dangerous an 
opponent Timman can be. 
What is white’s swiftest route 
io victory? 

Solution on page 32 


By PHIUP HOWARD 

BOMBORA 
a- Pursed lips 
b. Dangerous water 

c The Italian gladiolus 
XADOUBE 

a. A non-move at chess 

b. A declaration of love 

c. A type of fresco 


116: D 8 Vengsarkar flnd). 
114: M C Cowdrey pig). 
IICfcCHLtoyd (Wl). 

108: C G Greenidga (Wl). 
108: G Boycott (Eng). 

107: DL Haynes (W). 

102: IT Botham (Eng). 
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PREMARIN 

a. Mare’s urine 

b. Amphibian's eggs 

c Californian psydiobabl 
TOURNEE 

a. A round trip or circuit 

b. A type of dog-collar 

c. A prisoner on parole 

Answers on page 32 


CONCISE CROSSWORD NO 3008 


14 115 




21 


22 | ~ 

■ 




■ 


■ 

23 

25 








■ 


■ 


■ 



ACROSS 

I Drugs dispensary (8) 

5 Replete (4) 

9 Neophyte(7) 

10 Pollcx (5) 

i I Very complacent (4) 

12 Hold back, refrain (7) 
14 Disc 16) 

16 Aptitude (6) 

19 Deaih ceremony (7) 

2 1 Rich soil (4) 

24 Employ for (3.2) 

25 Australia rocket centre 
(7) 

26 Eat (4) 

27 Unrestricted scope (4.4) 


DOWN 
1 Heap (4) 

.2 Frighten (5) 

3 Administrator (7) 

4 Wine jug (6) 

6 Small guitar (7) 

7 Set free (8) 

8 Film lead (4) 

1 1 Deeply penetrating (8) 
15 Cutlery box (7) 

17 Completed (3,4) 

18 Frown (6) 

20 Skating area (4) 

22 Sports enclosure (5) 

23 Stiff paper 14) 


INDIA (bom): MAzharuckSn (captain), N 
SSSdhu. WV Raman, VG Karnbfl, S R 
Tendulkar. P K Amre. K S More. Kapil 
Dev. M PraChefcar, R Chauhan. S L V 
Raju. A R Kumble. 

ENGLAND (from): GAGoocfi (captain}, 
M A Atherton, A J Stewart 0 A SmffltM 
W Getting. G A hfick. C C Lewis. I D K 
SaBstouy, J P Teytar, P W Javte. P C R 
TutneL D E Malcolm. 

Umpires: P D Reporter and S 


SOLUTIONS TO NO 3007 

ACROSS: 1 Sizzling 7 Swoon 8 Ross Perot 9 Gap 10 Mull II Coffin 
13 Yellow 14 Renege 19 Cadger 20 Chic 21 Wfy23 Islamabad 
24 Prior 2S Imitated 

DOWN: 1 Scrumpy 2 Zestftii 3Lope4 Narrow 5 Coign 6 Snipe 
7 Stiffen 12 Boudoir 15 Exhibit 16 Encoded 17 Bedlam 18 Swipe 
19 Cynic 22 Omit 

CROSSWORD ENTHUSIASTS: For mail order details of alt 
Times Crossword Books and The Times Computer Crossword software 
with help levels (runs on most PCs), call Alcorn Ltd on 081 852 4575 (24 
hwlor CDS Doncaster on 0302 890 000. Just rcksswd - the First Book 
m The i lines Jumbo Concise Crosswords. E5.99. ring Akom. 


bawled Lillee nought; and 
caught Marsh bowled Thom¬ 
son nought," he recalled. “I'd 
only been in foe game a little 
over a year and I felt like a little 
schoolboy alongside the estab¬ 
lished names. But it wasn’t a 
disgrace — in a way, getting a 
pair made it a memorable 
experience.” 

There have been even more 
memorable ones since as 
Gooch has grown from foe 
tyro to foe most influential 
batsman in his side. The 
Indians know his worth all too 
well after his 333 — the 
highest score by an England 
captain — against them at 
Lord's, his favourite ground, 
in 1990. But although he 
remembers that match with 
affection he insists foe best 
innings are foe ones which 
determine games, and selects 
his 154 against West Indies at 
Headingleyin 1991. when he 
carried his bat. as perhaps his 
personal besL 

While that belief, and the 
insistence on how helpful his 
physical training has been, is 
consistent with a certain puri¬ 
tan ethic, people who see him 
in that light—missing the wry 
sense of humour — will be 
surprised to learn that he 
admits to hoping “to be re¬ 
membered as an entertaining 
player, and that people have 
enjoyed watching me". 

Few would doubt that and 
there could also be little doubt 
that his influence on the 
England team has been signif¬ 
icant “When I took over we 
were at a bit of a low ebb." he 
said. “With foe number of 
players in our system, if they 
are moulded foe right way, 
there is no reason why we 
should notwin matches." 

Gooch has done much to 
achieve that goal Today, all 
his formidable powers of con¬ 
centration will be directed to 
helping England to start the 
saies with a win. 

Leaving aside foe debUitat- 

Referees 
may get 
more help 

LINESMEN should get more 
power and join foe referee on 
the pitch during matches. 
Sepp Blatter, the Fife, general 
secretary, says. “The linesman 
has to go on to the field,” 
Blatter told a Belgian daily 
newspaper. 

In order to improve commu¬ 
nication. Blatter said that 
knowledge of English would 
become obligatory for referees, 
commenting: “He who 
doesn’t know any basic Eng¬ 
lish can be a way good referee 
but never a top referee:" 

Blatter said he hoped Fife, 
football's world governing 
body, would introduce the 
changes in the linesman’s rale 
after the 1994 World Cup 

finals. 

The referee should get 
more help on the field. That’s 
perfectly posable because 
there are two linesman, who 
all too often count for noth¬ 
ing." said Blatter, who also 
said that kick-ins would re¬ 
place throw-ins after the 1994 
finals. 

"Everybody agrees the refer¬ 
ee has too many tasks,” Blatter 
said. “A first step to relieve 
him was foe introduction of a 
fourth official who handles a 
number of administrative jobs 
at the sideline. But we hare to 
go further.” Blatter said the 
change would mean linesmen 
having to cover foe full length 
of foe pitch. “Now he has to 
run only half and as a result 
he’s never tired afteramateh,” 
The referee and linesmen 
would have to co-ordinate 
more, with linesmen keeping 
the time or ensuring foe right 
distance is kept between foe 
ball and defensive wall at free 
kicks. They should also signal 
fouls to the referee more 
frequently. (Reuter) 


ing effects of foe virus, it will 
not be easy. Fletcher came 
bach from South Africa unim¬ 
pressed by what he saw of foe 
Indian team, but warned that 
on home soil they wouljd be a 
different proposition. 

That point has already been 
m»Hp sidhu, Kambli and 
Tendulkar have shown that 
they are excellent players df 
spin, and there were hints in 
foe second one-day interna¬ 
tional at Chandigarh that 
Azhaiuddin may be finding 
his form. The tenting which 
collapsed so abjectly in South 
Africa suddenly has a more 
solid look. 

Whether they would cope 
with Devon Malcolm, who 
has looked an outstandingly 
good fast bowler at both 
Cuttack and in' the nets ibis 
week, and Paul Jarvis on a 
quick pitch remains uncertain. 
The wicket here, thoug h, mil 
not be quick, although it is 
expected tn turn from early on. 

“It will be a slow turner,” the 
groundsman predicted yester¬ 
day. That is a view ax which 
Fletcher had already arrived. 
India's decision to leave out 
Srinafo. giving them force 
spinners and only two seam 
bowlers in their 12. suggests 
that Azharuddin shares it, too. 

India have not won a Testat 
Eden Gardens for 18 years, 
but if the pitch is going to turn 
square they look foe better 
equipped team, if only because 
their batsmen have played the 
England spinners so well so 
far. Winning the toss and 
batting first wul be particulaxfy 
important 

□ The Australian Cricket 
Board (ACB), anxious to 
damp down on ban-tamper¬ 
ing, has ordered Martyn 
Moxon. the England A cap¬ 
tain, to examine foe ball 
regularly in all matches on foe 
two-month tour, which starts 
in earnest in Sydney on Sun¬ 
day. A two-run penally wfll be 
imposed on no-baDs, and a 
minimum of 112 overs must 
be bowled per day in the three- 
day matches. 

The ACB will not impose 
fines but expects full co-opera¬ 
tion from foe England A 
management team of Mike 
Vodrins and Norman GifibrtL 
Gifford welcomed foe ACB 
policy but said: Tt*s extremely 
hot and we will need to be up 
with the dock in the first 
session of every day in foe field 
if we are to achieve our target" 



GRAHAM HOBBS 


Room to manoeuvre: England training yesterday in a deserted Eden Gardens 


Gower m 

j£ 

relieved i 
by end oS 
debate j 

ByPltwiBau. 
and lvoTBN>ivsr 

DAVID Gower and Ted : 
Dexter reacted I n chursc- . 
(eristic fashion yestcniterL 
to the news that the MCC 

dissenters had been de¬ 
feated on Wednesday 
night. But if foe manner - 
of their response varied, 

both were relieved that foe 
issue was at an end. 

Dexter, the chairman of 
the England srteciots, put 
out an aggressive state¬ 
ment. welcoming the vote 
"despite these sophisticat¬ 
ed and provocative tactics, 
of the steadied rebels" By 
contrast, Gower’s sense at 
whimsy was to the fore 
after arriving in Calcutta ; 
for todays first Test 
Informed that the rebels 
won 40 per cent of foe 
vote, he replied: "That’s 
enough to win a pen era! 
ejection." He left little 
doubt, however, that he 
had not wanted the issue 
pursued. 

"It has long since ceased 
to be an issue for me.” 
Gower said. “It was mere 
a matter of principle for 
the protesters. Mv name 
was tacked on to what they 
were protesting about." 

Gower, who was left out 
of the tour party, and 
Graham Gooch, the Eng¬ 
land captain, are eager for 
the matter to be dropped, 

“1 haven't faflen out with 
him. Pve nothing against 
David." Gooch insisted 
before Gower arrived in 
Calcutta, “it is not correct 
to say that his face doesn't 
fiL It was not the case that 
be was too old, but f was 
concerned about having 
three players over 30 in 
the top six." 

Yesterday Gower, who 
stiB harbours hopes of a 
return to the Test team. 
p roffered foe olive branch; 
though he again was un¬ 
able to resist a joke. “1 
don’t want there to be 
barriers between Goochie 
and me. the sooner they 
are out of foe way the 
better. But I don’t want to - 
go and see him raw 
because I don’t want to 
catch what he’s got." he • 
said. 

In spite of being forced 
to spend £22.622 on its 
special general meeting, . 
(SGM) MCC is unlikely to 
amend its constitution. 


England squash players 
make history in Canada 


THE unexpected emergence 
of four En glish imUmalfaw 
at the Canadian Open squash 
championship in Calgary yes¬ 
terday ensured that for the first 
time in more than six years 
England will riaiin one of foe 
important titles of the world 
tour. Never before bas Eng¬ 
land secured all four serm- 
final places in aworid ranking 
tour event. 

The last Englishman even 
to reach a world tour final was 
Philip Kenyon, who 'lost to 
Jahangir Khan in the PIA 
Masters in 1986. Four times 
British champion between 
1977 and 1985, Kenyon won 
foe Hong Kong and Singa¬ 
pore titles in 1984-5. * 

Young players such as Del 
Harris, Simon Parke and 
Peter Marshall have promised 
to repeat Kenyon's long and 
admirable international pres¬ 
ence among a plethora of 
brilliant Pakistanis, Austra¬ 
lians and New Zealanders. 
But foe achievement will now 
fall to Stephen Meads, of 
Berkshire, Tony Hands, of 
Essex. Danny Med dings, of 
Surrey, or Philip Whitlock, of 


By Colin McQuuxan 

Cheshire, foe En glish national 
champion. They are respec¬ 
tively ranked eighth, fifth, 
11th and fourth in England 
In a field depleted because 
of the Canadian event’s sepa¬ 
ration this year from the US 
Open, Meddings perhaps 
most deserves the footnote m 
history, for bis 64-minute 
8-15, 15-6, 15-13. 14-15, 
15-10 quarter-final defeat of 
Brett Martin, the Australian 
thought to be a natural winner 
in Calgaiy after the late with¬ 


draw of Jansher Khan, the 
world champion. Meddings, a 
left-handed 24-year-old who 
has been on the professional 
circuit for nine years, out- 



Meads: late night 


foe game., winning from 
12-10 in the fifth with power¬ 
ful forehand cross-court nick 
shots that left Martin 
devastated 

Similar <»mmilraentwffl be 
needed to achieve feme, how¬ 
ever, as Meddings will next 
meet Whitlock, who is in a 
bitter mood against a group of 
English players who have 
deliberately isolated foe Eng¬ 
lish champion for failing to 
support their boycott of the 
national championships earli¬ 
er this month. Whitlock beat 
Julien Bonetat, of France. 
15-13.17-16, 15-3. 

Hands; a leading figure in 
the boycott group who admit s 
to a strong hostility towards 
Whitlock, defeated Zubair 
Jahan, of Pakistan, 15-13, 
15-14,15-7 to reach a semi¬ 
final against Meads, foe late- 
night 13-15. 15-12, .15-6, 
17-16 victor over barren 
Webb, of Essex. 


Committee reinstates Tudor 


RICHARD Tudot skipper of 
foe yacht British Steel ft, who 

retired from the second stage. 

of foe British Steel Challenge 
after being dismas ted in the 
Southern Ocea ; was reinstat¬ 
ed m the round-tbe-worid race 
yesterday (Barry FiddfaaH 
writes). 

The decision, which will 
surprise many racing yachts¬ 
men, was made by a panel of 
four international fudges rec¬ 


ognised by foe International 
Yacht Racing Union. Ihe 
committee, chaired by David 
Linacre, decided that foe 
yacht should be given an 
elapsed time of 61 days 14 
boms 15 minutes, exactly the 
time it tookher crew to reach 
Hobart, even though Tudor 
made the final 3,700 miles 
under motor power. 

The derision places Tndor 
and his crew last in the fleet of 


ten. force days and 12 hours 
behind Rhone-Poulenc and 
almost fen days behind the 
leader, Nndear Electric. 

The jury did not explain its 
decision but die ruling lends 
weight to the theory mat foe 
bottfescrew failures that have 

plagued foe fleet, and that led 

directly to British Steel's <fis- 
roastmft are the result of 
design shortcomings and nnf 

actions of foe crews. 


I Toronto and Niagara ^ 

f * Fly by BA 747 to Toronto, stay five nights a*foe 

‘ deluxeSlieratimandretnrnsupeTsoiikonC^ncwde. 

I Dine at the CN Tower, Harbour Castle Hotel and 
jm lea _ ove ^^ Niagara Falls. Enjfa foe dtytw^ 

d** harbour yacht cruise. View the 
spectacular fens on the helicopter excursion. 
Mgng|Sce the Phantom of the Opera. Heathrow 

J**™™ ” on 22 28 

If^uprefcr, yaucouldfly on Concorde fromMancheiw 
on 27 May (inaugural) or 25 September. 

The inclusive holiday cost is £ 1 , 989 . 

QE2 Cruise with Concorde 

on QE 2 to the Land of the Midnight Sun bZkaS : 

« 17 July, The ; 

Htonmofal, Hdk^lt art Geirangtt. 

s °™ngo , OB Concorde.'The inclusive price b&flti 

Southampton on29 Ibcri * Crafa « 

Malaga, Palma, 

Gibraltar and Lisbon. m' j 

price isfl,999 with the . 1 ■SSI. ;>\V s j 

Concorde return from Lisbon. i 

1 U81-992 6991 t 

asm or write to: tSBL 


or ante to: 













